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Surrender at Reims , May 7, 1945. 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expe
ditionary Force (SHAEF) officers on 
one side of the table sign the surren
der papers already signed by the 
three German officers across the 
table. From left the Allied representa
tives are Lt. Gen. Sir Fred Margan, 
Maj. Gen. Francois Sevez, Adm. Sir 
Harold Burrough, Lt. Gen. Walter 
Bedel! Smith, Lt. lvan Chermiaev, 
Maj. Gen. lvan Sousloparov, Gen. 

Carl Spaatz, Air Marshal J. M. Robb, 
and Senior Lt. Col. lvan Zenkovitch. 
Maj. Gen. Harold R. Bull sits almost 
out of the picture, between Robb and 
Zenkovitch. The Germans are, left to 
right, Gen. Adm. Hans Georg van 
Friedeburg, Col. Gen.Alfred Jodl, and 
Maj. Friedrich Wilhelm Oxenius. A 
U. S. naval officer stands in front of 
situation maps of northern Europe. 
(U. S. lnformation Agency.) 
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Preface 

The documents reproduced in this 
booklet are part of the Federal Gov
ernment's permanently valuable rec
ords administered by the National 
Archives and Records Service of the 
General Services Administration. 
These archiva! holdings date from the 
days of the First Continental Congress 
and consist of the basic records of 
the legislative, judicial, and executive 
branches of our Government. From 
time to time, we reproduce various 
documents in a publication aimed at 
reaching a much wider audience than 
wou ld normally consu lt the records 
for research or use in the ordinary 
processes of government. 

This publication is the successor to 
the 1945 booklet Germany Surrenders 
Unconditionally: Facsimiles of the 

Oocuments. lt attempts to present its 
material in a more objective manner 
than the earlier work, which was 
written when the revelations of the 
German death camps were sti 11 fresh 
in mind and the Nazi war leaders 
were sti ll unpunished. The passage of 
more than 30 years, however, only 
heightens the importance of the sur
render documents, which remain 
among the most significant records of 
the 20th century. 

The text was written by James J. 
Hastings and Goddard Winterbottom. 
Richard Hall was the editor. Robert 
Wolfe served as consultant. 

James B. Rhoads 
Archivist of the 
United States 
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lntroduction 
Surrender in lnstallments 

World War 11 , the deadliest war in his
tory, began in Europe with the German 
invasion of Poland, September 1, 
1939. For almost 6 years it raged 
across the Western World , taking the 
lives of 11 million soldiers and an 
equal number of civilians. Finally, by 
the spring of 1945, the majar Allies
the United States, the Soviet Union, 
Great Britain , and France-had 
brought to exhaustion the wi II and 
fighting capacity of the German war 
machine. Slowly but completely, the 
Nazi-led Third Reich collapsed, not 
in a single surrender at one time and 
one place but in a series of piece
meal surrenders culminating on VE 
(Victory in Europe) Day, May 8, 1945. 

The unplanned surrender had 
posed a touchy problem for the Big 
Three chiefs of state: British Prime 
MinisterWinston Churchill , U. S. Pres
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt, and So-
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viet Union Premier Josef Stalin. They 
agreed unanimously not only that sur
render should be unconditional , but 
also that it should take place simul
taneously on ali fronts as well. Behind 
this second resolve was the Russian 
suspicion that Germany would suc
ceed in concluding a separate peace 
with Great Britain and the United 
States and the Western Allies ' mem
ory of Nazi-Soviet collaboration from 
August 1939 to June 1941 . However, 
even with seeming agreement among 
the Allies, the road to unconditional 
surrender proved to be as bumpy as 
it was long. The majar sign posts 
along the road were the following : 

July 25, 1943 
The first break in the Axis alliance 

comes when Benito Mussolini resigns 
as ltalian premier and is replaced by 
Marshall Pietro Badoglio; 



September 8, 1943 
Badoglio surrenders ltaly on the 

eve of the Allied landing at Salerno, 
but Nazi troops install Mussolini 
as puppet head of German-occupied 
ltaly, September 12; 

February 1945 
At Yalta, U.S.S.R., the Big Three 

chiefs of government issue a joint 
statement: "lt is our inflexible pur
pose to destroy German militarism 
and nazism and to insure that Ger
many will never again be able to dis
turb the peace of the world .... lt is 
not our purpose to destroy the people 
of Germany, but only when nazism 
and militarism have been extirpated 
wi 11 there be hope far a decent I ife far 
the Germans and a place for them in 
the comity of nations"; 

April 23, 1945 
U. S. troops cross the Po River 

and resistance on the ltalian front 
collapses; 

April 25, 1945 
U. S. and Soviet troops meet at Tor

gau in the heart of Germany; 

April 29, 1945 
Ali German forces on the ltalian 

front surrender, to be effective May 2; 

April 30, 1945 
The suicide of Adolf Hitler g ives 

German leadership to Grand Adm. 
Karl Doenitz; 

May 4, 1945 
On Lueneberg Heath, German 

troops in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
and northern Germany surrender; 

May 7, 1945 
In Reims, the unconditional sur

render of all German military forces 
is signed, to become effective at 11 :01 
P.M. the following day; 
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Maya, 1945 
VE Day. At Soviet insistence, formal 

instruments of unconditional surren
der are signed in Berlín ; 

May 23, 1945 
The principal members of the Ger

man government are arrested for al
leged war crimes; 

June 5, 1945 
The Declaration on Germany is is

sued. By this instrument, the four Al
lied Nations (now including France) 
assume complete political control of 
Germany. 

X 



Surrender in the Southwest 
Caserta, ltaly, April 29, 1945 

The Allied drive across the Po River 
in northern ltaly led to the first install
ment of Germany's piecemeal sur
render. There were many delays and 
false starts. The German negotiators 
had to hide their efforts from Hitler
and often from each other. Finally, 
representatives far both sides 
reached an agreement on terms and 
convened at Caserta to sign the sur
render document. 

At the simple ceremony on April 29, 
a member of Col. Gen. Heinrich van 
Vietinghoff-Scheel's staff yielded up 
all the armed services in the German 
Southwest Command. A second Ger
man signature was far SS Gen. Karl 
Wolff, whose organization had as
sumed a majar role in the Nazi occu
pation of northern ltaly after the 

Badoglio surrender in 1943. The ac
ceptance was signed on behalf of 
Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander, 
Supreme Allied Commander in the 
Mediterranean Theater. 

