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Surrender at Reims, May 7, 1945.
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expe-
ditionary Force (SHAEF) officers on
one side of the table sign the surren-
der papers already signed by the
three German officers across the
table. From left the Allied representa-
tives are Lt. Gen. Sir Fred Morgan,
Maj. Gen. Francois Sevez, Adm. Sir
Harold Burrough, Lt Gen. Walter
Bedell Smith, Lt. lvan Chermiaev,
Maj. Gen. lvan Sousloparov, Gen.

&

.

Carl Spaatz, Air Marshal J. M. Robb,
and Senior Lt. Col. Ivan Zenkovitch.
Maj. Gen. Harold R. Bull sits almost
out of the picture, between Robb and
Zenkovitch. The Germans are, left to
right, Gen. Adm. Hans Georg von
Friedeburg, Col. Gen. Alfred JodI, and
Maj. Friedrich Wilhelm Oxenius. A
U.S. naval officer stands in front of
situation maps of northern Europe.
(U. S. Information Agency.)
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Preface

The documents reproduced in this
booklet are part of the Federal Gov-
ernment's permanently valuable rec-
ords administered by the National
Archives and Records Service of the
General Services Administration.
These archival holdings date from the
days of the First Continental Congress
and consist of the basic records of
the legislative, judicial, and executive
branches of our Government. From
time to time, we reproduce various
documents in a publication aimed at
reaching a much wider audience than
would normally consult the records
for research or use in the ordinary
processes of government.

This publication is the successor to
the 1945 booklet Germany Surrenders
Unconditionally: Facsimiles of the

Documents. It attempts to present its
material in a more objective manner
than the earlier work, which was
written when the revelations of the
German death camps were still fresh
in mind and the Nazi war leaders
were still unpunished. The passage of
more than 30 years, however, only
heightens the importance of the sur-
render documents, which remain
among the most significant records of
the 20th century.

The text was written by James J.
Hastings and Goddard Winterbottom.
Richard Hall was the editor. Robert
Wolfe served as consultant.

James B. Rhoads

Archivist of the
United States

Vi



Introduction
Surrender in Instaliments

World War Il, the deadliest war in his-
tory, began in Europe with the German
invasion of Poland, September 1,
1939. For almost 6 years it raged
across the Western World, taking the
lives of 11 million soldiers and an
equal number of civilians. Finally, by
the spring of 1945, the major Allies—
the United States, the Soviet Union,
Great Britain, and France—had
brought to exhaustion the will and
fighting capacity of the German war
machine. Slowly but completely, the
Nazi-led Third Reich collapsed, not
in a single surrender at one time and
one place but in a series of piece-
meal surrenders culminating on VE
(Victory in Europe) Day, May 8, 1945.

The unplanned surrender had
posed a touchy problem for the Big
Three chiefs of state: British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, U. S. Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt, and So-

R

viet Union Premier Josef Stalin. They
agreed unanimously not only that sur-
render should be unconditional, but
also that it should take place simul-
taneously on all fronts as well. Behind
this second resolve was the Russian
suspicion that Germany would suc-
ceed in concluding a separate peace
with Great Britain and the United
States and the Western Allies’ mem-
ory of Nazi-Soviet collaboration from
August 1939 to June 1941, However,
even with seeming agreement among
the Allies, the road to unconditional
surrender proved to be as bumpy as
it was long. The major sign posts
along the road were the following:

July 25, 1943

The first break in the Axis alliance
comes when Benito Mussolini resigns
as Italian premier and is replaced by
Marshall Pietro Badoglio;




September 8, 1943

Badoglio surrenders ltaly on the
eve of the Allied landing at Salerno,
but Nazi troops install Mussolini
as puppet head of German-occupied
Italy, September 12;

February 1945

At Yalta, USSR, the Big Three
chiefs of government issue a joint
statement: “It is our inflexible pur-
pose to destroy German militarism
and nazism and to insure that Ger-
many will never again be able to dis-
turb the peace of the world. . . . It is
not our purpose to destroy the people
of Germany, but only when nazism
and militarism have been extirpated
will there be hope for a decent life for
the Germans and a place for them in
the comity of nations";

April 23, 1945
U.S. troops cross the Po River

and resistance on the ltalian front
collapses;

April 25, 1945
U.S. and Soviet troops meet at Tor-
gau in the heart of Germany;

April 29, 1945
All German forces on the lItalian
front surrender, to be effective May 2;

April 30, 1945

The suicide of Adolf Hitler gives
German leadership to Grand Adm.
Karl Doenitz;

May 4, 1945

On Lueneberg Heath, German
troops in Belgium, the Netherlands,
and northern Germany surrender;

May 7, 1945

In Reims, the unconditional sur-
render of all German military forces
is signed, to become effective at 11:01
PM. the following day;

IX



May 8, 1945

VE Day. At Soviet insistence, formal
instruments of unconditional surren-
der are signed in Berlin;

May 23, 1945

The principal members of the Ger-
man government are arrested for al-
leged war crimes;

June 5, 1945

The Declaration on Germany is is-
sued. By this instrument, the four Al-
lied Nations (now including France)
assume complete political control of
Germany.




Surrender in the Southwest
Caserta, Italy, April 29, 1945

The Allied drive across the Po River
in northern ltaly led to the first install-
ment of Germany's piecemeal sur-
render. There were many delays and
false starts. The German negotiators
had to hide their efforts from Hitler—
and often from each other. Finally,
representatives for both sides
reached an agreement on terms and
convened at Caserta to sign the sur-
render document.

