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-Churchill is. about to 
' 

make announcement 
1 

CHURCHILL 

GERMANY HAS SURRENDERED UNCONDITIONALLY. 
A REUTER DISPA TCH FROM RHEIMS, HQ OF GENERAL EISEN

HOWER, SAID THAT AT 0241 HOURS TODAY (FRENCH TIME) GERMAN 
GENERAL GUSTAV JODL, THE NEW GERMAN ARMY Cl:IIEF OF STAFF, 
SIGNED THE INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER. 

NE\V YORK RADIO DESCRIBIN'G THE SIGNING OF THE ARi\lISTICE,SAID 'THAT GEN. BEDELL. 
Sl\'IITH, GEN. EISENHOWER'S CHIEF OF STAFF, SIGNED FOR THE SUPREM:E ALLIED COMMA1'1TJ>ER. 
GEN. IVAN SUSLOTAROFF FOR THE RUSSIANS AND GEN. FRANCOIS SEVEZ FOR FRANCE. 

First news of thc total aumender came in the carly 
aftilrnoon today w!ien the German Foreig:i Miniatcr, Counl 
Schwerin von Kroesig, hroadcasting from ~lenshurg, an• 
nounced: "German mcu and women, tho High Commaud 
of thc Armed Forces, on the ordera of Admira! Doeni~, 
has doclared the uncondition al surrender of all Germa.u 
armed troops. Germany has succumhed to the ovcrwhelm
ing power of her enemies an d further resistance would 
mean useloss hloodshed and dest1.·uction.'' 

l\Ir. Churchill held a full Cahinot meeting in London 
tbis morning. 

Onc of tho last meesages heard from Grand Admira! 
Doeuitz, the German Fuehrer, was a special message 
hroadcast over the German radio asking thc crews of all 
German ships- and this included U.boats - to abstain 
"from any acts of war." 

Crews were forhidden to acuttlc thoir ships or render 
them unserviceable. 

Before this message came over the air, repo1·ts from 
Copenhagen said that 100 Nazi ships which the Germans 
wcre not ahle to get out of the harbour hefore their 
capitulation fell into Druúsh hands. 

Thc surrender means that Norway will not b.e a 
hattlefield and that thc Channel Islanda will he delive1·ed 
without a fight. 

Thc American Third Army yeaterday cleared Pilsen, 
50 miles aouthweet of Pragne and home of thc great 
Skoda armament works, and pushed on to within 23 miles 
of the Czeeh capital. 

In Prague.. itself, where patriota havc l'isen against 
th-c Germans, the situation is conf used. 

fu the south thc Eighth Army is advancing írom 
Italy on Villach in Sonthcm Austria. The Füth Army is 
al.so in Austria in this area. Last night a Soviet communi• 
que, while reporting the capture of more towns and 
prisoners did not apccifi.cally say ñghting was in progreas. 

\\VIOTOBYI 
f HIS momentous announce

ment is the c!ima:c to a 
cave-in of Hitlerism all over 
Europe. 

Thc first la'l'ge-scale coUapse 
was the unconditional surren· 
deT of all German and pro
Fa~clst fOTces in Italv follow
tng the devastating defeat 
inflicted upon füem by the 
Fifth and Eighth A7'mies. 

Unfortunatety, Hitle"r and 
Mussolint did not Uve to see 
the dav. 

The next Germans to admtt 
dejeat were those facing 
Field-Marshat Montgomery tn 
Northwest Germany. Tllis suT
,.ender tncluded an of Holland, 
Denma'l'lc, the Frtsian Csland.8 
and Heligoland. 

Then carne tite collapse of 
what 'l'emained of Austrta, füe 
fTeetng of Prague by forces 
toithin Czechoslovakia, and 
9'umblings in Norwav. 

Of what Hitler had so f'Ufü
lessly seized, notliing re· 
mained. Etien Berltn, centre 
of the Retch itself, was a lteap 
of rnins tn tite 1tands of tlle 
galtant Rttsstans Hitler had 
thou.ght to destToy. 

The greatest toar that Itas 
eveT 'l'avaged Europe is ove'I'. 

Tite Allies, united in times 
of stress, stand untted today 
beneatli füe bannei' of victo'l'1} 
at tast unfurled. 
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FOUR ·WORDS 
G ERMANY has heen defeated. 

In those four words are contai>.1ed the accomplish· 
mcnt of our · principal war aun. 

It has cost us much in time and in toil, in suffer• 

/

, ing and in .sacrifice, to he able to speak those w01·ds 
to-da y. . 

And ,ve bave travcllcd a long way down the road of 
tb" y'!ars since that September Sunday morning when we 
acccptcd this premise as essential lo the eecurity and 
hcttcrmcnt of ou.r nation and of the world. 

Onrs has bcen a bard and hitterly contested passage. 
We havc suffcred great defeata to win great victories. 
W e have scen much tbat we loved clestt'oyed Lo create 
umcb tbat will be finer. 

W e havc lost comrades and found com1·adeship, not 
only among our own kind, but among thc peoplcs of other 
great nations who fought with 113 in a common cause. 

Because we understood why we mllBt fight, we have 
reached an •understanding with those whose waye of life 
wci·e once strange to ns. 

W e kuow that we couJd not have won this war alone, 
nor coulcJ any one oation. But we also knew that when 
three grcat pcoples fight as one, they cannot fail 

We have not failed. W e muat now cnsu.rl! that we 
shall continue as onc so that we can win the peacc as 
welL 

OUR TASK 
The long night of Europc is ovci· and a new sun 

shiues on the dcsolate lands. 

If those lande are to beco me f ertile and to produce a 
rich harvest, all men múst work together, each shoulder• 
ing bis hurden and aharing the com.mon task. 

For thc prcscnt our task is still with the Se1·vices. 
Victory cannot mean for ns the home-eoming which 
awaits thc dispossessed of the Continent. 

Having defcated Germany on the baitlcfield, wc 11:.¡1 ~1 

ensure that she is never in the position lo iofüct :mothcr 
great war upon the world. 

This means that thc force;, of the Unitcd Nations must 
now bccomc clic policemen of tbe Rcich. For many of 
us it means that wc mnst exchange the hattlefi.eld for the 
former harrack roollliJ of thc Wehrmacht. 

lt meaos garrison duties in vita] arcas, thc disarm
ament of an army, the closing down of war factorics and 
the prevcntion of sabotage. 

U we accept the3C thingi3 as essential to · the futme 
seeurity of Europe, it will be easier for .ua to accept the 
remaining time during which we must still he separated 
from our families. 

At lcast we know that they are safe·now. Sirena will 
no longer scream over darkened cities and the drone of 
bombe1·s overhead will not again hring fear into the eyes 
of our children. 

OUR PLEDGE 
Lct us be thankful for that, and let ns he thankful 

too, that we have heen sp~ed to see the end of thie wa1· 
with Germany. In the hot sands of thc W estero Dese1·t, 
among the lonely hills of Tunisia, throughout Sicily and 
ltaly, France, Belgium and Holland, Greece and Crete, 
within thc ho1·dere of the Reich itscll, and heneath the 
oceans of the world, lle those who died for the cause 
whose victory we celebrate to-day. 

W e must not forget them. This time we will not 
break faith. 

~ ~ :to 

The battlefielde of Europc are silent, hut there is 
still wa1· in the Eaet. 

W e have pledged onrselves to take a full share in 
the struggle against J a pan. 

Victory in the Pacific is as i.mportant for our future 
as victory over Germany. lt is proving as hard to aecom
plish, hecause the Mi.kado's forces are fightin« with as 
much desperate determination as the armiee 

O 

of Adoll 
Hitler. 

But it w~ be accomplished-and by tlu-ee mighty 
peoples fightmg as one. The United Statee, China and 
Great Britain will inBict u pon J apan a def eat which will 
free the Pacific from despotism for as long as men carc 

¡ to fight for liherty. 

l An era has ended in Enrope to-day; a dark agc of 
tyranta, of murder, of concentration campe of torture 
f • ' • o oppress1on. 

lt is to destroy a similar era tbat we carry on the 
war in the East. 

Our generation ivill never 
forget. these 

HISTORIC DA YS 
S EPTEMBER 1, 1939, was tbe 

first day. It was then that 
we Jearnt of Hitler's invasion of 
Poland. 

chance to launch his armies 
against us. 

On January 28, 1943, Elghth 
Army troops entered Trípoli. 
On February 2, the Russian vic
tory at Stalingrad, one of the 
most significant of lhc war, was 
complete. 

Nearly all of us were civilians 
at that time, but before the 
fateful Friday was out a great 
many Territorials bad been em
bodied in His Majesty's Army. 

September 15 is the remem
bered date. On tbis day, R.A.F. 
planes and Army gunners des
ti oyed 183 Nazis. 

