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August 24 , 1944 
SO\'IET \YAR -XE\"\"S \\"EEKLY SUPPLE.11ENT-i. 

Crimes Committed by the Finnish-Fasci~t lnvaders on the 

T erritory of . the : Karelo-Finnish -Soviet Socialist Republic .. 

'J he f ollou·ing communique has been issued · by t 11<' 
E.r/rctordi1w-r,11 Slate Conunission .for the Asserlai,,. 
111rnt wui 1 nvcstigalion of Uri1nes commilted by f /,,; 
Ocmwn-Jt'a.scist 1 nvculers and their A ssociates :-

º
~ tc:mpomril.v occupietl tcrritory of tho Karelo­

:Fiunish Sodct Socialist Republic, t ho Govcm­
meut and Supremo nlilitary Command of l!.,inland, 

c:Ml'ying into offoct their im1)crialistic plans, sought ic, 
1;11sla,·c So,·ict JJeoplc, to destroy tho people's culturo 
aml convert the Karolo-fümúsh Soviet Socialist Republic 
;lito a, colony. 

Lnstrnctions issued by the so-called " East Karelia.1 
EtlucaLional Department " of the Finnish General Staff, 
;mtl seized by ihe Red Army in the headquarters of thé 
13th Coa.stal A.rtillery Regim.ent routed in June 1944, 
point, out to army units the necessity of capturing tho 
t1·1Tit.ory of the Karelo-Finnish Soviet Socialist Republic 
.~.· l other regions of the Soviet Un.ion. 

lt is said in these instructions : " Whereas Finland is 
uow short of timber for building purposes, the rich 
forcsts of Eastern Karelia wai(; to be converted into 
capital . . . the ·forcsts in Easteru Karelia are mostly 
old and 1uature, whereas in Finland they are still young 
aucl little suited as material for construction. At the 
sn,me time e,q)or(; of t imbcr from Easterr¡. Karelia, 
n:tiu.ircs small cx1)enditure as the country ábounds in 
rivei·s aud lakes. The economic advantages of such 
cxport are very great." 

The Finnish Government with unexamplccl impudcnce 
proclaimed the whole Sovie(; population on occupiecl 
tcrritory prisOJ}Cl'S, and eonfined men , women, old 
people and child1'cn in special concentration camps, in 
1d1ich they institutecl a regime of fa.mine, torture aucl 
cxhausting labour beyond human strength, for thc 
1ml'pose of thc deliberate extermination of Soviet peoplc. 

A Uommittee oonsisting of the Deputy. of the Supremo 
So,·iet of the U.S.S.R., l\laj .-Gen. Kuprianov, the 
Uhairman of the Couneil of People's Commissars of the 
K arelo-Finnish Soviet Socialist Republic, Prokkonen, 
a:1d Col. Xiki!;in. with pa.rticipation of the rcpresentatiYe 
of tho Exbraortlinary State Commiss.ion Makarov aml 
llK'<.lioQ-1~nl CXJ.>Orl!<, ha..'I ll)VOBUg.,.i.ccl ~1.nd ~oi:ta.ino_cl 
the unparaUclecl erimcs committed by the li'innish-fascist 
occup!),tionists on the territory of the Karelo-Finnish 
coviet Socialist Republ.ic they h ad tempo~·a.rily seized . 

Destruction of T owns and Yillages of 

Soviet Karelia 

Thc tom1 of PcLrozavoclsk, fom1cled in 1703 uy 
PoLcr I. on the western bank of Lake Onega, became a 
Ja.-go indus trial and cult ural centre of t be Karelo-F.inn..ish 
So,·ict Socia.list Republic uncler the s°'~iet C:overnment. 
D uriug thc occupation, and cspecially bcfore their 
rctrca(;, the Finnish-fascist invaders subjected thc 
capital of the K arelo-lfinnish Soviet Socialist R epublic 
to füc, plunder ancl cles(;ruction. 

In thcir implacable hatred of Soviet cultme the Füms 
btll'l1ed down and ransackcd Petrozavodsk University, 
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thc scieutific research instituto of cult ure, the public 
libmry, the State Philharmonic Society, t he palace of 
pionecrs, thc theatre, t he music school, two normal 
schools, the industrial school, fi.ve general education 
schools, 11ine kindergartens, a cinema, the Pl1ysico­
'.l'hcrapeutic h ospital and t hc Psyeh o-Neurology Out­
Pa.t.ients hospital, ransackecl the State museum, and 
blcw up or burnccl down ali bridges and over 485 resi­
clcntial houses including ihe h ouse where t he famous 
poct of Lhe cighteenth centul'y, Derzhavin, lived. They 
barbarously demolishecl the monuments to Lenin ancl 
Kirov. 

'J'hcy totally destroycd the industry of the town, 
dcmolishcd thc raihrny jimction , buildings and flcet of 
tite \\'bite Sea étnd Lake Onega State Steamship Adminis­
tmtion, ancl all communication scrYices. Before their 
retrca,t from Petrozavodsk tho Finns blew up, burned 
dowi~ or demoli<,hed seven powcr-stations, thrce dams, 
a feeder sub -station and transformcr booths, ami 
:-li ipped to F inland 1.he valuable electrical eqtúpment. 

Thc Finuish invadcrs blew up ancl demolishecl t he 
1>owcr-sta,tion, dam, clwclling-houses ancl auxiliary 
u1tcrprises of t he oldest Onegét iron-and-stccl and 
nmchinc-building works, t.he equipment of which hacl 
l>ccn created in the com·se of ccnturics n.ncl cspecially 
undcr t he SoYiet GovcnunenL. Thc invadcr.~ carricd 
a1rny to Finland the cqnipmcnt of the whole 20 depart­
mcnLs of this \ Yorks. 

The Finns dcmolisbed the Petrozavodsk Ski factory, t ho 
largest in the Soviet Union, which before the war t urnecl 
ou(; over 500,000 firsi-rate skis a year. They btu·ned 
down the saw-mills; demolished the refrigcrating plan!;, 
printshop, liquor ancl vodka distillery a,nd brewery, and 
mechanisecl bakeries; they blew up waterfront instal­
lations and departments of the shipyards. 

In t he occupied district of the Karelo,Finnish So,·iet 
Socialis(; Republic tho J!'ascist invaders destroyecl all 
mecha nised enterprises and :installations for t imbcr 
storing ancl t imbcr floating ; thcy burncd. d9wn fottr 
saw-miJls and a furniture factory, the cellulose mill in 
Kondopoga, hlew up the spillway at thc Kondopog,i 
State power-station, the :\ledvezb.vegorsk power-stn.tion, 
t he Po,·cnets shipyards and the Komlopoga pegmatite 
plant, a.s wcll a~ many other factories. 

Thc Finnish occupationists capsed t remen<lous clamagc 
to strnciures of the " Stalin " White Sea-Baltic Canal ; 
1 hey hlew up seven sluice gq,tes. brcakdown gnte«, 
thc st.oclmdo 1111fü, of sluicc ctrambers; -c.tams-, ~Jykcs, 
spill ways, ferro-concrete piers. 

The Fimüsh bandits wrought similar rlestrnc'tion in 
a ll towns anc.l in most of the villagcs of tlle Karclo-:Fümish 
l::lovict, Socialist Republic. 

Finns Make Slaves of Civílians 

Dü-ectly after t hc im~asion of the Ka.relo-l<'irn1ish 
SoYiet Socialist Rcpublic the Fascist invaders pl'Oclaimed 
the Soviet people Wétr-prisoners ancl confincd them to 
spccial concent.ratíon camps. Six such camps were se(; 
up in Pe!;rozavotlsk, with about 23,000 women, chiklrcn 
and ole! peoplc confinetl in them. Concontration camp.s 
for civilians wero also set up in l\[edvezhycgor,d,, nea.r 
t he town of Olonets, on ihe llyinskoye State l l'arm ancl 
in other parts of the Karelo-Fürnish Soviet, Socia.lis(; 
H.epnblic. 

A most brutal regime of humiliation, exhausting labour 
beyond human strength, tor!;ure and violcnce was 
institutecl by i he Finns for the inmates of a ll camps. 
The camps were surroun clecl with higb fcnces and ba,rbecl­
wire entanglements. At 7 a.m. the '' prisoners," irre­
spective of sex, age or state of health, wcre d1•ivcn under 
escort to heavy, exhsi,usti:ng work. The ' · prisoner" 
Sovie(; citizens confined in the ' camps were issued 100, 
or 200 gL"áms of bad-quality breatl, and once in a while 
200 g L"ams of fro~en ~otatocs, or rott.en horse-flesh 
sausage. , 

Tifo guards of the camp h eaded by Col. Rolf Schield 
subjected fo tor t ure ali confi.ned' Sovie(; ·ci~izeív.;,,without 
exc,ept ion. 'J'he Fi.Jrnish .slavc-o.wners beat · up ihe 
pris.oners for :failnre to fulfil t~ieÜ'. quotas of ,,,prk, for 
iucorrect stacking of firewoocl or · for failure to di~pléty 
sufficien(; rcspect for the guard::;;, .or t hey were bettten or 
tol'tured without any pretext at· ali. As a measure o.f 
puuishmene prisoners wero givon no.foocl for two or t.hroe 
days, or placed in solitary cells. · 

Heels Burned with Red-Hot lrons 

The Finnish hangmen snbjec(;ed Sovie(; civilian 
' · prisoners " to incredible torture. The Petrozavodsk. 
resülen(; Novikov, who tostified before the Investigation 
Conuuittee, wiLnessed how, in Camp No. 2 the Finns 
selected 30 inmutes, allegedly war-prisoners. They 
clrove them to Leo 'l'olstoy Street. and subjected them 
t here to ex:cmciating tor(;ure. They burned the heels 
of the ·' prisonexs" with a red-hot iron, beat them with 
rubber clubs and then shot 15 of them. The remaining 
15 persons were sent back to Camp No. 2 after 25 dayR. 

