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We have learned the full meaning of citi­
zenship. We are going through an ordeal 
that has called into play every faculty we 
possess, and that will leave us facing life 
sanely, distingitishing very sharply be­
tween its realities and its solemn plausi­
bilities and a hundred times more efficient 
than we were for meeting ali its emer­
gencies. 

You must not think of E ngland as de­
pressed. She is facing her task, she is 
bearing her ti tanic load, with a tenaci ty 
that is wonderfully serene. She is serene 
not only because she is confident of her 
power, but because she knows she is fight­
ing for the noblest causes that ever sum­
moned a nation to arms, and because she 
knows, with an equally passionate cer­
tainty of conviction, that honor and duty 
left her no alternative. 

A NA'rION IN 'l'R.'\NSI'rION 

Although nowadays in England there 
is little social life-people have no time 
in which to see anybody-and little travel, 
and practically no sport, and few oppor­
t unities and less inclination for amuse­
rnent, and although we have to get along 
as best we can without servants, or with 
very few of them, without letters-every­
body is too busy to write except to the 
men at the front - without motoring, 
without lights in the towns after dark, 

and without Paris fashions and dinner 
parties and balls, and although every 
morning there sta res us in the face the 
ghastly li st of the fallen and the wound­
ed, still we are buoyed up by the knowl­
edge that the cause, the great cause, is 
worth ali sacri fices and all privations. 

T hat is why we have gladly surren­
dered our most cherished liberties, turned 
our parliamentary system inside out, and 
submitted to a multitude of r estrictions 
and inconveniences any one of which in 
the li ttle days of peace would have sta rted 
a rebellion. 

Great Britain, that seemed so fixed, is 
now in transition; the foundations of its 
whole scheme of li fe are shi fting, even if 
they are not brealdng; habits and preju­
dices and old instinctive atti tudes of mind 
are in process of clissolution; economic 
concli tions that one thought were rooted 
in the deeps are made pbstic and ad­
justable; and from this welter of re­
newal there is spri nging up an England 
strengthened by enormous sacrifices fo r 
great ideals, ennobled by poverty, clisci­
plined without Josing her characteristic 
flexibility and self - reliance, knowing 
more than a li ttle of the true faith of 
social equali ty, ancl proud to have played 
once more, and not without honor, her 
historie role as the defender of the lib­
erties of Europe. 

RUSSIA'S DEMOCRATS 

B Y MoN T GOMERY Sc H UYL ER 

T HERE is nothing new under the 
sun. Recent events in Russia 
have not introduced an entirely 

new system of government into that great 
empire, but the revolution of the past few 
weeks, as we hasti ly but inaccurately call 
it, is in truth a reversa! to an earlier fo rm 
of democrat ic government in which the 
R ussian people centuries ago had made 
great progress and in which they stoocl in 
the forefront of the European nations. 

The leaclers of thought in Russia today 
have not evolved a novelty, nor are they 

experimenting with a novelty ; they have 
simply brought back to li fe the centuries 
old popular saying of the people in R us­
sia: "If the p rince is bad, into the mud 
with him." 

We must aclmi t, of course, that it has 
not been exactly the custom in the past 
few hund red years to act upon this say­
ing in the case of rulers who had made 
themselves disliked by their subjects, but 
the tmderlying spirit was always there, 
waiting with infinite Russian patience for 
the men and the hour. 
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'l'HE MONUMEN'l' OF FAME : PETROGRAD 

In the square to the east of the Trinity Cathedral towers this cast-i ron shaft surmountecl 
by a bronze figure of V ictory. The monument was erected in 1886 to commemorate the 
events of the Russo-Turkish War. of 1877-1878. F ive rows of captured Turkish cannon form 
the flutes of the Corinthian column and ten captu red guns decora te the base. T he adj acent 
cathedral occupies the site of the wooden chapel in which tradition says P eter the Great was 
marricd on a November night in 1707 to Catherine, the future empress. 
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RUSSI AN CAV.\LRY ADVANCI NG AGAI N I N'l'O AUS'l'RIAN 'l'ERRI'l'ORY 

With th e inability of the commissariat clepartment of the Russian War Office to cope with the problems of provisioning troops in the early 
clays of the European struggle, committees appointecl by the ::emstvos (local elect ive assemblies) began to provicle fo r the comfort of the men 
during the mobilization period. Graclually but steadi ly thcse committees, which at fi rst performed services similar to those rendered by the Red 
Cross and similar organizations in this country, took over every function of the quartermaster's dcpartment of the a rmy and navy. This inva luable 
work, quietly and inconspicuously performed by the ::e111stvos, long the most liberal influences at work in Russia, has been more effective than 
any o the r o n e factor in caus ing the p easants lo v iew thc new guvcrnm cnt wit h fa,·o r. 
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The whole social fabric of the early 
Slav was of a co111111unal kind, but of a 
communi sm very different from that 
which afterwar<l grew up embracing 
common property. Collectively the Slavs 
tilled the soil ancl carriecl on other occu­
pations and collectiYely they livecl in 
large timber houses. 

Tt was an excellent svstem fo r the cle­
velopment of certain f eatures of self­
government; but in the troublous times 
in which il startecl, it was not sufficient 
to give any one collcction of people a 
preponclerance over other groups, ancl it 
was not suited to any great ad,·ance in 
civilization. 

In time it was realizecl that sorne 
slronger and more central ized form of 
control was needed for the protection of 
the Slavs from their more warlike neii;h­
bors, the Asiatic tribes, by whom they 
were surrounded. 

They took, then, voluntarily one of the 
most remarkable steps recorcled by hi s­
tory, or at least YOuched for by legend: 
they themselves called in to goYern them 
two Scandinavian p rinces and a prin­
cess-Rurik, Igor, and Olga-and said 
to them, acc01·ding to the story : "Our 
country is wide and fertile, but there is 
no order. Come and govern us." 

Eventually these princes and their fol­
lowers became the new aristocracy of the 
time, very much as happened in England 
with the N ormans, who were, if we be­
lieve tradition, the same race of people. 

The un ion of the two elements ga ve 
the people what they lacked and formed 
thc beginnings of the Russian Empire of 
today, with their mixture of democratic 
ideas with perfunctory obedience lo es­
tablished rulers. 