Two days later, on a glorious 
summer's morning, we heard 
Mr. Chamberlain announce that 
Great Britain was at war witb 
Germany. 

It was a slow war for many 
months until HiUer unleashed 
bis blitzkrieg through Belgium 
and Holland and into France. 
Outgunned and overwhelmed, 
the British Expeditionary Force 
reeled back to füe bcaches of 
Dunkirk. 

These were tough times. but 
i.hey were not without tbeir 
glory. Tbere was a splendour, 
too, about our defeat m·· Crete, 
when a small but gallant force 
from Britain and the Dominions 
fought desperately and unsuc
cessfully against the mightiest 
airborne force the world had 
yet seen. 

On May 7, Tunis and Bizerta 
were occupied. On May 13, the 
last remnants of Axis forces in 
Tunisia surrendered and tbe , 
Afrlcan campaign was over. 

July 10 brought the invasion 
of Sicily, and by August. 17, all 
enemy resistance thcre was at 
an end. 

On September 3, Allied forces 
landed on the mainland or Italy, 
and on Septcmber 8, the Italian 
Government surrendered un
conditionally. 

Tbere it faced destruction. 

It ended on June 1, 1941. 
June 22, 1941, is a date wbicb 

will never be forgotten by us, 
the Russians, or the Germans. 
On that day, Hitler made the 
big mistake of invading the 
Soviet Union. 

The Germans Iought hard ror 
every inch in Italy and it was 
not until June 4, 1944, tha1 the 
Allies entered Rome. 

But through the courage and 
dariug of the Royal Nacy, the 
Royal Air Force and a " fleet " 
of amateur yachtsmen and 
British flshermen, 300,000 sol
diers ·were brougbt back to 
Britain to flght again. Because 
of this, the days between May 
29 and June 3, 1940, will be ever 
remembered. 

On December 7, 1941, Japan 
bombed Pearl Harbour and the 
United States were in the war. 
Within a few 'days, Germany 
and Italy had ranged them
selves at the side o! the Son of 
Hcaven. 

On June 6, this outstanding 
cvent was eclipsed by the in
vasion of Normandy; the most 
mammoth undertaking in the 
history of war, and one wbich 
led to tbe liberation of France 
and Belgium, and the retreat of 
the German armies back to the 

Reinforced by the newly
raised and untrained Home 
Guard, the Army stood on the 
coastline of Britain awaiting a 
German invasion throughout 
the summer of 1940. 

Tbere were still dark days 
ahead for us-February 15, 
1942, wben the Japs took our 
great naval base at Singapore, 
and August 19, the date of the 
costly raid on Dieppe. 

Fatberland. . 
January 12, 1945, is an unfor

gettable date. On this day the 
Russian annies started the 
mighty offensives which swept 
across Poland and East Prussia 
into Germany. But the few fighter-pilots of 

the R.A.F. carne to the rescue 
again and shot Goring's Luft
,vaffe out of the skies. And 
without that vital air supre
macy, Hitler could not take the 

But the tide was soon to t.urn. 
On November 4 it was offi

cially announced that the Alds 
forces in the Western Desert 
were in full retreat before 
Montgomery's mcn. And on 
November 8, the large-scale 
Anglo-American landings were 
made in Norfü Africa. 

Then, on March 24, Britisb, 
Canadian and American armies, 
across the Rhine in great force, 
began the last battlc against 
Germany. 

Ihe years 
b\etween 

T HE Germans have the dubious distinction 
of being a nation that celebrates internal 

political upheavals by declaring wa, on her 
neighbours. 

They did it to mark tbe occasion of their unüL 
cation under Bismarck in 1870 by declating war 
on France. They did it in 1939 to IIllll'k their 
complete conversion to National Socialism by 
attacking Poland and challenging most of the rest 
of the world. 

The declaration of war by Germany in 1914 
~as the result of a poliey as steadfast and as 
determined as that which sent tbe panzers rolling 
across the frontiers in 1939. In both cases war 
had been diligently songht, and the timing had 
been carefully CO-ordinated to the requirements 
of the German Higb Command. In both cases. 
the short, swift war was the first objectivc, but 
plans had bcen made for a long war in case the 
swift victory proved impossible. German war 
policy eontained . a careful plan of provocation 
tbat, when switched on full blast, left war as tbe 
only salutation for the victi.ms. In the years tbat 
preceded this war, the strength of tbe German 
WJlr machinc was sucb that half Europe collapsed 
and agreed to ber most outrageous requests with
out even thc pretence at partial mobilisation. The 
events that led up to Munich marked how far 
the Britisb Empire was forecd to pocket its prin
cipies at the bebest of the German dictator. 

OUR RELUCTANCE 
Herr Ribbentrop, inSDired by tbe notable divi

dends of international blackmail, presented bis 
master witb two situations, both of whicb eould 
be exploited to the aggrandisemcnt of- tbe Reicb. 

Tbe first solntion was based on the assumption 
that thc decadent British Empire would not go to 
war. ThiB belief was based largely on Ribben
trop's own personal study of the Rritish character 
durlt,g the years when he was German Ambas .. 
sador in London This reluctance to ge to wa1· 
seemed to c,ffer the possibillty that a. notable 
proportic,n of thc property of the British Empire 
coultl be- transferred to the Rcich without the 
necessity of actualiy using up the strength of the 
German Azmies in battle. They would thus 
remain iatnct and at their bighe;,,t efficiency to 
protect tl!e loot once it had chnuged hand;:. 

If tbis bet f:likd then Ribbentrop was ready 
to encourage thc Fübrcr to vrove thc virility of 
the National SOCialist peoples by the purifying 
t<?st of battle. Both prospects were attraetive to 
Hitler and be expressed bis pleai,1.tre ty describ
ing Hibhentrop as tbe greatest r·oreign Ministcr 
sioce Biqna rck. Latcr on. when the sec:ond alter_ 
oath•e of war was inevitable, the FU'hrer, in a 
ratber uoguat·dCIJ ruoment lhat ,vm not be for
gotteu by hi,:;tory, <:aid that it was bis \V1S1l to 
hn1Jc a war wbile he was in lhe priru,, ot •i ... c 
rntb!'r tbnu íive years hence when pr<.'immably be 

'?at tllP approach of old agc might affect 
P t:1 ry genius. 

.1fter the clase of the last war, thc victors were 
too exhaustcd to take tbe necessary steps to 

l'nsure the one thiug worth wltilc procuriug üou1 
victory-the prevention of anotber Gc1·man war. 
Indeed, the A.llles madc it ooe of t11eir first tasks 
to put Germany on her feet agnin by poUl'ing 
,:,npitnl into tbe Rcich nnd re-cquipping Gcrman 
industry wlth U1c wost' modero plant. The 
rcsult was thnt the Nm:i armament industry 
r1uiekly became thc most formidable in Europc. 

Under the gul!'c of eivil·aviation, the Luftwafte 
was fashioned out oí the Luftltansa. 

The motor industry wa.~ pl:rnned to be able to 
switch to ful! pauzer production at lbe shorte¡¡t 
pos~iblc notice. 

Strength-througll-Joy holiday ships, advertised 
to give work:ers sea eruises, were in reality troop 
transports whoSe first military assigrunent was 
!he conveyance of fhe Candor Legion to Spain. 

Germany plotted, planned and worked withoul 
ceasiug for this war for at least 15 yMrs before 
its outbreak. Italy, dnped, outwitted and out
smarted at every political turn, was the willing 
accomplice in tbis grandiose crime to enslave tb~ 
world. 

Once again Germany, at a cost of rivers ot 
blood and untold treasure, has bccn stopped in 
her mighty smash and grab against mankind. 
Victory, however, will be a mockCl'Y unless we 
put tbe power to incite war finally bcyond the 
Teuton who con,:;iders the end of onc war to be 
the beginning of thc next. 

WILLIALlf CONNOR 

~""~'-'"""'"} 
The day it 

ali began 
On ihe morning of Sunday, September 3, 

1939, I was doing my first guard in the Army 
outside tbe company headquarters of a Terri
torial battalion billeted lo Eaton Square, 
London. 

My mind COllld hardly accept the fact that we 
were on the verge of war. Something would 
avert the disaster at the eleventh hour. 

But as I thought this, the sirens screamed 
out the first warning. 

This is how it ~egiru;, I thought, no declara
tion of war, just an air raid to set things going. 
Instinctively I looked in the dlrection of St. 
Paul's, expecting to see the sky blacken with 
hundreds of German bombers. 

But none appeared. 
Within a few minutes I was withdrawn into 

the building and the door was locked. It was 
then that I Iearnt that Chamberlain had de
clared war twenty minutes before the slrens 
sounded 

After the tension ot weeks of waiting the 
actual event seemed a flop. 

One could only look ahead and try to encom
pass tbe long years of toil. and suffering we 
must endure befare this thing was ended. 