The Finnish war-prisonor l?rivate Vilho Kurgila, of 
t he 1st Company, 2nd Batt.alion of the Bicyclo Brigada 
of tho Lagussa. Al:moured 'l'an.k Division, sta.ted a t bis 
intcrrogation : 

"'\Vhen we· enterad the town of Petrozavoi:lsk in 
autumn, 1941, we found no residents there. All of 
t hem h11d sca!;terecl in the neighbouring .forests. The 
l!'innish :wthorities issued an order demanding of the 
popula t ion that they inuuediately r e!;urn to thc town 
under pain of dea,th. Special detachments were formed 
to apprehencl Lhe residents and clrive them ba,ck t.o 
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Petrozavodsk. Thus t he:y gatherod the population and 
confinecl i t in(;o camps. One cam1) was set up in 
Kukovka, another iu a püwe known as • The road t.o 
Solomenchugi,' ancl ,t thlnl oamp was built behi.11tl Lho 
raclio-station mast. 

" We T ook Everything We Liked " 
" Ali people, oltl and young, wero dri ven under oscort 

to perfonn hanl work. The appearance of these people 
was terrible-they looked entirely wretchecl and harassed. 
Very many ofthem could not stand such alife, ancl died. 
While the local resideuts languislrnrl Ül the 0amps, wo 
Finnish soldif'1·~ ha,l a good t ime in Petrozavoclsk as 
11 rll as in t he neighbouring villages. The entire properLy 
of the local populat.ion and large food stocks remained 
in theil' houses. .ALL this property was proclaimed 
ownerless, and of cour.se we dicl no(; waste time and took 
evel'ything we liked. We sent many things to our 
m lativAs in Finlanrl. F,,írecially aC'tive, in these doings 
'-"e~ 9f• { i'I o ih •J l..!.,113cp1111.y ~w;.. k~€>H -#'it.. 

others dicl not lag behiud them either." 
In the camps the Finas torturecl not only adults but , 

even chilcl.ren, who were also considerecl" war-prüfoners." 
~'he F innish war-prisoners, Prívate ToiYo .Arvid Laine, 
of the 13th Compitny, 20th Infantry Brigada, stated at 
his interrogation : 

"E.u·Jy in June, 1944, I was in Petrozavodsk. At 
Potrozavoclsk railway station I saw a camp for Sovie(; • 
ohilclren. Cbildrnn from five to 15 yoars of age were 
co11fi.necl there. Their appearance was terrible. 'l'hese 
were little fü,ing skeletons, wearing rags which defiocl 
description. The chi ld.t·on wei·e so exhaust.ed that thoy 
hacl even forgotten how to cry, antl looked at ovorything 
with indifforent eyes." 

Child Prisoners F orced to Work 
Tlte F in1üsh slave-owners forcetl tho " prisoner " 

chilclren along with the adults to do work bcyond thoir 
strcngth. Tho ]'innish Priva(;e Aho Sulo Johannes, of 
the . 2nd lnclopendent ~attalion of Coastal Defencc 
witnessecl how ·· clurin~ sumrner, 1943, over 200 persons, 
chiefly adolescents, wcre drfren from neighbouri ng 
villages· to t he area of Tolbu i and the Schitiki wharf for 
construction of .aads. Ali theso persons workcd as 
prisonors guarded by Finnish soldiers." 

In September, 1943, the 10-yoar-old boy Lcnya 
Zuyev, who was kept in Camp No. 2, t ried to climb the 
wire fence. .A Finnish sentry no(;iced Zuyev, firod .it 
him without warning ancl wounded t be hoy in iho log. 
\Vhen Lenya foil down the Finn firecl at bim ét second 
t.iJ11e.. The wotÚ1iied Zuyev with grmlt cli:fficulty crawlotl 
to tho tórritory of t hc camp. 

Seven Families in Each Room 
· The w.itness Lakhina, who was confined in Camp No. 5, 

itúonned the Committee about ihe appalli11g living 
conditions of thc camp illlllates. 

" Six or se ven fam ilies lived in rooms of 15 to 20 
square metres each. There was no bath-house or laundry 
in the camp. People took water from a ditch in which 
human corpses lay about. Soap was not issue<l at all. 
The 'prisoners ' were lice-infested. The inhuman liYing 
condiLions in the camp resulted in t he clevelopment of 
cpiclemic diseases such as scurvy, clysentry and typhus.'' 

Hunger and mass epidemics caused an extremely high 
mortality in all concentration camps : clozens of people 
died dai ly, ancl their bodies were taken to a cemctory 
Lwo or. three times a week. Here is wha(; a witness t.ol<l 
about t his. The eye-witness .Alexci Pro.kofyevich 
Kolomensky, who was kep(; in Camp Xo. 3 in 
Petroza,·odsk from December 1, lD-4:1, to June 28, 19::1:4, 
testified : 

40 per cent. Died 
" I workecl ª" a ca1·t-clriver, ami hacl to carry clfüd 

from the camp to the · Peski ' cemetcry Jocated iirn 
kilometres from Petroza voclsk. Tho dead wcre carricd 
thére e,·ery reuosclay, Thursclay ancl Saturday. According 
to my records 170_men diecl in ~fo.y, l!l!2, 171 in June, 
10-4: ü1 July a nd 152 in August. Altogether 1,014 
imuates dicd in our camp from ?tfay to Dccember 31, 
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crawl aw·av but the Finnish offiGers aucl mou overtook 
them and 'brutall~· finished thom off.·' 

On Julr 11 an<l 12. HJH, :'\Iajor of Dlediual Serviue, 
Professor' of Paihological Auatomy, Doctor of :i\ledical 
Scieuce Braul made a post-mortom oxamination of 
boclies of officer:1 anü won of tho Red Army brutally 
tortured to death by the Finns in the aren, of Lake 
Kotojarvi. Tho lJOst-mortem oxami.Jrntion roYealetl 
tltat wounded mon had been killed after the cngagemeut 
bv Finnü,h officers nncl men: 3+ men were killecl with 
sinO'le shots or tommy-gun bursb, one man had bis 

19-12. At the beginning of 19-12 there werc about ? ,500 
prisoners in the camp, and ~ªt the ~oment o.t, our 
liberation by the Red Army -1,oOO remamecl there. 

fenced off from the rest l>v barbcd wire. The number 
of war-1Jrisoners kept in thc camp Yaried from üOO to 
1,000. 

The Camp Commandant, Lt. Soininen ToiYo, used to 
come to the banacks ·whílo drunk and beat np the war­
prisoners himself, and afoo ordered his snborcli.Jmtes to 
beat them. 'J'he Commandant 's Assistants Ingman 
and Salme.lo also thc cxamining i\lagisLrate of thc 
camp, Lt. Schepalis and i\lilitary Official Hcbmidt, wiLh­
out any pretext, systematically and brutally beat up 
Soviet war-prisoners with clubs and lashes. 

The Committee recei ved a letter from former inma tes 
of Petrozavodsk concentration camps. They ,Yroto : 
·· For nearlv threc years wo were surroundecl with two 
l'O\\'S of ba~·becl-WÍJ.'0 entang[ements and watch-towers 
ancl "ttardecl by armed seutries. ·we were starvcd ancl 
be,tt;n with lashes for thc slightest fault. 'J'ho 
Commandant of Camp N'o. 2, Lt. SalaYa,ua, also tbo 
Com1miudant of tho Vilki Carnp Lakoonen, displayed 
particular brutality. 

Ate Mice and Dog Carrion 
.. Speuial utunps were set u1~ in !(11tizh~1a, Yilga a.1Hl 

Kimlosovo for · law-breakors, cluefly ch1lclren, yoilllg 
people nud women. Living conditions here. were no 
better than in mccliron\l dungeons. Here 8ov1et people 
were starved, in winter t.l1ey werc driven to work in_the 
forost woarin"' oitly torn rubber galoshes 011 bare feet. 
Here the camp i.Jm1átes ate mice, frogs and dog carrion. 
thousands of prisoners died of dysentry, typhus fever 
antl pneumonia , receiving no medica] assistance. Thc 
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cloutor-bea,st Kolyhmainen, iustead of treaii.J1g t he 
prisoners, beat them with a ~tic}.: aud fists, aml threw 
typhus patients out into the frost." 

This letter is signed by 146 Soviet citizens, former 
iumates of Petrozavodsk uoncen.tration camps. 

Evidence of the inhuman brutality with ·which the 
Finnish scoundrels treated Soviet civilians confined in 
conccntration camps is provided by the following far 
from solitary instancf!. A letter of thc cx-sLudent of 
Helsinki Un:iversity, Private Salminen of the 2nd 
:Frontier Chasseurs Battalion, foil i.J1to the hands of the 
Connnittee. In this letter he wrote: '· Ycsterday two 
Russians wcre shot becausc they rcfuscd to greet u;;. "'0 shali give iL to these Russians ! " 

7,000 Exterminated 
As a result of forced labour, diseasc, torture and 

shootings over 7,000 Soviet citizcns were exterminated 
in the Petrozavodsk camps. A Oommittee prcsided 
oYcr by the Deputy of the Supremo SoYiet of the U.S.S.R. 
])ildenkin, the Chairman of the Petrozavodsk City 
::ioviet, Stepanov, Professor of Petrozavodsk University, 
Baza1io,·, with participation of medico-legal cxperts­
Cuief Medico-Legal Expert of the Karclian Front, Major 
of lVledical Service, Petropavlovsky : Chief Pa.thologist 
uf the Karelian Front, Lt.-Col. of l\Icdical Servicc, 
Doctor of Medical Science, Aricl : and others-having 
cxamined the " Peski " cemetery in Pctrozavodsk, clis­
covered 30 group graves and ascertained that no less 
than 7,000 bodies were buried in ali thcse graYes. 