In the early days princes could not ex­
act obedience againsl the wish of the peo­
ple. Unpopular rulers were dismissed 
with scant ceremony in medieval Russia 
and, especially in the palmy days of NoY­
gorod "the Great," there was a real sel f­
govern ing republic in the hea rt of Russia. 

TTIE T.\T.\R CURSE 

In spite of the new bloocl thus ac­
quired and the tracl itions of democracy 
which were rapiclly and widely develop­
ing from these factors, the geography of 

the country once more showed its power 
in influencing history. The Russian com­
munities were spreading and scattering 
a li over the plain, and while they were 
laying the foundations fo r future great­
ness of empire there was not sufficient 
cohesion among them to develop the 
broad un ity of purpose which was to be 
found so necessary if these little States 
were to resist invasion. 

For along with the growth of the prin­
cipalities carne the great vital fact which 
stands out and dominales everything elsc 
in the historv of medieval Russia name­
ly, thc later 'Í'atar invasions and tl~e grad­
ual subjugation by them of the Russian 
princes. In another country the inhabit­
ants could ha,·e retrealed to mounta in 
and desert regions and helcl off the new­
comers for centuríes. 

But the peaceful and peace-loving Rus­
sians were in no condition to resist thesc 
form idable barbarians, who, under the 
celebratccl Genghiz Khan and other lead­
ers, rapidly overran Russia and in a com­
paratively short space of time had 
brought the whole country under their 
rule. The very nature of the loose ancl 
highly localized government of the princes 
was their undoing and they sufferecl by it 
for cenluries, and in fact until they took 
a leaf from the conquerors' book and 
themselves built up the central power 
they neeclecl. 

\Ve must thercfore, I think, regarcl the 
l\Jongol invasions as the underlying cause 
of the development of the autocratic prin­
cipie in Russia. T hey bui lt up a super­
structure of Oriental despotism and au­
tocracy, which, in one form or another, 
has !asted in Russia until the present t ime. 

E ven in far-a way times the Russian 
peasant was impatient of too much con­
trol over his personal liberty and bis 
property, and when he was not strong 
cnough lo resist or powerful enough to 
clrive out the offending prince he did the 
next bcst thing - disappearecl himself, 
with ali his belongings, and founded a 
new settlement elsewhere. This fact must 
be kept constantly in mincl in any study 
of the reasons why the Tatars obtainecl 
and kept for so long such a holcl upon 
the Russian principalities; the people ancl 
their rulers were not united by bonds 
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(D Underwood and Underwood 

A PRELATE OF THE GREEK CIIURCH BLESSI NG AN AUTOMOBILE Al\IBULANCE, TIIE GIFT OF RUSSIANS IN PARIS. THE CERE~fONY TOOK 
PLACE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE 
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© Unclerwood and Underwood 
PRIES'I'S OF' 'I'IIE GREEK CIIURCII BF:S'l'OWING DLESSINGS ON RUSSI AN SOLDlERS AS A WARDS F'OR VALOR 

An interesting ceremony behind the Russian lines is this personal blessing bestowed by thci r priest 011 Russia11 soldiers who have di stin­
guished themseh·es 011 the battlefield. The Russian soldier is devoted to his church, and the personal blessing by the priest is more valuable to him 
than any military decoration, even if bestowed by the Ruler himself. 
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sufficiently strong to make them fight 
against the invaders. 

The peasants werc or iginal ly holders 
of land and rnernbers of rural cornmunes; 
they were constantly trying to maintain 
their rights of freedorn of dornicile and 
movcment, but the princes and nobles 
were as constantly atternpting to limit 
and nullify these rights, so that they 
m ight not be deprived of the services of 
the peasants 011 their lands. 

In the reigns succeeding that of the 
terrible I van, the principies of autocracy 
replaced whateYer forms of popular gov­
ernment there had been. The state of 
the small fa rmers and peasants slowly 
becarne worse and they degenerated into 
the position of appanages of the land 011 

which they lived . 

'l'HE FIRST ROMANOFF WAS E~ECTED TSAR 
llY AN ASSI•:Ml3LY 

I t is a cu rious fact, and one little ap­
preciated now, that after sorne years of 
trouble and rebell ion, Michael Romanoff, 
first Tsar of that name, was elected by 
an assernbly. lle <lid not succeed to the 
throne, no, had he any particular r ight 
to be chosen . 

Once more fo r a time the Tatar teach­
ings were forgotten in Russia to sorne ex­
tent and there was a partial return to the 
older ii,ethods. 

The fact that Michael had been elected 
lirnited to sorne extent his autocratic 
powers, the more so as his election was 
the result of severa! compromises be­
tween the different factions of the no­
bles and courtiers, and he <lid not feel 
strong enough in t he support of any one 
group to oppose the will of other cliques. 

He, therefore, returned to the system 
of obtaining counsel ancl support from 
the people by means of "zemskii sobory," 
which were not exactly parliarnents, but 
assemblies representing clifferent districts 
and classes of society. In these conven­
tions the grealest part was taken by the 
representatives of the rniddle classes. 
O ne result of these assemblies was the 
production of a new code of laws. 

But M ichael's successor, A lexis, sup­
pressed them and put autocracy firmly on 
its feet, there to remain unti l the present 
<lay. 

ABSOLU'l'ISi\I \V,\S TI-IEN NEEDED 

However much we may regret the dis­
appearance of popular government from 
Russia under the early Romanoff emper­
ors, we must admit lhat it was necessary 
fo r the growth and expansion of thc Em­
pire. The Tatars probably never would 
have been driven out when they were 
under the old system of petty multitudes 
of princi palities, each jealous of the olher 
and intriguing against it at t he court of 
the khans. 

Absolutism at lhat stage of the world's 
developrnent was needed for the fi rm 
control of an enormous terri tory sucl, as 
was the Russian plain, which of itself 
formed no obstacle lo foreign invasion 
and which tended to produce a uniformity 
of race and government. 