Looking back on them now. they haven't 
been so very long.-B.M. 

• 
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1 hey laid ihe foundaitons of a new world. One is dead, but his wor k is his gr ea test mt mortal 

The Great Alliance 
WHEN the war of 1914-18 ended-at the eleventh 

hour of the eleventh day of tbe eleventb montb
the victorious Allies declared an era of eternal peace, 
and tben started to wrang].e among themselves as to 
who had won the war. 

No,\ after the greatest struggle which e convulsed 
war-torn Europe, we have by the grace of God proved 
victorious agam. But let tbe similarity end tbere. 

Do riot let this great triumph, wbicb we have pur
chased witb our blood and our toll, our tears and our 
sweat, be reduce<l to the sordid atmospbere of the 
auction room ln wblch each winning nation presses its 
own bids as being thE' ones which really tipped tbe 
scale. 
We won this war in Europe because Englishmen from 

London and the shires. Scots from Glasgow and tbe 
Highlands, confldent, sturdy men from the mining dis
tricts of Wales. and lrishmen from every part of tbe 
Emerald Tsle were willing to go to Egypt anc Africa, 
to sweat by day in tbe desert and freeze at nigbt, and 
to slog their wa'y through Sicily and up the iack-boot 
of Ita.ly. 

They were strengthened and reinforced by comrades
in-arms rrom every Dommion and Colony of our mJghty 
Empire, the measure of ,vbose sacrifice can ne,•er be 
weighed. 

We won this war ln Europe because brava meo from 
the 48 States sailed from America to flgbt and die 
witb their British Allies in Africa Italy and France. 

From tbe great cittes of New York. Cbicago and San 
Francisco they carne, in tbeir millions to leap from the 
springbo-ard of Britain into the cauldron of enslaved 
Euro pe. 

We won tbis war in Europe because the núgbty Rus
sians, tbe bulk of whorn do not even live in Europe, 
carne from tbe vast steppes, tbe frozen plains and tbe 
great rivers, and gave up tbeir way of life to roll. like 
a remorseless steam-roller. into the heart of Germany 
itself 

We won this war tn Europe b~cause the French, 
refusing to admit defeat wben it seemed as thougn even 
honour had been lost. rose again and helped to hurl 
the invader from their fair land. 

We won this war tn Europe because nations, great 
and smaíl, produc·ed mcn an.d women who were willing 
to sink their differences in rallying to the common 
cause of Liberty 
•The battle of El Alamein-perhaps the flrst great turn
ing point of the war-was won by soldiers of Britain 
and tbe Empire who could never have acbieved tbeir 
resounding victory wtthout the weapons and supplies 
whicb carne pouring frcm tbe factories of America and 
were delivered at tbe right place at the right time. 

We could nel'er bave cleared Africa without the 
Allied Armada, escorted largely by ships of the Royal 
Navy, composed of British and American troops. And 
wbo can forget tbe wav that France, short of every 
kind of equipment, rebuilt an Army from nothing. 

Tbe Americans bore the brunt of the flghting when 
the long-awaited ''Second Front" cascaded into Nor
mandy, but once more it was the Royal Navy which 
ensured that tbit: m.ightiest of all invasions should 
arrive triumphantJs,, its losses reduced to an unbeliev
able mínimum. 

And on the frozen llelds of Western Europe Brltons 
and Americans fougbt and died, side by side, in tbe 
same way as the Fiftb and Eigbth Armies had fought 
and died, side by side, in the snowy mountains of 
Italy, so that the Four Freedoms might come to t.he 
darkened Continen~ 

~.or let it be forgottcn that the war would sfill be 
going on were it not for the epic advances of the 
Russian Army thts year. 

No words can posslbly pay sufficient tribute t.o the 
valour of tbe Sovtet warriors. 

Their armed forces, and the men, women and child-

REMEMBRAN CE 
Tbis long, hard patb to victory is lined witb the 

wooden crosses wl4cb mark the graves of our com
rades who did not live to see their goal attained. 

They are of all colours, · all races, all creeds. 
To-day, when our bearts ftow over witb pride and 

gladnéss, !et us find sorne moment in whiéh we may 
remember tbem. 

They marched witb us, they fougbt by our s1des, 
they are dead while we live on 

ren who were classed as civilians but fought like heroes 
bave all put the worlel in debt to them. 

Yet the Russians themselves have been the ftrst to 
state tbat they could not have brought off therr match
less advance bad it not been for the pressure exerted 
elsewhere by their Allies and without tbe mass of 
equipment which the workers of Britain slaved to 
produce for them 

Thus the story unfolds. British sailors, American 
airmen, Russian soldiers-togetber they bave won the 
war In Europe. 

It has been fougbt on three Continents-in Asiatic 
Russia, in Africa. and finally in Europe itself. 

Civilians have had to endure the terror of death 
from tbe sldes, ana in many countries have found 
themselves actually in the front line. It has been a 
pageant of whole-hearted co-operation. 

Yet, tbough the war in Europe is won, we shall nave 
lost-and worse, we shall have broken f"lith W1th 
those who made th~ s11preme sacrifice-ü we let it 
rest at that. 

First, there is tbe war against Japan t:o prosecute 
with remorseiessness and speed so that peace may 
return to the 11ttermost parts of tbe world. And in that 
struggle we join with the patient. brave Chinese who 
have already been fighting tbe Japanese for over seven 
vears. But even wben Japanese Fascism remains only 

as a foul memory of d~eit, treachery and l'>esttal 
cruelty, our task as Allies wil1 be by no means com~ 
pleted. 

For tbe men 9f tbe five Continents who nave 
battled in barness together, so that tbe world may be 
a fairer place for tbeir sons, would bave battled m 
vain il tbey were not to strive together .o win tbe 
peace as valiantiy as they strove and won the war. 

Dissensions and difficulties there are bound to be. 
Eacb nation has its own customs and traits which, 
at first, appe3.r strange to its neighbour. 

But deep down, Uke an undying ftre, is thf belief 
in the eternal justices. The rigbt of every man to 
bave free speecb, to be free to worsbip wbere and 
how be will; to be free from want; to be free from 
fear-of other wars or of lack of reasonable c:ecurHy. 

For those thlngs we fo u g h t, and because we 
believed in tbose things, we conquered 

Let us now, united lo peace as in war, crusade so 
that those tbings shall endure and not perisb from of.f 
the face of the eat\h. but ftourisb in the good vears 
which we can fasbion in the future. 

No one of the Allies could have won the war in 
Europe alone. as we did together. No one nation can 
wio the Peace. But the Great Alliance, if it remains 
steadfast. cannot lose it PETER WILSON 
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o:wn leode~ 
FHOM FIELD-MARSHAL 

ALEXANDER: 
Al"ter ncarly two years oi' har<l autl 

,·oniinuous Ughting which started in 
::;i,·ily ·in the snmrñ.er of 1943, you stand 
1otlay as the victors of the ltalian 
c11111pajgo. 

, · +Jn have won a víi;tory which has 
e111l(·1l in lhe co1nplete and utter rout 
oJ' th,3 Germnu arined forces in the 
j\fodi!errancan. By cleariuf ltaly of tbo 
Jast ~azi agg1·essor. yóu havc 1iberated 
a ,·rmuti·y of óver 40,000,000 people. 

'l\u]ay tbe rcinnants of a ouce-prou<l 
ar1ny havo Jaid down their arms to you 
-closo on a 111illion 1uen with-al l their 
:u·111s. cquip1ne11t and impe<li1nenta. 

You 1nay ,vell be proud of this great 
antl victorious ca1npaigu \vhich wiJ] 
long Jivc in bislory as one of the 
greatl•st anti most succcssful evcl' 
w,1g-,•1J. 

Xo praist~ is high enougb for you 
sailors, soldit>1·s, air1nen ri.n.d workers 
or the Oni!ed ],'orces in Jtaly for your 
1nnl-(ni Ht•ent h·íurnph. 

.\[~, g-raliinUe to you aud JllY achnira
ti-011 i~ unhounded and ouly cqualleU 
l>y thc pridc ,vhic:h is 1uine in bring 
yo11 r Cnn11na111lt>r-in-Ch iet'. 

FROM L T.-GEN. J. P. MacNARNEY: 
'J'hi~ hour is thc g}orious ,:Hmax Or 

011t• of lhe grcatcst triu111phs in the 
long- hal'd-l'ought ,var in ,..\frica auU in 
]i;uroJJe. Yonr part will ]ivc alwuy~ in 
th" h<'nrts and n1in<ls or our peoples. 

·r1it1 attnek ngaiust the ene1ny's so
eall11d "inuer fort1·ess" bAgan in the 
i\lcclitl'1'1·a.neun. You havo come fron1 
Aln111tJi11 uut1 froJn ( 1asablanca to thc 
A lp . ..¡, After tbe succcM,;¡e~ in North 
Aírica, you sñ1a:-lhf'd the énen1y in· 
·.runi:-;ia. 