Even though this was to be only a 
local surrender, the Allied command
ers were enjoined to secure Soviet 
assent lest Stal in feel justified in his 
earlier accusation that Truman and 
Churchill were scheming at a sepa
rate peace. Although Stalin fi nally 
gave his approval and Soviet Maj. 
Gen. Alexei Kislenko attended the 
signing, the circumstances of the sur
render in ltaly magnified the always
present Russian suspic ions. This was 
a factor in the later Soviet insistence 
on a second surrender at Berlin, su
perseding the Reims surrender. 
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Surrender in the Northwest 
Lueneberg Heath, Germany 
May 4, 1945 

Like so many other events in military 
history, the signing of the lnstrument 
of Surrender of Al/ German Armed 
Forces in Holland, in Northwest Ger
nany lncluding Al/ lslands, and in 
Denmark took place in a tent, on this 
occasion at the headquarters of Brit
ish Field Marshal Sir Bernard Law 
Montgomery on Lueneberg Heath in 
the German state of Lower Saxony. 
Regarded as a tactical surrender of 
forces in the field only, the Lueneberg 
Heath document, in article 5, antici
pates the unconditional surrender of 
the German nation at a later date. 

The signers for Germany were, in 
order of seniority, Gen. Adm. Hans 
Georg von Friedeburg, chief German 
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negotiator and commander in chief of 
the German navy; U. Gen. Eberhard 
Kinzel, chief of staff to Field Marshal 
Ernst Busch, commander in chief of 
the German armies in the Northwest; 
Rear Adm. Gerhard Wagner, director 
of the German Military Cabinet; and 
staff officers Col. Fritz Poleck and 
Maj. Hans Jochen Friedel. Field Mar
shal Montgomery, commander of the 
British-Canadian 21 st Army Group, 
signed the document with the author
ization and as the representative of 
the Supreme Commander, Allied Ex
peditionary Force, General of the 
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower. The 
handwritten addition to the first article 
was made by Montgomery himself. 



Inatrument ot Surrender 

ot · 

AJ.! Gormo.n armod torcos in HClil.J,1) 1 in 

northweat CiOnwlJ\Y including all ialanda, 

and 1n Ill!Nll.lRIC. 

l. The (;onoan CQmand a¡reea to the aurrender at all c;orman anoed 
torces 1n lllLLAND, 1n nortbweat GER,...J,'r inoludin¡¡ the :PRISLUf 
ISL\NI6 and l:IKLIGOLiND and all other ial.3nd.a, in SCBI.BSWIG
IIIJIBllll(, and 1n IIIIIWIX, to the e, -in-e. 2l Al111Y Group • 
• ~, t. ~.t...~ ...tt ""ªfa.t si..:,, .,.. 11.c... -.c .. ~, 
Th- toroea to lay dOIID thoir ...,,,- and to aurr,,nder unoonditionally. 

2. .uJ. hoatilltia on land, on aea1 _ or in the a.ir b;y Gonoan toroea 
1n tba t.bOft &reu to - at 111100 hra. Britiab Doublo Swmer TiJno 
ca. Saturd.,y 5 Ka;y lSlt-5. 

J. The Gei,zan OClllll&nd to O&rT)' out at onoe, and without arsument or 
ocmnent, all turther ordera that will be issued b;y tho ,\llied. 
Powera on en:¡ aubjeot. 

l+.. Daobedienoe at ordera, or tailure to oomply wi th them, will be 
rep.rcl.ed u a breaoh ot thuo aurrendor texma and will be d.ealt 
with b;y U. J.llied Ponra 1n aooordanoe with tho aooopted laa 
and uaa¡ea or -.r. 

5. Tha inat,,,_nt ot aurrender ia independent at, without preJudioe 
to, and will be auperMdad b;y an;y ¡eneral inatrument ot irurrender 
impoaed. b7 or Oll behalr ot the Alli.ed l'owera 'and appli0'1ble to (;or,NIJ\Y 
&Dd the Gorman &rlDed torces u a whole, 

6~ Tha inatnmmt ot au~r a written in i::n¡liah and 1n Cierr.an, 

The Bn¡llih nraion t. the authentio text. 

7, The aeoa1on ot the Allied l'owera will be finul it any doubt or 
dispute art.ea u to the meanin¡ or interpretation ot the aurrender 
torma. 

• n ... ., ,c,lf-~ 

18~0 "-'~ .. 
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Preparing for a General Surrender 

On May 6, Grand Adm. Karl Ooenitz, 
who had become head of the Third 
Reich on Hitler's death, authorized 
Coi. Gen. Alfred Jodl to conclude a 
general German surrender with Gen
eral Eisenhower. The text of his arder 
reads "I authorize Colonel General 
Jodl, Chief of the Operations' Statt in 
the High Command of the Armed 
Forces, to conclude an armistice 
agreement with the headquarters of 
General Eisenhower. " 

The new German approach met the 
demands of Supreme Headquarters, 
Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF), 
far a total , unconditional surrender of 
al I German forces on both the western 
and eastern fronts. Doenitz and other 
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German leaders had hoped until the 
last minute to make a separate peace 
with the British and American armies 
while continuing to resist the Soviet 
advance in the East or at least mak
ing sorne arrangement whereby Ger
man troops could avoid surrendering 
to Soviet armies. These alternatives, 
clearly contrary to the spirit and letter 
of accords reached at summit con
ferences between the Big Three 
heads of government, were rejected 
out of hand by General Eisenhower, 
at whose insistence the first instru
ments of unconditional surrender 
were signed the following morning 
in Reims. 



Hauptquart1er,den G. Ma1 1945~ 

lch bevollmachtfge Generaloberst Jo d 1 , 

Chef des Wehrmachtführungsstabes 1m.Oberkommando 

dar iehrmacht, zum Abschluss efnes Waffenst111-

standaabkommens 1ft dem Hauptquartfer des Generals 

E 1 s e n h o , a r • 

..... ,,. .. •,. 
~~ .. 
¡ ---a:J~ ;\ 
:; ,!_'~··-~· ' 
~ " . • Jt 

•••••••••••• GroBadr.rf ra 1. 
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Surrender of AII German forces 
Reims, France, May 7, 1945 

The unconditional surrender of the 
German Third Reich was signed in 
the early morning hours of Monday, 
May 7, 1945; the time on the docu
ments is noted as 0241 hours, or 
2:41 A.M. The scene was the war room 
at SHAEF, located in the Professional 
and Technical School at Reims, a his
torie city in northeastern France that 
had been almost completely leveled 
by the Germans during the war. 