..c\ s a result of examination of exlnuned boclies, the 
medico-legal experis ascerlained that the majority of 
the buried persons died of cxhaustion. l::lomc bodics 
had wounds through thcir skulls infücted by fircarms. 

In 8cptember, 19-11, the J!,ascist Cornm,and set 11p 
('.amp No. 17 in thc town of Olonets of the Karclo­
iinnish Soviet Socialist Rcpuhlic, and con.6.ued therc 
Red Anny men and junior officers takc11 prisouer in the 
Svir sector of the front. 'l'hc territory of this camp was 
surronndecl by two rows of barbed-wire fences up to 
two metres hlgh. Each barrack i1l the cnrnp was also 

Soviet war-prisoners who in the opinion of thc Finni~h · 
fascist hangmen worked hadly '\Vere placed on a h1gh 
tree stump with their hands st,retched out, and forc~d to 
rnaintain this posturo for 30 to 00 minutes. In wmter 
this kind of torture of war-prisoners rcsulted in the 
freezing of their exh'euútics and in grave clisea;;es. 

Murderer Promoted to Corporal 
'rhe administra ti ve pcrsonnel an<l guards of the camp 

not only tortw:ed, tormented and starved 8oviet war­
l)risoners, but also shot them for thc slightest ·' offence.'' 
Tbe former Soviet war-pl'isoncr Belan stated that one 
of the Finnish guarcls shot a war-prisoncr with a tonuny­
gun burst bec&,use bé approached the barbed-wire 
ontanglement. For this mnrder the camp Commandant 
Alapies promoted the murderer to Corporal. 

According to the eyc-witness )foklistov, in sumrner, 
19.J:3, the war-prisoner Bykov on his way back from 
work began to pick 1µ.ushrooms and fcll behind his group .. 
'rhe Commanclant Soi.Jüncu and the guurd H ervoncn 
met Bykov on the róa<l on his way back to the camp, 
and shot him with pistohi. 

vVhen thc Olonets clistrict was capLmecl b,v Red Anuy 
troops, ,\ rcgistmtion iile for sic:k wm·-1n·isoncrs was 
found at the hospital of the Olonets war-pri:-.oners ca.mp. 
This file supplies a vivid pictlli'o of extorruination uf 
Soviet war-prisoners b)' the }t'iuns. Entrics in thc file 
:;how U1<1.t in the first six months of l!J42 alonc, out of a 
tota,l of 1,888 registerecl paticnt,i, 5$8 el ied 111 hospital as 
a, result of general weakness, exlumstion i1,nd redonrnta. 
The bodies of ,var-prisoncrs "'ho tlied or wcre tottured to 
cleath werc buried in a common trench dug speciall.) for 
this plll'pose 100 1uetres from the camp. 

The Oommittee of meüico-legul experts exhumed a.illl 

oxamined bodies which had been cliscovered iu thc 
cemetery near Olonets Oamp No. 17. Medico-legal 
examination of the hodit'.l> revealecl thaL the suhcutaneous 
-LA•t..>' s_,-..]lul,-1 r -iiM8Uf! u '°'"Jl A~ f h <: c~clluln.r +i~HIIO nf t h "' 
internal orgaru;, was exhausted or completely abscnt, 
which testifiecl to extreme cxhaustion causcd by pro­
tracted starvation. Somo of the boclics }mcl traeos of 
shot-wouncls in thc hentl or thorax. 

Finnish , Fascist Hangmen Murder Wounded 

Red Army Officers and Men 

As a result of examinatiou of tho hotlics a.nd thc 
testimony of witnesses, it has been established tl1t1t thc 
]!'illllÍsb-fascist haugmen starved Soviet war-prísoners, 
subjected them to torture, and also shot them. 

]füuúsh-fascist scoundrcls finish off wow1decl Soviet 
officers and men who foil into captivity. Below is citcd 
part of the documents and testimon.v of. witnesscs in 
the possession of the Extraorclinary State Co1umission 
which prove the unparalleled m·imes committed by the 
l!'innish '\Vhite Guards against Soviet o:fficers and roen : 

"P.ROTOCOL: '\Ve the undersigned-:i\Iilita,ry Surgcon 
of Thirél Rank Golynsky, :Military Surgeon of Thüd 
Rank Pedarau, Junior Política! lustruutor Bestolov, 
Sergt.-1\faj. Bochkarev, Stretcher-Bearer Zhukov, Recl 
.A1w.yman Bosscnko, Surgeon's Assistant RyaboY­
having examined the bodies of Red Armymen who wcre 

, brutaUy done to death by the lfinnish White Guare! 
bandits, have noted the foJlowing :-

" First. 'l'he body of Red Navy man Kulcshov htL'l 
the right ear cut off, t he face bears traces of brnises 
infiicted with a rifle-butt and a num.ber of bayonet 
wounds, the right leg is dislocated at the knee point and 
pelvi.e joint. Second. On the boJy of Red Navy mnn 
Ziv : face, skin, moustachc and beard sillged, large 
bruise in a.rea ofright eye, wound on lcft temple. 'l'hircL 
On tbe body of Red Army man Krivulill : wound in­
flicted'by cold steel in the proximity of the right carotitl, 
caroLitl opened up, collarbone broken and a number of 
wounds on the right shoulder , upper eyc-lid of left eye 
cut out and cye injw·etl. Fourth. Thc body of Red 
Anny man Baranov : over six ba,yonet wouncls in the 
thorax, cross-shaped wounds on both heels infüctetl 
'\1 ith cold steel." 

On June 28, 19-1-1, in the course of an engagement for 
tho village of Pusko-Selga, the F:inns broke throngh to 
a plac.e where over 70 wounded Red Army officers and 
men were concentrated. 'l'he Fascist fiends brutaUv 
massacred the Soviet wotmded, fuúshing them off with 
tommy-gun bur:;;ts , bayonets, knives antl rifle-butts. 
'J'hree Il}-611- Sergt. ~Iarkov, Red Army mcn Krivoruchko 
and Kxyuchkov,-escapocl ihis brutal mussucre by 
foigning death. 

'· \Vhen the firing coosed," Sergt. i\larkov said, '· the 
l!'innish offi.oers aucl men began to sea.rch our killed and 
wonucled. Sergt. Shchuchlrn, woundecl in the leg, lay 
within seYeral metres of me. Four Finus came OYer to 
him, tore off the Guardsmen·s badge from bis tuuic 
aucl shot him. Another group of Finns bayonettecl antl 
slashed with knives the wonndecl Seconcl Lt. BaranoY. 
Tho groans of men bei.J1g killed were heard ali around. 
l::lllrnral wotllluetl rueu trietl to osuapc, and began to 

e, • 
sku ll-bones snHtshetl with n, hca\'y blu nt wea pon, six urnu 
were shot 1md si.Jnulianeously their skulls wero srnashecl 
with a blunt weapon. 

DeliberaLe oxtermina.tion of wouucled Red .Anny 
o.fficers and men by .Finnish troops has been confirmod 
bv t he te~timonr of numerous F.innish war-prisoners. 
Priva te H eiskan~n ,J uho, of thc 3r<l Infaniry Brigadc, 
stuLe<l at his inlerrogation : 

·· In Petrozn.vodsk we mct on our way capturocl Red 
Army men. They were tlriveu on by ulow:,; with rifle­
butts. I sa.w a wonncled Red Armymau. Ono of otll' 

men took a tom,my-gun aud shot hi.Jn outl'ight.·' Prin1te 
''aine Nentra11tn, of the 21st Indepoudent Battaliou of 
the ]!,i.Jmish Arrny, statecl : 

" Our battalion launched an offensivc north of 
j\Icclvezhyegorsk. During this cugagement about 100 
H,etl Armymen wero taken prisoner. They were escorted 
to the rear. Lt. Xiemi guarded the wounded Retl 
Armymen himself, saying they would be brought along 
later in carts. When the rest of the prisoners were ata. 
sufficient distance froru this place, Niemi began to shoot 
the wouuded Red Armymen with his pistol. Re 
personally shot cight 111en, and ordered one tommy­
gunner to fuúsh offthe rest. Ali the men of our platoou 
witnessccl this." 

lnstructions for Marauding 
8imilar testunony was given to the Oommittee by 

Prívate Niemi Leopold, orderly of the Chief of the Rear 
Establishmcnts of tho 27th Infantry Regiment, 18th 
Dívision. He :,;aid : 

"I know of many i.J1stances when Fi.Juúsh officers anu 
meu shot Russian ,vtu-prisoners. In )Iarch, 1!)42, 
during the capture of Hogland Island, '\i'O took prisouer 
ovei· ao H.ussÜ\n :1ailors. T saw meu of our 1st Battalion 
shooting three of them near the road, aud the rest of 
t hom were shot, after illterrogation. 'l'ho oflicers said 
tlw t Ru><sian su ilors werc inveteraLe Bolsheviks autl 
t hoy must not bo left a.live. l\Iaj .-Gen. Pojari clirectocl 
tho operation for the capturo of the Island." 

A confidcntial Direotive No. 5ll; issucd by the head­
rn1twt,.,.,. of +hr 7th l!'inní¡,1,J.nfantrv J)ivision. ini,.t-r11rl: 
army units to ongage in the most brazen mu.rauding : 
·' under ali c.ircumstances, whenever the situation 
pcrmits, ali elothing and equipment are to be stripped 
off the killed enemy roen. In case of need war-prisoners 
may be used for this work. (Reference : cablecl Ol'der of 
the headquarters of the l!"'innish Karelian Army)." 

