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We have learned the full meaning of citi-
zenship. We are going through an ordeal
that has called into play every faculty we
possess, and that will leave us facing life
sanely, distinguishing very sharply be-
tween its realities and its solemn plausi-
bilities and a hundred times more efficient
than we were for meeting all its emer-
gencies.

You must not think of England as de-
pressed. She is facing her task, she is
bearing her titanic load, with a tenacity
that is wonderfully serene. She is serene
not only because she is confident of her
power, but because she knows she is fight-
ing for the noblest causes that ever sum-
moned a nation to arms, and because she
knows, with an equally passionate cer-
tainty of conviction, that honor and duty
left her no alternative.

A NATION IN TRANSITION

Although nowadays in England there
is little social life—people have no time
in which to see anybody—and little travel,
and practically no sport, and few oppor-
tunities and less inclination for amuse-
ment, and although we have to get along
as best we can without servants, or with
very few of them, without letters—every-
body is too busy to write except to the
men at the front — without motoring,
without lights in the towns after dark,
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and without Paris fashions and dinner
parties and balls, and although every
morning there stares us in the face the
ghastly list of the fallen and the wound-
ed, still we are buoyed up by the knowl-
edge that the cause, the great cause, is
worth all sacrifices and all privations,

That is why we have gladly surren-
dered our most cherished liberties, turned
our parliamentary system inside out, and
submitted to a multitude of restrictions
and inconveniences any one of which in
the little days of peace would have started
a rebellion.

Great Britain, that seemed so fixed, is
now in transition ; the foundations of its
whole scheme of life are shifting, even if
they are not breaking; habits and preju-
dices and old instinctive attitudes of mind
are in process of dissolution; economic
conditions that one thought were rooted
in the deeps are made plastic and ad-
justable; and from this welter of re-
newal there is springing up an England
strengthened by enormous sacrifices for
great ideals, ennobled by poverty, disci-
plined without losing her characteristic
flexibility and self - reliance, knowing
more than a little of the true faith of
social equality, and proud to have played
once more, and not without honor, her
historic role as the defender of the lib-
erties of Furope.

RUSSIA’S DEMOCRATS

By MoNTGOMERY SCHUYLER

HERE is nothing new under the
sun, Recent events in Russia

have not introduced an entirely
new system of government into that great
empire, but the revolution of the past few
weeks, as we hastily but inaccurately call
it, is in truth a reversal to an earlier form
of democratic government in which the
Russian people centuries ago had made
great progress and in which they stood in
the forefront of the European nations.
The leaders of thought in Russia today
have not evolved a novelty, nor are they

experimenting with a novelty ; they have
simply brought back to life the centuries
old popular saying of the people in Rus-
sia: “If the prince is bad, into the mud
with him.”

We must admit, of course, that it has
not been exactly the custom in the past
few hundred years to act upon this say-
ing in the case of rulers who had made
themselves disliked by their subjects, but
the underlying spirit was always there,
waiting with infinite Russian patience for
the men and the hour.
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THI MONUMENT OF FAME: PETROGRAD

In the square to the east of the Trinity Cathedral towers this cast-iron shaft surmounted
by a bronze figure of Victory, The monument was erected in 1886 to commemorate the
events of the Russo-Turkish War.of 1877-1878. Five rows of captured Turkish cannon form
the flutes of the Corinthian column and ten ("11)111rr:d guns decorate the base. The adjacent
cathedral occupies the site of the wooden chapel in which tradition says Peter the Great was
married on a November night in 1707 to Catherine, the future empress.
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RUSSIAN CAVALRY ADVANCING AGAIN INTO AUSTRIAN TERRITORY

With the inability of the commissariat department of the Russian War Office to cope with the problems of provisioning troops in the early
days of the Furopean struggle, mmmilh es appointed by the semstvos (local elective assemblies) began to provide for the comfort of the men
during the maobilization pe riod. Gradually but steadily these committees, which at first pulmmul services similar to those rendered by the Red
Cross and similar organizations in this country, took over every function of the quartermaster’s {]{']‘.IerH]tHl of the army and navy. This invaluable
work, quietly and inconspicuously performed by the semstvos, long lhe most i]JL]‘iI influences at work in Russia, has been more effective than

any |rn\li one factor in causing e peasanis Lo \Ii..' lul' new govaerinmernt .::.'. LalV



The whole social fabric of the early
Slav was of a communal kind, but of a
communism very different from that
which afterward grew up embracing
common property. Collectively the Slavs
tilled the soil and carried on other occu-
pations and collectively they lived in
large timber houses.

It was an excellent system for the de-
velopment of certain features of self-
government : but in the troublous times
in which it started, it was not sufficient
to give any one collection of people a
preponderance over other groups, and it
was not suited to any great advance in
civilization.

In time it was realized that some
stronger and more centralized form of
control was needed for the protection of
the Slavs from their more warlike neigh-
bors, the Asiatic tribes, by whom they
were surrounded.

They took, then, voluntarily one of the
most remarkable steps recorded by his-
tory, or at least vouched for by legend:
they themselves called in to govern them
two Scandinavian princes and a prin-
cess—Rurik, Igor, and Olga—and said
to them, according to the story: “Our
country is wide and fertile, but there is
no order. Come and govern us.”
Eventually these princes and their fol-
lowers became the new aristocracy of the
time, very much as happened in England
with the Normans, who were, if we be-
lieve tradition, the same race of people.
The union of the two elements gave
the people what they lacked and formed
the beginnings of the Russian Empire of
today, with their mixture of democratic
ideas with perfunctory obedience to es-
tablished rulers.