At the simple ceremony on April 29,
a member of Col. Gen. Heinrich von
Vietinghoff-Scheel's staff yielded up
all the armed services in the German
Southwest Command. A second Ger-
man signature was for SS Gen. Karl
Wolff, whose organization had as-
sumed a major role in the Nazi occu-
pation of northern Italy after the

Badoglio surrender in 1943. The ac-
ceptance was signed on behalf of
Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander,
Supreme Allied Commander in the
Mediterranean Theater.

Even though this was to be only a
local surrender, the Allied command-
ers were enjoined to secure Soviet
assent lest Stalin feel justified in his
earlier accusation that Truman and
Churchill were scheming at a sepa-
rate peace. Although Stalin finally
gave his approval and Soviet Maj.
Gen. Alexei Kislenko attended the
signing, the circumstances of the sur-
render in Italy magnified the always-
present Russian suspicions. This was
a factor in the later Soviet insistence
on a second surrender at Berlin, su-
perseding the Reims surrender.
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CEGRET

INSTRUM NT ¥ LOCAL SURRVMNDER OF GEHIAN AND
OTH.R FOICLS UNDIR THE COMUAND O CONTROL
OF THE TTAN COM ANDIR=IN-CHIEF «/'MIW:T

The Jersan Cusmander-in-Chisf Ycut hweet e reby surrenders
uncorditionally all the forces under hie command or control
an lend, at sea and in the alr and places himself and these
farces unconditionally st the tisposal of the Jupremes Allled
Cammander , Usditerrarwan Thestre of Operations.

All ammed forces under the camand orf control of the Jerman
Camandsr-in-Chis{ Southmest will cease all hostilitivs on
land, et esa ana in the air at 1200 houres (Oreenwich mean
I.l-s en 2 May 1949, The erman Commsnder-in-Chisf South-
westl wulertakes to arrange accordingly.

The Jerman Commandar-in-Chis! Soutiwest uniectakes to carry
cut L orders set out in Appendices A, P and C end any fur-
ther orders of the Suprems Allisd Cosmander, llediterranean
Thestre of Operstions, Discbediernze of such orders or fallure
to cemply with them will be dselt with in acoordance with the
aceepted lawe and usages of war,

This inetrument will enter into force immediastely on signature,
and the orders in Appsndioces A, B and C will became effective on
the date and at tne time wsjecified In paragre(h 2 above,

This instrusent and aceampanying orders are drewn up in the
English and Jerman languages., The English veraion is the
suthentic text, If any doubt as to meaning or interpretation
arises, the decision of the Supreme Allied Zosmanier is final.




SECRET

This inatrment is indspenient of, withowt prejudise e,
and shall be supsrseded by any general inetrusent ef
surrender iapoeed by or an behalf of tre nited Matiens
and a-qlicable to PIRANY and the Jerman arwed forces s
a whole,

-

Mtk e MY R e

VICTOR 7O SCHAEINITZ, W. D. MORGAN,
Lisutemant Colonel in Lisutenant Teneral,
the Neneral Staff of Chief of 3taff,
Army Sroup C, for Field Yarshal The

for Colonel Zeneral YON
TIETD:GHOFF -SCHELL,

Commander-in-Chief South-
west and Commander-in-
Cnief of Army Group C.

Lajor in the Waffen-338,

for 5S-Chergruppenfuhrer
and 7@neral of the Waffen-
3 WLFT,

Supreme Commander of 53 and
Folice and plenipotentiary
"mneral of the Serman Wehr-
aacht in Italy.

Liged at TASIATA, Italy.

Lotn April 1S

Honeurable Sir Hareold
R.L.%. AIKIANDER,
Supreme Allied Cammander
of the Mediterranean
Theatre of Operntions



Surrender in the Northwest
Lueneberg Heath, Germany

May 4, 1945

Like so many other events in military
history, the signing of the Instrument
of Surrender of All German Armed
Forces in Holland, in Northwest Ger-
nany Including All Islands, and in
Denmark took place in a tent, on this
occasion at the headquarters of Brit-
ish Field Marshal Sir Bernard Law
Montgomery on Lueneberg Heath in
the German state of Lower Saxony.
Regarded as a tactical surrender of
forces in the field only, the Lueneberg
Heath document, in article 5, antici-
pates the unconditional surrender of
the German nation at a later date.
The signers for Germany were, in
order of seniority, Gen. Adm. Hans
Georg von Friedeburg, chief German

negotiator and commander in chief of
the German navy; Lt. Gen. Eberhard
Kinzel, chief of staff to Field Marshal
Ernst Busch, commander in chief of
the German armies in the Northwest;
Rear Adm. Gerhard Wagner, director
of the German Military Cabinet; and
staff officers Col. Fritz Poleck and
Maj. Hans Jochen Friedel. Field Mar-
shal Montgomery, commander of the
British-Canadian 21st Army Group,
signed the document with the author-
ization and as the representative of
the Supreme Commander, Allied Ex-
peditionary Force, General of the
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower. The
handwritten addition to the first article
was made by Montgomery himself.
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Instrument of Surrender

of -

German armed foroces in HUIL.JD, in

northwest inel all islands,
and in DENMARK.
The G (v d to the surrender of all German arsed

foroes in HOLTAND, in northwest GERWANY inolvding the PRISIAN
ISIANDS and HELIGOLAND and all other islands, in SCHLESWIG-
BOLSTEIN, and in DEMMARK, to the C.-in-C., 21 Aruyy Group,

iy to vaclude ol ;\u‘d shifs vn Hersr arncas .

These foroes to lay down their arus'and to surrender unconditionally.