Pelkonen, former Assistant Ohief of the Olonets war­
pt·isoners Oamp No. 17, captured by Red Army t-roops, 
stated at his interrogation : 

"I fully agreed with Finnish-fascist propaganda. In 
the Russian nation I saw the old enemies of my country. 
With tlüs opinion I went to fight the Russians. in 
Camp No. 17 for Soviet war-prisoners the administraLive 
perso1111el of the camp, in particular my chief, 
Lt. Soini.J1e11, said that the Russians remained enemios 
of t he Finns oven in captivity and were not amonable to 
cducation, and that they would óbserve the camp 
regime only after physical measures of i:nfluence. For 
this reason I regarcled Soviet war-prisoners a6 nonentities, 
felt my superiority over them and, taking advantage of 
their helplessness, vented my anger on them at every 
opportunity." 

Finnish Hangmen Should be Called to 

Strict Account ! 
The Extraordinary State Commission has ascertaineci 

that along with the F:innish Government ancl Army 
Command the following persons are responsible for ali the 
crimes committed by the Finnish-fascist invaders on the 
territory of the Karelo-Finnish Soviet Socialist Rcpublic. 

'l'he Chief of the Administration of Eastern Karel:ia 
Lt.-Col. Kotelainen ; the Ohief of Staff of the Administra~ 
tion of Eastern Karelia, l\faj.-Gen. Arrajw·i; the 
Coro.mande· qf th.e 8th Division of thc Ji'innísh Arrny, 
Maj.-Gen. Polojarvi; the Commander ofthe 4th l!11111IBh 
Infantry Regiment, 8th Division, Col. Vistora ; Maj .-Gen. 
Pojari; Col. Rolf Schield ; the Military Commandant of 
Petrozavodsk, Oapt. Laurikainon ; the Assistant Com­
manda.nt, Lt. Elomoa ; the Commandants of conccutra­
tion camps in Petrozavodsk: Vilki Lakoonen (Lt. 
Salavaara, Maj. Kuurema, Lt. Kallio, Lt. Tolouen 
Pentti, Lt. Nuotto Jussi, Errikainen, Kanga;;, the 
Assistant Commandants of camp : Ingmau, Airola aucl 
Seppela : Chief of the camp offi.ce, Saraioki ; the Com­
mandants of Olonets Oamp No. 17, Lt. Alapies, Lt. 
Soininen Toivo; Assistants of the camp Commandaut, 
Salmelo, Pelkonen ; the examining magistrate, Lt. 
Schepalis ; the l\füitary Official Schm.idt ; the InterpreLcrs 
Karpelainen and Pistilainen ; the Chief of Kindosovo 
Jail, Oapt. 'l'oivonen; bis assistants, KovaJa. aud 
Sihvonen: the Commandant of K:indosovo Camp, 
Sergt. Vik~ula. ; Assist!nt Commaudants of Oamp No. 2, 
Sergts. Lmdholm V eikko, Aliagonen Penti, Si vomm 
Emil, Julliluomma ifati, Vuori Arvo, Kassimaki '.rukio, 
Lamber Veikko ; the guard, Hervonen, Corpoml Inkel 
Koi,~osala, the guurd, Jullimanola Edverd, Lt. Niemi. 

Ali of thcm must appear before the cow-t of the Soviet 
peoplc and bear se,•ere puni:,hmcnt for the crimes whic:h 
they haYe commiltcd. 
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CRThIES com,mitted by the Germans in Lublin have 
been investigated by a Polish-Soviet Extraordinary 

Commission for the investigation of crimes committed 
by the Germans in the town of Lublin, consisting of : 
(Poland)-the, Vice-President of the Polish Committee 
of National Liberation, Witos (Chairman of the Commis­
sion) ; Prelate of Lublin Catholic Cathedral, the Priest 
Doctor Kruszinski ; Doctor Sommerstein, member of 
the Polish Committee of National Liberation ; the 
president of the Lublin Red Cross, the lawyer Christians ; 
Professor Bialkowski of Lublin Catholic University ; 
Professor Poplawski of Lublin JJniversity; the Pro­
secutor of the Lublin Court of Appeal, Balcezak ; tho 
President of the Lublin District ColU't, Szczeparn;ki ; 
(U.S.S.R.)-Kudryavtsev (Assistant Chair-
man of the Commissibn) ; Professor 

Communique issued by the Polish-Soviet 
Extraordinary Commission for the investi­
gation of crimes committed by the 
Germans in the extermination c;:amp at 

Maidanek in the .town of Lublin. 

slovakia, Grecce, Yugoslavia, Denmark, Norway and 
othor countries. 

This was aacertained through : 
(a) The large quantity of passports and other iden­

tification papers found 011 the territory of tho camp 
belonging to citizcns of various E1u·opcan co1mtries who 

> • 

Ptozorovsky; Professor Grashchenkov. 
' / 
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/ 

,/ 
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The Hitlerites · set up an oxtensive system ~ 
of concentration camps 011 the territory of 
Poland : in Lublin, Demblin, Oswetim, 
Chelm, Sabibor, Biala Podliaska, 'l'reblinka 
anol other places. To those campa they 
brought for extermination hundreds of 
thousands of people from the occupied 
Europcan countries-from. Fnmce, Belgium, 
Holland, Ita.ly, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 
Greece, Denmark, Norway and other 
countries . 

The criminal Hitlorite Government esbab­
lished_ in theae camps a system of ma.ss 
extermination of groups of people it held 
to be undesirable, in the first place 
intellectuals from the occupied European 
countries, Soviet and Polish war prisoners 
and Jews. All that was found by thc 
Commission for the investigation of German 
crimes in the town of Lublin leaves far 
behi.nd, in its brutality and barbarity, ali 
facts relating to the monstrous crimes of 
the German Fascist invaders alrcady known , 
to world public opinion. 

l. The Maidanek Exter­
mination Camp, _Lublin 

The Hitlefite hangmen set up a huge dea.th 
factory at l\fa,ic1anek in Lublin. They named 
it "Vernichtungslager" (ExteJJIUination 
Camp)I Germ.ans who had served in this 
camp and were ta.ken prisoner testified before 
the Commission. S.S. Rottenfuehrer Theo. 
Scholen stated : " Tlris camp was oalled the 
' Extermination Oamp ' - 'Vernichtungslager ' 
-just because a tremendous num.ber of 
peoplo were exterm.inated there." 

Heinz Stalbe, a mem,ber of the Kampf­
polizei, stated : " The main purpose of this 
camp was-to extermina te the (greatest possible 
number of people, and for tnis reason it wa.s 
nam.ed the I Vernichtungslager ' i.e. ' Exter­
mination Camp '." 

slav; the rest were members of other nationalities ot 
Western Europe. 

(e) By the testimony of numerous witnesses-former 
inmates of tho camp and German war prisoners who had 
served previously in the camp, as well as by thc testi­
mony of .former inmatcs of the camp-Le du Cora.ntin, 
a Frenchman : Tomasek, a Czech ; Bcnen, a Dutchma.n 
ancl others. The numbers of those exterminated in the 
camp was constantly swelled by new victims, Soviet wa.r 
prisoners, various population groups brought from the 
occupied European countries, various population groups 

, seized by the Gestapo in the streets, at railway sta.tionl! 
and in houses during systematic round-ups and soarches 
which were constantly conµucted by th<¡i Hitleritea in 

Poland and in other European countriea, as -.,. ,< well as by Jews brought from. various ghettos 
set up by the Gestapo in Polá.nd and'various 

J. cities in Western Em·ope. 
There were many wom.en, cb,il.dren and 

old people among the prisoners. Som.etimes 
whole families were confined there. The 

' children were of varioua ages, 'including 
babies. Thus the camp was a place for 
the mass e2..'iiermination of 'var'íous Europea,n 
nationalitios. 

3. Torture and Massacres 
The rcgime in the "E2,.-termination Camp" 

wa¡s subordinated to the m.ain task: m.ass 
exterm,ination. The. prisoners dragged out 
a hungry existence. The standard ration 
per prisoner was co:ffee m.ade of burnt turnips 
once a day, soup of grass twi.ce a day, and 
from 180 to 270 grama of bread m.ade with 
an admixtlll'e of fifty per cent. aawdm¡t or 
chestnut fl.oui·, which resultad in complete 
exhaustion, widespread tuberculosis and 
other diseases, and in mass extinotion of 
the prisoners. 

l!'or the smallest' " off~nce " prisonors were 
depriviad e-ven of tbis scl\nty food for severa.l 
days, which in fact was tantam.oü.nt to death 
from. starvation. 

A form.er i:umate of the camp, the Czech 
Tomasek, informed the Commission : "tha.t 
people were always starving huugry. There 
was a state of general exhaustion among 
the prisoners, to which many succumbed. 
The prisonera ate carrion, oats and dogs. 
:M:ost of them. wer~ either walking skeletons 
covered with skin or unnaturally obese as 
a result of redema and swclling caused by 
hunger." 

A former inm.ate of the camp, p.o.w. 
Corporal Reznik of the Poliah Army, stated: 
" The war prisoners were given hardly any 
food at all. They reached a state of 
extreme exhaustion, were swollen and oven 
unable to speak. Crowds of them died." 

The starvatíon regim.e in the cam.p wa.s 
an essential factor in t.he general aystem 
for the extermination of the inm.ates. 

