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Maria Feodorovna to his son Michael Gatchina, 8th June 1902

My dear darling Mishkin !

I miss you terribly and we have got the spleen, I and Olga, without you. I hope
that the sea was milder than in Petershof's roadstead and that you were not
too seasick. I was terribly sorry that I could not go with you up to Kronstadt
as I wanted to, but the weather was really unattractive, so cold and nasty,
"pas engageant" so that I could not say good-bye to "personne des messieurs"
even to Semenov, which was very silly. After you left, we all drove to
Mihailovsko€ where we spent a long time at Tina's, playing with little Nina,
who is so lovely and gay. Then had tea with Nicky and Alix and came back home
at 7. ALl these days the weather was splendid so that we had some fishing

and would have tea in the Pavilion. Yesterday, a son was born to Galitzine

who received the name of Wladimir. He let me know first by telephone and

then he paid me a visit, radiant with happiness. What a pity that he could
not sail out with you, he is so sorry about it ! At 5.30 we had the visit of
Count and Countess Vorontsov with Irina, Larka and his wife and also African.
We had tea in the Pavilion and they stayed until their departure abroad at

11 p.m. Poor Count Vorontsov looks very bad, the color of his face is quite
yellow, he limps and feels a great weakness. God help him to recover in
Marienbad !

To-day, the weather is just hot and sultry, 19°C in the morning, but now
we are having a storm and it is raining so that again we can't have lunch
in the garden.

Now it is 7 p.m., we were fishing until 5. when Mary, Marussia's daughter and
her husband appeared to have tea. After tea, we had a ride in the park and
through the zoo "pour leur faire admirer toutes les beautés de Gatchina, les
lilas, etc." And I hope that they remained very satisfied.

I am waiting impatiently to receive your telegramme from London, God help

that everything be all right ! I hope that the weather improved and getting
warmer in England. I envy you to be able to meet aunt Alix, uncle Fredy,
Waldemar and all my nieces and nephews. If you have a free minute left, pleasedo
write, as I am so terribly anxious to know about everything, how was the
passage, the meetings with everybody, how is Nicky, how the fiancé, etc...
Kisses to all from me and greetings to "les messieurs" and Semenov.

I must finish now. My tenderest kisses to you my dear Mishkin. God bless you
and don't forget me !

With my warmest love !

Your Mummy.