-~{on J1·ove him rom $icily. You in
,·ntled Itnly anil, despite ferocious 
1·esistance and incredibly difflcult 
terrain aud weathcr, you tlrove him 
back. always badk. 

Ynu have dcsti!o:vecl the best troops 
he possessctl. Ati this moment of sur
,emler, he is ugainst the Alps helplcss, 
undcr your blo,v~. any 1onger to dcíend 
hin11~t•li'. 

'J'he viclory is yours-You of the land, 
sea a11rl air ro1·ces pf 1nauy nationalities· 
,vho bave fought here as a si-ngle com
bat team. 'rhe surrender today is to you. 

.\J"ow, with· final and over-all victory 
in sight, !et us go forw¡n·d until the last 
foe .. Japan, is crushed. 'l'hen, and not 
uutiJ then, will íreedom-1oving men 
and \\•01nen bH ablo to enjoy lasting 
prat·1'. 
FROM GENERAL MARK CLARK: 

Wi lh ª· ful! ancl grateíul henrt I bail 
nud 1•ongratulate you iu this hour of 
e1J111pletc vieiory ove1• the Gern1an 
one,ny, and join wiil1 yon in thanks to 
.A hnjgbty Ood. 

Y om·~ has beeu a long, harc\ Jigbt
thll lungest in tho war of any AHied 
troops Jighting ou tho Contiñent of 
Euro11e. You men of the Fifth and 
Eightb Armics hiLVe brought that figbt 
to a successful conclusion by your 
1·ocent brilliant offensive opcrations 
which sbattered iho German fo1·ces 

. -OPJH>i:;ing yoü. 
'L'IH•il· sur¡,cnclor was tho inovllnble conrso 

left -t o t.hen1, tbey hall no01i11~ more to figbt 
wlrJ1 In Itnly, 

\"on havo demonstrated somelbiug n,}w un.J 
r c.uiarknblc in thí"' annnls of orgnnlsccl ,varfarc. 

Yo1l h.ave 8'.ho,vn thnt a hngc llghtin~ forcr, 
~~upo.-sf' <l of unlts fro1n U1any countriea, ,vith 
t11,·t'l's1' lnugunges ant1 rn$tOm}-I. in~irt>cl. as 
.von havc nlways IJCl'D, _\Tlth a dovotion to tho 
caul)o or i'rccdon1, cnu bccon1e an effective nnd 
bnr111oniOus Jlghting tcu1n. 

·rhis lciíunvork. ,vhicb has carri~d u~ to 
Vi(·tor.v. ba~ iucluüe(] in full mensurt} tbc 
supp,n·Ung nrms wbich havo ,vorked witb us 
1ln·on,!!hout tho cau1pnigu... 

'l'h1' ser vicf's tbat llave suppli<'d ns bnvc 
o,·,· i-eome unheliP"Vabl1! olJstncl cs anll hnvc 
k r p,t u~ cons~nntJy armetl, cqni1>11<'d ancl fccl. 

l he magn1ficent sup110rt ,vhicb ,ve havo 
ah,':.ty:. hnd fl'orn thc .\lliecl air and naval 
~01'1!<'$ in_ this th ratre ha~ ''"riiteu .a new pnge 
111 th i~ h1slory of cooJ)('rntil'r, co1nbnt action. 

Onr c:xnltalion in thi~ mowcnt is hlcndrcl · 
,vi111 ~01-ro,y ns wo p¡¡y tribnto to tbc beroic 
:\Jlli •1I s"ltlH' rs ,vho bnYe fall en in bnttlc in 
:,rd,•i- tl~:1t this victory 1uigbt l1c nchiev<'tl. 
T.he ·· nt1rc worI,1 wiJl :fo¡·,:,t<,:,r h1Jnou1· tlH' jr 
ru,·m11ry. 

., In addilion to the British and. l1idians, 1.ve luul 1;,oles ivho 
{011ght with the gre,1.test loyalty." 

:, There has bee,, e, great force from lhe Unitecl Stnces, 
second only in nu mbers to our 01.vn."' 

., A iVegro clivision o/ United States troops, ivhil'h has c,lso 
distingnished itself." · 

_, "Japanese o/ .4.nierican birth. tvho entered Turin.'' 

Here 1n Field-Marshal Sir Harold Alexander's own words 

are · the highlights of 

OUR OWN GREAT 
CAMPAIGN 

e,I HAPE q. nice, sneahing fecling that ,viten the lziatory 
o/ this conies to be writte111 the ltalian canipaíg,i ivill 

bt> judged as one of th.e ,nost brilliant and su<:cess/ul Jougltti 
in tliis war~ an<l bearing ronr.parison 1l'itlr fllilY ()[her$ 
fou{iht in tli~s co~ntry. ~ 

" Lucit_ play!i a great part 
d~te I have been, lucky." 

in these 111atters, ~nd ftJJ to 

'fhe words are those ol 
Field - Marshal Alexander: 
tlie time, last November. 

Here are sorne of the high
lights of , the Italiun cnni
paign recalled in the Ficld· 
Marshal's own words. 

The long-term plan 
"I J'11ust ask you to carry 

your minds back as far as ,A.pril 
and May, 1943, when we were 
still fighting the battle of 
Tunisia. 

"Even then, in the midst of 
that struggle to tree the North 
African coast, we were planning 
the invasion of Sicily. 

"The invasion of Sicily was 
not. to be an end in itself, but 
a steJ)ping stone towards bigger 
things-namely, to put Italy out 
of the .war, and the Germans 
out of Italy. 

ltaly invaded 
"In August the Eighth "Army 

Ianaea ·on the toe of Italy and 
f'..S I expected drew down sorne 
three· oi;. f_our divisions against 
it. On September 10 t h e 
American Fifth Army. consist
ing of orie British corps and 
one American corp,$, landed 
against ,one German division at 
Salerno and established its 
bridgehead. 

"Immediately the Germans 
reacted by withdrawing all but 
one division from the Eighth 
Army front and throwing an 
they had against the Fifth Army 
at Salerno. 

"The situation for a í"ime was 
critica], but this is \Vhere the 
double-handed punch carne in. 
I ordered the Eighth Army, who 
no\v had litUe opposition, to 
advance with a11 speed to 
Potenza, to come in behind the 
. Germans atiacking our 1anding 
at Salerno. 

"l also produced a third punch 
bY. Janding !he Bri!ish Para-

chlite Division in destroyel's at 
Taran to. 
· ''You know tbe rcsults. The 

enemy fell back to cover his 
lines of communjcation to the 
boi'th a:na we advanced to séize 
two vitally important objectives, 
the port of Naples in the west 
and the Foggia airfields in the 
east, as \Vel1 as the ports of 
Bari, Brindisi and Taranto in 
!he heel of Italy. 

The great regrouping 
"So ended tbe first phase of 

this campaign. I say ended, 
because a great regroupi:Og of 
Allied fo,.rces had to take pla~e. 

''Several divisions we1·e with
drawn far the Second Front 
logether with nearly ali !he 
landing craft and a great many 
installations. 

"In exchange far what had 
been taken away we got son1e
thing very useful. We got the 
French Expeditionary Fo re e 
which was to turn out a very 
fine one and we also got sorne 
very fine American divisions. 

A famous winter fin~ 
uHitler ordered the. holding Ql 

the famous winteÍ' line \Vhi"ch 
we kno\v as the Gustav Line :t-t 
cassino backed up by the 
reserve · ·POSition of thc Hitlei· 
Line. 

"The thing \Vhich caused me 
1nost cancero was tbe reali~ 
tion that if we allo\ved Kessel
r1ng to spend the winter in this 
formidable position, with time 
to complete it, \Ve should flnd ft 
very difficult to break it in the 
sprin~. 

Vital part of Anzio 
''The 11rst surprisc operation 

\V39 Anzio. Owing to limitations 
in landing craft, only a lift for 
t\VO divisions plus was available. 

"The enemy didn't weaken h. 
n1ain battle .front, but brougl 
do\vn .from the north son1e te 
fresh divisions. I must adm t 
lhat although we foresaw th 

he n1ight do 1his, l did not \vel
t.:ome it, although from the 1arge 
strategic picture, it was a move 
\Vhich gavc considerable satis
J'action to those \Vho conduct 
lhe strategy of our war effort. 

"Anzio was not tbe 100 per 
cent victory we hoped for, but 
as you will see later, it played 
a vital if not decisive factor 
in the success of our 1944 cam
paign by giving me once again 
a double-handed punch. 