In the early days princes could not ex-
act obedience against the wish of the peo-
ple.  Unpopular rulers were dismissed
with scant ceremony in medieval Russia
and, especially in the palmy days of Nov-
gorod “the Great,” there was a real self-
governing republic in the heart of Russia.

THE TATAR CURSE

In spite of the new blood thus ac-
quired and the traditions of democracy
which were rapidly and widely develop-
ing from these factors, the geography of

RUSSIA’S DEMOCRATS
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the country once more showed its power
in influencing history. The Russian com-
munities were spreading and scattering
all over the plain, and while they were
laying the foundations for future great-
ness of empire there was not sufficient
cohesion among them to develop the
broad unity of purpose which was to be
found so necessary if these little States
were to resist invasion.

For along with the growth of the prin-
cipalities came the great vital fact which
stands out and dominates everything else
in the history of medieval Russia, name-
ly, the later Tatar invasions and the grad-
ual subjugation by them of the Russian
princes. In another country the inhabit-
ants could have retreated to mountain
and desert regions and held off the new-
comers for centuries.

_ But the peaceful and peace-loving Rus-
sians were in no condition to resist these
formidable barbarians, who, under the
celebrated Genghiz Khan and other lead-
ers, rapidly overran Russia and in a com-
paratively short space of time had
brought the whole country under their
rule. The very nature of the loose and
highly localized government of the princes
was their undoing and they suffered by it
for centuries, and in fact until they took
a leaf from the conquerors’ book and
themselves built up the central power
they needed.

We must therefore, I think, regard the
Mongol invasions as the underlying cause
of the development of the autocratic prin-
ciple in Russia. They built up a super-
structure of Oriental despotism and au-
tocracy, which, in one form or another,
has lasted in Russia until the present time.

Tiven in far-away times the Russian
peasant was impatient of too much con-
trol over his personal liberty and his
property, and when he was not strong
enough to resist or powerful enough to
drive out the offending prince he did the
next best thing — disappeared himself,
with all his belongings, and founded a
new settlement elsewhere. This fact must
be kept constantly in mind in any study
of the reasons why the Tatars obtained
and kept for so long such a hold upon
the Russian principalities ; the people and
their rulers were not united by bonds
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©@ Underwood and Underwood
A PRELATE OF THE GREEK CHURCH BLESSING AN AUTOMOBILE AMBULANCE, THE GIFT OF RUSSIANS IN PARIS. THE CEREMONY TOOK
PLACE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE
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PRIESTS OF THE GREEK CHURCH BESTOWING BLESSINGS ON RUSSIAN SOLDIERS AS AWARDS FOR VALOR
An interesting ceremony behind the Russian lines is this personal blessing bestowed by their priest on Russian soldiers who have distin-
guished themselves on the battlefield. The Russian soldier is devoted to his church, and the personal blessing by the priest is more valuable to him
than any military decoration, even if bestowed by the Ruler himself.
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sufficiently strong to make them fight
against the invaders.

The peasants were originally holders
of land and members of rural communes ;
they were constantly trying to maintain
their rights of freedom of domicile and
movement, but the princes and nobles
were as constantly attempting to limit
and nullify these rights, so that they
might not be deprived of the services of
the peasants on their lands.

In the reigns succeeding that of the
terrible Tvan, the principles of autocracy
replaced whatever forms of popular gov-
ernment there had been. The state of
the small farmers and peasants slowly
became worse and they degenerated into
the position of appanages of the land on
which they lived.

THE FIRST ROMANOFF WAS ELECTED TSAR
BY AN ASSEMBLY

It is a curious fact, and one little ap-
preciated now, that after some years of
trouble and rebellion, Michael Romanoff,
first Tsar of that name, was elected by
an assembly. IHe did not succeed to the
throne, nor had he any particular right
to be chosen.

Once more for a time the Tatar teach-
ings were forgotten in Russia to some ex-
tent and there was a partial return to the
older methods.

The fact that Michael had been elected
limited to some extent his autocratic
powers, the more so as his election was
the result of several compromises be-
tween the different factions of the no-
bles and courtiers, and he did not feel
strong enough in the support of any one
group to oppose the will of other cliques.

He, therefore, returned to the system
of obtaining counsel and support from
the people by means of “zemskii sobory,”
which were not exactly parliaments, but
assemblies representing different districts
and classes of society. In these conven-
tions the greatest part was taken by the
representatives of the middle classes.
One result of these assemblies was the
production of a new code of laws.

Jut Michael’s successor, Alexis, sup-
pressed them and put autocracy firmly on
its feet, there to remain until the present

day.
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ABSOLUTISM WAS THEN NEEDLED

However much we may regret the dis-
appearance of popular government from
Russia under the early Romanoff emper-
ors, we must admit that it was necessary
for the growth and expansion of the Em-
pire. The Tatars probably never would
have been driven out when they were
under the old system of petty multitudes
of principalities, each jealous of the other
and intriguing against it at the court of
the khans.

Absolutism at that stage of the world’s
development was neceded for the firm
control of an enormous territory such as
was the Russian plain, which of itself
formed no obstacle to foreign invasion
and which tended to produce a uniformity
of race and government. y

Peter the Great could not have done
what he did in bringing his country into
the ranks of modern States if he had not
had an autocratic form of government.
He realized fully the influence of the
army in establishing him firmly in the
new absolutism, and in 1716, in his mili-
tary statutes, he declared: “His Majesty
is sovereign and autocrat. He is account-
able to no one in the world.”