All hostilities on land, on sea, or in the air by German forces
in the above areas to oease at G800 hra, British Double Suawer Time
oo Saturday 5 May 1945,

The German oommand to oarry out at onoce, and without argument or
» &1l further orders that will be issued by the Allied
Powers on any subject,

Discbedience of orders, or failure to comply with them, will be
regarded as a breach of these surrender terms and will be dealt
with by the Allied Powers in acoordance with the accepted laws
and usages of war,

This inst of der is independent of, without prejudice

%0, and will be superseded by any general instrument of surrender
imposed by or on behalf of the Allied Powers and applicable to Geruany
and the German armed forces as a whole,

This inst t of surrender is written in Znglish and in Geruan,

The English version is the authentio text,

The decision of the Allied Powers will be finul if any doubt or
dispute arises as to the meaning or interpretation of the surrender

terms, C’/
. Lo 06/6'—-’-_:/
gt

5= \—Z,.,Ql‘m;r i \
Fierd - nms‘\g{ i AMW
. Dm, Iy A
1830 has. M
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Preparing for a General Surrender

On May 6, Grand Adm. Karl Doenitz,
who had become head of the Third
Reich on Hitler's death, authorized
Col. Gen. Alfred Jodl to conclude a
general German surrender with Gen-
eral Eisenhower. The text of his order
reads "l authorize Colonel General
Jodl, Chief of the Operations' Staff in
the High Command of the Armed
Forces, to conclude an armistice
agreement with the headquarters of
General Eisenhower."

The new German approach met the
demands of Supreme Headquarters,
Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF),
for a total, unconditional surrender of
all German forces on both the western
and eastern fronts. Doenitz and other

German leaders had hoped until the
last minute to make a separate peace
with the British and American armies
while continuing to resist the Soviet
advance in the East or at least mak-
ing some arrangement whereby Ger-
man troops could avoid surrendering
to Soviet armies. These alternatives,
clearly contrary to the spirit and letter
of accords reached at summit con-
ferences between the Big Three
heads of government, were rejected
out of hand by General Eisenhower,
at whose insistence the first instru-
ments of unconditional surrender
were signed the following morning
in Reims.



Hauptquartier,den G, Mai 1945,

Ich bevollmachtige Generaloberst Jod 1,
Chef des Wehrmachtfiihrungsstabes im Oberkomman do
der Wehrmacht, zum Abschluss eines Waffenstill-

standsabkommens mit dem Hauptquartier des Generals

/ﬁ%ﬁ

GroBadmiral,

Eisenhower.,.




Surrender of All German Forces

Reims, France, May 7, 1945

The unconditional surrender of the
German Third Reich was signed in
the early morning hours of Monday,
May 7, 1945; the time on the docu-
ments is noted as 0241 hours, or
2:41 AM. The scene was the war room
at SHAEF, located in the Professional
and Technical School at Reims, a his-
toric city in northeastern France that
had been almost completely leveled
by the Germans during the war.

Across the conference table, repre-
sentatives of the four Allied Powers
—France, Great Britain, the Soviet
Union, and the United States—faced
the three German officers delegated
by President Doenitz: Col. Gen. Alfred
Jodl, who alone had been authorized
to sign the surrender document; Gen.
Adm. Hans Georg von Friedeburg,
a chief negotiator here as on Luene-
berg Heath; and Maj. Friedrich Wil-
helm Oxenius, an aide to Jodl.

8

Lt. Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, SHAEF
chief of staff, led the Allied delega-
tion as the representative of General
Eisenhower, who had refused to meet
with the Germans until the surrender
had been accomplished. Other Amer-
ican officers present were Maj. Gen.
Harold R. Bull and Gen. Carl Spaatz.

British observers were Adm. Sir
Harold Burrough, Lt. Gen. Sir Fred
Morgan (SHAEF deputy chief of staff),
and Air Marshal J. M. Robb. Maj. Gen.
Ivan Sousloparov, head of the Soviet
mission to France, represented the
Soviet High Command; he was ac-
companied by Lt. Ivan Chermiaevand
Senior Lt. Col. Ivan Zenkovitch as in-
terpreters. Representing the French
chief of staff (Gen. Alphonse Pierre
Juin) was Maj. Gen. Frangois Sevez.

The surrender document signed at
Reims at 0241 hours on May 7, 1945,
was not the official document that had




been authorized in July 1944 by
Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin. The
July 1944 instrument had been pro-
duced through the arduous labors of
the European Advisory Commission
(EAC), which was set up in 1943 to
work out the details of the uncondi-
tional German surrender and to pro-
pose specific solutions to the political
and economic problems that were
anticipated in postwar Germany.
Although the EAC surrender docu-
ment had been sent to General Eisen-
hower, two intervening developments
deterred SHAEF officials from using it
at Reims. First, France had been
added as a signatory, causing the
1944 draft to be regarded by SHAEF
as preliminary only. Second, the Big
Three, meeting at Yalta in February
1945, had decided to add the word
“dismemberment" to the calls for dis-
armamentand demobilization already

included in their guidelines for Ger-
many's future, expressing thereby a
determination to prevent further Ger-
man militarism by partitioning the
country into separate political
units. The EAC drew up a new sur-
render document incorporating these
changes.

SHAEF officials concluded, how-
ever, that political and other consider-
ations should be settled at a high
civilian level after the cessation of
hostilities. Accordingly, they drew up
their own military document, one di-
rected only at ending the fighting and
halting further bloodshed. Article 4 of
the Act of Military Surrender, however,
like article 5 of the Lueneberg Heath
Instrument of Surrender, looks ahead
to additional accords. Inserted at the
urgent behest of John Winant, U.S.
Ambassador to Great Britain and rep-
resentative to EAC, it ensured that

9
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Only this text in English is authoritative

ACT_OF MILITARY SURRENUER

1. Ve the undersigned, soting by authority
of the German High Command, hereby surrender
unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied
Expeditionary Force and simultaneously to the
Soviet High Command all forces on land, sea, and in
the air who are at this date under German control.