F all of Rome and 
the Second F ront 

''The aim o.f the 1944 summer 
campaign was twofold: 

A. To destroy as much of the 
enemy forces as possible; 

B. To produce a flrst class 
victory over the Germans 
just before the Second 
Front was launched. 

"Very careful calculation with 
rega1·d to timings had to be 
made for this. Rome must be 
taken a few days befare• the 
Western invasion. 

"The plan was to group the 
whole of the Eighth Army 
opposite the Liri Valley unbe
known to the enemy : To make 
the enemy fear a break-out 
!rom Anzio: By a sudden sur
priSe attack to break through 
the winter line and draw off 
strength from the Anzio bridge
head, so· that they in turn could 
break out. 

"If successful this pincer 
moVement would destroy the 
German right wing and, of 
course, Rome would fall auto
matically into the bag. 

11We1l, you know the result. 

Running it fine 
"I do not "\vish to blow my 

o,vn trumpet: Luck plays a 
great part in these matters
and up to date I have been 
lucky. 

"Ron1e fell on June 4, 48 
hours befare the Western inva
sion was launcHed. We made a 
slight miscalculation there; it 
\Vas running it a bit fine, but it 
worked out all right1 because 
as you \Vill remember the 
Second Front was postponed 24 
hours owing to bad \Veather
luck again. 

Gothic Line 
and tactics 

"We broke through the Gothic 
Line agajn by secret regrouping 
and thi, care{ul timing of flrst 
one punch and . then another, 
always keeping the enemy on 
the run and never knowing 
where or i.vhen he is nex:t going 
to take it. 

"When the forces are equally 
matched only such tactics as 
these are th~ ones ,vhich pay, 
and I would call your áttention 
to this fact. 

"At no time in the Italian 
campaign have \Ve had any but 
slight superiority in numbers. 
It is true thát our superiority 
in the air is complete. -

"We have more tanks and 
guns. Against thi!J the ei1emy 
has, or <lid have, ali the. advan
tages in ground and the flexi
bility of onlY one arn1y against 
1ny ,Alli'ed Armies, \Vhich con
sist of British, Ame:ricans Cana
dians, Ne\v Zealanders,' Soutb 
Africans; Poles, French, Greeks, 
Italians, Brazilians and Indians, 
and who kno,vs if I shan't add 
other United Nations to these?'' 

By May 11 last year the Ger
mans had• lost 245,000 men in 
ltaly. The Supreme Commander 
also stated that before tbe last 
offensive which cleared North
ern 1taly and led to the capi
t~f'tion, that O\lr Allied armies 
were holdjng do,vn 26 German 
and six Italian divisiOns in Italy. 

U nconditional 
surrender 

"You may well be proud ol 
this great and victorious ca1n
paign which \Vill long live in 
history as one of the greatest 
and 1nost successful ever \Vaged. 

''No praise is higb enough far 
you sailors, soldiers, airmen and 
workers of the United ForceS 1n 
Italy for your magñiflcent 
triutnph. 

"My gratitude to you and Jny 
admiration is unbounded and 
only equalled by lhe prlde 
\vhicb is n1ine in bcing your 
Commander-in-Chief."' 

So Field-Marshal Alexander 
addressed his n1en at the victor
tous conclusion o:f the long and 
al'duous campaign when the 
Germans surrendered uncon
óitionally on May 2, 194S. 

:· iV{!;UJ Zealanders ivho have nw.rched all the tvay fro111. the 
bPginning right up to the very spearliead of the acli;ttnce." 

"A South African, 

• 

armoured divi-$ÍOn very fortt·ard in the 
fray." 

"Braziliatt forces ivhich have 111.ade VPT)' steady (tdvnnces." 

"A Jewish brigad,, ,ohich has fought in t/,p fron1 li11e ,,.;1/, 
co1trage." 

PIAISS • 
~ ·.¡ 

'11' •• 

OÚ 
stoitsme· 

FROM MR. CHURCHILL: 

':l'his army in Italy, American and 
British, commanded by our trusted 
General (Field - Marshal Alexnnder) 
,mc! having nnder bim General Mark 
Clark. who is an efficient allcl da.riug 
A1nc~r~cau soldier, hai;; hada marvcllous 
record s i neo it first landed in . the 
])eninsuJa-the lauding at Salerno and 
the treinendous Jighting at Anzio when 
we ~ied a tnrniug movement to Rome. 

Driving thc enemy northwardo bas 
placed an enormous effort upon our 
troops and has been attended by very 
boav:y losses in stubborn fighting. 

Wbat has made it particularly diffi
cult antl cJepressing to this army are 
the tremcndous inroads that have bcen 
,na(le on it in orcJer io belp for\vu.rd 
upern.tious elsewhore ... 

:i\loreov t>1', this fo1·ce was of so nlany 
rHfl'Preut nations that ouly so1r1c per
sonality of couunandiug qualitie~ 
1·ould have hcld them all aud woYen 
tí1,i1n togethPr. 

Look over the wholc list of lhese 
111eu \Vho t'ought. Taking our own cou
lrihution first, which was the largcst
B,·itish and Britiah-Indian division• 
of !he hi,rhest' quality. 

Ju additiou to British and ludian 
,livisious, wc l1ad Poles who have 
fougbt with tbc grcatest !oya!ty, New 
ZealandcrH wbo llave marehod ali the 
way from the beginniug right up to 
the very spearhead of the advance, and 
a South African armoured divi~ion 
vory forward in the fray. 

'l,he1·e has beeu a grcat fo1·ce i'1·om 
the TTnited Stat I seeond only in nulll
bnri; to our own. 

Thí•re havc been B1·az.ilian J'o:rces 
,vhi,·h havc 1nadc very s le ad y 
acl"t"ances, a Negro division of ·united 
titates troops, which has also clistin
gni-,¡h1=>1l itsPlr, a Jewish brigncie which 
\VC l'orrned and \vhich has fougbt in 
thl' fJ·out Uue with courage, .Jupauese 
of .,,\1neri('an bi1·th who entered 'i1urjn, 
anfl HnalJy th e frPe Italians ,vho have 
play,~d their pa.rt in clea1'ing l.heir 

1•onutry t'J'on1 the , lerman-Fascist yoke. 
Ali thesc forces, weakened ns lbey 

liad bPtin. \Ve re not rliscouraged. 

Divicled as fhcy were by racial 
lli l'ft•r1'nees. they ,vcre unitetl and 
re!iolvec.J opon their purpos~. ancl noW 
th«•ir re,vard is f'Ome an<l I a1n , •ery 
gln,l it has con1c at a ti111c when it can 
be ,iuglecl out and stands out as 
bri.nging to a conclusion the work of as 
gallant ijll arn1y ns evcr 1narchcd and 
brings tó the pitch of fame and mili
tary reputation a co1nmaudcr who had 
al,vays, t 1nay say, enjoyed thc fulleet 
coufirlen1..•.o or thc House o"f Con1móns. 

FROM PRESIDENT TRUMAN: 
On tbe occasion of tbo final brilliant 

victo10, of the Allied armios in Italy in 
i1npo~ing unconditional surrentle?' 
upou thc ene1ny, l wish ·to convcy to 
the A1nerican forces under yonl' rom
n1and and lo you personally, the app1·e
(!iation and gratitudc of the Prcsident 
ami 1>eople oí the Onited States. No 
vraise is adequnte for thc hcroio 
achieven1cnts aud 1uagnificent courage 
ot' every individual under your com
mand duriog lhis long ancl lryiog 
<'an1p::úgu. America is proud of the 
P5tsontjal conb.·ibntion made by your 
American a1·mies to the final .Allied 
vicio1·y in Italy. Our thanks fo1· your 
¡¡allant lcadorship and thc dealhless 
v;üour or your meu. 
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F IVE-AND-A-HALF year8! 
Five-and-a-hall years to 

redeem the follies of the men 
who mi8govemed 08 in the 
year8 before the war. Five, 
and-a-ball year8, in whicb 
time we bave been on the 
brink of di8a8ter and have 
looked into the chaotic flames 
of t h a t Commonwealth 
of Nation8, that sense of 
justice and that freedom of 
the individual laboriou8Iy 
built up by our forefatber8 
through thc centuries, which 
wore 80 nearly destroyed. 

Five-and-a-balf years, In whlch 
we saw the whole fabrlc of our 
ciefenccs crumble, so that we stood 
alone and seemingly almost 
defenceless against the armed 
might of the greatest ormy the 
world had then seen. 

A BEACON 
Five-and-a-half years, in whlch 

we toiled and fought and put 
forth our most desperate energics 
untll at lnst thc tldc turned 

FIVP.-AND-A-HALF YEAR\' 
-TO WRITE A CHAPTER IN 
THf PAGES OF HlSTORi 
THAT WILL STAND AS A 
BEACON FOR THE GREAT
NESS OF OUR PEOPLE LONG 
AFTER WE, WHO HAVE SUR· 
VIVED. ARE DEAD 

In the beginning, the story of 
these flve-and-a-half years does 
not make oretty readini:: 

We were a travesty of a natlon 
at war. It was the curtain to 10 
years of wishful thinking symbol
ised by such songs as We'll Hang 
Out OuT Washing on the Siegfrled 
Line and Run, Rabbit, Run. 