Peter the Great could not have done 
what he did in bringing his country into 
the ranks of modern Statcs if he had not 
had an autocratic forrn o f government. 
He realized fully the influencc of the 
army in establishing him firmly in the 
new absolut ism, and in 1716, in his mili­
tary statutes, he declared : "His Majcsty 
is sovereign and autocrat. He is account­
able to no one in the world." 

From the time of Ivan the Terrible it 
was autocracy which, more than anything 
else, contr1buted to the long history o f 
territorial extensions of Russia and her 
prestige, sucl, as it was, abroad. In an 
endless cycle, terri torial expansion lec! to 
political extension of this doctrine, and 
this to new territorial growth . 

By the end of the reign of Peter an 
autocratic emperor was head of the na­
t ion, the church, and the army, and held 
absolutely in his own hands all spiritual 
ancl temporal power. 

'I'lll-; RESTORATION OF SELF-GOVERNMENT 

Rf.GUN 

The famous Emancipation Act of the 
Emperor Alexander II in 1861 suddenly 
altered the status of the peasants ancl 
from a conclition of practica! slavery 
made them freemen once more. 

It was soon found necessary to give 
them a certain share in local self-govern­
ment and a sornewhat complicated acljust­
ment of this matter was arranged. 'I'h~re 
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RUSSIAN OFFICERS TAKING TEA I N THEIR CASINO 

When, by imperial rescript, Nicholas II put an end to the manufacture and sale of 
vodka, the natiónal alcoholic bcverage, there was much groaning among the 120,000,000 white 
Russians, but ti1e effect was miraculously salutary, both upon the civilian population and the 
soldiers. 

was a vi llage council called the volost; 
this was composecl solely of peasants and 
was a sort of devclopmenl historically of 
the ancient 111ir, or cornmunc, a survival 
of the old family rule. The volost. how­
ever, was soon secn to be inadequate ancl 
a larger unit, the ::e111stvo, was created by 
an imperial decree in 186_¡.. 

The bcst English translation of this 
word, perhaps, is "county council." It is 
an asscmbly of deputies from the volosts, 
to which are acldecl a ccrtain number of 
nobles, so that peasants and proprietors 
are seatccl togethcr. Abovc the district 
zemstvo again are the provincial councils, 
consisting of chosen represenlativcs of 
the lower councils. 

This system worked fai rly satisfac­
torily for a number of years and had 
rnacle the beginning of sclf-government 
in parliamentary fashion once more in 
current use in Russia. In 1889, how­
evcr, .the government decicled to have its 
own direct officers in each rural district, 

and for that purpose appointed ::e111ski 
natchal11iki, or rural overseers, to live in 
cach district. 

As these petty officials were appointed 
not by the people, but by the central ad­
ministration, their presence was not wel­
come, ancl their interfcrence with local 
affairs and their constant surveillance of 
the pcople brought about many conflicts 
with the local authorities. They were 
designecl to be a sort of guardian for thc 
peasants, on the theory that the latter 
were unfit to govern thernselves, but in 
reali ty, of course, they were spies. 

The legal economic status of the peas­
antry, it must be remembered, is that of a 
minor not fully competent as yet to man­
age bis own business or private affairs. 

The clecision, however, that the peas­
ants of Russia were not capable of self­
government, even in the ordinary affairs 
of the comrnunity, while convenient for 
the bureaucracy, was not very successful 
as a way out of the practica! difficulties 

217 
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Pbotograph from J. C. Grew 
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. ISAAC : PETROGR.-\D 

The magnificent gilded dome of this the largest church in the Russian capital is one of the most impressive landmarks of the great city on the 
Neva. It was begun in 1819 and completed in 1858 from pbns prepared by the French architect, R icard de Monferrand. The inner height of the 
great center dome is 269 feet, 44 feet greater than that of St. Paul's in London. Built of g ranite and marble, the structure cost more than 
23,000,000 rubles ($u,750,ooo) . The Scnate Building is scen lo the right. 
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vmw OF s'r. ISAAc's CATHEDRAI, AND MONUMENT OF EMPEROR NICHOI,AS I 

To the south of this great religious edifice, which is buil t in the s hape of a cross, 364 feet long and 315 fect wide, is Marie Square, in which 
stands an equestrian statue of Nicholas I, the "Iron T sar," who at the outbreak of the Crimcan 'vVar rcli ed upon "Generals January and Feb­
ruary" as his best allies against the F rench, E nglish, Sardinians, and Turks. At the corners of the statue are figures of J ustice, Wisdom, 
Strength, and Faith-sculptured portraits of the Tsar's wife and daugh ters. 
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P hotograph from J. C. Grew 

EKA'l'ERINSKAYA CANAL AND THE CHURCII OF 'l'IIE RESURRECTION, BUIL'l' IN MEMORY OF ALEXANDER II, ON 'l'HE SPOT WHERE HE WAS 

ASSASSINA'l'ED 

This, one of the four drainage canals of the fashionable quarte r of the Russian capital, is faced by many important structures, incl uding the 
Kazan Cathedral and the Imperial Bank. In the centra l background is seen the many-domed Church o f the Resurrection, erectecl o ver the spot 
where Tsar Alexander JI was assassinatecl. Thc canal follows a mcandcrin$" course, but in the main runs para ll el to the Great Neva, into wbich 
its ,vaters Aow at hoth cnds. 
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aris ing from the making of freemen out 
of serfs in such enormous numbers. 

BU'l' TIIE PEOPLE'S GRF..\TEST NEED­
EDUCATION-\V.\S DENIED 

What the great mass of the R ussian 
people needed and what should have been 
put into execution as soon as the emanci­
pation of the serfs was effected was a 
system of popular education embracing 
the whole people, in the course o f which 
they should ha ve recei ved the instruction 
necessary fo r thei r first attempts to re­
sume any self-govern ment on the new 
scale. 

Had this course been at once followed 
and continued unti l the p resent time, it 
is very doubtful if Russia would have 
had on her hands the terrible tragedies 
which followed the emancipation. 