2, The German High Command will at once
issue orders to all German military, naval and
air asuthorities and to all foroes under German
ocatrol to cease active operations at250) hours
Central European time an § Mu.:, and to
remain in the positions oocupied at that time. No
ship, vessel, or airoraft is to be socuttled, or any
dsmage done to their hull, machinery or equipment.

3. The German High Commend will at omce
issue to the appropriate commanders, and ensure
the carrying out of any further orders issued by
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force
and by the Soviet High Commande

4e This act of military surrender is without
prejudice to, and will be superseded by any
general instrument of surrender imposed by, or
on behalf of the United Nations and applicable

to GERMANY and the German armed forces as a whole.




5¢ In the event of the Germen High Commmnd
or ary of the forces under their contrdl failing
to act in socordance with this Aot of Swrrender,
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditiooary Foroe
and the Soviet High Command will take such pumitive
or other action as they dsem sppropriate.

supau,&;nia.w/’nm 7_‘75_ day of May, 1945,

"71—4..‘4- (2 N

On belalf of the German High Commend.
‘-‘Il
W
A

I THE FRESENCE OF

On behalf of the Suyprems Commender, On behalf of the Soviet

Allied tiomry Force. High Command,
i . |
2 IBULLr o

Hajor SencrsljiBuenchl fray

"iinscs)




the purely military surrenders of May 7
and 8 would be supplemented later
by a general political surrender that
contained the EAC provisions.

The more than 44 hours between
the signing of the Act of Military Sur-
render and the cease-fire to take
place at 2301 hours, or 11:01 PM.,
on May 8 represented a concession
to the Germans by SHAEF, one that
unintentionally allowed more German
troops to be moved westward for
surrender to American or British and

Commonwealth forces rather than to
those of the Soviet Union.

Signers of the surrender document
were Col. Gen. Alfred Jodl, on behalf
of the German High Command; Lt.
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, represent-
ing General Eisenhower; Maj. Gen.
Ivan Sousloparov, fulfilling the Big
Three agreement that a Soviet repre-
sentative would take part in any cere-
mony of total surrender; and Maj. Gen.
Francois Sevez, signing as a witness
for France.

Relaying the Surrender Orders

A second document signed at Reims
contains orders from General Smith
about procedures for disseminating
detailed surrender instructions to
German army and air force units on

12

the western front. The specific or-
ders were to come from the Allied
unit commanders to their German
counterparts.



SUPHE!E HeADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

SERTAL 1

OEDERS BY THE SUPEEME COMMAMNIER,

ALLIED EXFEDITIONARY FORCE HEIATING TO

ARMY AXD ATR FORCES UNIER GERMAN CONTEOL

1, Iocal comrmnders of Army and Air Forces
under German control on the Western Front, in
HORWAY and in the CHARNEL ISIANDS will hold themselves
in readiness to receive detailed orders for the
surrender of their forces from the Suprems Commander's
subordinate commanders opposite their front.

2. In the cases of NOEWAY the Suprems
Commander's representatives will be the General
0fficer Commanding-in-Chief, Scottish Command and
Alr O0fficer Commanding 13 Group RAT.

3. In the case of the CHAMNEL ISIANDS the
Suprems Commnder's representatives will be the
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern

Commnd and Alr Officer Commanding 10 Group RAF,

2

L
For the Suprems Commander, AEF,

Dated gouy 70 Uay, 1945,

13



Surrender of German Naval Forces

The longest by far of the Reims docu-
ments is the one containing a series
of instructions for the surrender of all
German naval forces, both surface
and undersea. It was signed by Adm.
Sir Harold Burrough on behalf of
General Eisenhower. Of particular
interest are the very specific instruc-
tions that it gives about the movement
and location of vessels. Both this
document and the preceding one
(relating to army and air forces) em-
phasize the concern of SHAEF offi-
cials at Reims with bringing military
activities to a halt and leaving the
broader and more general provisions
of surrender to a later time.

Only the first three and the last ar-
ticles are shown here. Following them
is annexure “A,” which is of special
interest because it gives orders to
the once-dreaded German submarine
fleet.

14




SPECTAL ORDERS BY THE SUPHuME COMMANDER, ALLIED

EXPEDITIONARY FORCE TO THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND

RELATING TO NAVAL FORCES
PART I GENERAL

Definition of Naval Forces

l. PFor the purpose of these orders all formations,
units and persomnel of the German Navy together with the
Marine Kusten Polizei shall be referred to as the German
Naval Forces.

2, HMembers of the Marine Kusten Polizei will
immediately be placed under the command of the appropriate
German Naval Commanders who will be responsaible for their
disarmament and disoipline, as well as for their
maintenance and supply where applicable, to the same
extent and degree as for units of the German Navy.