From the time of Ivan the Terrible it
was autocracy which, more than anything
else, contributed to the long history of
territorial extensions of Russia and her
prestige, such as it was, abroad. In an
endless cycle, territorial expansion led to
political extension of this doctrine, and
this to new territorial growth.

By the end of the reign of Peter an
autocratic emperor was head of the na-
tion, the church, and the army, and held
absolutely in his own hands all spiritual
and temporal power.

TITE RESTORATION OF SELF-GOVERNMENT

BEGUN

The famous Emancipation Act of the
Emperor Alexander 11 in 1861 suddenly
altered the status of the peasants and
from a condition of practical slavery
made them freemen once more.

It was soon found necessary to give
them a certain share in local self-govern-
ment and a somewhat complicated adjust-
ment of this matter was arranged. There
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RUSSIAN OFFICERS TAKING TEA IN THEIR CASINO

When, by imperial rescript, Nicholas II put an end to the manufacture and sale of
vodka, the natibnal alcoholic beverage, there was much groaning among the 120,000,000 white
Russians, but the effect was miraculously salutary, both upon the civilian population and the

soldiers.

was a village council called the wolost;
this was composed solely of peasants and
was a sort of devclopment historically of
the ancient mir, or commune, a survival
of the old family rule. The wolost, how-
ever, was soon seen to be inadequate and
a larger unit, the zemstvo, was created by
an imperial decree in 1864.

The best English translation of this
word, perhaps, is “county council.” It is
an assembly of deputies from the volosts,
to which are added a certain number of
nobles, so that peasants and proprietors
are seated together. Above the district
zemstvo again are the provincial councils,
consisting of chosen representatives of
the lower councils,

This system worked fairly satisfac-
torily for a number of years and had
made the begmning of self-government
in parliamentary fashion once more in
current use in Russia. In 1889, how-
ever, the government decided to have its
own direct officers in each rural district,

and for that purpose appointed semski
natchalniki, or rural overseers, to live in
each district.

As these petty officials were appointed
not by the people, but by the central ad-
ministration, their presence was not wel-
come, and their interference with local
affairs and their constant surveillance of
the people brought about many conflicts
with the local authorities. They were
designed to be a sort of guardian for the
peasants, on the theory that the latter
were unfit to govern themselves, but in
reality, of course, they were spies.

The legal economic status of the peas-
antry, it must be remembered, is that of a
minor not fully competent as yet to man-
age his own business or private affairs.

The decision, however, that the peas-
ants of Russia were not capable of self-
government, even in the ordinary affairs
of the community, while convenient for
the bureaucracy, was not very successful
as a way out of the practical difficulties
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THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. ISAAC: PETROGRAD

The magnificent gilded dome of this the largest church in the Russian capital is one of the most impressive landmarks of the great city on the
Neva. It was begun in 1819 and completed in 1858 from plans prepared by the French architect, Ricard de Monferrand. The inner height of the

great center dome is 260 feet, 44 feet greater than that of St. Paul's in London. Built of granite and marble, the structure cost more than
23,000,000 rubles ($11,750,000). The Senate Building is seen to the right.
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VIEW OF ST. ISAAC'S CATHEDRAL, AND MONUMENT OF EMPEROR NICHOLAS I

To the south of this great religious edifice, which is built in the shape of a cross, 364 feet long and 315 feet wide, is Marie Square, in which
stands an equestrian statue of Nicholas I, the “Iron Tsar,” who at the outbreak of the Crimean War relied upon “Generals January and Feb-
ruary’” as his best allies against the French, English, Sardinians, and Turks. At the corners of the statue are figures of Justice, Wisdom,
Strength, and Faith—sculptured portraits of the Tsar's wife and daughters.




widlhi

e s iy ;:‘

Photograph from J. C. Grew
EKATERINSKAYA CANAI, AND THE, CHURCH OF THE I\'T",!':[.’I\‘I{FZ(_"]'II"!X__ BUILT IN MEMORY OF ALEXANDER II, ON THE SPOT WHERE HE WAS
ASSASSINATED
_ This, one of the four drainage canals of the fashionable quarter of the Russian capital, is faced by many important structures, including the
Kazan Cathedral and the Imperial Bank. round is seen the many-domed Church of the Resurrection, erected over the spot
where Tsar Alexander Il was assassinated. The canal follows a meanderine course, but in the main runs parallel to the Great Neva, into which
its waters flow at hoth ends.

In the central back




arising from the making of freemen out
of serfs in such enormous numbers.

BUT THE PEOPLE'S GREATEST NEED—
EDUCATION—WAS DENIED

What the great mass of the Russian
people needed and what should have been
put into execution as soon as the emanci-
pation of the serfs was effected was a
system of popular education embracing
the whole people, in the course of which
they should have received the instruction
necessary for their first attempts to re-
sume any self-government on the new
scale.

Had this course been at once followed
and continued until the present time, it
is very doubtful if Russia would have
had on her hands the terrible tragedies
which followed the emancipation.

The government seemed to be afraid
to give the common people any education,
even to the extent of allowing them to
read and write. It thought, apparently,
that with education would come dissatis-
faction with the existing form of govern-
ment, and that with dissatisfaction would
come some attempt to bring about re-
forms,

So the bureaucracy adopted the old
expedient of burying its head in the sand
and in refusing knowledge to the people.
This was naturally only partially success-
ful. Education in schools might be lack-
ing, but it was impossible to keep a hun-
dred and fifty million human beings per-
manently in the dark and without knowl-
edge as to how the rest of the world was
living and progressing.