The government seemed to be a fraid 
to give the common people any education, 
even to the exten t of allowing them to 
read and write. I t thought, apparently, 
that wi th education woulcl come dissatis­
faction with the existing form of govern­
ment, and that wi th dissatisfaction would 
come sorne attempt to bri ng about re-
fonns. · 

So the bureaucracy adopted the old 
expeclient of burying its heacl in the sand 
and in refusing knowledge to the people. 
This was naturally only partially success­
ful. E c! ucation in schools might be Jack­
ing, but it was impossible to keep a hun­
clrecl ancl fifty million human beings per­
manently in the clark ancl without knowl­
eclge as to how the rest of the worlcl was 
living and progressing. 

The Russian peasants may be illi terate, 
as, indeecl, accorcl ing to statistics, about 
70 per cent of them are, but they have 
the sh rewd intelligence of the peasant ali 
over the world, and thei r sturdy common 
sense makes up for lack of schooling to a 
great extent. 

Thus, in spite of all opposition , the 
rural and urban assemblies retained the 
germ of local governrnent, ancl in spite 
of the d ual control, as the result of wh ich 
rnuch of their influence was m 1llified 
they did have a certa in value in airing 
abuses and suggesting improvements. 
Their exi?tence was often threatened, but 
never entirely stopped. 

Note, however, that there was no na­
tional congress or assembly of any kind 
from the eighteenth century clown to the 
foundation of t he new Imperial Duma 
in 1906. ' 

'l'IIE FIRS'l' NATIONAL CONGRESS IN 280 

YEARS 

The members of this body were to be 
chosen by electors from ali over the coun­
try. The new law gave the suffrage to 
every man over 25 yea rs of age who had 
a fixed domici le and a certain property 
qualification. In ru ral d istricts those 
peasants had votes who were fathers of 
families, together with the rural land­
owners, nobles, merchants, and members 
of the clergy; in the cities, S tate officials, 
members of the public services, and pro­
prietors with certa in qualifications. In­
dustrial workers who could prove six 
months' continuous labor in establish­
ments having at least fifty employees 
could also vote. 

T he Duma could express views, but 
was nearly helpless in car rying into effect 
any reforms. But it hacl a certa in influ­
ence for goo.d in its very existence, and 
after a succession of abortive sessions, 
the later assemblies developed a courage 
which was truly remarkable when the 
fo rces opposed to it are considered. 

It is not too m uch to say, in the light 
of recent events, that the Duma a nd what 
it stands fo r is responsible directly and 
primarily for the over throw of t he Ro­
manoff dynasty and the establishment of 
a new fo rm of government in R ussia. 

The reason for the fai lure of the revo­
lutionary movement which convulsecl 
Russia in the years immediately succeed­
ing the Russo-J apanese War is t hat the 
methocls were too radical and too remi­
niscent of the old nihilism to be popular, 
even with the milder groups of revolu­
tionists. 

T he a rguments of that time consisted 
in bombs t hrown at unpopular ministers 
or officials who, although not disliked 
personally, were supposed to embody the 
principies of the autocratic régime too 
closely. It is doubtful if these enthusi­
asts ever had the support of any large 
element of the Russian populat ion out-



., ., 
'" 

Photograph from J. C. Grew 
CORNER OF '!'HE WIN'l'ER PALACE : PE'l'ROGRAD 

Since the completion of this r oyal r esidence under the direction of Catherine the Great it has been the winter home of the reigning autocrat 
of Russia. It was fi ni shed more than 150 years ago, but was partly dcstroycd by fi re during the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Facing 
the River Neva, it spreads over more than four acres of ground. On t he west side is a garden laid out by the recently deposed monarch. 
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side of the acknowledged "advanced'' 
visionaries. 

The leaders of the movements of 1905 
and the succeeding years were men .whose 
abil ities and whose methods in no way 
held the confidence either of the middle 
classes or the peasants. 

In fact, what with the devotion of the 
peasant to the "Little Father" as typify­
ino- the supreme head of Church and 
St~te and his innate distrust of ali 
strangers, it had never been possible fo r 
the revolutionists to get any wide sup­
port among the lower classes. In many 
cases the t ransplanted peasants who made 
up the industrial classes in the cities had 
quite openly taken that side, but indus­
trialism as opposed to agriculture had 
never enough votaries to make thei r sup­
port effective. 

The r iots and general disturbances of 
1905 were largely confined to the cities 
and to workers on the various railways 
who had· been in sufficiently close touch 
with urban life to make them quicker to 
feel the need of change and progress. 

'l'HE PRESENT LEADERS ARE FAR-S1GHTED 

The leaders · of the. new movement, 
however, have learned their lesson . In­
stead of sporadic instances of terrorism, 
followed by violence, they have entered 
upon a campaign of education, carried 
out systematically and with restraint, for 
the purpose of having all the people with 
them when the opportune time to strike 
should come. 

They eagerly seized the opportunity of 
the war and its consequent needs to illus­
trate in a practica! way how much better 
they could manage things if given the 
power, and the Russian, who may be 
slow, but who is not dull, has learned the 
lesson so graphically p ut befare him. 

It is, of course, too soon a fter the stir­
ring events of the last few weeks to esti­
mate with any degree of accuracy just 
what result the overth rowing of abso­
lutism will have 011 the future of the 
Russian people. The peasants-that is, 
of course, the vast majority of the in­
habitants of the Empire-have, since the 
emancipation, been singula rly indifferent 
!º their government except in the way of 
mterest in the whole agrarian question. 

If the dynasty and the bureaucracy had 
seen fit to give the peasants a satisfactory 
solution of the p roblems arising from 
land ownership, as they so easily could 
have done, I doubt greatly if there would 
have been any revolut ion at the present 
time. 

Even a fairly good rule would have 
satisfied these simple people. The lim­
ited amount of self-government they en­
j oyed in the rural assemblies, hampered 
though it was, was enough for t he most 
pressing questions of local interest. 

These assemblies, however, naturally 
had no authority to dig down to the root 
of the peasants' grievances-the unequal 
distribution of land and the lack of any 
just system for adjusting complaints 
thereon-and could not on that account 
be considered satisfactory. 

What undoubtedly had more effect 
t han anything else in influencing the peas­
ant favo rably toward the new govern­
ment and against the old was the fact 
that shortly after th~ beginning of the 
present war it was seen that t he regular 
commissariat department of the War Of­
fice was quite unequal to carrying out the 
tasks imposed by the mobilization of the 
millions of men called to the colors in 
R ussia, namely, of provisioning, clothing, 
and transporting the men according to 
requirements. 