Sadism at Roll-Call 

The "Maidanek " Camp, located a mile and 
a quarter from the town of Lublin, covered 
675 acres. Its construction began at the 
oloae of 1940. By the beginning of 1943 six 
sections of this camp were complete. There 
were 24 barracks in each section, 144 barracks 
in all (excludi.Iig all kinds of structures used as 
storeñouses, workshops, etc.) each housing up 
to 300 persons and more. The camp waa fencerl 
off with two rows of barbecl wire. In addition 
all six sections were div.icled within the camp 
by a system of barbed wire fences with a 

Mountain ~f skulls and bones at the Maidanek death camp. Photograplrs 
i11 this supplement by V. Temin. 

The working day began at four in the 
morning. The Germans broke into the 
barracks and whipped peoplc up from the 
bunks. and the roll call began, at which 
all had to be present, whether well or ill : 
those who ha.el died during the 11ight were 
carried out by their ncighbotu·s on the btmk 
to the camp gl'Ound for check-up. The 
roll call lasted t wo hours and more, and was 

separate guarclroóm at the entrance to every section. 
AH the barbed wire fences were elcctrified wi.th high 

tension current. The whole territory of the camp was 
studded with tall towers on which sentries with machine 
guns were p~rmanently stationed. 'The camp was 
heavily guarded by S.S. troops. ancl in acldition ihere 
were 200 Alsatian dogs-a very important element in 
the guarding of the cámp-as well as auxilia.ry Kampf­
polizei formed of criminal elemcnts. 

2. Contingent 
Prisoners 

of .camp 

Tweuty-five to forty thousand prisoners could be 
housecl in the camp at a time. At some periods up ~o 
4,3,000 prisoners "'ere confined there. The camp popu­
lation was not stable. lncoming contingents were 
aystematically clestroyed aud new transports of 
prisoners arrived to take their place. Thus, for most 
persons sent th~re, the camp waa only a temporary stage 
on the road to death. In the camp were confined 
prisoners of war from the former Polish A.rmy, captured 
as far back as 19B9, Soyiet prisoners of war, citizens of 
Polancl, France, Belgium, Italy, Holland,' Uzccho-

pcrü1hcd in tho camp. For instance, there werc the 
passports of :Maria Timofeyevua (foryunova, Nikolai 
Frantzevich :Mazurkevich and other citizens of the 
U.S.S.R. ; identification papers of Polish citizens'­
Czeslaw Sedlecki, vVladislaw Soniczni, Stanislaw lankc­
,vicz and others ; identification papera of French citizens 
-Gabriel Labrouge, Emile ~foltan, Lucien Rois, 
Auguste Chirol, Andre Priuson and others ; iclentifica­
tion papers of citizens of Czechoslovakia-J osef Glucze, 
Ruclolf Feldinger and others ; idonti.fication papers of 
Italian citizens-Gustav l\Inolo, Giuseppc l\Iusich, Pio 
Tinosi and others ; identification papers of Dutch 
citizens-Bertus van der P~hn, Anclertinua van der 
Irimi, -Petrus Jansen and others; identification papers of 
Yugoslav citizens-Stepan Stepanov.ic, Rano Junit and 
others : identific~tion papcrs of Belgian citizens-Leon 
Lazeot. Thcofile van Hausran and others ; identification 
papera ·of Greek citi~e11s-Ean Zuren a.ud others, as wcll 
as identification p;1pers of persons of other nationalities. 

(b) 'I'he book containing records of those who died i.n 
the so-called "camp-hoapital," but who had in fa.et been 
exterminated, contains evidence concerning a con:sider­
able numher of persoñs of ,·arious nationalities who 
perished. In l\Iárch, 1944, of 1.654 prisoners who cliecl. 
615 wcre Russian, 247 Polish, 108 I<"'rench and 74 Yugo-

accompanied by beatings and the humiliation of 
prisoncrs. li ,1, prisoner fell unconscious and ·did not 
respond at roll call, he was put on thc list of dead 
and then finishecl off with clubs. 

.At six in the mo1'11ing tbe prisoners wcre led out to 
work. The work they had to do was exceptionally hard 
and exbausting. It was accompaniecl by severe beatings, 
outrages and mill'ders. Prisoners' squads wbich returned 
at eleven o'clock for tbe so-called dinner brought along 
the beaten and maimed people and the bodics of those 
wbo had been killed. 

At evening roll-caH S.S. trooper on duty read out a list 
of prisoners who had worked '· poorly" and these were 
lashed, clubhecl or fiogged on a special bencb. The 
number of strokes ranged from 25 upwerds. Often 
j>eople were flogged to death. .An assistant professor of 
"\Yarsaw University, Zelent, who had been confined in 
the camp, statccl: ·· I knew a lawyer called Nosek, from 
Radom, who was given 100 strokes ; he died three 
days later." · 

Sufferings of lntellectuals 
Intellectuals ancl prominent persons confined in the 

camp were subjected to especially refined humiliation. 
The outstancling 72-year-old pecliatrist Professor 

.. 
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, S.S .... WOMEN TORTURED. THEM 
i\lihalowicz, 60.-year-old Professor Pornirowski of the 
\V::i:-rsaw Polyteqhnicum, Wonsowioz, a member of t he 
l:'olish-Supreme Court (aged 75), and many others were 
eompeiled by the Germans to do heavy work and were 
humiliated in every possible way. . . 

A formar Polish inmate of the camp, Tadeusz Budzm, 
a }lastar of Chemistry, stated: ' · A larga g~·o1:1p of 
pr·qfessors, dootors, engineers and .other spec1ali.sts­
l 200 person.s in all-brought from Greeoe, were ass1gned 
by the Germans to work beyond their strength, oarrying 
h{lavy stones. Those of the scientist~ who ?eoame 
ex..1.a.tlSted and collapsed uuder the stram of th1s hard 
work · were beaten to death by S.S. troopers. . By 
,~ oombined system of starvation, exhausting labour, 
beatings and murders this entire group of Greek soientist s 
was destroyed within five weeks." 

'l'he methods of torturing and tormenting were 
extremely varied. Many we~e in the nature of s?-called 
"jokes" which often ended m the murder of prisoners. 
They fu.oluded sham shootings combinad with the stun­
ning of the victim by a blow on the head, dealt with a 
board or some blunt objeot, and sham drownin~s in the, 
camp pond whioh often ended in real drowning. Among 
the German exeoutioners were specialists in certain 
ruethods of torture and murder. People were killed by 
a blow with a club at the baok of the head, by a kiok in 
stomaoh or groin, etc. 

'.rhe S.S. torturers drowned their viotims in the filthy 
water whioh flowed in the small ditoh from the bath 
house: the viotim's head was submerged in this filthy 
"'ªter and held down by an S.S. trooper's boot until 
death oooUl'red. A favourite method of the Hitlerite 
S.S. troopers was to suspend prisoners by their hands 
tied at the back. The Frenohman Le du Corantin, who 
oxperienced thls punishment, stated that a prisoner thus 
suspended quiokly lost oonsoiousn_ess after. which 
suspension was stopped ; when he regamed consc10usness 
he was suspended again-this was repeated many times. 

Hangings in Yard 
For the least offence, especially on suspicion of an 

attempt to escape, the camp irunates were hanged by 
the German fiends. In the centre of every section there 
stood a pole with an arm fastened to it at a height of 
about 6ft., on which people were hanged. 

" I saw from my barrack," stated one witness. 
Domashev, formar camp inmate and Soviet wa,r prisoner,. 
'' how people were hanged on the pole in the centre of 
the section." 

~ear the laímdry in the space between the 1st and 2nd 
i,eetions tp.ere was- a special barraok with beams near the 
ceiling on which people were hanged in batches. . 

The women imprisoned in, th-e ca\:ip were subJ~otecl , 
to no ]ess humiliation and tortures : fue same system of 
roll-calls labour beyond human strength, beatings and 
humiliation applied to them. Particular cruelty was 
displayed by the women S.S. tr:oopers_: chie_f wardress 
Erich and wardresses Braunstem, Ani Devid, Weber, 
Knoblio Ellert and Redli. The Comrnission ascertained 
1nany f¡cts relatin! to absolutely unparalleled atrooities 

. perpetrated by the women executioners iii the camp. 

Victims Burned Alive 
Heiñz Stalbe, ofthe German Kampfpolizei , stated ·at a 

plenary session of the Commission that he himself saw 
the director of the crematorium, Oberscharfuelll'er 
Musteld, tie a Polish woman hand and foot and throw 
her alive into the furnace. Witnesses Jelinski and Oleh, 
who worked in the camp, also tell of the burning of living 
people in the crematorium furnaces. 

" They t.ook away a baby :&om its. m~ther'~ breast 
and killed it before her eyes by smashmg 1t agamst the 
barrack wall," said witness Atrokhov. 

"I myself," said witness Edward Baran, " saw how 
babias were taken from their mothers and kill~d before 
their ·eyes : they would take a baby by one foot and step 
on the other, and so tear the baby apart." 

Exceptiona,lly odious was 'the assistant Chief of the 
ea.mp, S.S. Obe¡¡sturmfuehrer Tumann. ~e put groups 
of irunates on their knees in a row and killed t hem by 
blows with a club on the head, he set Alsatian dogs on 
prisoners. He took a most active part in all exeoutions. 

Thus hunger, unbearable labour, tort~re, torments, 
hmniliation and murder accorhpanied by unhear~l-of 
sad.ism were employed as a mea ns for the mass extermma-
t,ion of the camp inmates. · 

4. Mass Shootings of .War 
Prisoners and Civilians 

'l'ho -mass extermination of the oívilian population of 
lforopean oountries, including Poland and oc?upi.ed 
l<egions of the U.S.S.R., was t he policy of Hitlente 
(fermany, which planned the enslaveme1:t and extermina-

tion of the leading and active part of the Slav peoples. 
The fa.et that camps for the mass extermination of 
European peoples and war prisoners were set up in 
enslaved Pola.nd was due to the desire of the Hitlerite 
ruling clique to camóuflage and conoeal these crimes as 
thoroughly as possible. These camps, inclµding the 
Maidanek "Extermination Camp " were also places for 
the wholesale extermination of the J ewis}l populatim¡. 