The Russian peasants may be illiterate,
as, indeed, according to statistics, about
70 per cent of them are, but they have
the shrewd intelligence of the peasant all
over the world, and their sturdy common
sense makes up for lack of schooling to a
great extent.

Thus, in spite of all opposition, the
rural and urban assemblies retained the
germ of local government, and in spite
of the dual control, as the result of which
much of their influence was nullified,
they did have a certain value in airing
abuses and suggesting improvemerits.

Their existence was often threatened, but
never entirely stopped.

RUSSIA’S DEMOCRATS
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Note, however, that there was no na-
tional congress or assembly of any kind
from the eighteenth century down to the
foundation of the new Imperial Duma,

in 1906.

THIE, FIRST NATIONAL CONGRESS IN 280
YEARS

The members of this body were to be
chosen by electors from all over the coun-
try. The new law gave the suffrage to
every man over 25 years of age who had
a fixed domicile and a certain property
qualification. In rural districts those
peasants had votes who were fathers of
families, together with the rural land-
owners, nobles, merchants, and members
of the clergy; in the cities, State officials,
members of the public services, and pro-
prietors with certain qualifications. In-
dustrial workers who could prove six
months’ continuous labor in establish-
ments having at least fifty employees
could also vote.

The Duma could express views, but
was nearly helpless in carrying into effect
any reforms. But it had a certain influ-
ence for good in its very existence, and
after a succession of abortive sessions,
the later assemblies developed a courage
which was truly remarkable when the
forces opposed to it are considered.

It is not too much to say, in the light
of recent events, that the Duma and what
it stands for is responsible directly and
primarily for the overthrow of the Ro-
manoff dynasty and the establishment of
a new form of government in Russia.

The reason for the failure of the revo-
lutionary movement which convulsed
Russia in the years immediately succeed-
ing the Russo-Japanese War is that the
methods were too radical and too remi-
niscent of the old nihilism to be popular,
even with the milder groups of revolu-
tionists.

The arguments of that time consisted
in bombs thrown at unpopular ministers
or officials who, although not disliked
personally, were supposed to embody the
principles of the autocratic régime too
closely, It is doubtful if these enthusi-
asts ever had the support of any large
element of the Russian population out-
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Photograph from J. C. Grew
CORNER OF THE WINTER PALACE: PETROGRAD

Since the completion of this royal residence under the direction of Catherine the Great it has been the winter home of the reigning autocrat
of Russia. It was finished more than 150 years ago, but was partly destroyed by fire during the second guarter of the nineteenth century. Facing
the River Neva, it spreads over more than four acres of ground. On the west side is a garden laid out by the recently deposed monarch.




side of the acknowledged ‘“advanced”
visionaries.

The leaders of the movements of 1905
and the succeeding years were men whose
abilities and whose methods in no way
held the confidence either of the middle
classes or the peasants.

In fact, what with the devotion of the
peasant to the “Little Father” as typify-
ing the supreme head of Church and
State, and his innate distrust of all
strangers, it had never been possible for
the revolutionists to get any wide sup-
port among the lower classes. In many
cases the transplanted peasants who made
up the industrial classes in the cities had
quite openly taken that side, but indus-
trialism as opposed to agriculture had
never enough votaries to make their sup-
port effective.

The riots and general disturbances of
1905 were largely confined to the cities
and to workers on the various railways
who had been in sufficiently close touch
with urban life to make them quicker to
feel the need of change and progress.

THE PRESENT LEADERS ARE FAR-SIGHTED

The leaders of the new movement,
however, have learned their lesson. In-
stead of sporadic instances of terrorism,
followed by violence, they have entered
upon a campaign of education, carried
out systematically and with restraint, for
the purpose of having all the people with
them when the opportune time to strike
should come.

They eagerly seized the opportunity of
the war and its consequent needs to illus-
trate in a practical way how much better
they could manage things if given the
power, and the Russian, who may be
slow, but who is not dull, has learned the
lesson so graphically put before him.

It is, of course, too soon after the stir-
ring events of the last few weeks to esti-
mate with any degree of accuracy just
what result the overthrowing of abso-
lutism will have on the future of the
Russian people. The peasants—that is,
of course, the vast majority of the in-
habitants of the Empire—have, since the
emancipation, been singularly indifferent
to their government except in the way of
mnterest in the whole agrarian question.

RUSSIA’S DEMOCRATS 223

If the dynasty and the bureaucracy had
seen fit to give the peasants a satisfactory
solution of the problems arising from
land ownership, as they so easily could
have done, I doubt greatly if there would
have been any revolution at the present
time.

Even a fairly good rule would have
satisfied these simple people. The lim-
ited amount of self-government they en-
joyed in the rural assemblies, hampered
though it was, was enough for the most
pressing questions of local interest.

These assemblies, however, naturally
had no authority to dig down to the root
of the peasants’ grievances—the unequal
distribution of land and the lack of any
just system for adjusting complaints
thereon—and could not on that account
be considered satisfactory.

What undoubtedly had more effect
than anything else in influencing the peas-
ant favorably toward the new govern-
ment and against the old was the fact
that shortly after the beginning of the
present war it was seen that the regular
commissariat department of the War Of-
fice was quite unequal to carrying out the
tasks imposed by the mobilization of the
millions of men called to the colors in
Russia, namely, of provisioning, clothing,
and transporting the men according to
requirements.

