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Alexander Autographs, !ne. 
P.OBoxlOJ 

Cos Cob, Connecticut 06807 
(203) 622-8./44 

/ 3 l / 
Fine letters, documents 
and manuscripts in ali 

fields of collecting. 

BRY AN DURANT British Admira! who led the finaJ attack resuJting in the sinking of the Bismark. Good content A.L.S. 5pp. 
12mo._ Hampshire, England to a man recounting the last moments of the Bismarck. Durant, captain of the H.M.S. Dorsetshire, 
relates that was summoned to meet the British fleet then off the coast ofUruguay. When he arrived he found a crippled Bismarck. 
but the fleet had used all of tJieir torpedoes: 11 

••• However she would not sink ... The Commander in Chief Home Fleet accordingly 
ordered the Dorsetshire, which had its fuU outfit of torpedoes, to sink the Bismarck - We approached her starboard side. firing our 
... guns, to which there was no response, until we were with in a couple of miles. when we turned and .fired half our outfit of 
torpedoes into her Starboard side -There was no immediate visible effect - We then went round to the port side and fued our 
remaining torpedoes at it. The Bismarck began to get lower in the water and her crew, those still capable of doing so, jumped into 
the sea and swam towards us. She <lid not list to port or starboard, nor pi unge bow or stern first... but just acquired negative 
buoyancy, apparently on an even keel - The sea was Dat calm and we managed to rescue about 100 men with rapes and nets over the 
side until an object resembling a periscope was sighted and we made offhastily .. . "Very good. 