One of the methods of exterminating huge masses' of 
people considerad undesirable by Hitlerit~ Germany 
was by large,scale shootings, which were widely practised 
in the Lublin " Extermil'lation Camp." The sanguinary 
history of this camp begins with the mass shootings 
of Soviet war prisoners, orga.nised by S.S. troopers in 
November-December, 1941. Of a party of ovar 2,000 
Soviet war prisoners only 80 persons were left-all the 
rest were shot, while a few were put to death by torture 
and violence. Between ,January a.nd April, 1942, more 
parties of Soviet war p1·isoners were bronght to the camp 
and shot there. 

The Polish wii,ness ,Jan N~dzialek, who worked in the 
camp as a hired truck-cÍriver, testified: " ':0he Germans 
killed about 5,000 Russian war prisoners in the winter 
of 1942 in the following manner: they were driven in 
truoks from the barracks to the pits at the former stone 
quarry and shot in these pits." 

War prisoners from the formar Polish Army, take'n 
prisoner as far back as 1939 and kept in various oamps in 
Germany, already by 1940 were assembled in the Lublin 
camp in Lipovaya Street, and soon afterwarcls were 
brought in batches to the " Extermination Camp " in 
lVIaidanek and there met the same fata : systematic 
torture, murder, mass shootings, etc. The ,vitness 
Reznik testified: "In January, 1941, about 4,ÓOO of 
us J ewish war prisoners were put on trains and sent 
east .... We were brought to Lublin, detrained there, 
and turnad over to S.S. troopers. Approximately in 
September or October, 1942, it was deoided to lea.ve in 
Camp No. 7 in Lipovaya Street only men who knew 
some industrial trade and ,vere needed in the town ; 
all the rest, inoluding myself, were sent to the Maidanek 
Camp. All of us knew too well that the Maidanek 
Camp meant death." , Of this party of 4,000 war 
pr~soners only a few individua.Is, who escapad while at 
work outside the camp, remained alive. 

Massacre in Forest 
In summer, 1943, 300 Soviet ofilcers, of whom two 

were colonels, four majors and ali the rest captains or 
senior lieutenants, were brought to Maidanek. Ali of 
them were shot in the camp. -Througl,tout 1942 mass 
shootings bot.h of ca,mp :i:nma.te», a nd o-f o jviJfon,.. h,·onµht 
from outsíde 1loo1r , · , 
in the village of Krempec (5 miles from Lublin), testified 
that oné dáy ·an S.S. trooper brought 88 truckloads of 
people of various nationalities and ages, men, women 
and children, to Krempeo Forest. These people were 
taken out of the truoks, ali their belo~gi,ngs and va~uables 
were ta.kan away and then they were shot ovar p1ts dug 
earlier. Throughout 1942 the Germans systematically 
praotised mass shootings in Krempec Forest. 

In Spring, 1942, 6,000 persons were 1:>rought to t he 
camp at once aucl shot in the course of two days. On 
November 3, 1943, 18,400 persons were shot in thé camp. 
Eight thousand four hundred persons were taken from 
the camp itself, while 10,000 were driven there from the 
town and from other camps. Three days' before this 
mass shooting huge pits were clug on t he territory of 
the camp beyond t he orematorium. 

" Rational ised " Mu rder 
1'ho shooLing bagan in the morning and ended late at 

uight. S.S. troopers brought out the peopl~-stripped 
uaked- in groups of 50 to 100 to the pits, la1d them on 
the bottom of t he pits face downwards and shot them 
from tommyguns. Another batoh of live people was 
then laid upon the dead bodies and shot in the same 
manner, ancl so on until the pits were filled. Then the 
bodies were covered withta thin layar of ea.rth and two 
or three days later removed and burnt in the orematorium 
or on bonfires. 

So as to drown tli.e shrieks of the victims and, the 
sound of the shots, during the shootings the Germa.ns 
installed powerful loudspeakers near the crematorium 
and on the territory of the camp and broadoast lively 
music all day long. This prooedure became common 
talk among thE) people of Lublin. Hermann Vogel, 
an S.S. trooper who worked in t he camp, stated: "Resides 

• people brought from t,he town 8,400 pei'sons we:r:e t a.ken 
on that day from Lublin Campana shot. I know this 
figure exaotly, because next day an official report on the 
extermination of 8,400 persons was presentad to the 
olothing storehouse where I worked, as we had to write 
off their olothing." 

•A stretcher on which bodies were carded to the ovens. 

' 1 

_ __.e_,_.... ~- -'--

MemberS of the Polish-Soviet Extraordinary Commission 
examine heaps of footwear removed from victims by 
the Nazis. Left to right: V. Prozorovsky, A. Witos and 

D. Kudryavtsev. ,. 

Stanislawski, a Polish prisoner, who worked in the 
camp office, testified about the shooting on November 3, 
1943 : " The Germans called this shdoting a 'J!peoial 
measure, ' and a report under this title was sent to 
Berlin. The report said literally : ' The diiference 
between ~he nun1?er of priso~1ers. confined in the camp in 
the mornmg and m the evenmg 1s the result of a special 
annihilation of 18,000 persons." 

Residents of the village of Desenta often witnessecl 
shootings durin~ . 1944 as well. Between March and 
July 22 (inclusive) Gestapo men used to bring large 
numbers of Polish people in trucks ancl cru·ts : there were 
men, women and childre~ among the~. They were 
bt·~ught to the cremator111m. near w the wet·o 

u On t10.n:u .> <.Lu,y'"'~·· Mtn.t..t:,tt 11v.n.o 
eye witness of these mass shootings of Polish peoplo, 
"from 200 to 300 and more persqns were shot." . 

Pyre of Children 's Bodies 
Kanuunikov, a Soviet war prisoner, was an eye witness 

of the shooting of 40 women with little children iu the 
1st section in July, 1943. Early in the morning the 
bodies of those who had been shot were brought to the 
crematorium to be burnt. In the latter half of May, 
1943, S.s:. troopers brought two tractor-drawn opan 
trucks ancl one truck containing the bodies of Polish 
children to Krempec Forest. The witness Gangoi 
testified : " I vividly remember another instance, which 
I -personally witnessed and to-day confirm absolut-ely : 

" In the latter half ofl\fay, 1943, S.S. troopers brought 
in two traotor-drawn open trucks ancl one truclr contain­
ing the stark naliecl bodies of Polish ohildren to Ki:empec 
Forest. Ali the bodies of these chilclren were stacked 
up in the forest a11cl burnt." 

Witness Krassowskaya reportad to the Commi~sion 
the shooting of 3o'O women brought from Greece in 
April, 1943. , · 

These above instances of mass shootings are onJy an 
insignificant part of the facts oolledtecl by the Commissiou. 
'fhe Board of Medico-legal experts, presided over by 
Professor ~illing-Singaliewicz, a profossor of forensic 
medicine of LubJin Catholio University, and oonsisting 
of Doctor of Medicine Rupneweski, Senior Doctor 
of Lublin :Municipality; the Chief Me(Uco-Lega.l 
Expert of the Front, Lt.-Col. of lVIeclical Servieo 
Szkarabsky; the Chief Pathological Anatomist of tho 
Front, Doctor of ".Medica! Science, Lt.-Col. of Medical 
Servioe Kraewski ; the Chief Toxic'ologist of the Fron{ , 
Colonel of l\'Iedical Service Bloklün : aud Metlico-legal 
Expert of the Eirst Polish Army Captain Grnfini,;ka , 
established: 

Evidence of Exhumation 
" During the examination of 467 bodies and ~üü .sku)l" , 

t¡;aoes of bullet wounds were found in 342 cases, mclic:,i l m g 
that shooting of the prisoners by firing, chiefly at U10 

• 
A heap of ashes and bones of the victims. 
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FURNACES 
BURMED 
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DAY AND Nl'GHT 
uack of the head at close range from a firearm of O.íl 
ca libro, was ,videly practised in the. camp.'' 

'l'lrns by numerous statements of eye-witnesses, as 
well as by a number of other proofs (obtained after 
suhsequen_t oxhumations eff~cted by the medico-legal 
experts), 1t has been _estabhshed that throughout the 
cx1titence of the Lublm camp the Germans conducted 
mm;s s?ootings . of ~e:i,, women an<;L children, persons 
of vm·1ous nat1onahties, sorne of whom were shot in 
Krempec Forest, five miles from Maidanek. 

·s. Asphyxiation wit h Gas 
Onc of the methods most widely used for the mass 

cxterm~na~ion _of people in Maida.nek Camp was 
asphyxiat1on w1th gas. A board of technico-legal and 
chei_nical experts-presided over by the architect 
engmcer of the town of Lublin Kelles-Krause ancl 
consisting of l\ilajor Engineer, ' Assistant Professor 
Telaner, Master of Technical Science Grigoryev and 
Master of Technical Science Pelkis established tllat cells 
1:luilt on the territor)'.' of ~he camp' had been used chiefly 
for the mass extermma~10n of human beings. 