Across the conference table, repre
sentatives of the four All ied Powers 
-France, Great Britain, the Soviet 
Union, and the United States-faced 
the three German officers delegated 
by President Doenitz: Col. Gen. Alfred 
Jodl, who alone had been authorized 
to sign the surrender document; Gen. 
Adm. Hans Georg von Friedeburg, 
a chief negotiator here as on Luene
berg Heath; and Maj. Friedrich Wil
helm Oxenius, an aide to Jodl. 
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Lt. Gen. WalterBedell Smith, SHAEF 
chief of staff, led the Allied delega
tion as the representative of General 
Eisenhower, who had refused to meet 
with the Germans unti I the surrender 
had been accompl ished. Other Amer
ican officers present were Maj. Gen. 
Harold R. Bull and Gen. Carl Spaatz. 

British observers were Adm. Sir 
Harold Burrough, Lt. Gen. Sir Fred 
Margan (SHAEF deputy chief of staff) , 
and Ai r Marshal J. M. Robb. Maj. Gen. 
lvan Sousloparov, head of the Soviet 
mission to France, represented the 
Soviet High Command; he was ac
companied by Lt. lvan Chermiaev and 
Senior Lt. Col. lvan Zenkovitch as in
terpreters. Representing the French 
chief of staff (Gen. Alphonse Pierre 
Juin) was Maj. Gen. Francois Sevez. 

The surrender document signed at 
Reims at 0241 hours on May 7, 1945, 
was not the official document that had 



been authorized in July 1944 by 
Churchill , Roosevelt, and Stalin. The 
July 1944 instrument had been pro
duced through the arduous labors of 
the European Advisory Commission 
(EAC), which was set up in 1943 to 
work out the details of the uncondi
tional German surrender and to pro
pose specific solutions to the political 
and economic problems that were 
anticipated in postwar Germany. 

Although the EAC surrender docu
ment had been sent to General Eisen
hower, two intervening developments 
deterred SHAEF officials from using it 
at Reims. First, France had been 
added as a signatory, causing the 
1944 draft to be regarded by SHAEF 
as preliminary only. Second, the Big 
Three, meeting at Yalta in February 
1945, had decided to add the word 
"dismemberment" to the cal Is fordis
armamentand demobilization already 

included in their guidelines for Ger
many's future, expressing thereby a 
determination to prevent further Ger
man militarism by partitioning the 
country into separate political 
units. The EAC drew up a new sur
render document incorporating these 
changes. 

SHAEF officials concluded, how
ever, that political and other consider
ations should be settled at a high 
civilian level after the cessation of 
hostilities. Accordingly, they drew up 
their own military document, one di
rected only at end ing the fighting and 
halting further bloodshed. Article 4 of 
the Act of Military Surrender, however, 
like article 5 of the Lueneberg Heath 
l,nstrument of Surrender, looks ahead 
to additional accords. lnserted at the 
urgent behest of John Winant, U. S. 
Ambassador to Great Britain and rep
resentative to EAC, it ensured that 
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1 • We tba undereignoa_ aotillg bT a111borit7 
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a1r authoritiea and to all torosa undDr Gei,aan 

control to oeue .ctiw operationa atllOJ hour• 

Cmtral :Buropean time an ~ M ~ and to 
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ieaue to the appropriate cC11111aDaera, and enaure 

tba oarr;yiJlg out ot 8rfT turther ordltra 1-mecl by 

tba Suprma Ocmaanaer, Allied &r;ped1tiOIW7 Poro• 

and b:, the SO'l'iet High C~ 

4,. Thia aot ot military SUITender is witb.out 

prejudioe to, and. will be superseded b)' Ul7 

general inatrm1umt of surrender impoeecl bT, ar 

on bebalt ot the United Natioaa an.d. applioable 

to ClliKANI and the German anned torces as a wbole. 
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the purely mil itary surrenders of May 7 
and 8 would be supplemented later 
by a general political surrender that 
contained the EAC provisions. 

The more than 44 hours between 
the signing of the Act of Military Sur
render and the cease-f i re to take 
place at 2301 hours, or 11 :01 P.M., 
on May 8 represented a concession 
to the Germans by SHAEF, one that 
unintentionally allowed more German 
troops to be moved westward for 
surrender to American or British and 

Commonwealth forces rather than to 
those of the Soviet Un ion. 

Signers of the surrender document 
were Col. Gen. Alfred Jodl, on behalf 
of the German High Command ; U. 
Gen. Walter Bedel! Smith, represent
ing General Eisenhower; Maj. Gen. 
!van Sousloparov, fulfilling the Big 
Three agreement that a Soviet repre
sentative would take part in any cere
mony of total surrender; and Maj. Gen. 
Francois Sevez, signing as a witness 
for France. 

Relaying the Surrender Orders 

A second document signed at Reims 
contains orders from General Smith 
about procedures for disseminating 
detailed surrender instructions to 
German army and air force units on 
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the western front. The specific or
ders were to come from the Al lied 
unit commanders to their German 
counterparts. 



SUPlli1!,ll~ 
.1LLIED EXPEDI!r!ONABY iOBCE 

SDUL l 

orns BY THE StJPDK& COJl.wmER, 

.ALLIED EXPEDITIOUAll! 10BCE BSLA!nm 'ro 

1. local co 1111!8lldera of Arr1l:r a:nd ilr J'o rce e 

UDder Qerimn control on the Western J'ront, 1n 

11:lR'AY ud 1n the CBAll!IEL ISL&.HDS will hold themeelve• 

1n Nadineu to recebe detail.ed ordere for the 

surrend.er of their force• from tbe Supre11111 Colll:IBllder 1 • 

1nibordi.nate co1DJ111.nder• oppo•ite thlllir front. 

