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Foreword 

JN THE THICK OF BATTLE, the soldier is busy doing 

his job. He has the knowledge and confidence that his job 

is part of a unified plan to defeat the enemy, but he does not 

have time to survey a campaign from a fax hale. If he should 

be t.{)Ottnded and removed behind the fines, he may have even 

less opportunity to learn what place he and his unit had in 

the larger fight. 

AMERICAN FORCES IN ACTION is a series prepared 

by the W ar Department especially f or the inf ormation of 

wounded men. It will show these soldiers, who have served 

their country so well, the part they and their comrades played 

in achievements which do honor to the record of the United 

States Army. 

G. C. MARSHALL, 

Chief of Staff. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Final Campaign for North Africa 

A DELEGATION OF GERMAN OFFICERS arrived at 
American Headquarters south of Ferryville at 0926 on the morning 
of 9 May 1943. Their mission was to surrender the remnants of a 
once proud unit of the W ehrmacht, the formidable Fifth Panzer 
Army. On the same morning, two German staff officers reported at 
the Command Post of the 1st Armored Division southeast of Bizerte 
to request an armistice. Three days later, General Jürgen von Arnim 
was captured at Ste. Marie du Zit. Marshal Giovanni Messe, com~ 
manding the ltalian First Army, surrendered unconditionally to 
the British Eighth Army on 13 May. The long battle for North 
Africa was ended. 

These events were the culmination of grand strategy but were 
made possible onl y by the heroic struggle of Allied soldiers across 
the coastal areas of North Africa, through deserts, mountains, and 
swamps. Troops of the II Corps, U. S. A., who had entered the fight 
for Africa with the invasion on 8 November 1942, played a prominent 
role in the decisive final battle which opened on 23 April. 

The stage had been set for that battle by a campaign, lasting for 
months, in which German an<l Italian troops were finally penned 
into the northeastern part of Tunisia. Starting 23 October from El 
Alamein, General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery's Eighth Army had 
pushed the Afrika Korps 1,500 miles along the desert coast of North 
Africa and into the Mareth Line in southern Tunisia. Within 2 weeks 
of the November landings in Northwest Africa, British and American 
forces under General Dwight D. Eisenhower were driving from 
Algeria into western Tunisia in an effort to seize the great ports of 
Tunis and Bizerte. German reinforcements, rushed into Africa in the 
nick of time, stopped the advance just short of the Tunis plain. With 
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operations now made difficult by the rainy winter season, the Allied 
Army fought bitter engagements in the mountains from Sedjenane 
Station to Medjez el Bah. To the soutl1, American units in hard 
fighting stopped savage German drives through Kasserine Pass toward 
the Allied base at Tebessa and kept pressure on the long Axis com­
munications between Field Marshal Rommel and Tunis. 

In late March, Rommel's forces were driven from the Mareth Line 
toward the north. Protecting his line of retreat, the enemy fought a 
stubborn delaying action against the Americans and the British in 
the El Guettar-Gafsa area. By 22 April the equivalent of 5 Italian 
and 9 German divisions were at ha y for what they planned to be a 
protracted defense of Tunis and Bizerte. But the Axis was not al­
lowed a breathing space to strengthen its defenses. The Allied 
forces, united under General Sir Harold R. Alexander as the Eight­
eenth Army Group, were already preparing the blow that was to 
destroy the enemy forces in a battle lasting 2r clays. 

Preparations for the Last Battle 

PLANS OF THE EIGHTEENTH ARMY GROUP 

(Afap No. 1, inside back cover) 

General Alexander's Eighteenth Army Group included the British­
French First Army under Lt. Gen. Sir Kenneth A. N. Anderson, the 
British Eighth Army under General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, and 
the United States II Corps commanded by Maj. Gen. (now Lt. Gen.) 
Ornar N. Bradley. Por administrative purposes, the II Corps was 
under the First Army. Supporting the First Army and II Corps 
were the 242d Group (RAF), the XII Air Support Commancl, and 
the Tactical Bomber Force. Thus for the final drive to capture 
Tunisia, General Alexander had more than 20 divisions, in 3 main 
groups, on a front of about 140 miles. 

General Montgomery's Eighth Army hcld the Allied right flank 
in the mountainous Enfidaville sector. Its role was to maintain 
pressure on the enemy in this area and to advance against his route 
of escape into the Cap Bon Península. The main Allied attack was 
to be deliverecl in the center of the front by the forces of the British­
French First Army: seven infantry divisions (three French) and 
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nearly three armored divisions. In this area lay the two principal 
natural corridors into the Tunis plain: the valleys of the Medjerda 
and the Miliane. While the French XIX Corps, in the Miliane valley, 
drove northeast, the main effort was to be along the Medjez el Bab­
Tunis axis, in an area where armored units could best maneuver. 
The United States II Corps, with the Corps Franc d'Afrique, was 
to operate on the left flank of the British attack, with the high ground 
southeast of Mateur and the heights between Jefna and Garaet 
Achkel as principal objectives. This attack would endanger the 
Bank and rear of enemy forces facing the British drive. 

In its simplest outline, the Allied plan was for a powerful thrust 
in the center heavily supported by armar, with secondary attacks on 
the Banks to hold the enemy clown and prevent him from concentrat­

ing to meet the main eff ort. 

THE ALLIES CONTROL THE AIR 

For the months preceding the battle the heavy bombers of thc 
Strategic Air Force, commanded by Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle, 
had been carrying out raids against Axis shipping, supply lines, and 
air bases in Tunisia and in Europe, with significant results for the 
battle for North Africa. As the Tunisian campaign developed, the 
attacks were directed at the transportation facilities and ports of 
Sicily and southern ltaly, especially Naples, Messi_na, and Palermo. 
Meanwhile medium bombers and fighters were striking at enemy 
surface and aerial shipping in the Sicilian Strait. Allied air attacks 
and the activities of the British Navy were making precarious an y 
long-term existence of the Axis forces in Tunisia. 

The Tactical Air Force, commanded by Air Marshal Sir Arthur 
Coningham, was prepared to collaborate with the field armies in 
bombing and strafing rear installations, roads, and convoys. In one 
sense the final phase of the Tunisian campaign began not on 23 
April but on the nights of r8 and 19 April, when the Allies employed 
90 night bombers against German airdromes and destroyed 129 Axis 
planes, including 72 out of roo enemy transports. On 22 April 
the Tactical Air Force destroyed 20 ME-323 6-engine transports 
carrying the equivalent of a regiment into Tunisia. 

By the opening of the battle on 23 April, the Allied Air Force 
had won the mastery of the air from the Luftwaffe. One majar 
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result, it is believed, was the enemy's inability to secure knowledge 
of the surprise move of the II Corps from southern to northern 
Tunisia until after it was completed. During the first 2 days of 
action, the Tactical Air Force made 1,500 sorties, but from 25 
April to 5 May weather conditions grounded most of the planes. 
Air power was to play an important role again on 6 and 7 May, 
when the Allied Air Force blasted the enemy in the Medjerda Valley 
and contributed powerfully to the decisive breakthrough by the 

First Army. 

THE II CoRPS MovEs To THE NoRTH 

When General Anderson, commanding the First Army, issued his 
operational orders for the final phase of the Tunisian campaign, the 
IJ Corps was completing an action in southern Tunisia. In arder to 
reach assigned positions for the attack on 23 April, the II Corps had 
to move more than 100,000 men, plus equipment of all types, an 

average distance of 150 miles over difficult country and across the 
communication lines of the First Army. In addition, supplies for 
the coming operation had to be assembled from bases and ports many 
miles to the west. The accomplishment of this move was one of the 
outstanding achievements of transport and supply in the North 
African campaign. The 9th Division reached the northern area and 
began relieving British units on 12 April. The 1st Division arrive<l 
in its zone on 16 April. Forward units of the 1st Armored Division 
carne into the Beja sector on 22 April, followed by the 34th Division 

on the following day. 
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LT. GEN. o. N. BRADLEY 

Commanding General, II Corps 

United States Army 
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Summary of 11 Corps Action 

The operation of the II Corps, U. S. A., lasted 17 days and involved 
advances of 25 to 50 miles by four divisions. As ordered by General 
Alexander, our main e.ffort was made on the right flank. Three 
divisions began the attack on a 13-mile front where advance by the 
II Corps would best support the big British thrust in the Medjerda 
Valley. On the northern part of our front, one division and the: 
Corps Franc d'Afrique struck at enemy defenses west of Mateur. 

The easiest way to follow the II Corps battle is to see it in terms 
of the two main phases in which the action developed in point of 
time. In the first phase, 23 April to 3 May, the II Corps stormed or 
outflanked all the major German hill fortresses, and forced an enemy 
retreat to a line east of Mateur and the Tine Valley on the last hills 
protecting the roads to Bizerte and Tunis. In the second phase, 4 to 
9 May, the II Corps struck the new enemy line in key areas, broke 
through to capture Bizerte and Chouigui, and forced the surrender 
of all Axis troops left in its zone. 

