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FM 21-100, Soldier's Handbook, is published for the infor­
mation and guidance of all concerned. Its purPQse is to give 
the newly enrolled member of the United States Army a con­
venient and compact source of basic military information and 
thus to aid him to perform bis duties more efficiently. 
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F'OREWORD 

You are now a member o! the Army of the United States. 
That Army is macte up of free citizens chosen from among a 
free People. The American people · ot their own Will, and 
throngb the men they have elected to represent them in Con­
Bress, have determined that the free institutions o! this coun­
try Will continue to exist. They have declarect that, i1 
necessary, we wm defend our right to live in our own American 
way and continue to enjoy the beneflts and privileges which 
are granted to the citizens o! no other nation. It is upon you, 
and the many thousands o! your comrades now in the mili­
tary serv1ce, that our country has placed its confldent !aith 
that this de!ense Will succeed shouJd it ever be chalJenged. 

In the transitlon from civil llfe to the life of a soldler you 
may, at flrst, feel somewhat confused. It 1s the PUTPose of 
this handbook to help you over these rough spots as rapídly 
as possible and to lay the founctations !or your successfuJ 
career as a soldier. 

Making goOd as a soldier is no di:fl'erent from maklng good 
tn civil lile. The rule is the same and that is--know your 
own Job and be ready to step into the job of the man ahead 
ot :vou. Promotion is going to be very rapid in this Army. 
Be ready for it. You Will have little time to learn the duties 
o! a noncommissioned officer after you become one. You 
wm be expected to know those duties and show that you 
know them. At a moment's notice you may have to take 
charge o! your squad as a corporal-and in a critica! hour. 
rn the same way when you are a sergeant you cannot tell 
under what conditions and at what hour You may have to 
take the place o! your lieutenant. You want to know what 
Is expected o! you and be ready to do it. 

The thlngs that a trained soldier must know, and the way 
In which they are done, Will be tanght you as rapidly as you 
can absorb them. The basio military information is de­
scribed and explained in this handbook so that it may be 
available constantly to you during the flrst weeks ot Your 
service. By mastering the contents your future progress 
Will be much more rapid. 
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In making yourself an efflcient soldier you are helping to 
iJuild a defense for our country that nothing can destroy. 
You are repaying your obligation f.o the United States for 
11.ll the beneflts of the past and are declaring your faith in 
mr future. If you will make a part of yourself the following 
characteristics of the good soldier, you will be doing your 
part in upholding the glorious reputation of the Army of the 
United States: 

Be obedient.-Obedience means to obey promptly and cheer-
fully all orders of your commissioned and noncommissioned 
officers. At flrst you cannot be expected to know the reason 
Cor everything you are ordered to do. As you remain longer 
m the service and you understand more of the reasons for mil­
ttary training you will flnd that everything has been flgured 
out as the result of experience in the past. Ways and meth­
ods which have been successful in the past are continued until 
sorne new way proves to be better, and then the change will be 
made. Cheerful obedience leads to a better performancP of 
your duties. It makes it easier for all of your comrades to 
do their part. It means better teamwork. 

Be ZayaZ.-Loyal.ty means that yciu must stand by your or­
ganization through thick and thin. Boost your organization 
at every opportunity. Be loyal and true to your officers, your 
noncommissioned officers, and your comrades. In this way 
you will be loyal to your country. 

Be determined.-Determination means the bulldog stick-to­
it-iveness to win at all costs. During your training keep ever­
lastingly at the most difficult tasks and never give up until you 
have mastered them. Determination to win means success 
in battle. 

Be aZert.-Alertness means being always on your guard. A 
good soldier may be pardoned for failure, but never for being 
surprised. Should the unexpected happen, use your head and 
do something, even if it is wrong, rather than "lie down." 

Be a member of the team.-Teamwork means that each 
man in the squad, platoon, company, troop, or battery gives 
everything in bis power to make for the success of the whole 
unit. success in battle depends on teamwork just as much 
as success in a football game depends on the pull-together 
spirit of the football team. Unless you play your own special 
l)art the team may not win. 
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RECORD OF THE SOLDIER 

Na.ine ------ - - ----- ------ ----------------- ------------- - -
Army serial No.--------- - -~------------------------ - - __ _ 
Grade------- ------------- Organization 
Height --- ---------------- Weight ------------------­
Born 

(Place) 

In case of emergency notify 

----------
(Address) (Town) 

Beneflciary (6 months' pay) 

---------
/Relatlon ) (Street and number 

or rural route) 
Government insurance 

(Amount) 

Other insurance - - - --------------
(Amount) 

Bank account -------- - ---------- ­
(Name of bank) 

--------------------

(Date) 

(U!l.me) 

(State) 

!Name) 

(Town and siate) 

--------------
(Pol!cy numl>er l 

------ - ----··--
(Poltcy numter) 

·------- ---- ---
\Ci1:, and é:,iate) 

(Church) (Town and St.ate1 

Rifle number ------- --- - --
Pistol number - -----
Company number 

V\Tatch --------------------------
------------------------------ ---
Regimenta] commander's name _ 
Battalion commander's name __ _ 
Company commander's name _ 
Chaplain's name 
Platoon commander's name 
Squad leader's name 
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