2. In tbe case ot NOXIU.Y tbe Supre11111 

ColmBD.d.er1 • repreHntatiff• will be tb.e Gen.eral 

Otficer Co1DDPnd1Jlg-in~biet, Scotthb Collll!Bnd and 

.A.ir Ofticer Colllllllnding 13 Group JIAJ'. 

3. lu the caae o! tbe CJWmEL ISIAHDS tbe 

SUpre• Commnder1• repre118ntat1vea will be tbe 

Gen.eral Ofticer Commnd 1 ng-in-<:hie~, Soutbern 

Colllllll.Dd &lid .A.ir Otticer Comnand1ng 10 Group JIAJ'. 

SigDBd •••••••• • ••••••••••••• ••••• 
J'or the Suprem Commnd.er, AD. 

Dated o~ 7t:L Ltny, 1945. 

~~~ 
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Su rrender of German Naval Forces 

The longest by far of the Reims docu
ments is the one containing a series 
of instructions for the surrender of ali 
German naval forces, both surface 
and undersea. lt was signed by Adm. 
Sir Harold Burrough on behalf of 
General Eisenhower. Of particular 
interest are the ver¡ specific instruc
tions that it gives about the movement 
and location of vessels. Both this 
document and the preceding one 
(relating to army and air forces) em
phasize the concern of SHAEF offi
c ials at Reims with bringing militar¡ 
activities to a halt and leaving the 
broader and more general provisions 
of surrender to a later time. 

Only the first three and the lastar
ticles are shown here. Fol lowing them 
is annexure "A," which is of special 
interest because it gives orders to 
the once-dreaded German submarine 
fleet. 
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~IAL ORDERs BY THE SUPKt.:l:E CCMMANDER, A._~ 

llPBDITICUA.RY FOR'..,'E TO Tlm GERMAN HIGH COMMAND 

REIATING TO NAVAL .FORJES 

Det1ni tion ot Naftl l'o'l'Oea 

l. Por the puJ.l)Oso of thoso ordora all fozmationa, 

unita a.nd peraozmel of the Gel1118Jl Navy togothor with the 

Marine Kuaten Polizei ahall be referred to ea the Ge1111an 

Naftl Poroea. 

2. Kanbera of the Marine Kusten Polizei wi.11 

immediately be plaoed under the o<DIIIUld of the appropriate 

G•nian Naftl Camandera who will be responaiblo for their 

diaaruament a.nd diaoiplina, as woll as for their 

maintenanca a.nd aupply where applioablo, to the aame 

extent and degree as for units of the Goi,iian Navy. 

Getlll811 Naval Representativos and intox,nation reg_uired 

iDDediatel.y 

3• The Ge111111n Higb CCXllll8Di will doapetoh within 

48 boura attar the aurremar booCIDOa ottootiva, a ras-

ponaibla Plag Ottioer to the Allled Na.al Caimander, 

Kll¡>editionary Poroe at hia Heedquarten. Thia 

PJ.-a Ottioer wi.ll tuni:hh the Allled Naftl Caimamer, 

BJ:;peditionary !'orce, wi.th:-
41 o <:i O !SI 
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17. Tba Ce..-n Hlgh Ccmend wi.ll be reaponaible 

for U. 1 Hate anl total diaarmment of ill mval 

penoanel on ehore. The orden iuued to the Genaan 

Hlda ~ in l'ellpeOt of the diaalUIUDOnt ILiñ '111lr 

•tenal ot lanll fOZQea "111 ª!Ñ alao to naval 

pereaanel on ahore. 



AH?f~ 'A' 

To all 'U' Boats at sea: 

CalT,Y out the t'ollowine; inat ructiona forthwi th whiob 

have been glven by the Allied }{epresentativea 

l A) Surfaoe immediately and reme.in surfaoed. 

(H) Report ilnmediately in P/~ your position in latituie 

and longitude and nunber of your •u• Boat to neareat 

British, US, Canadian or Soviet ooast W/T station on 

500 kc/s (600 metres) and to oall sign GZZ 10 on one 

of the following high frequenoiea: 1684.5 - 12685 or 

5970 1'..o/ s. 

(e ) Fly a large blsck or blue flag by day. 

(D) Bum navigation lights by night. 

(E) Jettiaon all 81111lUnit1on, remove breaobblooks from 

guns and render torpedoea aaf'e by remoring pistola. 

All mines are to be rendered safe. 

(F) lr!ake all aignals in P/L. 

(G) Follow striotly the instructions for prooeeding 

to Allied porta from your present area given in 

imoediately following message. 

(H) Observe strictly the oro.era of Allied Repres~tives 

to refi'ain from scuttling or in any way damaging your 

•u• Boat. 

2. These instruotiona will be repeated at tT10-hour 

intenala until f'urther notioe. 
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Agreement for Formal Ratification 

An agreement to meet far a formal 
ratification of the unconditional sur
render ata later date-to be spec ified 
by General Eisenhower in his capa
city as Supreme Commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Force-was also 
signed by Colonel General Jodl at the 
Reims ceremony. 

Majar General Sousloparov had 
been sentto Reims by the Soviet High 
Command to take part in the negotia
tions, but he was not empowered to 
sign any agreement. As a conse
quence, a critica! phrase in the docu
ment is "with plenary powers," powers 
not delegated to Sousloparov. Thus a 
meeting was scheduled the following 
day in Berlín in response to Soviet 
concern that the Reims ceremony had 
given the impression of being the 
separate German surrender to the 
American and British forces that 
Doenitz had sought. 

18 



OIVEN BI CBR'Wll GllJJUN PITS!j!UES 

TO THK fI:Z:IIP HIGH C9HHtHP:'J 

