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Dear Bol,

Thank you for your kind zemarks on my contribution to "DBrieling
5", 9 did not really write it mysell, but got Tom Hutchineon ito do 4A,
because that was what Hawuy Sa Li znan was paping him for. They were my
views, however, except that J had o tear him olf a sirip Lor hie rather
paroch ',a,-’ Yorkshire viewse I may be Yorkohire, but I'm noi ae Yorkshire

aas all that.

Ao you probalbly know by now, J have always been a great admirer

Load Dowding. Even as a sergeant pilot, when he was as zenote ao God
hins ell, 7 was acutely aware ithat he was having ito do something which had
never lreen done lefore, and for which there was no _n&ece.denft. e was
Lighting an aerial battle on which the survival of ithe country depended,
and it was C'quz,e. W even to me at that time. However, at that time, J did
not know that Lord Dowding had expressed doulbits as io the outcome of ihe
Battle. Even if J had known, 9 would not have lelieved it, because with
the brashness of youth, and the hexrc vy duperiority of the Biitish
the poeosiliility of defeat was comple

L "F..UC.C.G. ,t un,e. Jmmuﬂuace 04 At.'.r,e.
fm;m"’ position with zegard to pilots and planes 00 enaliled me to hodd
this vdews,

J also hed vdew, 4in 1940, that Stulfy was insular and

unapproachable. s roeant this did not worry me, and J was more than

a Little thankful throughout the whole of the Batile we we were

neuven cz.f”,;,:_,;c,aef.e, with a vieit Lrom the ACC in C. J realise now that any

apparen vt aloofness was probably due to Lord g0 shyness combined
intment.

with the doneliness of hie appo

The treatnent he received aftenr the Battle still balples ne.

J cannod undersitand how the authoriiies yeone alile to ta 1Lk about the fate
of civilisation hanging on the outcone of the Battle of Britain, and yet
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discard the victor lLike a woin-out sock. the pulblicity
that he will zeceive from ithe "ilm that the se L:, same authorities will
dee [fit to nake amende. If Siully had lost hie batile they would noit le

in a position to do o0.

o jpe.
/

1

J was both delighted and vewy honowred to meet Loid

ng of the Lilm. 9 had met him .-:‘;r,e,u,e,-,{m,:'--, in 1946
ine batiie UL Diitain fircirew flasaocial and

had seen him suwbsequent occadions, but when he vio m’ ed Pinewood
for the Liteit L d sce ithe deterioration in hie condition
and quesiiconed the wisdom of retaining the pictures itaken on that occasion
for this pea To be honeost, J thought that by now the
pictures would . Anterest., J could not be more pleased
to have leen wrong, and was a {G.C'A:..r,ze. to watch Load Dowding improve
with each visid, and J'm now layping Long odds that he wi the guesi of
.uonou . at the pres ,Le/ in September and that he will '3{/&';:3., Aans

Ly

with binocular U.:/JrLGn.. J am also sure that .-“-.{/J help Zhe
noi been as historical. f,'_f. accuiate as idalidy is, as
L on vaiiols docation De ta the behind the
3,'\’_—’445_,'1 L4 C.(_’hu’/,:’.f/J L p . alauumenis i.',:l 1 guelL fJ_-. e
' ~ allory "Big Wing' schism.
J
ut LL there i4 anu
lon't heasitate to

¥ oo § > - | & L.
folwaird e mnuch 1o
' v
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