ASS0C1ATI0NS OF TITE PEOPLE 

The first mobilization was carried out 
in 1914, in the summer-time, and did not 
entail any g reat amount of physical hard­
ship on the recruits. "\Vhen the winter 
of that year had arrived, however, and 
the cold had made transportation difficult, 
the suffering was great. 

In many cases troops had to be sent 
severa! weeks' j ourney by raíl in unheated 
freight cars, without any conveniences, 
and if it had not been for the splendid 
work of the zemstvo committees thou­
sands would have frozen and starved. 

Each local assembly, both in city and 
country, formed special committees, as 
they had done in the J apanese war, and, 
working with that perfect spirit of co­
operation which distinguishes Russians 
of every walk in li fe when interested in 
any common obj ect, they rapidly and 



l'hotogra11h from]. C. Grew 

TIIE BIGGEST ;\IONOLI'l'll OF OUR Tli\IES- TilE ALEXANDER COLU:\IN: PETROGR.\D 

In the cente r of the Dvortzovaya Square, before the "\iVinter P alace, towers this hugc 
pillar of polished red F innish g ranite, nearly 1co f eet high and 13 feet in diameter. Thc 
height of the whole monument, including the bronze angel clasping a 20-foot cross, is 153y; 
feet. It was erected in 1834 by Tsar Nicholas I to the memory of his brother, A lexander J. 
On the side faci ng the Winter Palace is thc inscription, "Grateful Russia to A lexander I." 

energetically took over practically the 
whole task of providing food and other 
needed supplies fo r the soldiers. 

Booths were establishecl at railway sta­
tions where the men could get bread and 
hot tea on the arrival of the troop trains; 
nurses ancl doctors were on hand to look 
after any who might neecl their services, 
anda whole system of first aicl was soon 
in effect. 

Soon it was founcl necessary for these 
committees to take up the question of 
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buying supplics in quantity and in trans­
porting these supplies to where they were 
1,eecled. T his was followed by the organ­
ization of boot ancl clothing factories, 
help in munition \\"Orks, and graclually, 
but steaclily, the zemstva took over prac­
tically every fonction of the quartermas­
ter's clepartment of the army ancl navy. 

'l'IIE DISAPP EARANCE OF TIIE DRUNKARD 

Another phase, ancl one perhaps as im­
portant, if not more so, than the clevelop-



Photogra¡rh by Gilbert II. Grosvenor 

A S'l'REE'l' SCENE IN l\IOSCOW, RUSSIA 

The low-hung, single-passenger vehi<;le, with its ponderously yoked horse, is as typical 
oí Russia as is thc howdah-equipped elephant of l ndia or the man-power j inrikisha of Japan. 
Carriages for infant Russia are not in universal use, however, as evidenced by the little 
mother in the picture with her arms full of baby. 
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AFTERNOON TEA IN RUSSIA 

The popularity of the cup which cheers but <loes not inebriate has increased enormously 
since vodka went out of fashion. Another favor ite table beverage of the Russians is kvass, 
the liquor drawn off soaked black bread or white bread. 

ment of popular aid to the· military forces 
of the country, is the immense expansion 
of the already existing cooperative· socie­
ties since the beginning of the war. This 
growth is very closely connected with the 
abolition of vodka and the consequent 
entire sobriety of the whole nation for a 
period which is already of nearly three 
years' duration. 

Strong drink had always been the one 
absolutely essential thing for the peasant. 
Whatever else he lacked, he must have 
his drunken spree once in so often, and 
no obligation, no duty, and no work ever 
interfered with the far more important 
task of periodically getting drunk. 

As each spree took at least three days' 
time-one <lay to get drunk, one to lie 
drunk, and one to recover his senses­
the working time of the average peasant 
was greatly diminished. To this was 
added the due observance of all State 
and Church holidays and anniversaries, 

and also bad weather, so that in all prob­
ability 150 days would be a large labor 
average fo r a year. 

When the Emperor "by a stroke of the 
pen," as is so often said, wiped out the 
great curse of drink from the people, he 
not only added greatly to their economic 
forces, but to their military fitness. It is 
now widely felt that one of the most po­
tent reasons for the ill-success of the 
Russian arms in the J apanese war was 
the constant state of intoxication of so 
many of the officers and men. 

W ith the ending of vodka, however, a 
great <leal of spare time was thrown on 
the people. Drinking was one of the 
chief amusements of millions of men who 
could neither read nor write, and if dis­
orders, if the mischief which Satan al­
ways finds for idle hands, was to be 
avoided, something must be substituted 
in the way of clean and healthful recrea­
tion. 
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@ Underwood & Underwood 

SIBERIAN IIIDES AND VILLAGE OF TITE TATARS: NIZTINI-NOVGOROD, RUSSIA 

Live-stock breeding is second to agriculture as a pursuit among the inhabitants of 
Siberia, a region one and a half times as large as ali Europe and forty times larger than the 
British I sles. 

It must be rernembered that, as a result 
of the dislike of the authorities for ali 
assemblies of people, no matter of how 
innocent a character, there had been prac­
tically no lectures, concerts, theaters, or 
other forms of pastime, if we except the 
excellent military band concerts in the 
public parks on summer evenings. 

One of the first cares of the coopera­
ti,·e societies, with their m illions of mem­
bers, afte,· the abolition of drink was to 
get up diversions for the neighborhood, 
which were usually held in the lofts over 
the cooperative stores or warehouses in 
the villages. Cinematographs, amateur 

theatricals, concerts, and other commu­
nity activities were started and had great 
success. 

The money once spent for drink now 
stays in the peasants' pockets or is put in 
the rural branches of the government 
savings bank, and the total deposits of 
that institution have swelled incredibly 
in the past two years. 

GROWTFI OF TI-IE PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATIONS 

IS PI-IENO:\!E::-S.\L 

The growth of these cooperative socie­
ties has been phenomenal. For instance, 
in one district alone the number has been 
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increased from 50 to 302. The societies 
for wholesale purchase have increased 
from 40 to 400. 