There were 'six such cells. Sorne had been used for 
killing people with "S.O." gas, others for killing with 
tu.e poisonous chem,ical substance . calle.d "cyclone." 
On the..camp territory there were cliscovered 535 drums 
of "crc.lone-B2" )¡)reparati~n ~nd several steel cylinders 
contammg carbon m~moxide. Chemical analysis re-
vealed :- · 

"The contents of the c:lrums have been ie::;ted for tbe 
presence of hydrocyanic (prussic) acid with the reaction 
of the formation of Berlin ultramarina; benzidine 
acinate inp.ícator and sodium pi.orate. Samples were 
taken frortl. 18 drums, and 48 separate reactions were 
ma,clo. All the tests gave positive results, showincr the 
presence of hydrocyanic acid with the above-mentioned 
rcagents. . Thus thc examinad contents of 
d1·uU1s represent ' Oyclone-B ' preparation, consisting of 
specially preparad kieselguhr in a sizo of up to one centi­
metre s,ituratecl with liquicl steril ized hydroc:yanio acid. 
rrhe contents of tho drums cliscovered in the camp in 

\, largc qua,ntitics and labelled ' Cyclone ' are iclentical 
•• '""¡ --- -·vil,h · cycl611e-B"'.- . . , · Samplcs oí gas t aken from 

}. 
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fin· sicel cyJi~clcrs havo bee11 iested for the presence of 
caruon monox1do by means of pentaiodide and chloro­
pa,J ladic indicator. In all 18 reactions havo bcen made 
with pentaiotlide and 10 with ch}oropalladic paper. All 
vtt~~. ':'c~t.~ '' i l\.' t.ho u..b ~ve-1nen t ion e d rea.gents ga.vc 
posll 1 "? r~act10us, showing t hc prcsence of carhon 
UlOUOXIde.' 

On _the :i>asis of w·ecise calculation ,ised in the technical 
cxa.mmat10n ~f the gas cells, chemical aualysis of the 
carbon _ monoxicle and "cyclone," the experts ha.ve 
a.scerwtmed: ' · Technica.l and sanitáry-chemical analysis 
of ~~e gas cells in l\faidanek Concentration damp fully 
confirms that ali these cells, especially cefis Nos. 1, 2, 3 
ancl 4, ~vere des~ine~ and used for the large-scale 
systcmat1c . extermmation of people by poisoning with 
~eneral J?01son g~es such as hydrocyanic acid (the 

cyclone · preparat10n) and carbon monoxicle. " 

Gas Cells Had Roo ,:n for 1,91 4 
~ 'hen: all the cells _equipped for poisoning were in 

acti01: srmD:ltaneously, 1t was possible to kill 1,914 people 
ata time_. It has been ascertained that in these gas cells 
were p01soned all who were exhausted by hunger 
w~:ken~d by unendurable labom and the brutal regime'. 
pusoners luúi.t for manual labom, all typhus cases 'ancl 
all others whom the Germans thought it necessary to 
murder. 

In the· com·se of investigation there has been collected 
~ large number o~ insta:nces of mass poisoniug of prisoners 
lll the _gas cells m Ma1da!1ek Camp. Th.e witness Stani­
sla.wsk.1. stated to the Cornm.ission: "In March 1943 
300 Poles were murdered in a gas cell. 0n June 20 1943' 
350 . people were stripped of their clothes in t,h~ first 
sect10n and were driven naked to the bathhouse and · 
thencc to the gas cell, where they were asphyxiated ; on 
October 14, 1943, 270 people wel'e mui'dered in the 
sa,Ue wa,y.:' Witness Zelent cites the fact of the 
w;phyxiation of 87 Polos with gas on March 15, 1944. 

\~ *·~~~~~~--, 

L eft : Canisters of 
"Cyclone"-
a poi¡¡onous 
chemical used for 
killing prisoners. 

Below : Doors lead­
ing to the gas 
cells, 
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The eye-witness Jan Wolski, a Pole, former inmate pf 
the camp, gave the follo-wing testimony concerning mass 
poisoning with gas : "In October, 1942, a great number 
of women and children were brought to the camp. 
Those in good health were pickecl out for work, while 
the exhausted and sick women as well as children were 
asphyxiated in a ga~ cell. In 'March 1943 250 more 
women and children were murdered ,vith gas in the samo 
cell, and several days later 300 more persons of various 
n~tionalities were asphyxiatcd. On May 16 or 17, 1943, 
108 cbildren oj: two to ten years of age were brought to 
the camp in trucks, These children were murdered in a 
gas cell. In Jtme, 1943, th:e camp administration gathered 
all sick :war prisoners and camp inmates-about 600 in 
aU-and murdered all of them in the gas cells." 

Ata session of the Oommission German S.S. men who 
had servad in the camp relatad the following about the 
Jarge-scale gassing of people: S.S. Rottenfuehrer 
Haenscho stated tl¡.at on September 15, 1942, 350 people, 
including women and children, were killed in a gas cell. 
S.S. Oberscharfuehrer Ternes told the Commission about 
the asphyxiati'on of 500 people, including many women 
and children, iu the gas celh; on Octobcr 16, 1943. · 

The selection of people for asphyxiation was done 
systematically by the German camp doctors Blanke and 
Rindfleisch. The.same Ternes stated: " On the evening 
of Octoher fü , 1943, Cti.mp Docter- S.S . Untersturm­
fu<:hrer Rindfleiech told me that on that very_ day 300 
c~ildren º! three to ten years. ofe,ge had been asphyxiated 
w1th the cyclone' prepa.ration in a gas cell." 

Bodies were regularly removed from the gas ce& to 
be burned in the crematorium or on bonfires. The boclies 
were transported on trucks or on special platforms 
hauled by tractors. lVIany evewitnesses gave evidence 
on this point. The .German 'p.o.w. S.S. Eottenfuehrer 
Teo Schole~\ who ha~ worked in the, camp·, stated : " I 
often saw th1s truck, With a trailer attached, running from 
the gas cell 'to the crematorium and back. It took the 
cleacl borlies from the gas cell, and then l'etnrned empty. ·, 

Murder Vans 
!he Polish-Soviet. Extraordinary Commission has ascer­

tamed tha~ at Lub~, besides the gas cells, the Germans 
used a spemally eqmpped ti;uck, a so-called "mm·der van." 
Two _witnesses, a former soldier of the Polish Army 
$tet~e1:, and ~ S~viet p.o.w., Atrokhov, desoribed i~ 
deta1l th_1s ~a~hme 1?- which the German fiends asphyxi­
ated therr vict1ms w1th exhaustr gases from the engine. 

The discovery _on th~ territory of the camp of a cerbain 
numbe~ ~f bt>~es w1th characteristic· inclications of 
asphyxiat10n with carbon monoxide confirms that the 
~ermans used carbon monoxide for murdering the 
mmates. 

Th~ board of 1:°'~clico-legal exper~s. ü1 the above­
me1:1t1oned ~ompos1t1on, oonsiders that "extermination 
of i_nmates m the concentration camp was effected by 
tar1ous meth~ds .. At th~ early period of existence of the 
camp. the Hitlei:1tes ~h1efly pract_ised mass shootingg.. 
Later on, a}ong wi~h th1s, ~hey apphed the mass poisoning 
of people m ,spe01al~y built and equipped gas cells by 
mea.ns o~ potent po1sons-hydxocyanic acid (' cyclone ' 
preparat10n) and carbon monoxide." 

Thus the tes~im,ony of numerous eye-witnesses, given 
before. the medico-legal, technical and chemical experts, 
es~ab~shes that in the course of nearly three years the 
Hitlente hangman in lVIaidanek Camp systematically 
asJ?hyxiated with gas hwidreds of thousands of absolutely 
~!tless persons, in<rluding - old people, , women and 
children. • 

~. 
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6. German Hangmen Tried to 
Cover Their Traces 

,. 

At the Maidanek Camp the Germáns at first used to · 
bury the bodies of all the p,eople they shot or tortw:ed to 
death. Subsequently, especially in 1943 and 1944, they 
began to burn the bodies, and exhumad the boclioo of 
people who had been shot from the pits where they ha.d 
been buried. Early in 1942 twó furnaces for buming 
bodies were built on the territory of the camp. As therc 
were a great mány bodies, in 1942 the Germans sta.rtecl 
building a huge new crematorium with five furnaces, 
which they comJ?leted in auturnn 1943. These furnaces 
burned continuously. The temperatura in them could 
be raised to 1,500 degrees centigrade. So as to be able 
to place more bodies in each furnace, the Germ.ans <lis· 
membered the bodies, hacking off the extremities. 

Four Bodies per Furnace 
The technical experts who thoroughly examinad the 

striicture of the furn"aces came to the following conclusion: 
" 'l'he f.urnaces were Jntended for burning bodies and 
designad to functíon uninterruptedly. Four bodiel:! 
with hacked off .extreinities could be placed in one 
furnace at a time. It took 15 i:p.inutes to bm·n four 
)>odies, and so with all fuma.ces working round the olock 
~twas possi!>le to bnrn 1 ,920 bodies in 24 hoúrs. Taking 
mto accowit the great qua.ntity of bbnes discovered a.11 
over the camp (in pits, in vegetaple gaTdens, and m.anUI'e 
heaps), the Cornm.ittee of Experts believes that bonel:! 
were taken out of the furnaces before they could: }Je 
oompletely consumad, and that therefore, in fact, many 
more than 1,920 bodies were btuned in 24 hoursY 

Huge Bonfrres 
1'.he Com.D?,issio~ has est~blis~ed that ?ver a long 

pel'lod, espec1ally m the past two years, bes1des'burning 
boclies in t~e special furnaces the ' Germans frequ;ntly 
burned bodies on bonfires, both on the . territory oí the 
camp and in Krempec Forest. Planks were placeu 
aoross pieces ofrailing or aü.tomobile chassis, which served 
as .fue b!rs, and corpses were put on the planks, then 
another layer of planks and another layer qf corpses ; 
from 500 to 1,000 corpses were placed on each bonfire. 
Infl.ammable liquid was .J>0ured over all, and the pile 
was set on fire. Eve:ry such bonfire burned for two da.ys. 