The II Corps was not fighting isolated battles; its action was always 
geared to a coordinated Allied operation. Although the larger story 
cannot be told here, the battle of Tunisia was won by the Eighteenth 
Army Group. The II Corps played its part, and played it well, in a 
grea't Allied victory. 
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heights are held by the enemy. Only two hard-surfaced roads cross 
the hills to Mateur: the highway from Sedjenane, following the 
Melah Valley, and the Beja road in the Djoumine Valley. These 
roads were of more importance to the II Corps operations as lines of 
rear supply than as routes of access to Mateur. Por the rest, mere 
trails and paths connect the scattered Arab villages and farms. 

The rugged country facing the II Corps had two disadvantages for 
our men. It was naturall y suited to defensive fighting, and was very 
familiar to the enemy. Skilled in all the arts of defensive warfare, 
the Germans had organized strong positions during the months they 
had held the area. The narrow valleys, followed by streams and 
roads, were blocked in depth by minefields. Machine-gun and mortar 
posts on the hills, and artillery directecl from excellent observation 
posts, controlled the natural corridors of approach. 

Advance through country of this sort had to be macle the hard 
way. The valleys had to be cleared of mines and the enemy driven 
from the high ground, but the fight for the high ground was no 
simple matter of taking a few key heights. Although a hill like 
609 1 dominated the country for miles arouncl, it was flanked on all 
sides by smaller but still difficult hills which must be taken in order 
to approach the main enemy position. Again ancl again the attack 
encountered a group of mutually supporting positions, andan advance 
of a mile or two might demand the capture of half a dozen hills on 
a narrow front. The II Corps was in for hill-to-hill fighting, with 
each main hill a fortress . 

Plan of Attack in the Southern Zone 
(Map No. 3, inside back cover) 

In the southern part of the II Corps zone, the 1st Division (Maj. 
Gen. Terry Allen), the 34th Division (Maj. Gen. Charles W. Ryder), 
and the 1st Armored Division (Maj. Gen. Ernest N. Harmon) were 
to make the main attack on a front of 13 miles. Through the area 
facing the American troops ran two chief routes to Mateur: the 
Djoumine Valley, followed by a highway and railroad, and the Oued 
Tine Valley. The narrow Djoumine Valley was completely con-

1 Hill numbers designate height in metcrs above sea leve!; 609 meters=1998 feet. 
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trolled by steep hill positions. The broader Oued Tine Valley seemed 
to offer the one main corridor to the northeast for an armored strik­
ing force. General Bradley realized, however, that such an attack 
might run into a natural "mousetrap." The valley, heavily mined, 
was flanked by ridges and hills on both sides and narrowed as it ran 
cast. The advance of armored units depended on control of the hills. 

The opening attack was, therefore, made into the hills which 
domínate the upper Tine Valley. The 1st Division, organized in 
three regimenta! combat teams, was to clear the hills north of the 
Oued Tine; the 6th Armored Infantry of the 1st Armored Division 
was to attack the hills on the southern rim of the valley. The flank 
north of the Beja-Mateur road was to be covered by a combat team 
of the 34th Division, which was just coming into that zone. The 
rest of the 34th Division and units of the 1st Armored were in support. 

The 1st Division Push to Djebel Sidi 
Meftah {23-27 April) 

The 1st Division jumped off on a 6-mile front, extending from 
the hills just south of Sidi Nsir to the Tine Valley. The direction 
of the attack led into a belt of hills 7 miles deep from Kef el Goraa 
(Hill 575) to the eastern end of Djebel (Hill) Sidi Meftah (Map 
No. 4, inside back cover). Three strongpoints turned out to be the 
keys of German defense, and the story of the first days centers on 
the .fighting far Hills 575, 400, and 407. These heights fell in the 
zones of attack of the 26th, 16th, and 18th Regimental Combat Teams. 

THE 26TH REGIMENTAL CoMBAT TEAM 

The enemy facing the 26th Regimenta! Combat Team was 
advantageously established, especially on Kef el Goraa (Hill 575). 
The approaches to his strongpoints, through smooth and round-topped 
hills, offered little concealment except for occasional patches of short 
wheat. The enemy positions were strongly prepared and well camou­
flaged. Rocky hide-outs offered excellent protection against the air 
bursts of our artillery. During the attack on Hill 575, the infantry 
and detachments of the 1st Engineers cleared 1,800 mines from the 
area, particularly from the wheat.fields. 
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The attack of the 26th lnfantry jumped off before dawn on 23 
April behind a concentration by the 33J Field Artillery Battalion 
and part of the Corps Artillery. The 1st Battalion captured Hill 
565 at 0355 against light opposition. When the advance continued 
across the valley, heavy enemy fire caused many casualties, and the 
attack stalled 300 yards short of the main objective. Meanwhile, the 
2d Battalion, in support of the 1st, had moved up to Hill 565, and 
its forward elements reached a point 1,000 yards south of 575 in a 
flanking movement. Enemy troops on the forward slopes of the 
hill forced them back with heavy Ere. Having failed to capture 
their objective, the two battalions withdrew to Hill 565. 

On 24 April, our artillery intermittently shelled enemy positions 
on Hill 575. The 3d Battalion of the 26th, having been relieved on 
the left by units of the 34th Division, moved up to support a renewed 
attack planned for 25 April. By this time the 16th Infantry had 
outB.anked Hill 575 by capturing three important hills to the south­
east. According to a prisoner-of-war report, the enemy had pulled 
out of Hill 575 at 0200, the hour when our attack jumped off, leaving 
only a rear guard. The 2d Battalion occupied the hill at 0350, and 
a few hours later the 1st Battalion had possession of Hill 533 to the 
north. The 3d Battalion advanced northeast of 575 and continued 
along the ridge toward Djebel Touta (Hill 444), which was occupied 
in the afternoon. As the 1st Division pushed forward, the 2d 
Battalion of the 168th Infantry (34th Division) moved southeast 
from Hill 344 and took over Hills 533 and 575. 

THE 16TH REGIMENTAL CoMBAT TEAM 

Early on 23 April, while the 26th Combat Team was making its 
initial attack on 575, the 16th Infantry advanced into the hills to 
the southeast and by the end of the morning had taken Hills 415 and 
374. The enemy fought stubbornly, subjecting our troops to mortar 
and artillery Ere from the slopes of Hill 407. Hill 400 saw the hardest 
fighting and changed hands three times before it was finally taken, 
~hortly before noon. On the next day, with Hill 400 in its possession, 
the 16th Infantry was able to capture three more heights: Hills 491 
and 469, to the north, and 394, midway between 400 and 407. During 
the night of 24-25 April, the Germans withdrew on the whole 
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division front. The 16th Combat Team had played an important 
part in forcing this retirement. In the follow-up of the enemy move­
ment, the 16th occupied Hill 342 as clivision reserve. 

TttE 18TH REGIMENTAL CoMBAT TEAM 

To clean out enemy positions on the division 's right the 2d Battal­
ion of the 18th Regimental Combat Team, with the 1st battalion, 
13th Armored Infantry attached, advanced on 23 April against 
Hill 350 on the west side of the main Tine Valley. The early stages 
of the attack were successful, but counterattacks by elements of the 
rnth Panzer Division from Hill 407 pushed the 2d Battalion off the 
high ground by 0730. To protect the B.ank toward 407, the 2d 
Battalion moved with tank support through minefields around the 
north side of Hill 350 to attack Hill 306. After 5 hours of stifl 
fighting, marked by numerous counterattacks, the 18th Combat Team 
had captured both Hill 350 and Hill 306. In spite of heavy casualties, 
particularly in E Company, it went on to strike at 407, a mile to 
the northwest. 

The main attack on 407 jumped off early the next morning, 24 
April, against initial stubborn resistance and heavy fire of all weapons. 
Nevertheless, the hill fortress was in our hands by 0400. There was 
much evidence that its power to resist had been weakened by pound­
ings from our artillery, and especially by a heavy concentration laid 
clown for an hour before the attack. 

Threatened with the loss of all commanding ground in this area, 
the enemy continued to keep Hill 407 under heavy Ere and counter­
attacked Hill 306 about 0900. Despite success at Hill 306, there 
were signs that the enemy was preparing to pull out to the east, and 
by the morning of 25 April a German withdrawal was under way. 
The 18th Combat Team was thus enabled to move several miles 
forward; and hy 1400 on the 25th, leading elements reached the 
western end of the long Djebel Sidi Meftah ridge (point 347), 
occupying Hill 340 on the way. Part of the heights at the entrance 
to the main Tine Valley had been conquered. 
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The Attack is Widened 
(Map No. 5, inside back cover) 

By 26 April the 1st Division had attained its initial objectives and 
controlled all the high ground south of a line from Hill 575 to Hill 
347 (Djebel Sidi Meftah). However, the division now had a long 
flank on the left, exposed to enemy counterattack from strong posi­
tions on high ground. Corps Headquarters saw that any further 
progress eastward would increase the danger to this flank. 