ASSOCIATIONS OF THE PEOPLE

The first mobilization was carried out
in 1914, in the summer-time, and did not
entail any great amount of physical hard-
ship on the recruits. When the winter
of that year had arrived, however, and
the cold had made transportation difficult,
the suffering was great.

In many cases troops had to be sent
several weeks’ journey by rail in unheated
freight cars, without any conveniences,
and if it had not been for the splendid
work of the zemstvo committees thou-
sands would have frozen and starved.

Each local assembly, both in city and
country, formed special committees, as
they had done in the Japanese war, and,
working with that perfect spirit of co-
operation which distinguishes Russians
of every walk in life when interested in
any common object, they rapidly and




In the center of the Dvortzovaya Square,

Photograph from J. C. Grew

THE BIGGEST MONOLITH OF OUR TIMES—TIHIE ALEXANDER COLUMN © PETROGRAD

before the Winter Palace, towers this huge

pillar of polished red Finnish granite, nearly 1co feet high and 13 feet in diameter. The
height of the whole monument, including the bronze angel clasping a 2o0-foot cross, is 15304
feet. It was erected in 1834 by Tsar Nicholas I to the memory of his brother, Alexander L.
On the side facing the Winter Palace is the inscription, “Grateful Russia to Alexander 1.”

energetically took over practically the
whole fask of providing food and other
needed supplies for the soldiers.

Booths were established at railway sta-
tions where the men could get bread and
hot tea on the arrival of the troop trains ;
nurses and doctors were on hand to look
after any who might need their services,
and a whole system of first aid was soon
in effect.

Soon it was found necessary for these
committees to take up the question of

buying supplies in quantity and in trans-
porting these supplies to where they were
needed. This was followed by the organ-
ization of boot and clothing factories,
help in munition works, and gradually,
but steadily, the zemstva took over prac-
tically every function of the quartermas-
ter’s department of the army and navy.

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE DRUNKARD

Another phase, and one perhaps as im-
portant, if not more so, than the develop-



Photograph by Gilbert H. Grosvenor

A STREET SCENE IN MOSCOW, RUSSTA

The low-hung, single-passenger vehicle, with its ponderously yoked horse, is as typical
of Russia as is the howdah-equipped elephant of India or the man-power jinrikisha of Japan.
Carriages for infant Russia are not in universal use, however, as evidenced by the little
mother in the picture with her arms full of baby.
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AFTERNOON TEA IN RUSSIA

The popularity of the cup which cheers but does not inebriate has increased enormously

since vodka went out of fashion.

Another favorite table beverage of the Russians is kvass,

the liquor drawn off soaked black bread or white bread.

ment of popular aid to the military forces
of the country, is the immense expansion
of the already existing codperative socie-
ties since the beginning of the war. This
growth is very closely connected with the
abolition of vodka and the consequent
entire sobriety of the whole nation for a
period which is already of nearly three
years' duration.

Strong drink had always been the one
absolutely essential thing for the peasant.
Whatever else he lacked, he must have
his drunken spree once in so often, and
no obligation, no duty, and no work ever
interfered with the far more important
task of periodically getting drunk.

As each spree took at least three days’
time—one day to get drunk, one to lie
drunk, and one to.recover his senses—
the working time of the average peasant
was greatly diminished. To this was
added the due observance of all State
and Church holidays and anniversaries,

and also bad weather, so that in all prob-
ability 150 days would be a large labor
average for a year.

When the Emperor “by a stroke of the
pen,” as is so often said, wiped out the
great curse of drink from the people, he
not only added greatly to their economic
forces, but to their military fitness. It is
now widely felt that one of the most po-
tent reasons for the ill-success of the
Russian arms in the Japanese war was
the constant state of intoxication of so
many of the officers and men.

With the ending of vodka, however, a
great deal of spare time was thrown on
the people. Drinking was one of the
chief amusements of millions of men who
could neither read nor write, and if dis-
orders, if the mischief which Satan al-
ways finds for idle hands, was to be
avoided, something must be substituted
in the way of clean and healthful recrea-
tion.
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SIBERTAN HIDES AND VILLAGE OF THE TATARS: NIZHNI-NOVGOROD, RUSSIA

© Underwood & Underwood

Live-stock breeding is second to agriculture as a pursuit among the inhabitants of
Siberia, a region one and a half times as large as all Europe and forty times larger than the

British Isles.

It must be remembered that, as a result
of the dislike of the authorities for all
assemblies of people, no matter of how
innocent a character, there had been prac-
tically no lectures, concerts, theaters, or
other forms of pastime, if we except the
excellent military band concerts in the
public parks on summer evenings.

One of the first cares of the codpera-
tive societies, with their millions of mem-
bers, after the abolition of drink was to
get up diversions for the neighborhood,
which were usually held in the lofts over
the codperative stores or warehouses in
the villages. Cinematographs, amateur

theatricals, concerts, and other commu-
nity activities were started and had great
suceess.

The money once spent for drink now
stays in the peasants’ pockets or is put in
the rural branches of the government
savings bank, and the total deposits of
that institution have swelled incredibly
in the past two years. :

GROWTH OF THE PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATIONS
1S PHENOMENAL
The growth of these codperative socie-

ties has been phenomenal. For instance,
in one district alone the number has been
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increased from 50 to 302. The societies
for wholesale purchase have increased
from 40 to 400.