We had found a new way to 
make war-wllr without casual
ties. That, at any rate, was what 
W:! were told. We had ncarly a 
million unemployed. It was in
deed a "phoney" war. It is a 
th!ng to shudder at, looking back 
at it over the rivers of blood that 
havc been spilled across the faca 
oI Europe in the intervening 
years 

Thc day of reckoning dawned 
on April 9, 1940, whcn the Wehr
macht started its Spring offensive 
with an attack on Oenmark and 
Norway. 

On May 10. Winston Churchlll 
took over the direction of thc 
affairs of State. 

It was the eve of Ounkirk. 
On May 10, the Wehrmacht 

marched into Holland. Far faster 
than in 1914, Hitler's mechanised 
divisions thundered tbrough 
Belgium. Rotterdam was shat
tercd from füe air. Brussels was 
taken. Rundstedt's armour 
rolled forward through the 
Sedan Gap, and, by May 20. 
the British Expeditionary Force, 
under its Commander, Lord 
Gort, was isolated and tbe 
evacuation from the 'leaches of 
Dunkirk began, 

By tbe grace of God and the 
courage of tbousands of meo in 
small boats most of the British 
Exl?editionary Force got back. But 
tbe1r arms were left in France. 

DESPERATE 
NEVER WAS THE SITUA· 

TION IN BRITAIN MORE 
DESPERATE. ALL THAT 
STOOD BETWEEN US ANO 
UTTER DEFEAT W AS A 20-
MILE STRETCH OF WATER, 
THE ROYAL NAVY AND A 
HANDFUL OF MEN IN R.A F . 
BLUE 

lt wa~ oot until a year later, 
wben Lord Gort's dispatches were 

published, that tbe utter futlity of with a handful against Graziani's gether privately-owne,p weapons, 
our effort in France was fully huge forces, ~d our Navy de- ranging from pistols to hunting 
realised ployed for the defence of our guns, and sent them to equip 

In October, 1938, Sir Thomas country's lifelines, the people t he un arme d volunteere 
!nskip, Minister for the Co-ordina- girded up their loins for the long, who were determined to die 
tion of Oefeoce, and now Lord dark strugglc ahead._ rather than see their country 
Caldecote, had said: The workers and the manage- overrun as France had been 

"There is in almost everything ments of our factories worked overrun 
-1 think I may say everything-a with desperate baste to fulfil the Those w.ere the days wher. wt: 
stream which might fairly be demands that poured in upon manufactured Molotov cock
called a flood of these armaments them from thc War Office, from tails and rumours ran rlot of 
and equipment which we need to the Air Ministry and from the large numbers of German bodies 
complete our defences." Admiralty. washed up on our coast and 

This was but one of many The soldiers traincd for the day massed invasion fleet:, turned 
speeches made by various mem- when they w:ould recei.ve the nei.v back or utterly destroyed. 
bers of the Chamberlain Govern- equipment that was being manu- Then carne the blitz. And the 
ment in the pre- boys who fle\\ 
war rearmamentr,,,,==========================="":I those same Hur-

period designed THE , STORY OF ricanes that cam!, t o 1 u 11 t h e back from France 
country into a and the new 
belief thal an Spitfires de-
all - out war cisively defeated 

effort was being BRITAIN AT WAR t h e m u Ch-made. vaunted Luft. 
Yet Lo T d waffe. 

Gort, in his Those werc tht 
d i s p a t ches, ~ days when you 
shows that in could see a whole 
M a v. l 9 4 O, aerodrome de-
there was not tended by no 
only a short- ~ ~ more than a 
age of guns, couple of dummy 
but anti-tank L e w i s guns -
un 1 t s were when pilots went 
without the ~ --· - up the same day 
a r m o u T· 
ptercing shells necessary to 
makc thcm even moderately 
cffectivc agalnst thc tanks tliat 
Hitler was going to throw 
ogainst OUT forces 
When Hitler struck, he struck 

with upwards of 5,000 tanks, many 
of them of the heavy variety 
Wbat did we have after three 
years of rearmament? Apart [roro 
light tanks, we had just over two 
dozen tanks of a calibre capable 
of giving battlc to the enemy 

And that was how we went to 
war in the days before Ounkirk 

l met the men of twJ squadrons 
that carne into Croydon et that 
dcsperate time. One was a:1 Army 
ro-operation squadron. These 
boys had been bombed and 
shelled and driven from airstrip 
to airstrip back from Belgium into 
the beart of France. From their 
machines they had seen the might 
of the Wehrmacht rolling up the 
ill-equipped French and British 
forces, And they carne back with 
a desperate picture imprinted 
indelibly on their minds. They 
said we'd had it. They sald we 
could never hope to oppose the 
shattcring forces that Germany 
was throwin,,i into the battle. 

UNDISMAYED 
The other squadron carne in 

only a few bours later. It was a 
Hurricane squadron. Those boys 
weré like a dose of health salts 
to all of us. They were undis
mayed. More, they were literally 
cock-a-hoop. I forget the figures 
?IOW, but thev had downed some
thing like 77 GeTman atrcraft for 
the loss of 11 of theiT own. They 
said the JerTies were l ike sitting 
btrds. They said, in fact, gtve us 
planes - plenty of planes - and 
we•n knock the Luttwaffe out of 
the sky. 

I shall always remember that 
squadron-they were a breath of 
hope in a world of despair. 

Two phrases from the lips of 
the new Prime Minister marked 
the turning of this page of history. 
They were a clarion call to our 
people, a gauntlet t h r o w n 
defiantly in the face of our 
enemies 

They were: 
"I have no~hing to offeT but 

blood, toil, tears and sweat." 
And: "We shall fight on the 

beaches, we shall fight on the 
landíng grounds, we shall fight 

, tn the fields a?!d in the streets, 
we shall fight fn the hills; we 
slta/l never stlTrender." 

Withdrawn behind our lsland 

tactured, and 
stood guard 
beaches with 
had. -;.: 

at thr same time 
upan our naked 
whnt nrms thcy 

THE PEOPLE - NOT 
CONTENT ONL Y TO WORK 
LONG, OEADLY HOURS 
ON THE PRODUCTION OF 
ALL THOSE THINGS THAT 
WERE SO O ESPERA TEL Y 
NEEDED FLOCKED TO 
JOIN THE LOCAL DE-
FENCE VOLUNTEERS. UNITS 
OF WHICH WERE BEING 
FORMEO ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY AS THEY HAD BEEN 
IN THOSE FAR-DISTANT DAYS 
WHEN THE ARMADA SAILED 
UP THE CHA,NNEL ANO WHEN 
NAPOLEON THREATENED IN
VASION 

America, sensing tbe desperate 
urgency of the bour. collected to-

they had been 
shot down, in planes that had been 
flown in, untested, straight from 
tbc factorles. or took thcir kites 
riddled with bullets and practi
cally un-airworthy, up again and 
agaln to give battle to the enerny 
in defence of their country 

The Battle of Britain was the 
sublime test that pro\·ed tbe 
couotry to be something greater 
than it had seemed to the world 
for over 10 years. In the flre of 
1940 we tempered the steel of our 
resolve to return to the beaches 
of Dunk:irk and liberate our 
friends. 

FLOOD OF ARMS 
FOUR YEARS OF WEARY, 

OEAOLY AND OFTEN 
MONOTONOUS WORY. FOL
LOWED. FROM OUR FAC
TORIES MORE THAN 100,000 

TAN K S AND ARMOURED 
CARS ANO MORE THAN 
THAT NUMBER OF PLANES, 
NE AR L Y 1,500,000 UN4 

ARMOURED VEHICLES ANO 
A VAST QUANTITY OF ARMS 
AND EQUIPMENT OF ALL 
KINOS WAS FLUNG [NTO 
THE MA W OF THE W Ali 
MACHINE. ANO DESPITE 
OUR OWN NEEDS, RUSSIA. 
WHEN HER NEED WAS 
GREATEST, GOT SOME 5,000 
TANKS AND MORE THAN 
7.000 AIRCRAFT 

As our equipment grew, swel
ling with the ever-growing flood 
of arms poured out to us from 
America's factories, the resolve 
that we had taken in the dark 
hour after Dunkirk took shape 
and form. Froro the defensive we 
went over to the offensive 

At great cost we learned 1n 
1942, at Dieppe, about the 
difficulties of invading France. 

STRIKING FORCE 
It was the first of a long series 

of arnphibious operations - the 
only one to prove •msuccessful. 
There was North Africa, and then 
Sicily, ltaly, Salema and Aozio
Corsica Elba-northern Francc 
an'.i southern Ft·ance. 