The next moves, therefore, were coordinated blows by the 34th and 
1st Divisions. The 34th was to attack into the hills east and west 
of Sidi Nsir, with Hill 609 (Djebel Tahent) as a key objective. Sup­
ported on its flank by this attack, the 1st Division was to carry on 
its offensive eastward and complete the opening of the Tine Valley. 

The ground facing the 34th Division was as hard to fight through 
as the area just won by the 1st Division. The German right flank 
was anchore<l on Djebel el Hara, west of Sidi Nsir and dominating 
the highway and railroad from Beja to Mateur. To the east, the 
enemy held Hills 435, 490, and 609. From these heights, as a result 
of the retirement forced by the 1st Division, the enemy line now ran 
slightly south of east to the eastern end of Djebel Sidi Meftah. 

THE ADVANCE TO HILL 609 

The attack of the 34th Division was aimed at one of the strongest 
defensive areas in the German line. The enemy had held this 
ground for months and had used this time to organize a whole series 
of positions protecting the valley to Mateur and the road from Sidi 
Nsir to the Tine Valley. Outstanding in height, Hill 609 was the 
key fortress in this area, and its approaches were defended by sup­
porting positions on hills almost as difficult. 

Two of the more important outl ying defenses of Hill 609 were 
the ridge of Djebel el Hara and Hill 375. The key features of the 
ridge were two high points (407 and 473). Across a wadi to the 
northeast, Hill 375 was a supporting position. Our capture of these 
strongly fortified hills would compel the Germans to fall back 
east of Sidi Nsir. 

The enemy held on through 3 days of artillery fire and infantry 
attacks. On 25 April, the 175th Field Artillery Battalion and several 
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battalions of Corps Artillery laid clown a heavy fire on Djebel el Hara. 
The 1st and 3d Battalions of the 168th Regimental Combat Team then 
began their assault, but enemy machine-gun and mortar fire halted 
the advance after slight progress. On 25-26 April, the artillery fired 
numerous concentrations on Hills 407 and 473 to soften enemy posi­
tions. On 27 April, after renewed heavy shelling by the artillery, the 
infantry again attacked. The 2d Battalion moved up from the 
southeast and obtained a footholcl on the southern slopes of Djebel 
el Hara. On the next day, while the 2d Battalion mopped up Hills 
473 ancl 407, the 1st Battalion went on to capture Hill 375. 

While this success was being achieved on the left, the 135th Regi­
menta! Combat Team was finding harder going toward Hill 609. 
lts first effort was directecl at Hill 490, which protectecl the approach 
to 609. In the opinion of the men who finally captured it, Hill 490 
was "tough." When the attack jumped off at 0430 on 27 April, the 
3d Battalion had to cross a stream bed to get to the 600-foot hill, and 
the enemy, firmly entrenched, was ready for the doughboys. Nearing 
the base of the hill, the 3d Battalion was under fire from machine 
guns, mortars, and artillery. At 1600, after hours of hard fighting, 
the 3d had troops on 490, but they were forced to withdraw. In a 
night attack, K Company gained an advantage which was clecisive, 
and by morning of 28 April the hill was occupied. Enemy artillery 
started shelling with air hursts, causing heavy casualties. In the 
afternoon the Germans macle four counterattacks, two of them rather 
weak, which were subdued by rifle fire, and two desperate attempts 
which were only repulsed by artillery. Hill 490 was ours. 

THE 34TH DIVISION CAPTURES HILL 609 
Hill 609 was now accessible but promised no easy conquest. With 

wall-like cliffs at several points, this flat-topped fortress dominated 
the open country on all sides. Plans for the capture of 609 included 
the taking of two supporting strongpoints, Hill 461 by the 2d Bat­
talion of the 135th, and Hill 531 by the 1st Battalion. From these 
hills, the 1st and 2d Battalions were to attack 609 from the southeast 
and northwest, respectively, while the 3d Battalion made a feint at 
the southwestern end and carried out a holding action. The 2d 
Battalion of the 168th was to operate against the enemy to the 

north of Hill 609. 
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mental Combat Team was assigned to make a holding attack against 
the Jefna position. The 39th Regimenta! Cotnbat Team was to 
strike at the Djebel Ainchouna strongpoints north of J efna. The 
60th Regimental Combat Team and the Corps Franc d'Afrique 
were to drive eastward against the more lightly held positions on both 
sides of the Sedjenane River. The main German positions around 
Jefna were to be outflanked through the hills to the north. 

J EFN A ls ÜUTFLANKED 

(Map No. 7, inside back cover) 

The Jefna position, one of the strongest German defenses in all 
northern Tunisia, included two heavily fortified hills lying a mile 
and a half west of Jefna Station and commanding the Mateur road: 
Djebel el Azzag (Green Hill) on the north of the road and Djebel el 
Ajred (Bald Hill) on the south. 

The 47th Regimenta! Combat Team, relieving the British 138th 
Brigade on 13 April, took up positions 5 miles from Jefna Station on 
both sides of the road and prepared to exert pressure toward J efna. 
Bald and Green Hills were subjected to air bombardment and heavy 
artillery fire. On 23 April, from positions near Hill 398 (Djebel ez 
Zeboudj), the 3d Battalion moved toward Jefna against relatively light 
opposition and occupied two hills about a mile to the east. These 
positions were held with only slight changes until 3 May, while 
'strong patrols operated as far east as Green Hill. Meanwhile the 
1st Battalion on the south of the road jumped off from Hill 6ro 
(Djebel el Mehachem) and advanced in 4 days through a series of 
hills to within a mile of Bald Hill. Hill 605 (Kef Maksour) was 
occupied on the first day ( 23 April). After strong artillery prepara­
tion on 25 April, Hills 598 and 502 were captured. Further advances 
were made on 26 April, and Hill 501 was occupied during the day, 
after artillery fire had cleared the hill of enemy troops. 

From 29 April to 2 May, while the 39th Regimenta! Combat Team 
was outflanking J efna on the north, the 47th Infantry maintained 
pressure on the main German positions at Bald and Green Hills. 
Patrolling was very active, and artillery fire constantly harassed the 
enemy. Nevertheless, the Germans held tenaciously to their well­
prepared fox holes and emplacements on the forward slopes of 
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Green and Bald Hills. Prisoners captured on 2 May stated that they 
had been ordered to withdraw toward Bizerte. Patrols confirmed 
this enemy movement; on 3 May the 47th occupied Bald and Green 
Hills, and reconnaissance of the Jefna-Mateur road showed it to be 
free of enemy troops. The withdrawal of the enemy from the very 
strong Jefna position can be explained only in terms of the successful 
flanking maneuver in progress to the north. 

The 39th Regimental Combat Team had moved onto the spur 
of high ground south of the Oued Sedjenane on 14- 15 April to 
relieve the British 1st Parachute Brigade. The three battalions then 
occupied a triangular area made by Djebel Guerba, Djebel Rachtouil, 
éind Djebel el Oumela. Four miles east of the center of this area lay 
Djebel Ainchouna, a series of peaks and ridges about 4 miles long. 
Minefields guarded the approaches to this high ground, and the 
enemy positions afforded excellent observation and good fields of 
fire. Enemy artillery, wherever weak, could be supplemented by 
tanks employed as mobile artillery. To make an attack, our troops 
were compelled to struggle through scrub and high underbrush and 
up rough, steep slopes. 

Between 20 April and the morning of the attack, the 39th Combat 
Team moved forward to the base of Hill 432, without encountering 
opposition. The attack against Hill 438, the dominating height on 
Djebel Ainchouna, jumped off at about 0600 on the 23d, with the 1st 
and 3d Battalions on the line and the 2d Battalion in reserve. The 
enemy fought stubbornly with rifle, mortar, and machine-gun fire and 
grenades. As the fight continued on 24 April, the rst Battalion 
suffered numerous casualties, including the battalion commander, the 
executive officer, the intelligence officer, and the Heavy Weapons 
Company commander. On 25 April, Hill 438 was finally captured 
by the 1st and 3d Battalions. 

During the remainder of the first phase of the campaign, the 39th 
Combat Team zigzagged from hill to hill, driving the enemy back 
toward the Mateur plain. On 26 April the 2d Battalion captured 
Hill 498, a mile southeast of Ainchouna, and Hill 513, a half mile 
northeast of 498. \Vhile the 3d Battalion took over Hill 498, the 2d 
Battalion pushed on to the east, and on 27 April occupied the 
south slopes of Hill 382. 