German Naval Representatives and information required
immediate

3+ The German High Command will despatch within
48 hours after the surrender becomes effective, a res—
ponsible Flag Officer to the Allied Naval Coumander,
Expeditionary Force at his Headquarters. This
Flag Officer will furnish the Allied Naval Commander,

Expeditionary Force, with:=-
h 03 90

15
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17. The Cerwan High Command will be responsible
Tor the immediate and total disarmament of All naval
personnel on shore. The orders issued to the German
High Commari in respect of the disamament and war
mterial of land forves will apply also to naval
perscrmel on shore,

w--ﬁc--.-..obﬁ‘o O 5

For the Supreme Commander, AXFf,

Qaw Ozyy /A& }4.5 <P ot
{-W-....,,,-‘w : e



AWNEXURS ‘A’

SURRENDER OF GERMAN ‘U’ BOAT PIERT

To all 'U' Boats at sea:

Carry out the following instructions forthwith which
have been given by the Allied Representatives
\a) Surface immediately and remain surfaced.
(B) Report iumediately in B/L your position in latitude
and longitude and number of your 'U' Boat to nearest
British, US, Canadian or Soviet coast W/T station on
500 ko/s (600 metres) and to call sign G2ZZ 10 on ome
of the following high frequencies: 16845 - 12685 or
5970 ko/se
(c) Fly a large black or blue flag by daye.
(D) Burn navigation lights by nighte
(B) Jettison all ammmition, remove breachblocks from
guns and render torpedoes safe by removing pistols.
All mines are to be rendered safe.
(F) Make all signals in B/L,
(6) Pollow strictly the instructions for proceeding
to Allied ports from your present area given in
immediately following message.,
(H) Observe strictly the orders of Allied Represenmfalives
to refrain from scuttling or in any way damaging your
'U' Boat.
2. These instructions will be repeated at two-hour
intervals until further notioce.

17




Agreement for Formal Ratification

An agreement to meet for a formal
ratification of the unconditional sur-
render at a later date — to be specified
by General Eisenhower in his capa-
city as Supreme Commander, Allied
Expeditionary Force—was also
signed by Colonel General Jod| at the
Reims ceremony.

Major General Sousloparov had
been sentto Reims by the Soviet High
Command to take part in the negotia-
tions, but he was not empowered to
sign any agreement. As a conse-
quence, a critical phrase in the docu-
ment is “with plenary powers,"” powers
not delegated to Sousloparov. Thus a
meeting was scheduled the following
day in Berlin in response to Soviet
concern that the Reims ceremony had
given the impression of being the
separate German surrender to the
American and British forces that
Doenitz had sought.

18




—— el —

It is agreed by the Cerman emissaries
undersigned that the following German officers will
arrive at a place and time designated by the Supreme
Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force, and the Soviet
High Command prepared, with plenary powers, to exscute
a formal ratification on behalf of the German High
Command of this act of Unconditional Surrender of the
German armed forces.

Chief of the High Cormand

Commander-in-Chisf of the Army

Commander-in-Chief of the Navy

Commander-in-Chief of the Air Forces.

SIGNED

w

Representing the German High Command.

WD oy 7E Mgy f 3 84)

/f-»(a.m,‘,’ Ftdoze

19



Authorization to Execute Ratification

With this letter Grand Adm. Karl
Doenitz, now also the German presi-
dent, authorized the signing of the
formal unconditional surrender of
Germany. Following the specifica-
tions of the final Reims document
signed by General Jodl, Doenitz ap-
pointed three men to represent the
German nation in the ceremony at
Berlin on May 8: Gen. Field Marshal
Wilhelm Keitel; Gen. Adm. Hans
Georg von Friedeburg, a participant
at both the Lueneberg Heath and
Reims ceremonies; and Col. Gen.
Hans Juergen Stumpf.

The letter reads: "l authorize Gen-
eral Field Marshal Keitel as chief of
the High Command of the Armed
Forces and simultaneously as Com-
mander in Chief of the Army, General
Admiral von Friedeburg as Com-
mander in Chief of the Navy, Colonel
General Stumpf as representative of
the Commander in Chief of the Air
Force to ratify the unconditional
capitulation of the German fighting
forces to the Commander in Chief of
the Allied Expeditionary Forces and
the Soviet High Command.”




Ad'bschaid £t

Der Oberste Befehlshaber

Aer- EobeaashE Hauptquartier, den 7.5.45.

/Bitte in der Antwort vorsfehendes
Geschidftszelchen, das Datum und
kurzen Inhalt anzugeben,/

ICH BEVOLLMACHTIGE
GENERALFELDMARSCHALL K EITE L
ALS CHEF DES OBERKOMMANDOS DER
WEHRMACHT UND ZUGLEICH ALS OBER-
BEFEHLSHABER DES HEERES,

GENERALADMIRAL, VON FRIEDEBURG
ALS OBERCEFEHLSHABER DER KRIEGSKAKINE,

GENERALOBERST S8 T ‘ UMPPF
ALS VERTRETER DES OBERBEFLHLSHABERS
DER LUFTWAFFE

ZUR RATIFIZIERUNG DER BEDINGUNGSLEssw
KAPITULATION DER DEUTSCHEN STREITKBAFTE GEGEK=-
UBER DEM OBFRBEFEHLSHABER DEk ALLIIEKTEN
EXPEDITIONSSTREITKKAFTE UND DEM SO#XET-UBER-
KOMKARDO.
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Instrument of Surrender Berlin, Germany,

May 8, 1945

To reassure the Soviet Union that the
western Allies had no intention of
concluding a separate peace with
Germany, General Eisenhower re-
quested that the Soviet representative
in his theater, Major General Souslo-
parov, be authorized to participate in
the Reims negotiations. But after the
signing of the Reims accord, Soviet
chief of staff Gen. Alexei Antonov
notified SHAEF that German troops
continued to fight against Soviet
forces while scarcely resisting in the
West. Thus the Reims surrender con-
tinued to resemble a separate truce
on the Western front, thereby belying
Allied unity. The Soviet command
wanted the Act of Military Surrender,
with certain additions and alterations,
to be signed at Berlin.