T here are now 60 credit unions work­
ing, with sorne 10,000 separate coopera­
ti,·e credit societies. I n :.\Ioscow there 
has been organized a Central Cooperative 
Creclit Bank, which in 191 5 did a busi­
ness of $140,000,000. 

It is impossible to imagine how wide­
spread have become the ramifications of 
these unions and societies. T here a re 
now building or in operation fl our mills, 
oil works, starch works, paper and sugar 
plants, ancl machine shops. In one town 
we have an electric-light plant, giving 
people light for a clollar a year. 

There is no doubt that in thus helping 
their mernbers to the number of m illions 
·these societies haYe in no small degree 
contributed to the military successes of 
Russia, for in every instance they can be 
found working in close harmony with the 
committees of the zemstvos engaged in 
the buying ancl furnish ing of the enor­
mou_s quantities of supplies neecled by the 
arm1es. 

Uncler the leadership of devoted and 
able admi ni strators, the numberless com­
mittees appointed by the various zemstvos 
haYe been untiring in reaching out for 
new fields of activity, and only the sus­
picion and jealousy of the official classes 
has prevented them from turning Russia 
into one great communistic settlement. . 

T he catalogue of the work undertaken 
and carried to success by these commit­
tees would be long and meaningless. 
Sorne of the more interesting of these 
phases, however, may properly be 
touched upon. 

Let us take, for example, almost any 
point on any rai lroad leading from the 
interior to the fighting front of R ussia 
at the present time. As you emerge from 
your railroad car at the station, you prob­
ably see on a switch in the yard a long 
t rain of cars painted gray, with big, red 
crosses on the sides, and, on looking 
closer, you can read, "Hospital train for 
active army scrv ice of the . . . Zems­
tvo." Into this train stretcher-bearers are 
carrying wounded men from motor am­
bulances outside the station, similarly 
marked, which have just come in from 

the temporary hospitals established by the 
same committee j ust behind the Enes of 
t renches. 

IN COOPERATIVE EFFORT RUSSI A CAN 

TEACH US MUCH 

N urses, orderlies, doctors, medicines, 
and dressings- all are provided by these 
same units and without expense to the 
government. In each city, town, and vil­
lage women a re organized into groups­
sewing, making bandages, knitting warm 
sleeping things, or doing something else 
useful-much as they a re in all the other 
belligerent countries. but with a far 
greater c;legree of coordination ancl less 
of confusion and duplication of effort 
than is to be found anywhere else. 

In a country so singularly inefficient as 
R ussia is in many ways, there is yet much 
for us to learn in the way of cooperative 
effort and aid. 

O ne of the most interesting private in­
stitutions, which works along the same 
lines as do the committees just de­
scribed, is what is know1i as "Purushke­
vitch Points." .:\Ir. Purushkevitch has 
been a member of severa! of the Dumas. 
and at the beginning of the war organ­
ized at his own expense a number of 
"points." 

I v isited and made a thorough inspec­
tion of a "point," situated not far from 
the city of Dvinsk, on the northern front 
of Russia. \Ve started out in a fast 
American autornobile and, after going as 
far as was thought safe for the car to­
ward the front-li ne trenches, we left it 
and proceeded on foot to the point. This 
was a settlement sorne couple of miles 
behind the front t renches. 

A Sister of M ercy was in general 
charge of the whole work. U nder her 
we re three doctors-men too old fo r the 
active work at the front, but quite ready 
to perform any minor operations or give 
any necessary dressings or other aid. 
T hey had a well-equipped hospital in a 
tent surmounted by a large R ed Cross 
flag. 

Other tents were dining, dressing, and 
sleeping rooms, and still others contained 
supplies and quarters for the large staff 
of orderlies and attendants. 

T he sister in charge told me that there 



l'hotograph from Boston Photo Ncws Company 

'l'IIE GEORGJAN MILITARY ROAD OVER THE CAUCASUS 

This g reat highway, over which motor omnibuses are operated regularly in peace times 
ío r six months o f the year (April IS to O ctober I S) , is one of the most beautiful 1110:mtain 
roads in the world. It ascends th e valley of the T erek ami crosses the Kresrovaya Pass at 
an elevation of 7,800 feet, then descends to the famous city of Tiflis. It was unde r con­
struction fo r more than half a century, being completed in 1864. For a distance of eight 
rrnles the road runs through an awe-inspiring gorge, flanked by precipitous walls of rock 
more than a mile high. · 
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TITE RED SQUARE: MOSCOW 

Lying between the K r emlin and the l nnt!r City, this great space in thc hcart of M oscow has an arca of more than thirty acres. To thc right is 
seen a part of the battlemented wall of the Kremlin. In the ccntcr of the picture is the unforgettable Cathedral of St. Bas il. T o the le ft may be 
seen a portian of the front fa<;ade o f thc famous 'l'rading Rows, erected ata cost o f nea rly $8,000,000 (including- the site) , for wholesale and retail 
s h o ps and offices. 'rhe llis torical 'Museum and the I<azan Cathedral bound the squa re oo th e fourth (no rth) s ide . 
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P hotograph by H. S . Cresswell 

VIEW OF THE :KREMLIN FROM THE BRIDGE OPPOSITE THE CATHEDRAL OF OUR SAVIOUR: MOSCOW 

Th.is ancient, fortress-like triangle, occupying an entire quartcr of Russia's second city and medieval capital, is the historie center and sacred 
shrine, the very heart of the great Slav empire. The palace of the T sar, surrounded by government buildings and churches, is girded by a battle­
mented brick wall a mil e and a quarler in circum ference and 65 fee t high. Ninctecn towers stud this wa ll and five great gates afford access to the 
conglomerate mass of buildings which constitute a great nation's treasure-house of sacred, historie, and romantic associations. The Kremlin is to 
Russia what the Roman Forum and St. Peter's combined are to Italy. 
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A RUSSI.\ N PEASAN'l' FAMILY ANO 'l'E .\~1 