The 2d Battalion met strong opposition at Hill 382, which resisted 
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for 4 days, but the other two battalions were able to move rapidly. 
At daybreak on 28 April the 1st Battalion drove the enemy from 
Hill 164, 2 miles north of Ainchouna, and 'then turned southeast to 
take Hills 336 and 377, located about 2 miles north of 382. 

On 30 April the combat team concentrated its attacks to wipe out 
the enemy positions in the 382 area. The 1st Battalion attacked Hill 
406, less than a mile northwest of Hill 299, captured it befare moa, 
and then aided the 3d Battalion in a successful drive over Hill 299. 
At daybreak the 2d Battalion, supported by the Cannon Company 
and Divisional Artillery, launched an attack against Hill 382 that 
swept the entire strongpoint. 

The 39th Combat Team was now able to exert the strongest pres­
sure on the J efna position. After the capture of Hills 299 and 382, 
our infantry held the high ground and had the advantage of dom­
inant observation. German supply routes, dumps, and installations 
supporting the J efna defenses were brought under heavy artillery 
fire. In one day the 26th Field Artillery Battalion fired more than 
4,000 rounds with devastating effect. On I May the Germans began 
their withdrawal to the northeast, and when patrols pushed for­
ward the next day they found quantities of abandoned enemy equip-

. ment. The 39th Combat Team was then only 3 miles west of the 
eastern edge of the hill mass and had completely outflanked the 
Green Hill-Bald Hill positions. 

AcTION NoRTH oF THE SEDJENANE (24-27 APRIL) 

The 9th Division put its main eff ort into the successful flanking 
attack on Jefna. Farther to the north, the 60th Combat Team and 
the Corps Franc carried out an operation which extended the flanking 
movement all the way to the coast and insured that no part of the 
Axis line would escape pressure (Map No. 8, inside back cover). 

This operation took place in the scrub-covered mountains north of 
the Sedjenane VaÍley. A road to Bizerte winds through the region, 
but communications were even more difficult than in the zone farther 
to the south. 

A member of the 60th Combat Team has described the terrain as 
a continuous challenge to the ingenuity, perseverance, and fortitude 
of our troops. Supplies, weapons, and ammunition had to be carried 
by burros, which were often hard to obtain. Numerous patches of 
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dense scrub, almost impenetrable, hindered advancing troops and 
required the use of a trail-breaker. The few roads in the area were 
mined, but the barely distinguishable trails were practically free of 
mines and booby traps. Because of liaison difficulties and the speed 
of the advance, attacking units frequently lost contact with their 

artillery support. 
German positions were sometimes defended by a single barbed 

wire strung so as to break a rush. Frontal attacks were highly im­
practical because the e11emy had the advantage in well-placed machine 
guns a11d mortars. Consequently, as in other areas captured by the 
II Corps, our tactics in this zo11e were built around fla11king ma­
neuvers by small units. Because of the excellent opportunity offered 
for concealme11t, retreating enemy troops frequently fell back i11to the 
scrub, waiti11g for nightfall a11d a chance to i11filtrate by patrols. 

Starti11g from Djebels Mergueb and Msid on the 23d, the 60th Com­
bat Team had occupied Hills 165 and 253 (Djebel Oum el Adame) 
and Hill 294 (Djebel Dardyss) about 4 miles north of Ainchou11a, 011 
24- 25 April. Djebel Dardyss was shelled heavily by the Germa11s 
at about 1000 on 25 April, but our troops held 011. 

While the Corps Fra11c pushed toward Bizerte 011 the 11orthern 
flank, the 60th Combat Team assaulted hill positio11s on both sides 
of the Sedje11ane Valley. On the north, the 2d Battalion moved 
northeast from Djebel Dardyss-Djebel Oum el Adame toward Hill 
299 (Kraim Lerhmed), which was occupied on 28 April. The next 
day the battalion advanced northeast about 2 miles to Djebel Haze­
mat (Hill 273) and remained there for 3 days patrolling positions to 
the front. South of the valley, the 1st Battalion moved northeast 
from Hill 208 toward Kef Sahan (Hills 337 and 299). One platoon 
occupied Hill 337 on 28 April, and the rest of the battalion carne up 
the next day. On 30 April, the 1st Battalion continued southeast to 

occupy Djebel Guermach (Hill 490). 
By 29 April the 3d Battalion had advanced northeast about 2 miles 

to Kef el Zrabin (Hill 230). In this area the enemy held out strongly 
at Kef en Nsour (Points 412 and 523), lying 2 miles northeast of 
Djebel Guermach. Two positions in front of Kef en Nsour were 
taken on 30 April a11d 1 May. With the assistance of one company 
of the 1st Battalion, the 3d Battalion captured Kef en Nsour the next 
day. Our units had (lriven to the edge of the hill belt overlooking the 
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Mateur plain and Garaet Achkel, and here again the Germans were 
fighting on the eastern rim of the best defensive ground. 

By 2 May, in the northern sector, the enemy faced the fact that his 
strongest positions were lost or outflanked. The 9th Division had 
helped to make inevitable the German retreat to the east. 

The German Retreat and the 
Capture of Mateur 

At every point where the II Corps attacked, the enemy had offered 
bitter and stubborn resistance, marked by frequent counterattacks to 
recover lost ground. Despite all their efforts, by 1 May the Germans 
were in a critica! situation in the whole II Corps zone. (For the 
line showing the German position at this date, turn to Map No. 2, 

facing page 9). 
The II Corps advance had dislodged the enemy from his best 

defensive positions in two areas. In the south, our main effort 
had fully opened the corridor to Mateur clown the Tine Valley. By 
his failure to retake Djebel el Anz and Hill 609, the enemy was left 
fighting on the edge of the high ground, with lower rolling country 
behind him to Mateur. In this country there was no such series 
of naturally strong positions as the II Corps had just conquered. 
Full use of our armor was now possible, and a successful American 
attack north from Djebel Badjar might easily become a breakthrough, 
cutting off German units still in the hills to the northwest. 

The maneuvers of the 9th Division had rendered the enemy's 
Jefna strongpoints untenable. The flanking columns of the 9th 
Division ha<l pushed so far northeast of Jefna that the Germans 
here also were hanging on to the edges of the last high ground 
protecting the Mateur plain. 

To avoid disaster, the enemy facing the II Corps undertook a gen­
eral retreat on the night of 1-2 May and the next day. His forces 
in the souchern sector withdrew eastward, to positions located from 
Ferryville south toward Chouigui and Eddekhila. Here, on a north­
south belt of hills, the Axis forces might still hope to protect Tebourba 
and the Tunis plain. North of Garaet Achkel the Axis pulled back 
to the hills bordering that lake an<l prepared a last-ditch stand on 
the main road to Bizerte. 

34 

American Infantry on the Road to Mateur 
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The enerny retreat was followed up at once by a powerful striking 
force. General Harmon, commanding the rst Armored Division, 
ordered Combat Command B to move north from the Tine Valley 
to Mateur. At about rroo on 3 May the 81st Reconnaissance Battalion 
entered Mateur, quickly followed by other units. This prompt and 
aggressive action undoubtedly interfered with the enemy's plan for 
withdrawal and hampered his organization of defensive positions be­
tween Mateur and Ferryville. That this move upset the enemy was 
shown by his clesperate efforts to hold the rst Armored Division at 
Mateur. Infantry, armar, artillery, and planes were rushed into the 
breach from other parts of the front. ME- ro9's bombed Mateur 
heavily from 3 to 5 May, trying to knock out rebuilt bridges. Dive 
bombers and artillery attacked our troops fiercel y in an attempt to 
halt the advance. 

The capture of Mateur meant that the main system of German de­
fense in the north was broken. The pressure thus put on the enemy 
prevented him from effective concentration to meet the British 
clrive in the Medjercla Valley. The II Corps hacl taken the first 
majar prize of the Alliecl attack. 
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the II Corps were to exert maximum pressure to prevent the enemy 
from reinforcing his units facing the First Army. After taking 
Tunis, the First Army would exploit to the southeast and east in order 
to cut off the Cap Bon Peninsula while the Eighth Army pressed 
forward to the Hammamet area from the south. 

On 4 May, the First Army instructed the V Corps to attack on a 
narrow front. The IX Corps was to pass through the V Corps and 
capture the inner defenses of Tunis. The II Corps would seize thc 
high ground east and west of Chouigui and take Bizerte. 