To the Soviets, the documents
signed at Berlin on May 8, 1945,
represented the official, legal sur-
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render of the Third Reich. The U.S,,
British, and French Governments re-
garded it as a symbol of Allied unity,
east and west, and as merely the more
formal of the two ceremonies ending
the war.

Unlike the Reims documents, which
were authoritative only in their Eng-
lish text, the surrender documents
signed at Berlin on May 8, 1945, were
written and signed separately in the
English, Russian, and German
languages.

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower had
originally planned to attend the cere-
mony at Berlin in his capacity as
Supreme Commander, Allied Expedi-
tionary Force. However, because the
Soviet plenary representative was to
be Marshal Georgi Zhukov, a group
commander well below him in rank,
Eisenhower selected SHAEF deputy
supreme commander, British Air




Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder. Protocol
specified that Tedder sign as Eisen-
hower's representative and Zhukov
on behalf of the Red Army. Gen. Jean
de Lattre de Tassigny and Gen. Carl
Spaatz signed as witnesses. Signing
for Germany were Keitel, Von Friede-
burg, and Stumpf, as designated by
Doenitz.

The Berlin document had few
significant changes from the one
signed a day earlier at Reims. The
phrase “Supreme High Command of
the Red Army"” was substituted for
“Soviet High Command"; article 2
was altered to require that Germany |
“disarm completely"; and the demand
that ships and military equipment not
be damaged was made more de-
tailed. The English and Russian lan-
guage versions follow.

23



24

ACT OF MILITARY SURRENDER

1. We the undersigned, acting by authority
of the German High Command, hereby surrender
unoonditionally to the Supreme Cammander, Allied
Expeditionary Force and simultansously to the
Supreme High Command of the Red Army all foroces
on land, at sea, and in the air who are at this
date under German oontrol.

2. The German High Cammand will at omoe
issue orders to all German military, naval and
air authorities and to all forces under German
oontrol to cease active operations at 2301 hours
Central European time on 8th May 1945, to remain
in the positions oocupied at that time and to
disarm oampletely, handing over their weapons and
equimment to the local allied commanders or offiocers
designated by Representatives of the Allied Supreme
Coamends. No ship, vessel, or airoraft is to be
scuttled, or any damage done to their hull,
machinery or equipment, and also to machines of all
kinds, armament, apparatus, and all the technical
means of prosecution of war in general.




3« The German High Command will at omoe
issue to the appropriate ocmmanders, and ensure
the carrying out of any further orders issued Ly
the Supreme Cammander, Allied Expeditionary Force
and by the Suprems High Command of the Red Army.

ko This act of military swrrender is without
prejudioce to, and will be superseded by any general
instrument of surrender imposed by, or on bshalf of
the United Nations and applicable to GERMANY and
the German armed foroes as a whole.

5. In the event of the German High Command
or any of the foroes under their oontrol failing
to act in accordance with this Act of Swrrender,
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Foroe
and the Supreme High Cammand of the Red Army will
take such punitive or other action as they deem
appropriate.
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6. This Aot is drawn up im the Emglish,
Fassian and GQerman languages. The English and
Mussian are the only awthentic texts.

Signed at ﬂﬁf-{/u/ﬁﬂn - dey of May, 1945
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AKT O 3C8IHO1 KAllwiiY. hudae.

1. Mb ,HI088 N0/ NKMCA B CH, LoiCTBYA OT vMEéHU ['spLAHCKOIO
36p XOBHOIO FOLAHNOBUHUA ,C0 MAmAuMCA = 0830r0BOPOUHYD Kam-
TYyL. UMD LOSX HANMX BOODYZGHHLX C4JI HA Cyme,Ha MOps 4 B
BO3[yXe,a TaREe BCEX CUJ, HAXOLANUXCA B HACTOAUWYE BPubld
Noj He MeLEMM ROMAHUOBaHieM, - BopXOBHOMY l.a BHOEOMABHIO=-
BAHUD KpacHOo#t ApMMM ¥ OLHOBDBMEHHO Jupx0B HOMY [OLaHA0Ba-
Huo CON3HLX DKCNOAUIMOHHEX CuI,

2. 'epuuaHCRO @ J6pxOB HO® KOMAHIO AHZAe BaMeLJI6HHO
H3iueT NPUKA3H BCOM HE MOl KM ROMAHLYDUUM Oy XONMYTHLAM ,
MODCKUMHE ¥ BOSYMHLMH CHIAMA U HSCEM CUIAM, HAXOLAUMMOR
Nnoj repMaHCRAM KOMAH[O0su4HMeM, NPJKPATUTH BOBHHLE Lg.CT=
BMA B <3-01 4ac no [¢eHrpanbHo-EBpore ..CKOMY HpeMeHU B Musn

1945 roja, OcTaThCA HA CBOMX MECTaX,IOe OHM Haxol:Tof

B BTC BpeMA,U NOAHOCTbD pAUOPYIUThOHA,NEpeNaB BCY MX
OpPYZEM® M BOGHHO® UMY.@O0THO MOOTHLM OON3HLM EOMAHTYDuML
HAH OopuIepaM,BLieneHHdhM Npe LoTabuTeAAM Cop3LEX ,epXoB-
HbBX [{ouaHpopadril, He paspywarhb i 46 NPUUMHATDL HU RARMX
NoB pe&HUK Napo.0faM,cylaM  CAMONS TaM, X UBHI'ATemZaM,
KOpOycaM ¥ OCOpYJOBaHMD,a TAKES MANMMHAL,HBOOPYLeHKD,
annaparaM ¥4 BCcM BOOO® BOcHHO-TOXHUYSCRAM OpcUOTHAM