The good-roads mc vement has not yet reached thc g rcat S lav empire, w hich emhraces onc-six th of thc lancled area of the g lobe. 'fhe high­
ways, as a wbole, are tortuously rough and in ccrtain seasons a lmost impassably muddy, so that the carts of the peasants must be designecl to r es ist 
heavy strains. The laq~c wooden yokc is universal in Russia, 
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Photograph from H. S. Crcsswell 
A FAMILY GROUP IN A S:MALL MANUFAC'l'UR1NG SUBURB NEAR MOSCOW 

While it would, perhaps, be an cxaggeration to speak of this as a "typical" Russian householcl, largc families are the ruJ<; in thc l\Iuscovite cm­
pire. I n sp ite of a high mortali ty rate, the excess of births ovcr dcaths is grcatcr hcre than in any othcr lcading country. The population incrcasecl 
roo pe1· cent in the forty years betwcen 1872 and 1912. 
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Photograph from H. S. Cresswell 
THE IlOUSE OF A RUSSIA N VILLAGE POSTMAN, NEAR MOSCOW 

There is no rural free delivery in Russia. In the country districts the addressees a re required to call for their own letters at the nearest 
post-office o r r a ilway station. Restaurants, hotels, and shops, as a rule, charge a commission on postage stamps. One of the peculiar rules of the 
Russian postal scrvicc has becn that lcttcrs co:itaining- money a re liable to confiscation unlcss a declaration is made before mailing by the sender. 
N o ticc gh oc. sig:n ovc.r door, sho"vi n g that a 1nan li ves ins ide '\.vho can r epaJr a nd rnake s h oes. · 

--~~~~~~~~~~ 



(,) 
c., 
CJ\ 

Photographs by Gilbert H. Grosvenor 

SCHOOLMASTER AND BOYS: MOSCOW, RUSSIA 
OF SUCI-1 IS 'l'HE El\I PIRE OF RUSSIA 

The percentage of illiteracy in Russia is higher than in any other 
civilized country. According to the most recent estimates ( 1908), only 
2II persons out of every 1,000 can read and write. But these condi tions 
are being remedied rapidly, for a census taken during the last decade 
of the nineteenth century showed that at that time only so out of every 
1,000 could read and write. Illiteracy among the women of Russia 
is far greater than among the men, the proportion being more than 
two to one. 

A kindly, noble race of tremendous vitality and fecundity, in which 
the leaven of national intelligence has begun to work with amazing 
rapidity and power. Their inheritance is a land of fabulous resources 
and unlimited potential plenty; the possibilities of thei r development 
under a liberal and enlightened government enthrall the imagination. 
Truly, " the world is ali before them now, and Providence their guide." 



Photograph by C. S. Aldcn 

SAFETY RAZORS IIAVE NEVF.R DEEN POPULAR IN RUSSIA, AS BEARDS ARE TIIE F,\SIIION 

Only about one-half the land o f the province of central Russ ia known as Nizhni-Nov­
gorod is suitable fo r agricultura! pursuits, and of this three-fifths is owned by noblemen and 
only about onc-sixth by the hardy peasantry. Although much of thc land is the ferti le "valley 
black earth," the yicld of whcat, rye, barley, oats, and potatoes is frcquently insufficient for 
the population, so that nearly every year more than Joo,ooo persons leave their villages in 
qucst of temporary work in neighboring provinces, or "governments," as the more than on.e 
hund1·cd subdivisions of the empire are called. Owing to the efforts of the Nizhni-Novgorod 
zemst\·o, there has been more progress in education in this district than in many of the other 
govern ments. 
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had formerly been three 
sisters there, but that the 
cold and dampness had 
been too much for the 
others, who had been 
fo¡-ced to go home to re­
cover their health. She 
showed me a new hut 
which was being built 
for her under the shelter 
of a near-by hill, which 
it was hoped would be 
drier and more comfort­
able than the tent she 
hacl. 

T here are about 25 of 
these "points" scattered 
at various places along 
the front, ancl the inten­
tion at each one of them 
is that anybocly who 
comes along shall be 
taken in, whether pris­
oner, officer, visitor, gen­
eral, or prívate, and 
given whatever he may 
be in need of. 

Photog ra ph by Gilbert H. Grosvenor 

Faci li ties are providecl 
for hot baths and clean 
suits of unclenYear for 
ti red solcliers ; g"ood ancl 
bountiful meals are sup­
pliecl smoking hot for 
any one who is hung ry ; 
beds a re there foí· as 
long a stay as may be 

, \ FEA'l' IIERED FORTUK E-TELLER A K D IIIS I<EEPER .\'r 'l'IIE 

FAM:OUS N I ZI-I N I - N OVGOROD F AIR 

founcl necessary, ancl in no case a re ques­
tions asked. 

I enjoyed a very good clinner during 
my visit. The fitt ings were o f the sim­
plest, but everything was clean and goocl. 
I peeked into the bath-house a ncl found 
there some half dozen solcliers thorough ly 
enjoying a steaming vapor bath. T hey 
had j ust been a llovved to come from thc 
trenches ancl wcrc shortly going back. 
Other groups of solcli ers were lying about 
at rest, en joying a smoke and perhaps a 
game of somc kincl. 

This work is the nearest approach to 
,~·hat woulcl be called Young Men's Chris­
tian Association effort in this country 
which I found anywhere on the Russian 
front. In general the men simply líe 
arouncl their ba rracks when they are not 
working, unless they are attencl ing church 
or playing sorne ga rne in the open. 

n rn CRATITU DE OF TIIE SOLDIERS 

All o f th is work was at fi rst g reatly 
resented by the officials who should have 
clone it themselves, but before long even 
they realizecl what was being clone in this 
quiet, inconspicuous way, and today the 
whole army reali zes that without this 
splendid service the war, so far as Rus­
sía is concerned, would have been over 
long ago. 

U nder these ci rcumsta nces the clefects 
o f bureaucracy and the good work of t he 
unofficial organizat ions became more of 
a reali ty to the peasant solclier than they 
could othenvi se have bcen, ancl his grati­
tude, while s ilent, was none the less s in­
cere. 