There are now 60 credit unions work-
ing, with some 10,000 separate coopera-
tive credit societies. In Moscow there
has been organized a Central Codperative
Credit Bank, which in 1915 did a busi-
ness of $140,000,000.

It is impossible to imagine how wide-
spread have become the ramifications of
these unions and societies. There are
now building or in operation flour mills,
oil works, starch works, paper and sugar
plants, and machine shops. In one town
we have an electric-light plant, giving
people light for a dollar a year.

There is no doubt that in thus helping
their members to the number of millions
‘these societies have in no small degree
contributed to the military successes of
Russia, for in every instance they can be
found working in close harmony with the
committees of the zemstvos engaged in
the buying and furnishing of the enor-
mous quantities of supplies needed by the
dArnnmes.

Under the leadership of devoted and
able administrators, the numberless com-
mittees appointed by the various zemstvos
have been untiring in reaching out for
new fields of activity, and only the sus-
picion and jealousy of the official classes
has prevented them from turning Russia
into one great communistic settlement.

The catalogue of the work undertaken
and carried to success by these commit-
tees would be long and meaningless.
Some of the more interesting of these
phases, however, may properly be
touched upon.

Let us take, for example, almost any
point on any railroad leading from the
interior to the fighting front of Russia
at the present time. As you emerge from
your railroad car at the station, you prob-
ably see on a switch in the yard a long
train of cars painted gray, with big, red
crosses on the sides, and, on looking
closer, you can read, “Hospital train for
active army service of the Zems-
tvo.” Into this train stretcher-bearers are
carrying wounded men from motor am-
bulances outside the station, similarly
marked, which have just come in from

28 THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE

the temporary hospitals established by the
same committee just behind the lines of
trenches.

IN COOPERATIVE EFFORT RUSSIA CAN
TEACH US MUCH

Nurses, orderlies, doctors, medicines,
and dressings—all are provided by these
same units and without expense to the
government, In each city, town, and vil-
lage women are organized into groups—
sewing, making bandages, knitting warm
sleeping things, or doing something else
useful—much as they are in all the other
belligerent countries, but with a far
greater degree of coordination and less
of confusion and duplication of effort
than is to be found anywhere else.

In a country so singularly inefficient as
Russia is in many ways, there is yet much
for us to learn in the way of codperative
effort and aid.

One of the most interesting private in-
stitutions, which works along the same
lines as do the committees just de-
scribed, is what is known as “Purushke-
vitch Points.” Mr. Purushkevitch has
been a member of several of the Dumas,
and at the beginning of the war organ-
ized at his own expense a number of
“points.”

I visited and made a thorough inspec-
tion of a “point,” situated not far from
the city of Dvinsk, on the northern front
of Russia. We started out in a fast
American automobile and, after going as
far as was thought safe for the car to-
ward the front-line trenches, we left it
and proceeded on foot to the point. This
was a settlement some couple of miles
behind the front trenches.

A Sister of Mercy was in general
charge of the whole work. Under her
were three doctors—men too old for the
active work at the front, but quite ready
to perform any minor operations or give
any necessary dressings or other aid.
They had a well-equipped hospital in a
tent surmounted by a large Red Cross
flag.

Other tents were dining, dressing, and
sleeping rooms, and still others contained
supplies and quarters for the large staff
of orderlies and attendants.

The sister in charge told me that there

g
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Photograph from Doston Photo News Company
THI, GEORGIAN MILITARY ROAD OVER THE CAUCASUS

This great highway, over which motor omnibuses are operated regularly in peace times
for six months of the year (April 15 to October 15), is one of the most beautiful mountain
roads in the world, It ascends the valley of the Terek and crosses the Krestovaya Pass at
an clevation of 7,800 feet, then descends to the famous city of Tiflis. It was under con-
struction for more than half a century, being completed in 1864. For a distance of eight
miles the road runs through an awe-inspiring gorge, flanked by precipitous walls of rock
more than a mile high, :




THE RED SQUARE: MOSCOW

Lying between the Kremlin and the Tnner City, this great space in the heart of Moscow has an area of more than thirty acres, To the right is

scen a part of thc bntlImmnlLd wall of the Kremlin,
seen o por Hon

In the center of the picture is the unforgettable Cathedral of St, Basil.

shops and '.Imu. l‘1| 1[|-.T. ywrical \Iu~.< um and the Kazan Cathedral bound the square on the fourth (north) side.

To the left may be

1 nt fagade of the famous Trading Rows, erected at a cost of nearly $8,000,000 (including the site), for wholesale and retail
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Photograph by H. S. Cresswell
VIEW OF THE KREMILIN FROM THE BRIDGE OPPOSITE THE CATHEDRAL OF OUR SAVIOUR: MOSCOW

T'his ancient, fortress-like triangle, occupying an entire quarter of Russia’s second city and medieval capital, is the historic center and sacred
shrine, the very heart of the great Slav empire. he palace of the Tsar, surrounded by government buildings and churches, is girded by a battle-
mented brick wall a mile and a quarter in circumference and 65 feet high. Nineteen towers stud this wall and five great gates afford access to the
conglomerate mass of buildings which constitute a great nation’s treasure-house of sacred, historic, and romantic associations. The Kremlin is to

Russia what the Roman Forum and St. Peter’s combined are to Italy.
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A RUSSIAN PEASANT FAMILY AND TEAM