It ia agreed by the Germa.n emiaaariea 

underaigned that the .t'olloirillg German offlcera will 

arrive at a place a!ld time de1111«Jiated by the Supreme 

COlmllallder, ill1ed Expeditioaary Force, am the Saviet 

Higb Command prepared, with plena17 powera, to execute 

a .t'ormal ratificatiOD cm behal.t' o.t' the German H1gb 

CClllll&Dd o.t' thia a.et o.t' UDCcoUtional Surrellder or the 

German armed !orces . 

SIGNED 

Chie! o.t' the Higb COl:IID!Uld 

COlllll&Dder-in~hie.t' o.t' the Ariir:r 

Commander-in-Chie.t' o.t' the Navy 

Collllll&Dder-in~hie.t' o.t' the A.ir Forces. 

Representing the German Higb Ccaaand. 

DAnD "~w 7 <~ l'>t~ 1, Y-J-

/f ~, h.t... c.<_ 
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Authorization to Execute Ratif ication 

With this letter Grand Adm. Karl 
Doenitz, now also the German presi
dent, authorized the signing of the 
formal unconditional surrender of 
Germany. Following the specifica
tions of the final Reims document 
signed by General Jodl, Doenitz ap
pointed three men to represent the 
German nation in the ceremony at 
Berlin on May 8: Gen. Field Marshal 
Wilhelm Keitel; Gen. Adm. Hans 
Georg von Friedeburg, a participant 
at both the Lueneberg Heath and 
Reims ceremonies; and Col. Gen. 
Hans Juergen Stumpf. 
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The letter reads: "I authorize Gen
eral Field Marshal Keitel as chief of 
the High Command of the Armed 
Forces and simultaneously as Com
mander in Chief of the Army, General 
Admiral von Friedeburg as Com
mander in Chief of the Navy, Colonel 
General Stumpf as representative of 
the Commander in Chief of the Air 
Force to ratify the uncond itional 
capitulation of the German fighting 
forces to the Commander in Chief of 
the Allied Expeditionary Forces and 
the Soviet High Command." 



Der Oberste Be!ehlshaber 
der \l,ehrmacht 

/Bitte in der .uitwort vorstehendes 
Geschattazeichen, das Datum und 

kurzen Inhalt anzugeben./ 

ICH BEVOLLIIACHTIGE 

A b se h r 1 t t. 

GEl,'ERALP'ELDliARSCHALL K E I T ¡; L 

ALS CHEF DES OBERKOJr!.W.NDOS m;a 

WEHRYACHT UND ZUGLEICH ALS OBER

BEP'EHLSH.1BER DES HEERES 1 

GENERALADJUBAL VON lRIEDEBUliG 

ALS OBEBilEEEHLSH.lBER Dlm llIEGSUAINE1 

GENERÁLOBERST S T ~ U M P, 

ALS VERTBETER DES O~HJJUJUi 

DEli LUP'T'.Vil'F.K 

ZUli R.t.TIP'IZll.:B.tmG ru;a BEDili~UlliCiS.rJ.s.o 

li.PITULATION Dlm ll:.:UTSCiiEN STWUTü.O'rli: ~(.D'

OBSR DEll OBEBBEP'EHLS.t:UB.ER ~ A.LJ..IIJw.TD 

Ell'.&DITIONSSTüU.üllTir; li?lD Wi11 i>OHD-.ilWl.-
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lnstrument of Surrender Berlin, Germany, 
May 8, 1945 

To reassure the Soviet Un ion that the 
western All ies had no intention of 
concluding a separate peace with 
Germany, General Eisenhower re
quested that the Soviet representative 
in his theater, Major General Souslo
parov, be authorized to participate in 
the Reims negotiations. But after the 
signing of the Reims accord, Soviet 
chief of staff Gen. Alexei Antonov 
notified SHAEF that German troops 
continued to fight against Soviet 
forces whi le scarcely resisting in the 
West. Thus the Reims surrender con
tinued to resemble a separate truce 
on the Western front, thereby belying 
Allied unity. The Soviet command 
wanted the Act of Military Surrender, 
with certain additions and alterations, 
to be signed at Berlin. 

To the Soviets, the documents 
signed at Berl in on May 8, 1945, 
represented the official, legal sur-
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render of the Third Reich. The U. S. , 
British, and French Governments re
garded itas a symbol of Allied unity, 
east and west, and as merely the more 
formal of the two ceremonies ending 
the war. 

Unl ike the Reims documents, which 
were authoritative only in their Eng
lish text, the surrender documents 
signed at Berlin on May 8, 1945, were 
written and signed separately in the 
English, Russian , and German 
languages. 

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower had 
originally planned to attend the cere
mony at Berlin in his capacity as 
Supreme Commander, Allied Expedi
tionary Force. However, because the 
Soviet plenary representative was to 
be Marshal Georgi Zhukov, a group 
commander well below him in rank, 
Eisenhower selected SHAEF deputy 
supreme commander, British Air 



Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder. Protocol 
specified that Tedder sign as Eisen
hower's representative and Zhukov 
on behalf of the Red Army. Gen. Jean 
de Lattre de Tassigny and Gen. Carl 
Spaatz signed as witnesses. Signing 
far Germany were Keitel , Von Friede
burg, and Stumpf, as designated by 
Doenitz. 

The Berlin document had few 
significant changes from the one 
signed a day earlier at Reims. The 
phrase "Supreme High Command of 
the Red Army" was substituted for 
"Soviet High Command"; article 2 
was altered to require that Germany 
"disarm completely"; and the demand 
that ships and military equipment not 