The zemstvo assemblies, which have 
long been the most liberal influences at 
work in Russia . have now become the 
most popular. They have unbounded in-
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Photograph by C. S. Alden 

RUSSIAN PEASANTS AT 'l'HE FAIR: NIZIINI-NOVGOROD 

Situated on the River Valga, the great artery of Russian trade, · Nizhni-Novgorod is 
world-famous for its fai r, held each year from J uly 29 to September ro, during which time 
the value of goods sold and ordered sometimes amounts to nearly $200,000,000. Cotton, 
woolen, linen and silk stuffs, furs, iron ware, pottery, salt, fish, wines, teas, and leather are 
important articles of barter. As the capital of the government of the same name, the city 
ordinarily has a popula,tion of 100,000, but during the fair it is visited by 400,000 people 
from ali parts of Russia and many points in Asia. The importance of the trading center 
dates almost from its founding, in 1221, as a barrier against the inroads of the Mordvins 
and Bulgarians. 

fluence on the people, and under the able 
and devoted leadership of such men as 
Prince Lvoff, President of the Associa­
tion of Zemstvo Committees, and other 
patriots, they have, more than anything 
else, contributed toward the present 
changes in Russia. 

The Liberal element, under the leader­
ship of men like Paul Milyukoff, now 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ; A lexander 
Guchkoff, President of the Third Duma, 
and a small group of far-seeing men, has 
had to contend, on the one hand, with 
the old regime, the dynasty, and the bu­
reaucracy, and on the other with that far 
larger number of men and women who 
in their desire for a new and free gov­
ernment have not stopped at any means 
to attain their ends, and whose preaching 
and carrying out of the doctrines of an-

archy and terrorism ha ve retarded by so 
many years the establishment of free and 
representative government throughout 
the length and breadth of the great Rus­
sían Empire. 

RUSSIA'S S'l'RENCTH 

\iVhat will be the result of the revolu­
tion on the present war? That is the 
question now uppermost in the minds not 
only of All ied statesmen, but of every 
one in the United States as well. Cer­
tainly, in a general way, this is not diffi­
cult of answer. 

If the new leaders can succeed in bring­
ing actively to their side, without foolish 
opposition from the more radical ele­
ments, the vast majority of the people and 
the rank and file of the a rmy, they will 
have no trouble in bringing, or rather 
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Photograph from Boston Photo News Company 

'l'I-IE CIIURCII OF nn: IMPERI.\L P.\LACE OF PETERHOF 

Eiahtecn miles from Petrograd is the town of Peterhof, foundcd by Peter the Great in 
r¡rr. The imperial palace is built in imitation of Versailles, the main build ing being in three 
stories and connected with the wings by galleries. It was built by Peter the Great in r720 and 
enlarged 30 years later for the Empress Elizabcth Petrovna. This church, with its five gilt 
cupolas, is the work of Rastrelli. 
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keeping, Russia in the war, in a position 
of greatly increased strength and v igor. 

The mere fact that in the course of a 
long and bloody war Russia has been able 
at the same time to light her foes at home 
and ab ro:id proves most strongly her in­
nate strength and steadfastness. 

I have often been asked whv Russia 
has not done better in this war; ,~hy, with 
her millions of man-power, she has seemed 
to have had victory time and time again 
in her grasp only to lose it by sorne mi s­
take. 

It has been impossible to make peoplc 
r ealize what Russia was fighting-two 
foes at once, more than any of the other 
nations engáged in the war has had to 
contcnd against. V\T e shall probably not 
know for long, if ever, what a struggle 
has been carried on within Russia against 
t he forces which sought to c!eliver her 

helpless and bound to her enemies abroad. 
Up to now the news has all seemed to 

favor the probability that the new Russia 
will succeed in forming a stable ancl pow­
erful government on the ruins of the old, 
and in cloing so she will ha,·e the earnest 
good wishes of al! her allies and ali her 
friencls, and in the latter category may 
now be placed for the first time the whole 
of the Un ited States. 

For it must be admitted that in th is 
country one of the strongest reasons for 
not entering the war, either actively or 
passively, on the side· of the A llies has 
been the thought that in so doing we were 
backing R ussian absolutism, the antithe­
sis of everything for which our own 
form of government stands, the symbol 
of absolutism and terrorism, of autocracy 
against democracy, of darkness against 
light. 

REPUBLICS- THE LADDER TO LIBERTY 

BY DAVID J AYNE HILL 

FoRMJ·:RLY "G. S. lVl rNIS'l'J-:R To SwrrzERL.\ND, TO 'J'HE N 1n111,:RL A_:,.;us, "-"º 
FoRMERLY AMBAss.,ooR To Gr,;R11L,NY 

I 
F WE spread out a map of the worlcl, 
for the pmpose of compari ng the 
terri toria l extent of the different 

kincls of government existing at the pres­
ent time, we find that the a rea covered 
by "republics" occupies approximately 
30,250,000 square miles, or considerably 
more than one-hal f the habitable surface 
of the globe. 

If we acld the a rea of the British Em­
pire, the spirit of whose governmcnt is 
now entirely democratic, and whose "au­
tonomous colon ies," as the Dominions 
a re now callee!, a re virtually republics, 
the area of free government reaches the 
enormous total of about 41,500,000 sc¡uare 
miles, or about four-fifths of the inhab­
ited ear th. 

Turning now to the proportions o f the 
population of the globe under the "re­
publics" and other forms of government, 
we fine! that of the total inhabitants of 
the ea rth, estimated at I ,600,000,000, 
more than 850,000,000 are living under 

nominal republics; and i f we add the pop­
ulation of the British Empire, which may 
be called a commonwealth of republics, 
the total would be about 1,250,000,000, or 
more than three-fourths of the human 
race. 

I f to these a reas ancl populations wc 
add those under consti tutional govern­
ments, excluding a ll those under avow­
edly absolutist rule, we find only a small 
fraction of the globe still aclhering to a 
system which only a century ancl a half 
ago was practically universal (see maps, 
pages 242 and 243 ) . 

FEW RJ:;PUBLICS IN 1776 

These facts · are the more · astonishing 
if we consider what the result of such an 
examination would have been if made, 
let us say, in the year of our Declaration 
of Independence, 1776 . A t that time 
there would have been found upon the 
map of the worlcl, apart from a few iso­
lated so-callee! "free cities"-like I-Iam-