PLANS OF THE II CORPS 
2 

In the northern zone of its front the II Corps planned to isolate 
Axis troops in the area of Garaet Achkel-Lac de Bizerte. The task 
was assigned to the 9th Infantry Division and the rst Armored 
Division. To drive the enemy on the west ami north sides of Garaet 
Achkel back toward Bizerte, two regimental combat teams of the 
9th Division and the Corps Franc d'Afrique were to operate north­
west of the lake. The rst Armored Division was to push northeast 
from Mateur to Ferryville, and then east on the south side of Lac de 
Bizerte in order to cut the Axis line of retreat from Bizerte to Tunis. 

South of the Mateur-Tebourba road, the enemy had fallen back 
east of the Oued Tine to a defensive line in steep hills following the 
curve of the river. While the rst Division advanced northeast from 
Djebel Badjar against the northern end of this line, the 34th Division 
was to drive to the east against Eddekhila and Chouigui. 

Through to Chouigui 
(Map No. JO, inside back cover) 

The new German line in the southern zone east of the Tine ran 
from Kef en Nosoura on the north to a cluster of strongpoints be-

2 
At noon on 30 April the 3d Division (Maj. Gen. Lucían K. T ruscott, Jr.) had been alerted 

to move to the II Corps zone. Within 7 days after the receipt of its arder, the entire division 
had travelled over 700 miles to its dcstination. On 8 May the 15th Regimenta! Combat Team 
was prepared to assist the rst Division in attack sou theast of Mateur. The rest of the 
division was ready to move into the Ferryville area and to go on to mop up any remaining 
resistance in the península east of th~ Tunis-Bizerte road. By 9 May, however, the ctforts 
of the II Corps were so successful that the 3d Division was not needed. The division was 
then assigned the mission of guard ing 38,000 prisoners of wa r in a cage west of Mateur and 
of collecting and guarding captured matériel. 
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tween Eddekhila and Chouigui, ro miles to .'. the south. Rising 
steeply 600 to r,ooo feet above the plain, the hills gave the enemy very 
strong defensive positions protecting Tebourba. These might be 
turned, however, from the north along the Mateur-Djedeida road, 
and, if the attack of the British V Corps succeeded, the enemy on 
these hills would be cut off from retreat toward Tunis. 

HOLDING ATTACK OF THE IST DIVISION 

In preparation for an assault on the northern end of the German 
line, the rst Division on 5 May occupied the high ground west of 
the Tine facing the hill mass of Djebel Douimiss, held by the Baren­
thin Regiment. The next day the r8th and 26th Regimental Combat 
Teams attacked across the Tine into these hills, supported by H 
Company of the rst Armored Regiment. The armored unit was 
held up by minefields and the collapse of a bridge over a deep 
wadi. By nightfall the r8th Infantry had suffered numerous casual­
ties and was forced to withdraw west of the Tine during the night. 
This move left the 26th Infantry holding a salient on the right, and 
its withdrawal was necessary. The division was then ordered to 
maintain pressure against the enemy and to prevent any westward 
movement. Our troops held their lines west of the Tine on 7 May, 
and on the following day the Barenthin Regiment withdrew. 

THE 34TH D1v1sION CAPTURES EooEKHILA AND CHoUIGUI 

South of the rst Division, the 34th started from the Djebel Badjar 
area on 3 May in a drive eastward to Chouigui, the objective. The 
168th Infantry led; the 175th Field Artillery Battalion was in sup­
port. Patrols of the 168th moved east across the Oued Tine plain 
without encountering enemy units. The main road leading to Choui­
gui from the west was patrolled vigorously on 4 May past St. Joseph 
Farm and up to Eddekhila, again without meeting opposition. 

The enemy held the hills south and east of the plain, however, and 
an attack over the open ground north of Eddekhila would be costly. 
So, once more, the 34th Division took the hill route. On 5 May, 
the 168th moved into the rugged country southwest of Eddekhila. 
The advance over broken ground and steep slopes was slow and 
difficult, but at the end of the day the 168th Infantry forced the 
enemy out of Eddekhila. 
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On 6 May, while the 133d pushed a protective fl.ank south and 
east of Eddekhila, the 168th turned northward along the hills toward 
the Chouigui pass. The Germans offered bitter resistance ánd held 
up the advance in front of Hill 285. An early morning attack on 
7 May carried 285 and the neighboring heights to within a mile of 
the pass. The Germans then withdrew from Chouigui, and units 
of the 34th Division occupied the town late in the afternoon. At 
Chouigui, the 34th Division had reached an ultimate objective 
assigned to the II Corps in the operational orders of 19 April. 

At the same time that the 34th was carrying through to Chouigui, 
the massive attack of the British V Corps, given tremendous air and 
artillery support, achieved a decisi ve breakthrough in the center. 
Massicault was reached on 6 May, and on 7 May British armor drove 
through to the city of Tunis. From that time, enemy units were 
smrendering rapidly in the whole northern Tunisian area, making 
further movements part of a mopping-up process. While the 168th 
Infantry operated to end resistance in the Chouigui sector, the 
135th Infantry moved on 9 May to clean out positions to the north. 
The 813th Tank Destroyer Battalion, with Company K of the 135th 
Infantry and the 34th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop attached, 
operated east out of Chouigui. 

N orth of the Lakes to Bizerte 
(Map No. 11, inside back cover, and Sketch No. I, page 42) 

After the German retreat in the northern sector, the new enemy 
defense extended from Djebel Cheniti ( north of Garaet Achkel) 
southeast through Ferryville, and then south on the high ground 
northeast of Mateur. Djebel Achkel, south of the lake, remained 
a useful but isolated stronghold. The new line barred the roads to 
Ferryville and Bizerte around the shores of Garaet Achkel, but its 
stability depended u pon control of two groups of commanding hills: 
those around Djebel Cheniti and those southeast of Garaet Achkel 
protecting the Ferryville isthmus. If the Axis lost Djebel Cheniti, 
its troops north of Garaet Achkel would have to fall back on Bizerte 
or risk being trapped at Ferryville by the 1st Armored Division, 
driving north from Mateur. Should the 1st Armored succeed in 
penetrating the strongpoints south of Ferryville, the German forces 
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to the north would be cut off and those to the south would be 
outfl.anked. 

The 9th Division and the Corps Franc attacked the German posi­
tions north of Garaet Achkel, where Djebel Cheniti was the center 
of the German strength. The tactics agaihst Cheniti were similar to 
those used earlier to reduce Jefna. The Corps Franc and the 60th 
Combat Team delivered a holding attack against the strongpoints 
(Hills 207 and 168); the 47th Combat Team outBanked Cheniti 
on the north. 

Infantry Battalion Approaching Bizerte 

On 4 May the Corps Franc occupied three hills west of Djebel 
Cheniti. A weak enemy counterattack down the western slopes 
of Cheniti was broken up by our artillery. On 5 May the 47th In­
fantry moved up from Jefna and began its fl.anking movement to drive 
the enemy from hills on the left of the Corps Franc. The 2d Bat­
talion advanced up Djebel Zouitina and turned east to Hill 208, 
which it took in the afternoon. Continuing the attack, the 2d 
Battalion had captured Hill 223, and the 3d was on 165 to the north­
east by the end of the next day. The 47th Combat Team was now 
due north of Cheniti and in a position to threaten the Bizerte road. 

On 6 May, while the 47th was attacking to the north, the 60th 

41 



d 
z 
:i: 
o 
1-
w 
~ 
(/) 

s.'' 

~ "' 
~\\1,,111, ,1 -3" ·~ ',, 

;;;..,,¿ 

'\ 

{''' 
;\ 
\'\,, 

-::., :;,~ 
~ ... .,," 

~\<:;:- ,:,, ~ 
- ..J 

42 

<[ 
w 
o:: 
<[ 

i 
r<) 

ro 
- <t (\J 

~~ 
z >­w <( 

:e :ii 
(.) a) 

..J.;,. -w 
ce 
w 
"? 
o 

o 

) 

-;.,.~¿ 
:;,,.,,·;. 

-,r~ 
~--·· ~., ... 

'"~, 

.. ff 
~: i 111

1 
.,.f í , .. ,.~,,1,,,,. 

,. ... J ''IQ., 

::f"·J 

fJ,·t··. 
.. /l ,.\) -:;,_··· i 

j 'f,i "t_ "'lt1/Mf 

'.~)) > 
f"''g 

, I 'l/, ,. '\ ( 
:: ,::::. 

s, '-1 
·");;.,,,,, 
\ 
.... '*''···"t 

.:,,,,,- o .. ,,::.. 
~- f 

- ·~ 
,:·:'.:~~ 

~~-~ 
{.::. 