be damaged was made more de
tai led. The Eng lish and Russian lan
guage versions fol low. 
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JCr OF l!ILITARY SURRENDER 

1. We the undersigned, aoting by autbority 

ot the GelSaD High CC1111181ld, hereby surrender 

unoonditi~ to the Supreme CC1111181lder, Allied 

Bxped.itionary Poroe and aimultaneoual.y to the 

Supreme High Comnand ot the Red Army all toroea 

on l.and, at aea., and in the air who are at thia 

date under Geffllan oontrol. 

2. The Gennan Higb Camaand YilJ. at onoe 

iaaue ordera to a.11 Gennan military, naTal and 

air autboritiea and to a.11 toroes under Gei,nan 

oontrol to oeaae active opet"ationa at 2301 boura 

Centt'al European time on 8th Ka¡y 194,5,. to remain 

in the po&l.tiona oooupied at tnat time and to 

dieaiu ocmpletely, bena1ng cmtr their we,pona and 

equipiaent to the looal a.llied oamiandera or ottioera 

4ellignated by Repreaentativea ot the .illied Supreme 

Carwma. No ahip, veasel, or aironú't ia to be 

aouttled, or e:lJi'f 4-ge done to their hul.l, 

•ob1nery or equipaent,. and alao to •oh111ee ot all 

ld.nda, anament, apparatua, aDd all tba teohnioal 

lt9&D8 ot proaeoution ot war in general. 



.}. Tm German B1gb COIIIIIUld w:Ul at ame 

iawe to tbe ~te omwendera, 8114 euure 

the oaaTy1Dg out at -, turther ora.ra 1...a • 

tbe Sqp¡w Ccmmamer, ™ Bl;pec11tionar,y Poroe 

8114 b;r the ~ B1gb CClllll8Dl ot tbe Becl J.r¡q. 

4,. Thia a.ot at m1.lltar;y .urrender 1a without 

preJullioe to, and w:Ul be IIUl)ereeded b.r CliT general 

tn.tl"\919Dt ar 111Jff8nder impoNCl b.r, aran behaU ar 

ti. Un:l.ted Naticna all4 applloabl.e to <ZBIUNY 8114 

tbe Genian aztDe4 toroea as a whole. 

5. In tbe ff8Dt ot tbe Germen H:1.gh CCllllllmd 

or arq at tbe toroea under their ocmrol tailing 

to a.ot in aooordanoe with thi.a .Act ot Sun-.nder, 

tbe Suprema Ocewnder, ™ SlQ*litionar,r Poroe 

aDd the Supreme B1gb Cfamam ot tbe Becl Army- w:Ul 

talm auah punitive or other a.oticm u tbey a.. 
a,ppropriate. 
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s. 'lhi• .&ot 1a drawa llP 1a t.- IIICllsh, 

~ aad o.r-n ~-. flle fal&li•h aJIII 

1111Hiaa are the ~ authent1o tena. 

8l¡mw O 5 r 
Alli ....... Umu-7 .... 

~ ¿_,fu._<;.¿7_ 
7' ·~ ,,._.,. 1a Gld.et 

ftr.t "9mh ~ 

f · dq ot 111.T, 1946 



AKT O i.XJ1WHO 1 t<Aíl.rl,'1 .. h....1 ... 

1 • Mb. ,~llOJl,IlHOliBllll91 CJl, JJ.oHOT ü)Si OT IUl81:il! !'opU.UHC.:ROI'O 

JdpXOtHiOro Eo1.:8JlJJ,OliuHWl,OOr.lUlmauYOJI ~ 6eaOI'OBOPOl.lHYI> Kanvi

~.llíiW!I> b08X HallHX l300P)ll8liHb.X OIUI Ha cyme ,aa YOP6 ~ ll 

aoa.a_yxe,a T!Ell8 eoex OHJl, HaXO,!l,lltqlr1XC8 B tlaCTOJIU(d8 aptiM8 

DOA He M8l.\1U.114 ROLHlH,il.O 1::1afilte1&, - i3 up.XOl::I liOMy l',.W. lillOKOM8.liJJ.O

»aHIO) KpaCHOR ApMKH 14 °'4HOBpel&t1HHO JupXOB ll>14) [{Ott&H,J.OB&

Hl,fl) COl>3B~X 8Kone.u.w~KO~X C~4. 

2. repMaliOKOe ]dp:.«>BH08 K~a.H,t!,04ll:ii48 Bllol&8,!J,Jl8HHO 

JI 3.:J,UtlT npHKa3li liC81& H8 Mel.\ lUltl ROJUUiJJ,yllll(HM oy .wnyrHL:blH, 

MopOKL'l'.MJI III U03~mliUMH OKJlaMK K l:lC8M CL'l'.JiatA, HaxOAA~MOfl 

nQA repMaHCIIHM KOl&IUllJ.0.9tlli~M, npdKpaTHTb 1::108Htil-8 ,IJ,8.ÍOT-

1118 e c::3-01 qao no UoHTpaJibHO-E:apone .. cKoYy 1::1pe1&eli K 8 Mu11 

1945 ro.n.a, OcTa'l'bOfl ªª Cl::IOL'l'.X MeOTax,r.n.lj OHH Hax.OJJ,~,TOfl 

e &TC 1:1pe1&J1,K no4HDOTbl> paaopy.itKTboa,nepe,11.au uct1 u 

opyae H .eoi.Wloe ~y450T»o ueoTlilM 001>aK1.a, KOMaH..'\Yl>Uf.\W 

11.lllt ajJHqepaM,Blail48Jlt1WLI& npe.!.J,O'l'llltl4T64Jlt.4K COl>3üUX J8p.XO.tl

HlaX l\OWUl,ll.0118.li:· .il, tl8 pa aP)' IIB't b n H6 npKtll{liJl'l'b W,{ I.UlKKX 

no»pe111'twat napo.·.O.IUlM,oyAaM II ca1A0.11ttTa1&,ax .u.u1111•aTe4>1M, 

i«>po you II o6opy .11,0 BaHIII> ,a T w<11e uamKHau, 1::1oopy:'-eHH10, 

annapaTaM 14 BOdM BOOC5~e tsOdiliO-HXWNdOKKM opo.D,01'1::laM 

B8.D, e 1:UUl DO '1lil.: • 
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3. rel;*aaome Jepxoaaoe Ko.w~oaaawe aeMaAJUU:iHO a1a1-

JJ.UH'f OOO'fll8T OTBYIJlltlllX KOM8H.!UipOB H o6e OD611HT B1iDOJ1HttHH8 

aoex JJ.81IbHebx npmtaaoa,113AaHEWX í3apxOBBaM l'naaaosoMaa

A0B8SBII U Kpaaaoa Ap.MHH 14 i38pXOBHliM• Ko.w~oaawe.w COl>3BlalX 

8KOD8AH~OBHloDC OliJI. 

4. 0TOT aKT He 6.YA8T JraJI.RTbOJI npeOJlTOTBH8M R aa.weaa 

ero JJ.pyrau ~HepaJibHl:i..M AOKy.MeHTOM O RaDH'l',YJI.Jil\H~,3aKJll)Q8B

aJAt 06'~Haeaswe: H~,um H.IIII OT HX ffl&8HH,DpHM8HIUUül K 

rep1&8HH1í1 • reP.MaHOUlt BOopy&eHJWM ~.IUUt B ·1.\8.IIOM. 

s. B oa;yqae, eoJIII He.we~Roe Bepxomoe l{o.waa,qoaaaHe 

11.IIJI saue-.BH6o aoopyllewwe OHJW,aaxoA~OJl no,q ero 

K0Ma&lJ.0B8HKeM, li8 6y¡J.;yT A9 ttOTBOB8T& B C001'B8TO'fBlllll O 

HliUI UTOM O RaDHT,YllJII¡WI, BepXOBH08 RoM~0Ba8H8 Kp11oaoa 

Ap.wu,a TBB2U Bepxomoe KOM8HAOllflBR8 COl>8B!lX DROD8,IUU~IIOH

JWX oHJI, np~np111wy'f 'faRHe sapaTeJI&Blie wepli, 1iu111 .gpyrae 

JJ.8AOTBHB, KOTOplie oas OOQTyT He06XOAffMlillll. 

6. 8TOT &K'f 00CT8BJ1tt8 aa aHrJlHROBOM, py OOKOII 11 

B8.1181.\KOM JISblKax. TOIIhllO aarJIHROIUHl H pyoona NKOftl 

