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1 have just r<:turncd hom a tour of thc German front in the course of whicb I 
visited tlie Aachen sector as well as spending some time in and around thc 
Luxemburg arca. 

Doubtless I will be cxpcctcd to give you a sensational report of my adventures, 
but I sball disappoint you, for I am about to discuss a subject whicb in my 
opinion is far more scnsational than ali the adventures on thc front put together. 

And here it is: WHY IS IT IMPOSSIBLE . FOR. DIVISIONAL COMMANDERS 
ANO R.IGHT DOWN THE RANKS TO THE MEN IN THE TRINCHES - TO GIVE 
AN ANSWER TO: "WHY. WHEN ALL IS SATD AND DONE. ARE WE FIGHTING 
IN EURO PE?'' . 

l have cxpcrienced this wondcrful "town conqucring" and it is now clear to me 
why even thc more thougbtfol soldiers undcr thc intoxicating influcnce of such an 
advance docs not give mucb thought to thcse fundamental questions. For this· 
reason, 1 find it neccssary to examine ancw the activating motives why the U. S. 
cntered the war at ali. 

In 1937 it was alrcacly self-evidcnt to the farsightcd American that only through 
initiating a huge war materials campaign would it be possible to allcviate thc most 
pressing social and cconomic problems • if only on a transitory basis. Consequent­
ly, one was tben alrcady certain that it was only a matter of time before America 
must engage in a largc scale war, if this plan wás to have any justiñcation. 

1 greeted this developmcnt with open heart sincc the war in the offing would 
unquestionably be directed against Japan where real important U. S. intercsts 
were and are at stakc. 

Further-morc England's war with Germany offered us a magniñcent opportunity, 
to produce large quantities of arms and war materials whose consumptíon did not 



require the sacrifice of American soldicrs. Thc samc gocs for the large dcliveriCJ 
to Russia. These two instanccs were without question extraordínary favorable 
circumstances for us. 

But we dare not loose sight of the one important fact and I have every reason 
after my contact with the men on oilr frontlínes to pojnt out again with utmost 
emphasis: At the close o( lhis war we will have lo reclron with at least 22 million unem­
pl01Jedl We are conducling this war - loolring at il with brutal reality to cain export mar­
lrets lhat wilt enable 1u to p1¿t these 22 million ¡:¡eople to worlr. 7ñis point o( í!Íew mu,~t de­
termine the course o( U. S. strateg.11. 

In thJs connection the occupation of North Africa was an important step forward. 
The military occupation of vast British terrJtory in the Far East will also be of 
considerable magnitude for our post war economy. All this has and will requirc 
but a mínimum sacrifice of life. Tite only thealer o( war that is about to cost us the 
grealesl losses. is Eu.rope - iusl tltere, cvhere the U. S. l1asn 't a'ny inlerests worlh mentioning. 

Europe is already a heap of ruins and consequently will _hardly be able to 
finance reconstruction, !et alone huy American goods. 

Tht supporting of Britain with Am:rican Divisions was justifiable as long as the 
possibility of smashing Germany speedilv and with presumably small losses 
seemed evident 

However. this supposition turned out to be a .~reat blunder. 

In my capacity as war correspondent and being well aquainted with Nazi-Ger­
many, 1 had warned, even long before the Invasion, against the light-hearted 
optimism of certain. Ballyhoo .Patriots - unfortunately sorne of them high military 
of6cials - who maintained that German morale was broken and that Germany 
would fall apart from within like a house of cards. In the meantime the accuracy 
of my warnings has bcen confirmed. Had their frivolous predic,tions the slightest 
authenticity. then the Nazis would nevcr have withstood the Generals revolt of 
July 20 ,, · 

Now wc are suddenly forced to dig in for the winter 

One asks what the coming spring has in store for us, and one receives rather 
indefinite replies. Further-more there are ominous indications that Germany will 
shortly launch ncw and probablv very unpleasant weapons with which we will 
have to contend. 

Ther<'/ore tlze U. S . are con/ronted wil/1 the solution o/ a problem t/1at undoubtedly will be de­
cisi"e for the success o( litis ,var. We ltave to realize that every man, now on the European 
(ront, is urgenlly requ.ired lo figlit our real enemies, tite Japs. Needless to mention, the 
knowledge o( tMs (act u'ndermines the morale o( our troops in Euro¡:¡e. 

Sltall we concerllrate our migt/1 lhere, where really vital and imporlant America,i interests 
can be sef'IJed, or, sltould we rislr the gamble o( continuing the_ European war on more r,r Less 
idealistic grounds at the cost o( a burninrr necessity in the f ar Ea;t? ' 
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