,,...,,~ 

{·::::;)_ ~:.} .¡I~~ 
,:~: .. ~:::1':·5,,/ :1 
:,;",;~-"~- -.. ~ 

..J 

"' ~ :z: 
o 
<[ 

,;::.,;., "··~ ,,,,, .. 

i:<\:~ 

o 
¡¡; .. 
... 
o 
UJ 
U) 

_J .. 
o 
ii: 
~ 
U) 

% 
)-
ID 

o 
UJ 
a: .. 
CL 
UJ 
a: 
CL 

Infantry passed through the Corps Franc and assaulted Hills 168 and 
207, key positions on Djebel Cheniti. The 1st Battalion jumped off 
at 1300 and 3 hours later had driven the enemy from Hill 168. A half 
mile to the south, on Hill 207, they met stronger resistance. An artil­
lery concentration disorganized the enemy, anc.l our infantry attacked 
before the Axis troops could recover. By nightfall part of the hill was 
captured, but the Germans still held out on the southeastern slopes. 

On 7 May the 47th and 60th Combat Teams advanced to cut the 
Bizerte road. The 2d Battalion of the 47th Infantry attacked from 
Hill 223 and captured Hill 131, 2 miles to the southeast. The 3d 
Battalion occupied Hill 125, about 2 miles north of 131, and held it 
against an armored counterattack in the afternoon. The 60th ln­
fantry continued its attack toward the east, cleane<l up the south 
slopes of Djebel Cheniti, and by the end of the morning reached 
Hill 114, east of the Bizerte road. 

These successes against the key hill positions were <lecisive. By 1400 
on 7 May the enemy was in full retreat, and 6 hours later the 47th 
Infantry began its march to Bizerte. On 8 May all elements of the 
47th Combat Team were in position just northwest of the city ready 
to repel any counterattack by the Germans. The 60th Combat Team 
had occupied the high ground commanding the Ferryville-Bizerte 
road. The northern Axis flank had collapsed. 

Meanwhile, on 7 May, the 15th Engineer Battalion, following the 
3d Battalion of the 60th Infantry, constructed a ford across Oued 
Douimiss on the Bizerte road. This allowed the 9th Reconnaissance 
Troop to reconnoiter Route II toward Bizerte, and the Reconnaissance 
Company of the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion to reconnoiter Route 
57 toward Ferryville. Using this same passage, Company A of the 
751st Tank Battalion, supported by two companies of the 894th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, moved up the Bizerte road and entered Bizerte 
at 1555. The only resistance carne from snipers armed with rifles and 
submachine guns, and from a few light machine guns. The tanks 
deployed on the streets to seek out and destroy all small-arms fire 
and machine-gun positions. Sorne fire was received from artillery 
south of Bizerte. Seven tanks, placed as counterbattery, knocked out 
two artillery pieces. When darkness set in, the tank company 
moved in absolute blackout to bivouac in the central section of 

the Bizerte airport. 
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The 9th Reconnaissance Troop had also entered the outskirts of 
Bizerte during the afternoon. Other units of the 9th Division and 
the Corps Franc carne in the next day. Befare evacuating Bizerte 
the Germans left time bombs in the important buildings and scat­
tered booby traps and mines profusely; even cakes of soap were 
booby-trapped. With an enemy force of undetermined strength held 
between Goulet du Lac, Lac de Bizerte, and the Mediterranean, the 
9th Division prepared to hol<l Bizerte and mop up minar resistance 
around the city. 

Breakthrough by the 1st Armored Division 
(!vlap No. II, inside back cover, and Sketch No . 2, page .¡.5) 

The 1st Armored Division had not been able to show its foil power 
in the first phase of the operation, although the threat of armore<l 
attack clown the Tine Valley had undoubtedly been a factor in forc­
ing the Gennan retreat on 2 May. Now, from the Mateur area, 
the 1st Armored Division was to strike at the center of the new 
German line, where two roads le<l into the Tunis plain: one from 
Mateur through Ferryville to the Tunis-Bizerte highway and the 
other from Mateur to Djedeida. 

The enemy defense of these roads depended on holding two hill 
masses. The first, and by far the more important, comprised a 5-mile 
belt of hills between the Ferryville and the Mateur-Djedeida roads. 
In these heights lay the main enemy positions. The second was the 
imposing Djebel Achkel, just south of the lake and rising more than 
1,600 feet above the plain. The 91st Reconnaissance Squadron was 
to take care of Djebel Achkel and guard the division's left flank . The 
primary attack was made by two combat teams, team A operating 
for a breakthrough at · Ferryville and team B aiming for control of 
the road to Djedeida. 

DJEBEL AcHKEL 

The .first move was against this isolated height. Not onl y did 
it flank the intended line of our main attack, but from its top the 
enemy could direct artillery fire on the Mateur plain from batteries 
as far as 8 miles to the east. The 91st Reconnaissance Squadron, 
moving to the attack on 4 May, met strong opposition, but by mid-
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afternoon of 5 May our troops had advanced about one-third of the 
way up the mountain and by nightfall had captured the western half, 
taking more than 80 prisoners. 

The remaining enemy forces, only a few hundred strong, put up 
the stubborn resistance that characterized German .fighting in this 
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campaign. Enemy installations in stone buildings at the base of the 
mountain held out until blasted by a tank-destroyer unit on 9 May. 
Fighting on the hill continued until II May, when more than 300 
officers and men of the Hermann Goering Division surrendered­
but not until they had veri.fied the report that their general had 
surrendered on the 9th. 
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TttE DRIVE TttROUGH FERRYVILLE To THE EAsT 

On 6 May, the 6th Armored Infantry Regiment began the main 
attack on the hills grouped around Djebel el Messeftine, just south­
east of Garaet Achkel. The 1st Battalio11 of the 13th Armored Regi­
rnent protected the left fl.ank of the attack, and artillery support was 
given by the 91st ancl 68th Field Artillery Battalions. 

Following an artillery concentration, the 6th Armored Infantry 
moved across the open plain east of the Mateur- Ferryville road and 
into a hill mass 600 to 700 feet high. Not only was the ground diffi­
cult for armored movement, · but the heights were defended with 
strong forces of infantry supported by tanks. On the left, the 2d 
Battalion reached Hill 273, the highest point on the Messefti11e ridge, 
by 0626. Here the advance was held up. On the right, the 1st 
Battalion attacked Hill 253 on the southeastern end of the ridge. 
This objective and Hill 251, a half mile to the north, were taken by 
1000. The enemy still held out at 216, less than a half mile east of 
253. At 110011 the 3d Battalio11 was ordered to move out from its 
position west of the Mateur-Ferryville road to drive the enemy from 
bjebel Cheggaga. By 1630, the 3d Battalion had reached its objective 
and was mopping up. 

The Germans, driven back from the ridge of Messeftine, clung 
stubbornly to a secondary ridge from Hill 265 to 172. In order to 
drive the enemy from t~ese positions, the 1st Armored Division 
launched a coordinated attack by infantry and tanks at 1700. Two 
companies of the 13th Armored Regiment moved up from the right 
flank and passed through the 2d Battalion, 6th Armored Infantry, 011 
Hill 273. The tanks attacked east and southeast against intense anti­
tank and artillery fire. Light rain had made the rugged terrain slip­
pery, and a platoon leader's tank was destroyed when it slid over a 
50-foot cliff. While the tanks were maneuvering southeast of Hill 
273, the enemy counterattacked the hill from the northeast. A con­
fused and bitter fight took place as tanks battled in the wadies and 
our infantry struggled to hold the key heights. The enemy overran 
Hills 251 and 253 by 1900 and continued to attack 273. Ali but one 
platoon of our tanks were ordered to withdraw a half hour Iater. 
By 2roo, the German counterattack had won back the entire ridge 
from 273 to 253; but the 3d Battalion, 6th Armored Infantry, held 
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onto 216 with the aid of artillery fire. Although the German counter­
attack against Messeftine was successful on 6 May, the enemy could 
not hold the position because of the advance of Combat Command B 
on the south. 

Combat Command B, consisting of the 13th Armored Regiment 
and attached units, was operating against the lower hills near the 
Mateur-Djedeida road. Here the enemy had many concealed anti­
tank guns, which had to be rooted out one by 011e. Late in the 
afternoo11, while one battalion supported the attack on Messeftine, 
the rest of Combat Command B was able to clear Djebel el Assafir 
and advance toward the road junction 6 miles east of Mateur. 

On 7 May, the 1st Armorecl Division lau11ched a three-prongeJ 
attack that completely routed the Germans along the Mateur-Ferry­
ville front. At the north end of the German line the 91st Reconnais­
sance Squadron ( with the exceptio11 of one troop left on Djebel 
Achkel) attacked and captured Djebel ez Zarour. The squadron, 
followed by the 2d Battalion, 39th Infantry, entered Ferryville shortly 
after noon. In the center, heavy artillery fire chased the enemy from 
the Messeftine ridge and the 6th Armored Infantry occupied the hills. 
The 3d Battalion, 13th Armored Regiment, advanceJ from the south 
ancl found the enemy in foil retreat to the east. 