BegeHuA BOUHL ,
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3. l'epuadoroe 3epxoBHO® KOMAHNOpaHUE HOMENISHHO BH=
JOIUT OO00TBOT CTBYDUMX KOMAHIMDOB ¥ 00 CNSUMT BHNOMHUHUS
Beex nanbHeMmUX MPHKA30B,HsRaH HHX BepX0BHLM |['78 BHOKO MAH -
AcpaHm M KpacHoi ApMAM ¥ 3epXoBHHM KoMaggopaHueM COD3HHX

DRONSIUIOUORHEX Oul,

4. DTOT aRr He OyneT ABAATHOA MPENATCTBAGM K 3aMEHE
8ro ApyraM rNeHepanbHHM NOKY MOHTOM O KANATYIALMA,3aKIDYSH~
BHM OC‘'enuHeH HMA HalMaAMA MM OT UX M6 Hi ,IDUME HE MEM K

lepMadyu B repMaHoRUM BOODPYX6HHHM GMIAM B -L[8JO0M.

S. B omyuae, ecmt HoMeLKOe BepXomioe {OMAHOBAHWS
HIN EaR4e-I4MC0 BOOPYXSHHHS® CuJk,HAXO[AWMS A NOL 6 [0
ROMAHIOB&HMeM , H8 Oymyr .18 f0TBOBATh B COOTBSTOTBHH ¢
OTMM AKTOM O RanuTyIanu®, BepxosHoe KoMaH{opaHue KpucHO i
Apumm,a TaRxe BepxomE 06 KoMaHIOpAHUS CODSHEX CROO6OUIIHOH=
BHX oul, NpEINpaMyT Tarde KapaTeNbHHE MODH, MK ADYIHe

Ale I0TBHA , ROTOPHO OHE OOUTYT HOOCXONMMEME,

6. BTOT AaERT cOCTABNGH HA AHIAMACKOM, Py CCROM H
HeMSLEOM ASHRax, TOILRO AHIVMAACKMA M PYCORUft TeKOTH

ABIANTCH aY TeHTWUH LMK,




Mosnucado 8 Mag 1945 roga B rop. LEPJLIHE.

OT uMeHM [‘epMAHCROI'O 36pXOBHOro HoMaHiOBAaHHA :

s f )

Ho JHOMOWI D BepXOBHOI'0 0 YNOJIHOMOQUAD [B6pX0BHO [0
unu D |6I'0 K a8 OUIUOHH HMI OROMAH[OBAHNA KpacHo#
eunamg COD3HMROB

FJABHDIO WAPUAJIA ABia LMK MAP LIATLA t'I)BETC:(Oﬂr} zmna
TWEPAW/ [.EVHOBA % s

[lpn nojgniicaHM TaRms MPMOYTOTBOBANM B KudeOoTBe
eBue Teds f;

Eomﬂhﬂl cny 8T eLifd 60 R M mmommnwm Ipasuy3croft
T'EHEPAJL l"h'HuPAJI JEJATP
M fe TACCHHMA
)4/21-»-; 7




Germany Surrenders —And Is Disarmed

The following two pages present the
German language version of the in-
strument of surrender signed at Ber-
lin, May 8, 1945. The document on
the third page (p. 36), repeating the
first two articles of surrender, is from
another copy that is of interest be-
cause of special notations made on it.
At the top, the document is identified
by Gen. Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel
as having been “received from the
British at Tempelhof Airport" when he
arrived at Berlin for the signing. In the
left margin is Keitel's word “new,"”

describing the underlined material
as an addition to the document signed
the previous day at Reims. The new
clause reads "and to disarm com-
pletely handing over their weapons
and equipment to the local Allied
commanders or officers designated
by representatives of the Allied Su-
preme Commands."




EAPITULATIO: SERKLAERUNG.

1, Wir, die hier Unterzeichneten, handelnd in Vollmacht
fuer und im Namen des Oberkommandos der Deutschen Wehrmacht,
erklaeren hiermit die bedingungslose Kapitulation aller am
gegenwaertigen Zeitpunkt unter deutschem Befehl stehenden
oder von Deutschland beherrschten Streitkraefte auf dem Lande,
auf der See und in der Luft gleichzeitig gegenueber dem
Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte
und dem Oberkommando der Roten Armee,

2. Das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird
unvergueglich allen Behoerden der deutschen Land-,See- und
Luftstreitkraefte und allen von Deutschland beherrschten
Streitkraseften den Befehl geben, die Kampfhandlungen um 230l
Uhr Mitteleuropaeischer Zeit am 8 Msi einzustellen und in den
Stellungen zu verbleibed, die sie an diesem Zeitpunkt inne-
haben und sich vollstaendig zu entwaffnen, indem sie Waffen
und Geraete an die ocertlichen Alliierten Befehlshaber
beziehurgeweise an die von den Alliierten Vertretern zu
bestimmenden Offiziere abliefern. Kein Schiff, Boot oder
Flugzeug irgendeiner Art darf versenkt werden, noch duerfen
Schiffsruempfe, maschinelle Einrichtungen, Ausruestungsgegen—
staende, Maschinen irgendwelcher Art, Waffen, Apparaturen,
technische Gegenstaende, die Kriegszwecken im Allgemeinen
dienlich sein koennen, beschaedigt werden;

3. Das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird
unverzueglich den zustaendigen Befehlshabern alle von dem
Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte
und dem Oberkommando der Roten Armee erlassenen zusaetzlichen
Befehle weitergeben und deren Durchfuehrung sicherstellen,

4%e Diese Kapitulationserklaerung ist ohne Praejudiz fuer
irgendwelche an ihre Stelle tretenden allgemeinen EKapitulations—
bestimmungen, die durch die Vereinten Nationen und in deren
Namen Deutschland und der Deutschen Wehrmacht auferleght werden
moegen,

5e¢ T¥alls dae Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht cder
irgendwelche ihm unterstehende oder von ihm beherrschte
Streitkraefte es versaeumen sollten, sich gemaess den
Bestimmungen dieser Kapitulations-Erklaerung zu verhalten,
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werden der Oberste Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions
Streitkraefte und das Oberkommando der Roten Armee alle
diejenigen Straf- und anderen Massmahmen ergreifen, die sie
als zweckmaessig erachten.