Wbat Germany achieved m the 
years 1936-40, she achieved by 
rolling forward huge land forces 
under a cover of complete air 
domination, rolling them forward 
from a central point. 

What wc did between 1940 and 
1944, we did by moulding our sea, 
air and land forces into a per
fectly balanced striking force. 

For four years the Germans 
bave been retreating from terrl- · 
tory they had won at little cost. 

For four years we and our 
Allies have been attacklng and 
have thrust them out of one 
defensive line after another 

At least we can say that we 
have kept faitb and that we hove 
achieved all that we set out to 
achieve. 

defences, our Empire threatened, 
Wavell guarding the roed to India "HEARTS AT PEACE, UNDER AN ENGLISH HEAVE.N" 

• 



so WHAT 
NE-XT? 

NATIONS, WELDED TO
GETHER BY COMMON 

NEED AND COMMON 
FAITH, BY THE COURAGE 
THAT IS BORN OF LOVE 
OF LIBERTY, HAVE ONCE 
AGAIN DEFEATED AN 
ATTEMPT AT WORLD 
DOMINATION. 

...:the Land fit for Heroes to 
Live in-were soon nothing but 
a bitter joke, partly because 
too many people were too busy 
enjoying the boom that dis
graced our return to peace. 

Let the same thing happen 
this time, invite the same dis
illusion, and I am convinced we 
shall see an era of sucb self
interest as will kill the possi
bility of any kind of lasting 
peace and underm.ine the entire 

The night of Nazi terror ls economic structure of our 
ended and a new day dawns country. 
for the peoples of the world- Unless the laws of the jungle 
at least, so we are told. are to prevail, we must have 

Japan has still to be defeaíed. faith in the future of ourselves, 
We still have a war on our our country, our world. That 
hands. But future historians faith was badly cracked in the 
will probably recognise the end miserable pre-war days of 
of the war in Europe as the political pretence. lt has fused 
beginning of the time of Great· again in the fires of disaster 
Opportunity. and eventual triumph, but it 

What will be made of it? I must not be assailed once more 
tvish I knew. I wish I knew by the shattering blows of 
how determined we are all promises forgotten. 
going to be in our insistence on We must not allow our-
a decent world. selves tlie attitude of mind that 

u won't be easy. Tbe great says so!11ebody has .Pr.o~sed us 
kmptation will be to say, somethmg-Wbere 1s 1t. 
"l've done my bit. Now Jet We have promised ourselves 
the Government get on witb tbese things. You have promised 

the man who marched beside 
you through the length of Italy. 
The people back home, your 
wives, your families, have 
thought of you as :flghting for 
a better w orla. You may not 

it." 
lf that is the attitude of many 

people we might as well start 
digging now for World War 
Three 

have said a word, but your very 
silence was a promise. 

A ND ye t the tasks ar e enor-
mous. Firs t of all, the peace Tbe insistent voice of people 

terms and the reconciling of who fought and worked and 
difíercnces k suffe red 
that must exist as s tbrougb five 
even between weary years 
íriends. Then e f must be loud 
the rehabilita- • • and clear. 
tion of Europe, W e ha ve 
t.he return of 'BROWN invited our-
the countless selves to share 
millions taken in a decent 
from their • future. We are 
homes as slave labour for Ger- tbe hosts as well as the guests. 
man factories, the provision of Responsibilities remain. Japan 
food, the rebuilding, the balanc- has still to be beaten. Germany 
ing of financia! debits and must be occupied. We must 
credits. The Allied nations must always be prepared to fu1fil our 
help Europe in ali these things, obligations under international 
or else deny the responsibilities authority. These must be done. 
of to-day's victory and turn it Social security wi1l be useless ü 
into to-morrow's defeat. the bombs begin to fall ,.again. 

Parallel ,vitb these will be 
the foundation of a new inter- :t, :t. :f. 
national security organisation to 
replace the miserable failure 
that was the League of Nations. 
Here it will have to be decided 
how mucb sovereignty the 
nations are willing fo cede to 
international authority. I hope 
tbe answer will not be too little. 

What does that mean to tbe 
1·eturning Serviceman? lt means 
that the transformation from 
war to peace conditions, as we 
have known them, wi1l take 
longer than many might bave 
expected. 

It means that food and 
clothing rationing will remain 
for sorne time, that direct 
taxation must stiU be high, 
that indirect taxation wUl be 
such as to keep up the J)Tices 
ot things like beer and 
cigarettes. ln short, sacrifices 
wm stm be needed. 
As big as these, will be tbe 

problem of building our new 
Britai.n. 

We know that the Service
man and tbe factory worker 
want a comprehensive State 
system of Social Security, tbat 
they want work and food and 
decent homes with a· reasonable 
prospect of these things en
during. 

They can and must be pro
vided. There will be people to 
say tbat we can no longer 
afford to spend large sums on 
social services. I say we cannot 
afford not to. 

I FIRML Y oelieve that the 
p o 1 i ti e a 1 apathy t h a t 

blanketed the years between the 
wars bad its roots in the dis
illusion which followed 1918. 

The promises of the last war 

T HE next ten years can, if ,we 
try, see the building of a 

peace and a way of life that 
will, at least, stand a chance of 
being permanent. 

1 DON'T 
PULL 
DOWN 
THE 
NAAFI 

• 
You'll 
need 1t 

11

tomorrow
1 

Karnei-ad! 

B¡; WiLliam Philpin 

l'M NOT GOING 
T BAT is one tbing I know for 

cer&ain. To-nigbt I shall not 
go maffick.ing. 

It is not a priggish decision 
For me it will be a quiet nigbt 
of tallt, a nigbt of memories. 

I remember a conversation. 
Three soldiers told me of the time 
they were resting behind an out
jutting rock on the ruined road to 
Cassino and Rome. Tbey were 
talking, as we all talked, of the 
end of the war. 

I suppose they'll just go crazy 
again, said one. More bashing in 
of policemen's helmets, and girls 
going wild, and jU6t a few people 
very sad and just a bit asbamed. 

The sa.me as Mafeking, he said, 
and he quoted: "Motber, may I 
go out and maffik; tear about 
and stop the traffic?" 

The second bloke said that a 
deep sleep would be bis ftrst 
luxury, and if he went mafficking 
at all, it would be a sort of 
delayed-action mafficking. "The 
real mafficking will begin when 
we get back," said the third, 
"and it won't be policemen's 
helmets we'll be thinking about, 
either." 

Celebrations will begin when 
we're back, but not mafficking. 
This overwhelming news of to
day is for most of us, I ratber 
think, the beginning of long, deep 
thoughts, excursions into the 
period between the two wars, 
speculation on the future of 
England, Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland, and if I go in for a little 
quiet drinking with the boys in 
the course of this speculation, 
call it quie¡ drinking. but don·t 
call it mafficklna. 

PLEASANT LAND 

J UST now 1'11 tell you what l'm 
thinking of. l'm certainly 

thinkiog of our own green and 

. . 

MAFFICICING 
pleasant land freed from flying 
bombs and rockets and sireos 
and black-out. I can see thousands 
of fathers and motbers and wives 
and sweethearts breaking down 
into the relief of tears that the 
danger is over in Europe 

A bloke has just said to me: 
"I'll wager everyone in Wales is 
writing a lettcr at this very 
moment to the lads out here. Tell 
him we can hardly write for 
thinking oí him, the old mother 
will say, and thc men will go 
down to the pub when they've 
fini.shed writing, and tallt it all 
over long after closing time." 

And ali over Europe they'll be 
turning on the lights again, said 
someone. 

A FLASHBACK 

We were quiet for a bit, and I 
don't know what we were all 
thinking of, because to-day people 
haven't been as talkative as you 
might bave expected, but I know 
a picture flashed into my mind of 
a crocodile of 300 children getting 
off from school to the station with 
teachers like NCOs with them. 
Each child had an outsize luggage 
label in its buttonhole; all were 
on their way to safe areas, and 
this was on the 1st or 2nd of 
September, '39. 

J was thinking of the general 
stikc and the long lock-out of the 
mincrs, the long hunger march 
from Jarrow, and the first crush
ing of Vienna and Spain. 

All those things, from the first 
<.lay to the last, it is impossible 
.o forget, from Dunkirk to Crete, 
from Tobruk to El Alamein, from 
thc Mcdjerda and Longstop to 

Sicily and Italy, the Volturno, the 
Garigliano, the Ternl, from Anzlo 
to Rome, and so to the great 
landings in France. 

FORW ARD LOOKING 
M AFFICKLNG is backward-

looking, a spree that pretends 
lhe past will come again, and I 
do not want the past to come 
again, íor these men I knew did 
not die for the pasf to come again. 
The hop flelds of Kent will be 
whole again, and the vineyards of 
Cassino fruitful again, and that 
is a past I want again. 