The good-roads mevement has not vet reached the great Slav empire, which embraces one-sixth of the landed area of the globe. The high-

ways, as a w hole, are tortuously rough an:! in certain seasons almost impassably muddy,
heavy strains. The large wooden voke is universal in Russia,

so that the carts of the peasants

must be :i(nwrn:’fl to resist




Photograph from H. S, Cresswell

A FAMILY GROUP IN A SMALL 1] CTURING SUBURB . NEAR MOSCOW

} ; ical” Russian household; large families are the rule in the Muscovite e
pire. spite E: ] : s of births ove 5 sater here than in any other leading country. The population iner
00 per ce
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Photograph from H., S. Cressncll
THE HOUSE OF A RUSSIAN VILLAGE POSTMAN, NEAR MOSCOW

There is no rural free delivery in Russia. In the country districts the addressees are required to call for their own letters at the nearest
post-office or r"ul“ ay station. Resfaurants, Imtu.ls and shops, as a rule, charge a commission on postage stamps. One of the peculiar rules of the
Russian postal serv 15 been the it letters ~are lable to confiscation unless a declaration is made hefore mailing by the sender.

Il QVer nln 3, showing lh\l a m ]!.': \\4‘110 can repair and malke shoes.

Motice shoe =
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SCHOOLMASTER AND BOYS: MOSCOW, RUSSIA

The percentage of illiteracy in Russia is higher than in any other
civilized country. According to the most recent estimates (1908), only
211 persons out of every 1,000 can read and write. But these conditions
are being remedied rapidly, for a census taken during the last decade
of the nineteenth century showed that at that time only 50 out of every
1,000 could read and write. Illiteracy among the women of Russia
is far greater than among the men, the proportion being more than

two to one

Photographs by Gilbert H. Grosvenor
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OF SUCH IS THE EMPIRE OF RUSSIA

A kindly, noble race of tremendous vitality and fecundity, in which
the leaven of national intelligence has begun to work with amazing
rapidity and power. Their inheritance is a land of fabulous resources
and unlimited potential plenty; the possibilities of their development
under a liberal and enlightened government enthrall the imagination.
Truly, “the world is all before them now, and Providence their guide.”




Photograph by C. 8, Alden
SAFETY RAZORS HAVE NEVER BEEN POPULAR IN RUSSIA, AS BEARDS ARE THE FASHION

Only about one-half the land of the province of central Russia known as Nizhni-Noy-
gorod is suitable for agricultural pursuits, and of this three-fifths is owned by noblemen and
only about one-sixth by the hardy peasantry. Although much of the land is the fertile “valley
black earth,” the yield of wheat, rye, barley, oats, and potatoes is frequently insufficient for
the population, so that nearly every year more than 100,000 persons leave their villages in

quest of temporary work in neighboring provinces, or “zovernments,” as the more than one

hundred subdivisions of the empire are called. Owing to the efforts of the Nizhni-Novgorod

zemstvo, there has been more progress in education in this district than in many of the other
governments.
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had formerly been three
sisters there, but that the
cold and dampness had
been too much for the
others, who had been
forced to go home to re-
cover their health. She
showed me a new hut
which was being built
for her under the shelter
of a near-by hill, which
it was hoped would be
drier and more comfort-
able than the tent she
had.

There are about 25 of
these “points” scattered
at various places along
the front, and the inten-
tion at each one of them
is that anybody who
comes along shall be
taken in, whether pris-
oner, officer, visitor, gen-
eral, or private, and
given whatever he may
be in need of.

Facilities are provided
for hot baths and clean
suits of underwear for
tired soldiers; good and
bountiful meals are sup- =
plied smoking hot for
any one who is hungry ;
beds are there for as
long a stay as may be
found necessary, and in no case are ques-
tions asked.

I enjoyed a very good dinner during
my visit. The fittings were of the sim-
plest, but everything was clean and good.
[ pecked into the bath-house and found
there some half dozen soldiers thoroughly
cnjoying a steaming vapor bath. They
had just been allowed to come from the
trenches and were shortly going back.
Other groups of soldiers were lying about
at rest, enjoying a smoke and perhaps a
game of some kind.

This work is the nearest approach to
what would be called Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association effort in this country
which T found anywhere on the Russian
iront. In general the men simply lie
around their barracks when they are not
working, unless they are attending church
or playing some game in the open.

Photograph by Gilbert H. Grosvenor
A FEATHERED FORTUNE-TELLER AND HIS KEEPER AT THE
FAMOUS NIZHNI-NOVGOROD FAIR

THE GRATITUDE OF THE SOLDIERS

All of this work was at first greatly
resented by the officials who should have
done it themselves, but before long even
they realized what was being done in this
quiet, inconspicuous way, and today the
whole army realizes that without this
splendid service the war, so far as Rus-
sia is concerned, would have been over
long ago.

Under these circumstances the defects
of bureaucracy and the good work of the
unofficial organizations became more of
a reality to the peasant soldier than they
could otherwise have been, and his grati-
tude, while silent, was none the less sin-
cere.

The zemstvo assemblies, which have
long been the most liberal influences at
work in Russia, have now become the
most popular. They have unbounded in-
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Photograph by C. 5. Alden

RUSSIAN PEASANTS AT THE FAIR: NIZHNI-NOVGOROD

Situated on the River Volga, the great artery of Russian trade, Nizhni-Novgorod is
world-famous for its fair, held each year from July 20 to September 10, during which time
the value of goods sold and ordered sometimes amounts to nearly $200,000,000. Cotton,
woolen, linen and silk stuffs, furs, iron ware, pottery, salt, fish, wines, teas, and leather are
important articles of barter. As the capital of the government of the same name, the city
ordinarily has a population of 100,000, but during the fair it is visited by 400,000 people
from all parts of Russia and many points in Asia. The importance of the trading center
dates almost from its founding, in 1221, as a barrier against the inroads of the Mordvins

and Bulgarians,

fluence on the people, and under the able
and devoted leadership of such men as
Prince Lvoff, President of the Associa-
tion of Zemstvo Committees, and other
patriots, they have, more than anything
else, contributed toward the present
changes in Russia.