Fresh units were brought up from reserve forces to exploit the 
opening south of Ferryville. The 3d Battalion of the 1st Armored 
Regiment, which had followed the infantry into Ferryville, now 
moved out to the east with the mission of cutting the Tunis- Bizerte 
road, rr miles away. 

South of the Lac de Bizerte, the first objectives of the 3d Bat­
talio11 and its attached units were the bridge over the Oued ben 
Hassine and the high ground southeast and south of the bridge, 
about 4 miles from Ferryville. The battalion deployed on the south 
side of the road and advanced to the bridge, which was defended by 
tanks and artillery. While Company G moved south to take the 
enemy on the ílank, the rest of the battalion fired 011 the high ground 
east of the stream. Company G gained complete surprise in its 
flanking movement and drove the enemy onto the fl.ats south of Lac 
de Bizerte. Darkness prevented complete exploitation of the suc­
cess, but the bridge was taken intact. The 2d Battalion, 6th Armored 
Infantry, arrived at nightfall to assist in defending the position. 
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cepted by Maj. Gen. Fritz Krause at noon; and, as General Bradley's 
report states, "All organized resistance in Northern Tunisia in front 
of the II Corps carne toan end." 

Early in the afternoon, six German generals, now prisoners, arrived 
at II Corps Headquarters. Among them were the commanding 
generals of the 5th Panzer Army, the 15th Panzer Division, and 

Bizerte 

the Manteuffel Division, the artillery commander of the Afrika Korps, 
and the commanding general of the Luftwaffe at Bizerte. 

Axis resistance in the hill mass southeast of Tunis lasted only a 
few days longer. On 9 and ro May, British armor cut off the escape 
route to the Cap Bon Península. Under pressure by the French on 
the west and the Eighth Army from the south, the remaining Axis 
forces surrendered by 13 May. 
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CONCLUSION 

Taking Count 

THE MISSION OF THE II CORPS hacl been threefold: to pro­
tect the left flank of the British V Corps; to keep the enem y from 
concentrating in front of the First Army; and to capture certain major 
objectives. The II Corps had completed its mission. It had main­
tained contact all during the operation with the left flank of the 
British V Corps, which was never menaced. At the beginning of 
the campaign only about 12,000 front-line enemy troops opposed our 
advance; at the close of the operation approximately 40,000 enemy 
troops were in front of the II Corps. All the objectives of the II 
Corps had been captured, both those assigned initially in the Jefna 
and Chouigui areas ancl the ultimate goal, Bizerte. American ad­
vanees had been coordinated with French and British successes. 

The accomplishment of the mission assigned to the II Corps is a 
record of fighting men with the will and ability to win. It is also 
the record of an army well supplied, well ·equipped, and expertly led. 

For operations of such scope and intensity, our losses cluring the 
campaign for Bizerte were small. Outflanking maneuvers around 
strong positions such as Bald Hill and Green Hill in the Jefna sector, 
concentration on key terrain features such as Hill 609, intense artillery 
bombardment preceding major attacks, and use of armor to exploit 
infantry successes were important factors in holding casualties to a 
minimum. The following tabulation shows losses of the II Corps. 

Killed 
1 

Wounded Missing 

1st Division ___ ____ ____ __ 103 1,245 682 
9th Division __ ___ __ ______ 82 548 20 

34th Division ___ ___ ____ __ 85 470 79 
1st Armored ____________ _ 68 424 96 
Corps Franc __ __ ___ ___ ___ 70 400 ------------
Other Units __ __ ____ ____ _ 13 49 ----- -------

TotaL ____ __ ______ 421 3, 136 877 
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Annex No. 1 

Units Taking Part in the Bizerte Campaign 

The following items do not constitute an official Station List. 

(ATIACHMENTS AS OF 9 MAY 1943) 

II CORPS: 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company. 

I sT D1v1s10N: 

16th, 18th, and 26th Infantry Regiments; 7th, 32d, 33d, and 5th 
Field Artillery Battalions; 1st Engineer Battalion; 1st Quarter­
master Company; 1st Medical Battalion; 1st Cavalry Reconnais­
sance Troop; 1st Signal Company; 701st Ordnance Company. 
Attached: 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion; 105th Coast Artillery 
(AA) Battalion; Detachment, 2624th Signal Service Regiment; Air 
Support Party. 

I ST ARMORED DIVISION: 

1st and 13th Armored Regiments; 6th Armored Infantry Regiment; 
27th, 68th, and 91st Armored Field Artillery Battalions; 81st 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion; 16th Armored Engineer Bat­
talion; 141st Armored Signal Company; 1st Armored Supply 
Battalion; 1st Armored Maintenance Battalion; 47th Armored 
Medical Battalion. 
Attached: 91st Reconnaissance Squadron; 776th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion; 443d Coast Artillery (AA) Battalion; Air Support Party. 

9TH D1v1s10N: 
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39th, 47th, and 60th Infantry Regiments; 26th, 60th, 84th, and 34th 
Field Artillery Battalions; 15th Engineer Battalion; 9th Quarter­
master Company; 9th Medical Battalion; 9th Cavalry Reconnais­
sance Troop; 9th Signal Company; 709th Ordnance Company. 

Attached: 62d Armored Field Artillery Battalion; 434th Coast 
Artillery (AA) Battalion; Battery H, 67th Coast Artillery (AA) 
Regiment; 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion; Corps Franc d'Afrique; 
Air Support Party. 

34TH DIVISION: 

133d less 2d Battalion, 135th, and 168th Infantry Regiments; 125th, 
151st, 175th, and 185th Field Artillery Battalions; 109th Engineer 
Battalion; 109th Quartermaster Battalion; 109th Medica! Battalion; 
34th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop; 34th Signal Company; 734th 
Ordnance Company. 
Attached: 813th Tank Destroyer Battalion: 751st Tank Battalion; 
107th Coast Artillery (AA) Battalion; Air Support Party. 

30 D1v1s10N (assisted in mopping up): 

7th, 15th, and 30th Infantry Regiments; 10th, 39th, 41st, and 9th 
Field Artillery Battalions; 10th Engineer Battalion; 3d Quarter­
master Company; 3d Medical Battalion; 3d Cavalry Reconnais­
sance Troop; 3d Signal Company; 703d Ordnance Company. 

r3TH FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE: 

1st Field Artillery Observation Battalion; 17th, 36th, and 178th 
Field Artillery Regiments. 
Attached: 106th Coast Artillery (AA) Battalion: Headquarters, 
5th Armored Artillery Group; Battery E, 67th Coast Artillery 
(AA) Regiment; 58th and 65th Armored Field Artillery Battalions; 
1st Battalion, 213 Coast Artillery Regiment, less Batteries C and D; 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

2626TH CoAsT ARTILLERY BRIGADE (AA): 

Headquarters, 2626th Coast Artillery Brigade; Batteries C and D, 
213th Coast Artillery Regiment; 3d Battalion, 213th Coast Artillery 
Regiment; 690th, 692d, and 694th Coast Artilley Batteries (Air­
borne) ; 436th Coast Artillery Battalion ; 67th Coast Artillery Regi­
ment, less Batteries E and H and rst and 3d Battalions. 

CORPS TROOPS: 

Military Police: 202d Military Police Company. 
Armored: 2642d Armored Replacement Battalion. 
Signal: 53d Signal Battalion. 
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1sT SGT. HAROLD W. SELL, Inf., Wisconsin, 9th Division, Sedjenane, 

27 April 1943. 
PFc. FRANCIS E. SHAW, Inf., New York, 1st Division, Tunisia, 26 April 

1943. 
PFc. EARNEST E. SHUMATE, Inf., Georgia, 1st Division, Tunisia, 

26 April 1943. 
PVT. JosEPH A. SrnNKIEwrcz, Inf., Pennsylvania, 1st Division, Tunisia, 

9May 1943. 
PVT. VINSON E. SMITH, Inf., Alabama, organization not indicated, 

Tunisia, 7 May 1943. 
PFc. R1cHARD C. SNow, MD, Massachusetts, 1st Division, Mateur, 

5 May 1943. 
CPL. MEYER SPIEGEL, Inf ., Massachusetts, rst Di vis ion, Tunisia, 

26 April 1943. 
SGT. JoHN M. SPLET, Inf., Pennsylvania, 1st Division, Beja, 29 April 

1943· 
PFc. JosEPH M. STATD, Inf., Mississippi, 1st Division, Mateur, 4 May 

1943. 
CPL. WoooRow W. TAYLOR, Inf., Ohio, 1st Division, Tunisia, 22 April 

1943. 
CPL. N1cK VINcicH, Inf., Pennsylvania, 1st Division, Tunisia, 1 May 

1943· 
TEc. 4 RoBERT H. W ALDSMITH, Inf., California, 1st Armored Division, 

Mateur, 6 May 1943. 
PvT. CLAUD L. W ATKINs, MD, Oklahoma, 1st Division, Mateur, 

5 May 1943. 
CPL. JAMES R. WILLIAMS, Inf., New York, 1st Division, 25 April 1943. 
S! SGT. EARL L. W1u.s, MD, New York, 1st Division, 30 April 1943. 
CPL. CHARLES L. WrLsoN, Inf., Pennsylvania, 1st Division, 30 April 