6. Diese Erklaerung ist in englischer, russischer und
deutscher Bprache abgefasst, Allein massgebend sind die
englische und die russische Fassung.

Untergeichnet zu /b:'/fﬁ.“/ am 5) ; Mai 1945

A P aé/&qjg

T ke %l%

Fuer das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht,

In iaggnwart vons

QN ~

Fuer den Obersten Befehlshaber Fuer das Oberkommando

der Allijerten Expeditions- der Roten e

Etreitkraefte. ' i." >
=g

=

r

Bel der Unterzeichoung waren als Zeugen
auch zugegens:

5 ﬁ:z_ LT

Oberstkommandierender
der xrs%

en Franzoesischen Armee

Luftset tkraefte der
Vereinigten Staaten



Vollmaoht fusr und im Nomen des Obsrkommandos der -
deutschen Welurmacht, uebergeben hisrmit bedingungslos
(umﬂdmﬂthmkmm

J Alliderten Expeditions Streiticesfte und dem

Zeitpunkt unter deutsohem Befohl stehenden oder von
Deutschland beherrschten Streitkresfte auf dem Lande,
auf der See und in der Luft.

2. 'ﬂn)ﬂhmbrbutuhnm
wird unversusglich allen Behoerdan der deutsch

Land-, See- und Luftstreitlrasfte und allen wvon
Deutschland beherrschten Streiticesften den Befehl

geben, dis Kampfhandlungen um 2301 Ulr Mitteleuropasischer
Zeit am 8 Mai einsustellen und in den Stellungen su

wverbleiben, die sie an diesem Zeitpunkt I.mnhl-:&

Gl_l.::;—mm ocertlichen Alliierten Befehlshaber
besislhungsweise an dis von den Allidierten Vertretern
nanmbhaftsusschenden Offisiere n‘bl.hhn-’ Esin Sahiff,
Boot oder Flugseug von irgendsiner Art darf versenkt
und keinerlsi Beschasdigung dem Sohiffsrumpf,
Maschinen, oder Germet sugefuegt werden.

f%._.}. A

]
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President Truman’s VE-Day Proclamation

As part of the VE-Day celebration,
President Harry Truman issued a
proclamation designating the follow-
ing Sunday, May 13, as a day of
prayer and thanksgiving. In this docu-
ment the President notes the “final
and unconditional surrender” of
Germany but warns that victory must
still be won “in the East” (Japan).
Only then will the world be “cleansed
of the evil.” This victory would come
in a little over 3 months with the sur-
render of the Japanese Government,
August 14 (U. S. time).




o

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The Allied armies, through sacrifice and devotion and with
God's help, have wrung from Germany a final and unconditional surrender.
The western world has been freed of the evil forces wnich for five
years and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken the lives of
millions upon millions of free-born men., They have violated their
churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their cnildren, and mur-
dered their loved ones. Our Ammies of Liberation have restored freedom
to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and will the oppressors could
never enslave,

Much remains to be done. The wvictory won in the West must
now be won in the East. The whole world must be cleansed of the evil
from which half the world has been freed. United, the peace-loving
nations have demonstrated in the West that their amms are stronger by
far than the might of dictators or the tyranny of military cliques that
once called us soft and weak. The power of our peoples to defend them-
selves against all enemies will be proved in the Pacific war as it has
been proved in Europe.

For the triumph of spirit and of arms which we have won, and

for its promise to peoples everywhere who join us in the love of freedom,

it is fitting that we, as a nation, give thanks to Almighty God, who has
strengthened us and given us the victory.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United
Stutes of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day
of prayer.

I call upon the people of the United States, whatever their
feith, to unite in offering joyful thanks to God for the victory we




have won and to pray that He will support us to the end of our present
struggle and guide us into the way of peace.
& I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer

\l? :mory of those who have glven their lives to make possible our

I WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my band and caused

RS

e sot} of dn United States of America to be affixed.
PEme 6t the City of Washington this eighth day of May in
& the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred
and forty-five
and of the
Independence
of the United
States of America
the one hundred

and sixty-ninth,

il : ’ \-‘.h : :
By the President: a“7 3:/{/&(, AU,
i

Acting Secretary of State.

OO negisTen

Sk
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Epilogue

As a means of bringing about an
orderly transition of power in Ger-
many, the Allies allowed the govemn-
ment of Grand Adm. Karl Doenitz to
remain in power for 16 days. On May
23, 1945, however, the principal
members of the government were
taken into custody for trial as war
criminals.

On June 5, the Allied commander
in chief issued the Declaration on
Germany, which represented the
official assumption of political con-
trol of the nation by the four occupy-

ing powers—the United States, the
Soviet Union, Great Britain, and
France. This instrument was to re-
place for years the broader political
surrender that had been anticipated
in the Reims and Berlin surrender
documents.

Of the Germans who were involved
in the surrender ceremonies in Reims
and Berlin, Doenitz received a 10-
year prison sentence and Keitel and
Jod| were hanged after trial at Nuern-
berg; Von Friedeburg committed
suicide before his trial.
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