The Liberal element, under the leader-
ship of men like Paul Milyukoff, now
Minister for Foreign Affairs; Alexander
Guchkoff, President of the Third Duma,
and a small group of far-seeing men, has
had to contend, on the one hand, with
the old regime, the dynasty, and the bu-
reatucracy, and on the other with that far
larger number of men and women who
in their desire for a new and free gov-
ernment have not stopped at any means
to attain their ends, and whose preaching
and carrying out of the doctrines of an-
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archy and terrorism have retarded by sa
many years the establishment of free and
representative government throughout
the length and breadth of the great Rus-
sian Empire.

RUSSIA'S STRENGTH

What will be the result of the revolu-
tion on the present war? That is the
question now uppermost in the minds not
only of Allied statesmen, but of every
one in the United States as well. Cer-
tainly, in a general way, this is not diffi-
cult of answer.

If the new leaders can succeed in bring-
ing actively to their side, without foolish
opposition from the more radical ele-
ments, the vast majority of the people and
the rank and file of the army, they will
have no trouble in bringing, or rather




% 3“"
-?’ p ‘ .
; A b ..
s > F
g ) l .
2 L % 8-
}‘. = - ™ ,
Ay 1
Ry 'j Jn 5 : = ..z¢th-
qn "i_! ‘ B iE 1 ‘
...-'ﬂ"".% - Ii ‘! 1 ' i B E ‘ -
i'_, l'-i_ A - %

-
EELLL
—

o

Photograph from Boston Photo News Company
THE CHURCH OF THF IMPERIAL PALACE OF PETERHOF

Fighteen miles from Petrograd is the town of Peterhof, founded by Peter the Great in
1711.  The imperial palace is built in imitation of Versailles, the main building heing in three
stories and connected with the wings by galleries. It was built by Peter the Great in 1720 and
enlarged 30 years later for the Empress Elizabeth Petrovna, This church, with its five gilt
cupalas, is the work of Rastrelli,
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keeping, Russia in the war, in a position
of greatly increased strength and vigor.

The mere fact that in the course of a
long and bloody war Russia has been able
at the same time to fight her foes at home
and abroad proves most strongly her in-
nate strength and steadfastness.

I have often been asked why Russia
has not done better in this war ; why, with
her millions of man-power,she has seemed
to have had victory time and time again
in her grasp only to lose it by some mis-
take.

It has been impossible to make people
realize what Russia was fighting—two
foes at once, more than any of the other
nations engaged in the war has had to
contend against. We shall probably not
know for long, if ever, what a struggle
has been carried on within Russia against
the forces which sought to deliver her

helpless and bound to her enemies abroad.

Up to now the news has all seemed to
favor the probability that the new Russia
will succeed n forming a stable and pow-
erful government on the ruins of the old,
and in doing so she will have the earnest
good wishes of all her allies and all her
friends, and in the latter category may
now be placed for the first time the whole
of the United States.

For it must be admitted that in this
country one of the strongest reasons for
not entering the war, either actively or
passively, on the side of the Allies has
been the thought that in so doing we were
backing Russian absolutism, the antithe-
sis of everything for which our own
form of government stands, the symbol
of absolutism and terrorism, of autocracy
against democracy, of darkness against
light.

REPUBLICS—THE LADDER TO LIBERTY

By Davip Javyne Hirw

ForMmErLy U, S. MINISTER TO SWITZERLAND, T0 THE NETHERLANDS, AND
ForMERLY AMBASSADOR T0 GERMANY

F WE spread out a map of the world,

for the purpose of comparing the

territorial extent of the different
kinds of government existing at the pres-
ent time, we find that the area covered
by “republics” occupies approximately
30,250,000 square miles, or considerably
more than one-half the habitable surface
of the globe.

If we add the area of the British Em-
pire, the spirit of whose government is
now entirely democratic, and whose “au-
tonomous colonies,” as the Dominions
are now called, are virtually republics,
the area of free government reaches the
enormous total of about 41,500,000 square
miles, or about four-fifths of the inhab-
ited earth.

Turning now to the proportions of the
population of the globe under the “re-
publics” and other forms of government,
we find that of the total inhabitants of
the earth, estimated at 1,600,000,000,
more than 850,000,000 are living under

nominal republics ; and if we add the pop-
ulation of the British Empire, which may
be called a commonwealth of republics,
the total would be about 1,250,000,000, or
more than three-fourths of the human
race.

If to these areas and populations we
add those under constitutional govern-
ments, excluding all those under avow-
edly absolutist rule, we find only a small
fraction of the globe still adhering to a
system which only a century and a half
ago was practically universal (see maps,
pages 242 and 243).

FEW REPUBLICS IN 1776

These facts are the more astonishing
if we consider what the result of such an
examination would have been if made,
let us say, in the year of our Declaration
of Independence, 1776. At that time
there would have been found upon the
map of the world, apart from a few iso-
lated so-called “free cities”—like Ham-