1943. 
PFc. W ALTER W. W1sNIEWSKI, MD, Pennsylvania, organization not 

indicated, Tunisia, - May 1943. 
PvT. CARL H. WoooEN, JR., Inf., New York, 1st Division, 29 April 1943. 
PvT. Loms R. Z1cK*, Inf., New Jersey, 34th Division, Tunisia, 1 May 

1943. 
PFc. FRANK J. ZYsK, Inf., Connecticut, 1st Division, 30 April 1943. 

64 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 19'4 ~5 

11';, 

' " 

1: 1 
!1 

1 

1 

1 

' 
1 

1 

i 

• .IO 



\ 



o 2 <t 
w

 
a:: 
<

tw
 

(/) 
Zc:x 
a:: :J: 
W

a.. 
:J: 
1

-
1

-
:::) (/) 

o a:: 
(
/
)
-lL
 

w
 

:I: 
1

-

(/) 
w

 
...1 

~
 

IO
 

o C
\) 

!'(') 

,;t-

IO
 

-..,,, 

¡...: 
(.) 
LU

 
(/) 

_, <
( 

(.) 

ii: 
o 1
-

(/) 

:r: 
>­a:, 

o LU
 

@
i a. 



/ 
3~26 

At EL BEIO 

2 .~26 111 

~+~ es. ., 
~~ 
V ~ . -

)- e ·• . 3~:G ~ r -

,'¡¡ 

J 
::-
~ 2 

l~ -1/1• 16 
16J!,€. 

:-. 

" --- -_~;. .. 

::.. ·SIOI RH~RIB 

' 

;lk.. 
:-,: 

~,,i=;-_ 

\\11~ 
~ 'r 

-;:;: ,,\! 

,{ 

,(" 

,'-,1·, 1, 

,\'- -,~ 
4\.)\i...~--:: ....... 
t..t ..... 

:;:\1/¡~ 
-. ,• l 

.-:..,,....~,;; 

_l? 
-,.r 

~ 
"111, ++ 

465," 

-~ ,~3J~~J;a 
--::: - ~ 

~ 

' ,, -··,_,,;, __ n 411 
...... · 1\\' -

_J ... 

.:.;;.~ 

-~ 

-~ 
1111 ~ .-:·/ 

ti//: • DIR¡"B(?U ES~ ./' ·' ®" j'~• 
l\1 "~~;;~?,Jt 

~ .::,¡).· 'rf?- $:\:'~~\'~ 

.! ,,, ..... 

··._:;4.-243 
;:n,.:.:: 

,\\\! r"',111,11,' 

;:,O .. :--

1 ST DIVISION ORIVE 
TO 

DJ. SIDI MEFTAH 
23-27 APRIL 1943 

O 1 2 

I 

' ' '/' [Q]a\1 RCN 

MAP NO. 4 

3 MILES 

\ PREPARED BY HISTORICAL SECT ., A. W.C. 



U
') 

o z 
<

( 
LLJ 

Q
. 

o:: 
<

l 
<

( 
~
 

N
 

z <
( 

...J 
LLJ 

...J 
LLJ 
m

 
LLJ 
-:, 
o 1 
m

 
o (D

 

...J 
...J 

:e 

rt) 

V
 

O
) 

>
 <
( 

~
 

C
,\I 

1 
... ,V~ 

~
/
~
 

...J 

,, 
-,/.,~ t 

'<-

-~
 

a:: 
.. ,,,,,'. "'-

~
t • 

-
a.. 
<

( 

r,... 
C

,\I \,,~
~

 
,,,,,~ 

1, t, 

~
 

r<> X
 

X
 

,~ :-.,, [,,,~·111/%
 

:
-

'(' 
f.!• .. ~~ 

=
 ~
 ~'•,,, 

-.,,,f.~
: 

:~ 

IA
~

 

.,.,,1 ~-

,,,. 

u.i 
(!) 
w

 
_

J
 

_
J
 

o o . o: 
<

( 

:t 

z o 
¡:: 
o w

 
(/) 

_
J
 

<
( 

o ii: 
o 1-(/) 

>­<D
 

o w
 

o: 
<

( 
Q

. 

w
 



i' 
"~~ 

~~<v 
,,~o 

"~<v 

~776 

1©116(-) 

161a1 RCN 

'f.
3.~5 

V, 

;\ 1 \~¡.. 

"493 

~ t~ 3-~6 

[] 

1 C8'.l 6 x-~.:,,t-01J' , .. , e, \1111 • • -... 

6 (-) ~v~ 66i,·~r·· 
~,...,. ..... ~,/l~J:!'Í\\~ {. ~- . J,;r\'1r,,¡~; .. , ''·· •.•• ~ ,, 

it,,,· ,.¡¡.wt ... ., ... ,.. ~ ':\ 
- \ ·n1A ·' 

-:~ i;:J 

MAP NO. 6 

1 ST ARMORED DIVISION 
IN THE 

'-/ 8 \ TINE VALLE Y 
'<!' 4 f>.1~ 23 APRIL- 1 MAY 1943 

. , 

"~~ : 2IMILES 

:r:/~ 
~v. 

~º.-i, 

'~ ,~ ... 
~ 

r 

.,... ·-~ il 
.. ;,,,¿:. 

', 
-·', . ,, '­

,.,, :299, 
·, .. ' 

1 BED FARM A7:~. ,,),, ., ' 
/ / ·· ·:;.~l5, .. , 

,1 , J ~'loJ// 

. ~
93

3~6 2~6 
.f,11v, ·. ~ 312 .. -:,., 

:;~~~~ 

.!' 
W -~"·· .. ,1~ 

.... ¡·•~' 
\¡ .. t ,, ,,, .. , .'-_ 

:;. ~ •. 'f (',,, 1 \ -
.,..,,1\f' ;;::~ l.,,t~ 

PREPARED BY HISTORICAL SECT., A W.C . 



GuE.~~l\. 
ol· 210· ... 

o 

" • , •• e_\..11-
J \:_\..Qv"' 

O . '""' 196 ,.,..¿ 

11:\1 1,, 
.. , ,·oü\' 

oJ R·"
1
~65 

3~39 

'.1'~'1 .. ,,:. 1''"-'UI\~· ~.r - l•11•· ''1/i¡, •. , 

., , 
·, ,,1 ,•• 
,; 

•.. 

\ 
~89\ 

' '~ \1 

'º ,P. ,~ 

li 

r . . ,. 
,...l..~_.,,,. 

.,,, 
,f'",j ~ ., ....... < .... ' ''. ~ 

;· 

, .,. 
\ \ '1 

.. :.1.11 

9 TH DIVISION ATTACK 
ON THE 

AINCHOUNA- JEFNA POSITIONS 

1 , .. ,~ 

::- /~ 
111,~ •• "',~,,.,, .. , \··"" ~ 

( 
~..!r 

\, ""'·'· 

;-. , 

23 APRIL- 1 MAY 1943 

2 3 ~ 
=:=::l,"""'"'"!=E;;.;!!!!!!!!!!!11.Í::::===_,4 M ILF;;. 2 ~ 4 7 

··~· '"t.\ 
¡O.J 

PREPAREO BY HISTORIGAL SEGTION, ARMY WAR GOLLEGE 

)I" . .., 
.. 

< 

,. 1 
• ;i , 1 • • ~ c.,i -~ ~ 

3 €' . .,. , .... 
, 3 ~ 7 .... . :I: .................. 3\7 ... ~ 

.. ,..... ···~ ... ~ ,,., ~ C> 

·- ~ 
J ~e;.· . ',~,· ',< ~ ' Ji 

219 ,.. i ,,.. ,._ '2~·9 1'>, 
., l ~ -. _., 

,. !/, 

/ 
\"'~ ,~ 

,· • e...,. 

ti 

i 
,· 

~ 

' . 

" 
\. 

', 

l:.Í 
' 

' 
•1/1, 

t 

~ 

,. 

,j~ ¿ 
"-<) 

~....,t 

l 

' 

MAP NO. 7 

.. 
~~ ! f 

·'" ' ' ~-
~~t, .. K 

.. ·' ;JP' 
.\i.· 

,f .~ 

.. , .. ,. ~-'. 

5 J~t, ...... ,,.., -
::. 

-
/ 

•' 
f 

J \ 



NORTHERN AREA 
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