IIBJIJII) T CJl ay Tea ffltlH WIII. 



no.u.nooaao 8 Mas 1945 ro.u.a B rop. l,fil>Jiil~. 

no :ynoJIBOMOtUII> I3epXOllffO!'O 
C'nlllliOKOMaB~ OBalUU! Kpaoaoa 
ApMHII 
MAP lilAJIA CD 1311TCi{.~1~ f UJA 

r .WKOBA ,) ..,, ¿!,: • . . 

IlpH 00.U.O,I o&iKII 1'8ltllt3 opJ.«>:yTOTB OBllJIK B K11Q80T 611 

OB~8HJ1UI: 

rna lli OltO MEUl.U.:yl>lqid i,p!Uiey 30 KOil 
Ap1.eeR 
r ~lliu' AJl ,n&llA TP 

.u.e TA C CRH l:M 

~~-:\,:z-· (. 
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Germany Surrenders-And Is Disarmed 

The following two pages present the 
German language version of the in
strument of surrender signed at Ber
lin, May 8, 1945. The document on 
the third page (p. 36), repeating the 
first two articles of surrender, is from 
another copy that is of interest be
cause of special notations made.on it. 
At the top, the document is identified 
by Gen. Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel 
as having been "received from the 
British at Tempelhof Airport" when he 
arrived at Berlín forthe signing. In the 
left margin is Keitel's word "new," 
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describing the underlined material 
asan addition to the document signed 
the previous day at Reims. The new 
clause reads "and to disarm com
pletely handing over their weapons 
and equipment to the local Allied 
commanders or officers designated 
by representatives of the Allied Su
preme Commands." 



~ITULA.T!Qj ·sERKL!ERUNG. 

1. Wir, die hier Unterzeichneten, handelnd in Voll.macht 
tuer und i.m Kamen des Oberkommandos der Deutschen Wehrmacht, 
erklaeren hie~t die bedingungslose Kapit-.uation aller 8IJl 

gegenwaertigen Zeitpunkt unter deutschem Betehl stehenden 
oder Ton Deutschland beherrschten Streitkraefte auf dem Lande, 
auf der See und in der Luft gleichzeitig gegen~eber dem 
Obersten Betehlshaber der .llliierten Iilxpeditions Streitkraefte 
und dem OberkoDllllando der Roten .&.Dllee. 

2. Das Oberko111111ando der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird 
unTerzueglich allen Behoerden der deutschen Land-,S~e- und 
Luttstreitkraette und allen von Deutschland beher-rschten 
Streitkraeften den Befehl geben, die i:ampfhandlungen um 23ol 
t1hr llitteleuropaeischer Zeit am 8 Kai einzustellen und in den 
Stellungen zu verbleiben, die sie an diesem Zeitpunkt inne
haben und sich Tollstaendig zu entwaffnen, indem sie :Vaffen 
und Geraete an die oertlichen ¿lliierten Befehlshaber 
beziehw:.gsweise an die von den Alliierten Vertretern zu 
bestimmenden Offiziere ablietern. i:ein Schiff, 13oot oder 
•iugzeug irgendeiner Art dar! versenkt werden, noch duerfen 
Schiffsruempfe, maschinelle li:inrichtungen, 4usruestungsge~n
staende, Kaschinen irgendwelcher .rt, Waffen, Apparaturen, 
technische Gegenstaende, die Kriegszwecken im .lllgeiaeinen 
dienlich sein koennen, beschaedigt werden¡, 

3. Das Oberlcommando der Deutschen Welu.ilacht wird 
unverzueglich den zustaendigen Befehlehabern alle von dem 
Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte 
und dem. Oberkommando der Roten .uiaee erlassenen zusaetzlichen 
Befehle weitergeben und deren Durchfuehrung sioherstellen. 

4. Diese Kapitulations~rklaerung 1st ohne Praejudiz fuer 
irgendwelche an ihre Stelle tretenden allgeaeinen Kapitul.ations
bestimmungen, die durch die Yereinten Nationen und in deren 
NS11en Deutschland und der Deutschen Wehrmacht auferlegt werden 
aoegen. 

5• •a11s das Oberkomm.aildo der Deutschen Wehrmacht oder 
irgendwelche 1.bm. unterstehende oder von ihm beherrschte 
Streitlcraefte es versaeumen eollten, sich gemaess den 
Beetimmungen dieser Kapitulations-Erklaerung zu verhalten, 
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werden der Oberste Befehlshaber der ¿J_liJ.erten E:q>editions 
Streitltraefte und das Ober.kommando der Roten Áilllee alle 
diejenigen Str~- und anderen Kassnahmen ergreifen. die sie 
als zweckmaessig erachten. 

6. Diese Erklaerung 1st in englischer, rus sischer und 
deutscher Sprache abgefasst. Állein massgebend sind die 
engliscbe und die russische Yassung. 

9 . 

iuer das Ober.ko111.1118.Jldo der Deutschen Wehrmacht. 

In jee¡enwart von1 

Puer den Obersten Befehlshaber 
der Ál.liierten Kxpeditions
Streitkraefte. 

Yuer daa Obe:dto11111an4o 
der .Roten¡, ~8} 

~ ~--(-. 
Bei der Unterzeichnung waren 

auch zugegen1 

~¿__á,v~w¡ 
GeJi(~;,.i", Oberstko11111andierender 
der Ersten ~ranzoesischen J.l:mee 

al.a Zeugen s 



' .,. ~,.. 

/ 
\ 

i 1-, ( ,,{¡·,_ - ~, :l,i 
~ q ~,¡g¡rti;.~,,,.( !vf. .F) ., ~ . L' r.l).:f'(0 

• 1 . \l•ir, d1e 'Jnterze~n, lmldelm 111 j ~ _ 
Voii.oizt fiar \lllll 1a X- 4.e• ~• 4.er • , .; 

4wt8Clbml W.i..aht, wberpben 1:11.end.t. ~.ioa 

l U1111J. sur ¡l.eiob811 Zeit. 4- Oberat.011 Bet.hbhaber 4.er 

(_ 

) .lllilert.en ~uena St.nitli:nett• \lllll 4-

0be~ 4.er roten Al-. F ~ gegenaert.igen 

Zei.t;pmlct. unt.er deut.80hm Bot'8hl •t.ehmrlen o4.er TC1D 

Deuhohland bebernohten ltt.nitkrutte aut 4- lande, 