Coventry and Plymouth, London 
and Bristol and Hull and all the 
rest wlll be built again, and that 
is a past I want. Lublin and 
Warsaw, Kiev and Stalingract, 
Lidice and Amsterdam, Bizertá 
and Cassino, Cologne and Ham
burg will rise again, and that iO 
a past I want, and mafficking wili 
not be in my mine until all the 
waste lands are green again. O 
will not be in my mind until all 
the wasted years between the twt> 
wars are cured of the ills that 
made men die without living to 
the full. · 

Certainly it will not be in my 
mind until the Japanese war la 
won. I remember as much as 
anything an American who was 
going home after North Africa 
and Italy. I expect after a month's 
leave l'm for the Japs, he said, 
and the expression on his face 
was certainly no Jap's business. 

Bernard 
Brett 
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THE EYES OF THE WORLD 
TURN NOW TÓ THE . PACIFIC 

T HE other half of the one war 
has still to be won. 

Perhaps it has hari tess stten
tion than it dese~s. amtd 
a11 the excitement of recent 
weeks over events nParer home. ' 

But there has never t>een any 
real excuse for for~etttne that 
this is part of the same war. 

For one thing, throughout tbe 
years when there were still two 
major enemles In the fietd. the 
Allles were C'onstantly faced with 
one problem which influenced all 
their decislons. 

The ever-recurring question 
was, how could they best dlspose 
thelr forces between East and 
West? 

Britain and the United States 
have been futly committed to this 
double campaign ever slncc 
December 7, 1941 

There was never any doubt 
about Br!tain's position In the Far 
Eastern war, for the British Com· 
monwcalth had suffered the most 
hea\•ily of all by Japanese aggres
sion. 

Britaln, with another enemy 
just across the Channcl, had .to 
save herself first. 

And both the great Western 
Allies needed time to rebuild tbeir 
sbattered naval strength. But 
Japan had to be stopped some
how. 

* * 
It became a question of decid

ing priorities at every stage of the 
war eífort, from sbipbuilding to 
infantry training 

The needs of the two theatre.s 
were vastly different, yet they 
both made the same sort of claim 
upon manpower-in the Forces and 
in the factories-and upon ship
ping 

At one time it was said, and 
accepted, that Germany must come 
flrst. and that wc could not hope 
to bring anything like full pres
sure against Japan until the vic• 
tory in Europe had been won 

But in· the past year or so that 
situation has radlcally changed. so 
that now. in the hour of Gcr
ro3ny's defeat, wo have ¡,!read.f,' 
gonc sorne way a long thc ·road lO 
Tokyo. 

Two things havc made thts' 
changc possible-the Allies· vast 
combined war production. and the 
releasc of naval and merchant 
shipping from other tasks in 
V/estero waters 

With the Mediterranean freed, 
the Allies had a sl:iorter route to 
India and thc Far East. and lheir 
leaders were ablc to modify theil' 
plans accordingly 

As the battle went on in Europe 
they made other changes, trytng 
always to build up strength in the 
Far East without weakeníng their 
forces in Europe. 

All the time shipping was the 
critica! problem, because of the 
vast distances to be covered in 
bringing the war to the other 
enemy. Japan. 

* * * Distance has domlnated tbe Far 
Eastern war from the start The 
theatre of operations is incon• 
cievably vast, even in comparison 
with the Russian battleflelds of the 
past four years. 

It is also remote from Allied 
centres of production, and most 
of the outposts whlch had served 
as Allied bases were lost in the 
flrst flood-tide of Japanese con
quest. 

In turning from West to East, 
then, we shatl need to think in 
vcry different terms. 

There are. two main campalgns 
to consideI'-the battle of the 
Pacific islands and the battle on 
the mainland of Southeast Asia, 
embracing operations in Burma 
and China. 

It Is more than possible that the 
two campaigns may be made one 
by the Americans strilting out 
from the Philipplnes to the China 
coast, making China the base for 
the final assault In Japan. 

The whole Far Eastern war ls, 
In fact, a gigantic pincer move
ment, starting from India and 
Australia, and based upon com
binations of sea, air atld land 
powcr which are different from 
any we have seen in the west. 

* * * Combined sea and sir power 
gave Japan her swift success in 
the Pacific, and by the same in· 
strument her conquésts are betng 
steadily wrested from her 

The t>eginning of Japan•s failure 
dates from the time. nearly three 
yeara ago, when her advance was 

Before the fighting citizens 
of The Empire can pack up 
and go home. there's one 
more score to be settled. 
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halted on the d o o r s te p ot 
Australia. 

She settled down to cxplolt her 
conquests, rich as they were in 
the raw materials needed for her 
war machine. 

But she could not prevent the 
Allies from building up their 
strenglh in Australia, for her sub
marine campaign against the 
Allies' long supply Unes had re
markably little success. 

There iB no doubt that Japan's 
greatest mistake was in under
estimating the productive capacity 
of the All!cs arrayed against her. 

The United Slates fleet, crippled 
at Pearl Harbour, was able to 
make good its losses with remark
able speed and then to mulliply 
its strength many times. 

By the end of last year, the 
Americans alone had 100 aircraft 
carriers in Far Eastern waters; 
Brltain had two fleets there, and 
aircraft were being produced m 
great quantities in Australia as 
well as in the United States. 

* * * Restored command of the sir 
and the sea has cnabled the AIUes 
to cover more than half the ocean 
road to Tokyo. They have done 
thls not by the laborious procesa 
or island hopping, but by neutral• 
i.sing enemy bases and tben strlk-

l>I\OJ8CTION 

ing ahead to make new bases, U 
need be, somewherc else. 

That Is another aspect of Allied 
resource which has surprised thc 
Japanese. 

This is an engineer's war, and 
nowhere has lt been better de
monstrated than in the construc• 
tion of airfields on the Paciflc 
islands. 

The war draws nearer to 
Japan's home waters, yet the main 
Japanese Fleet still contrlves to 
evade a full-scale battle. 

Britain alone has furnlshed a 
fleet capable of taking on Japan's 
fleet single-handed, and against 
the combined Allied naval 
strength, the enemy is hopelessly 
outnumbered. 

Preservation of "a fleet In 
being'' has become the only naval 
policy for Japan. 

But it means that Japan can 
make no serious effort to protect 
the supply lines between the home 
islands and the East Indies, now 
dominated by the Americans' hold 
on the Philippines. 

And so Japan risks losing mucb 
of the motive power of her war 
machine-oil, rubber and metals 
from the conqµered territorlcs. 

* * * Nevertheless, it is to the main-
land or Asta· that we mu6t lool, 
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for decisive factora tn judglng 
Japan's stren~th. 

She cannot overtake the Allies 
in naval or air power. 

But t'he strength ot her land 
forces has not yet been apprecl
ably reduced, and her war 
economy draws heavily upon the 
occupied terrltories nearest home 
-China and Manchuria. 

It has taken the Allics three 
years to win back a land route 
into Free China, and the main 
strength of the Japanese armies 
there has still to be engaged. 

American air bases in Soutb
west China have had to be given 
up in face of the Japanese drivc 
to establish a land route for them
selves into Indo-China, and this 
same drivc threatens China's life
line afresh. 

China's armies need weapons 
and trainlng if they are to meet 
the enemy on anything like equal 
terms. 

China as a whole needs material 
aid of every kind to makc good 
the ravages of seven years' war. 

But mosl of 11, China needs 
unity. 

There is a política! problcm here 
no less urgent than those of the 
Western World. 

The armlcs of Chlang Kai-Shek 
and the Communist armies of the 
North need to combine their 
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ef!orts with thosc of thclr Wcster11 
Allies to throw the invader out. 

* * * There can be no sort of doubt 
about Japan's ultimatc defeat, Ot' 
about the Allies' determination 
that it sball be as complete and 
final a.; that inflicted on Germany 

The question now is-when. and 
how? 

Economic resources, manpower 
and the will to fight, make up thG 
strength of a nation at war. 

If we were to rely on a war of 
attrition, Japan might be able to 
hold out for a long time, in spite 
of what she has lost, for her man. 
power situation is not yet critical 
and there Is no sign of her people's 
fanaticlsm being broken. 

She will no doubt try to play 
thc waiting, wearing game, seek
lng to drive the Aliies into dis• 
unity or disillusionment. 

The answer wlll be to carry lh& 
war to the enemy with ever-ln• 
creasl.ng vigour until the job ia 
flnished. 

That we are pledged to do in 
concert with the B r I t l s h 
Dominions and our great .Allics, 
the Unitcd States and China 

And the greater the strength \Ve 
are able to bring to the task. t11e 
sooner will the world be rld o! the 
other enemy to its peace and 
e;ecurity 


