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Dear Bolr:

J received your letter this nmorning and am pleased that the
dnfornaition that J was alble o give you wao what you reguired.

You may rest assuzed, Bob, that anything you tell me is always in
the ostrictest confidence, e/.;ﬂec/mf L ad you tnow Lr:cr,\_, as far aa we are
both conceined, the OLLicial Secrets Act could otill be invoked.

o you ocw_, except for a vemy short sojouwrn in 10 group at the
commencenent of the Battle of _;a'a,«:,t:un, J spent the whole of the time in
T'fﬁ/wr__p, and was proud and pleased o do s0. I alao 4;.3.3.:7,1’. the whole of my
iime in 501 Squadron mu.d,, you meL :,.', 0/& may not know, had the higheoi
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cadualties of any oquadion duwiing the Batile. IL anyone's morale should
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haye leen a J.e‘c)e.x, it /.;rbcfd,-f,(" have lreen ours, lbut I can U/Jau/a pow At was

not. We were tired, frightened, undersitrength, but never lacking Ain morale.

Cerntainly not over the question of Big Uinge. With acny respect due to Bader,
: pilot at that time with enough

J do not think there was any

Xperience io handle and ellectiveliy operate a Big liing, and the B of B was

no place for anylody +o lbe r'_’, L -;. ilning ite Thelre was another
side to thie Lig Wing. The lLasic Lighting unit wae, and 4o, @ section.
Whether this wae 2 on 3 aircrafit rakes n -'.’L Ller '.c.c. The Big lling was only

e method of getting the maximum number of secitions io the il Ling ground,
and in the 11Croup Lighter pilots view (mine, of counse) ,f')f. was a damn
cunbersone and time wasting nethod of doding it. e ac;vw:,(', preferred omall
,o:am;biorm because it gave ws mobility, and we zeally U LLeueﬂ‘ that AL you
did nod . get to the Bomber [force Lelore they had bombed you were only half
dodng 4;,-Ju/£. dod. The Big Wing policy, at lbeot, could JruL. have dintercepted
gver target. Far from morale lLeing alfected by ithe lack of big wings, I can
honesily say that in 171 Group, with the job we had o do, we preferred to
be without them.

JL there is anything else you need, Bol, jusit aok.
Hours aye,
-
vﬁu‘ .

James I, Lacei,

A. N. MEDFORTH (MANAGING) M. R, HEATHCOTE P.F.BILTON SQN. LDR. J. H. LACEY, DFM RAF
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