aut' 4.er See \lllll 1n cler Lut't. 

2. 

wird unn1'81.leglioh al.len Beboerclen 4.er deu1:8Clhm 

Iand-, Se e- \lllll Lut't llt.m tlcnatte Ull4 al.len TCID 

I>eut.80hl.and beberreoht.en St.r'9itkrutten clAn llllt'8hl 

geben, die IM¡¡,tbanllungen \D 2301 11hr llit.teleurop&ehobotr 

( Zeit. .. 8 lla1 e:lmunellen \lllll 1n den St.ell\1Dg'011 R 

\.. nrbleiben, d1e aie an di•- Zeit.;pmlct. inneba~ ·, /:) '1 ~!~ ~ ~ 111 4- S1e Wat'ten und 
(; Gen,et. an d1e oert.liomn AUiiert.en Behhl.üaber 

' ' bn1 ebmc-1• an die 'l'Ql clan Al.lilert.en Vert.nt.nn 

IIUlbafta~ Offlaúre abliet.rn. / ir..1n Sold.tt, 

Boot Oder Plupeqg •on 1~ Art dart nl'NDkt 

11114 ~lei Be~ 4- Sold.tt--.,1', 

('},.,, ' . 
/1 A;¡' ·' 
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President Truman's VE-Day Proclamation 

As part of the VE-Day celebration, 
President Harry Truman issued a 
proclamation designating the follow
ing Sunday, May 13, as a day of 
prayer and thanksgiving. In this docu
ment the President notes the "final 
and uncond itional surrender" of 
Germany but warns that victory must 
still be won "in the East" (Japan). 
Only then will the world be "c leansed 
of the evil. " This victory would come 
in a little over 3 months with the sur
render of the Japanese Government, 
August 14 (U. S. time). 
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SI THZ PRBSIIBNT OJ' TIIE UHITBD STJ.TBS OF AMEIUCA 

The AJ.lied araies, through sacrifice and devotion and wi th 

God •s help, have wnmg tra111 Ge:rmany a t1nal. and W1Conditional. surrender. 

The western world has been !l-eed of the evil forces wnich for !ive 

years and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken the livee o! 

llillione upon m1.llione ot tree-born men. They have violated tbeir 

churchee, deet.roy&d their hOllles, corrupted their ezú.ldren, and aur

dere<1 their loved ones. Our A.Imies of Liberat.i.on have restored !l-eedolll 

to the:,e suttering peoples, whose spirit and will the oppreseors oould 

never enslave. 

llllch rema.1ns to be done. The victory won in the 'lfest must 

now be won in the East. The whole world IDUBt be cleansed of the eri.l 

from which ha.U'~ world has been !raed. llnited, the peace-loving 

nations have delllOnetreted in the West that tlmir anis are stronger by 

tar than the might of dictators or the tyraney o! military cliquee that 

once called us sott a.od weak. The power o! our peoplee to defend them

eelves against all enemies will be proved in the Pacific war ae it hae 

been proved in Kurope. 

For the triumph o! spiri t ao:l of lU'1D8 which we have won, and 

Ior its prOlllise to peoplee evecywhere who join ue in the love of freedom, 

it is fitting that we, as a nation, give tbanks to Almig!tty God, who has 

etrengthened us and g1 ven us the victory. 

NO'lf, T.l!EREFORE, I, HARRX S. TRUMAN, President of the llnited 

Stlltes of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day 

of prayer. 

I call upon the people oI ti. lhited States, whatever their 

!aith, to unite in o!!ering joyful thanlca to Ood tor t.be victory we 
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bave won and to pray that lfll will support 1111 to tbe elld o! our preamt 

struggle and guide ua in\o the way o! peace. 

' \\ r al.110 call upon ay countr,meo to dedicate tbill day ot pra¡er 

\~-.., ot u.~• •ho "'" .,_ tboi, u,,."'-. ,..,m. ov 

\ -, .. 
ll4 WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my band and cauaed 

- s~,lllt. ~ United States of .America to be affixed. 

\

.., ,• the Ci ty of llaslú.Dgton this eightb day of May in 

· ~ tbe year of our Lord 

. nineteen bundred 

and forty-five 

and of tbe 

Indepenclence 

ot the United 

Statee of Ameriea 

the one hundred 

and sixty-ninth. 

By the Presidentz 

~G 

~~,<:¡:; t ><lo •• 

~4i .. .. 01 !• w: . : . . • :. 

.. ·~.... , P •,i.:,, 'I ; : •, , ,_ 

._ tr· ~ 3 oe PM \: 
, .. 

'~REGISTER 

:..:..._ ... ·--·-·· 



Epilogue 

As a means of bringing about an 
orderly transition of power in Ger
many, the Allies allowed the govern
ment of Grand Adm. Karl Doenitz to 
remain in power for 16 days. On May 
23, 1945, however, the principal 
members of the government were 
taken into custody for tria! as war 
criminals. 

On June 5, the AII ied commander 
in chief issued the Declaration on 
Germany, which represented the 
official assumption of political con
trol of the nation by the four occupy-

ing powers-the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Great Britain, and 
France. This instrument was to re
place for years the broader political 
surrender that had been anticipated 
in the Reims and Berlin surrender 
documents. 

Of the Germans who were involved 
in the surrender ceremonies in Reims 
and Berlin, Doenitz received a 10-
year prison sentence and Keitel and 
Jodl were hanged after tria! at Nuern
berg; Von Friedeburg committed 
suicide before his tria!. 
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