Witnesses from the village of Desenta (near 
~Iáidanek) and the vil]ages Krem.peo-Gospodarek antl· 
Matysek confirmad that they saw gigantic bon:fires on 
the territory of the camp and in Krempec Forest 011 
whioh bodies oJ. people shot or torturad to death by tlw 
Germans were burned. On the territory of thc 
Extermination Camp and in Krempec Forest a large 
number of sites where boclies were bU1ned have been 
discovered. .A truok frame on which bodies have bee11 
b'Urned was discoverecl in a pit on the territory of thc 
camp. 

After the eXJ_JOSt~e of the Gernían _atrocities in Katyn 
Forest . the Hitlentes became particularly zeaJous in 
exhuming bodies. from pits and clitches and btp:UÍlíg 
them. The medico-legal experts have opened 20 sucli 
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FERTILISED WITH 
'HUMAN REMAINS · 

pits, including 18 at l\Iaidanek and two in !Crempec 
Forest. In sorne pits there have been discovered 
considerable nµmbers of bodies which the Germans had 
no time to bUl'n. For instance, as a result of excavations 
42 bodies ·were discovered in Pit No. 1 near the 
crematorium, 368 bodics of men, wo1;11en and cp.ildren in 
pit No. 19 in Krempec !º!est; considerable nu_mbers of 
completely deéayed bod1es.and ~k~letons were discovered 
in other pits. Immense quant1t1es of bones havc been 
discover13d in a number of pits. 

Bones Ground .. in Mil! 

, 
September 28, 1944 

1n arder to conceal the gigantic soalo of their ma.ss 
oxterruination of peop~e, tho Hitlcrite fiends buried the 
iishes in pits ancl ditchcs, scattered ihem over the large 
tenitory of thc camp vogetable plots, mixed the ashes 
with manure and used them as fertiliser. On the terri­
tory of the " E:dermination Camp " the Commission has 
disco-vered over 1,350 cubic metres of compost consisting 
of manurc, ashes of burned bodies and small human 
bones. Tho Hitlerites rcsorted to ~rinding sltlaU bones 
in a special '' mill." 'rbis mili and 1ts dcsign have been 
described, in dotail by witness Stetcliner, a Diesel 
mecha.nic whom the Germans forcecl to work at this 

This ñeld of cabbages was fertilised by the Nazis with human bones 
and the ashes of ~urdered people. 

mill. 
Tho former military commanclant of the town of 

Lublin, Lieut.-Gen: Hilmar :Moser of the German Army, 
stated : "I have no rea.son to kecp silent on Hitler's 
crrave crimes or to cover them up, and I consider it my 
duty to tell the whole truth about the so-called ' Exter­
mination Camp' set up by the Hitleritos near the town · 
of Lublin a.long the Kholm Highway. . . . 

"In the winter of 1943-1944 a grcat numbcr of those 
interned were extorminated, including, to my great 
iudignation, women aud childrcn. The number of 
murdcrecl people ran into hundrccls of thousands. The 
unfortunate people were shot or killed by gas. I was told 
manv times that in the extermination camp the doomecl 
people were forced to perform extrcruely hard work 
beyoncl their strength, and were urged on by brutal 
bcating. I learned with indignation that prisoners in 
tltat camp wcro also torhu·ed befare they were killecl. 

" In the spring of tbc currcnt year an immense numbcr 
of bodios werc exhumed and burnt in specially crected 
fumaces, evidently in order to cover up traces of the 
crimes perpetrated on Hitlcr't; o~·cler. Gigantic iurnaces 
were built of brick and iron and formed a crematorium 
with a large caracity. The stench of corilses oftcn 
penetrated the town, at least its eastern part. It was 
clear, evento less woll-informed persona, what was going­
on in that hordble place . . Himmler himself 
visiten the camp when he arrived in Lublin in the 
summer of 1943, which con:firms that its aotivities wero 
directed by Hitler's Govern:ment." 

1,380,000 Corpses were Burned 
The Commission established that over 600,000 boclies 

had been burned in the crematorium furnaces alone, 
over 300,000 on gigantic bonfires in ICrempec Forcst, 
over 80,000 in two old furnaces and not less than 
400,000 in the camp itself near the crematorium. 

In. order to ooYer up the traces 'Of their crimes the 
Germans exterminated those of the camp inmates who 
had worked in the gas cells and crematorium. -'The Medico-legal Experts Board, in the aboYe-
mentioned composition undcr the direetion of Professor 
9f Forensic :Medicine Szilling-Singalewfoz, of Lublin 
Catholic University, as a result of examination of 
numerous medico-legal findings and material eYidcnce, 
ascortained : 

••. In l\Iaidanek Camp, during all four years of its 
existence there was carried out a delibcrate, caref1:1lly · 
considered and consistent system of mass extermination 
of people, both of those con:fined in the camp and those 
hrought to the camp to be destroyed." 

\ 

7 .. Hitierites Plundered ·Valu-
ables and Property of Camp 
lnmates 

or died. In the huge Gestapo storehom¡e in Chopin 
Street in Lublin the Commission discovered largo stores 
of men's, wome:n's ancl chilclren's w1dehvear, ~ -well as all 
sorts of articles of personal use, for example several 
shelves with balls of Jmitting wool, thousands of spectacles, 
tens of thousancls of, pairs of men's, woinen's and 
chilcli:cn's footwoar, tens of thousands of men's ties with 
trademarks of firms in various cities-Paris, Prague, 
Vienna, Berlín, Amsterdam and Brussels-tens of 
thousands of ladies' belts, somo of which had been 
packed and prepared for: clispatch, bathrobes, pyjamas, 
bed-slippers, a large number of children's toys, teats for 
babi~s' feeding bottles, shaving brushes, scissors, knives, 
ancl a huge quantity of other householcl articles. 

A large number of suitcases which had l}elonged to 
Soviet citizcns, Pales, Frenoh, Czechs, Belgians, Dutch, 
Grceks, Croats, Italians, Norwcgians, Danes and Jews of 
Yarious countries were also discovered there. 

lnstructions to Camp Commandants 
In this storehouse the Commission discovered part of 

the office files, which ·show that the storehouse in Chopin 
Street had becn a base whcre articles were sorted and 
made ready for dispatch to Germany _ Concerning the 
dispateh of articles which ~ad beJonged t o persona· sliot 
in the ca:znp there existed the following specia,l instruc­
tions : "S.S.--Central COlllmissary Aclministration. Chief 
of Administration D-concentration camps. D-1 AC : 
14 DZ. Oranienburg, July 11, 1942. To ali commandants 
of concentration camps. According to a statemeut of 
the Central Administration of State Security, packages of 
clothing were sent from concentration camps chiefly to 
tho Gestapo Administration in Bruenn, and on severa! 
occasions these articles had bullet holes in them or were 
stained with bloocl. Some of these paékages were 
clamaged, and thus outsiders were able to,16al'll what tbe 
packages contained. In so far as the Central Adminis­
tration of State Security will shortly issue regulations 
cpnceming the disposal of articles left after the death of 
prisonérs, immediately discontinue sending articles 
pending final clarification of the question of the disposa] 
of articles left after the execution of prisoners.' 
(Signed). Glicks, S.S. Briga.de Commander and Major­
General of S.S. troops." 

The Hjt.lerites f'.ystematically robbecl the camp inmates 
ancl those torturcd to death. :Material evidence dis­
covcred by the Oommission m the camp-a storehouse 
fi1led with the footwear of people who had been shot or 
·who had died, a storehouse filled with various articles 
belonging to the inma.tes, as well as a storehouse which 
belongcd to tho Gestapo and was locatéd in Chopin . 
Street in Lublin-proves that all the stolen <bl.'tieles and 
prisoners' belongings were carefnlly sorted and sent to 
Oerrnanv. 

The testimony of captured S.S. troopers who· formerly 
wórked in, the " Extermination Camp " reveals that it 
was a matter of routine for the personal belongings and 
property of prisoners to be plundered, and for various 
officials to use t,he property of persons tortlll'ed to death 
and shot. The German war prisoner Rottenfuehrer 
S.S. trooper Vogel statecl at a plenary session of the 
Commission : " I was assistant chief of the clothing 
storehouse at :Maidanek Camp. The clothing and 
footwear of exterminated prisoners were sorted there, 
and the best articles were sent to Germany. I myself 
in 1944 dispatched over 18 truck loads of clotliing and 
footweaT to Germany. I ca.nnot say exactly how much 
.footwear and clothing was sent away, but I affirm that 
there was a very large quantity. What I dispatched 
was mtly part of what was sent to Germany. Everything 
was sent to the address: PlatzenseC')-Berlin, Straf­
Ansta1t." 

War prisoner S.S. Obersturmfuehrer Ternes, a German 
Army officer, who was financia! inspector of the camp, 
testifiecl : " I personally know that money and valuahles 
taken from prisoners were sent to Berlín. Gold taken 
from prisoners was sent to Berlín by weight. All this 
loot was a source of inco;me for the Germ,an State. A 
great amount of gold and valuables was sent to Berlín. 
I know all this because I worked in the financial 
inspection in this oamp. I wish to emphasise that large 
amounts of money and valuables were not rcgistered at 
ali, as they were stolen by the Germans who took them 
from the prisoners." 

~normons storehouses filled with footwear, discoyerecl 
;..'1 thc sixth section of tbc camp, contain footwear with 
i:he trademark, of firms tn Paris, Viem1a, Brussels, 
"",Yarsaw, Trieste. Prague, Riga. Antwei1), Amsterdam, 
Kiev, Kralww, Lublin, Lvov and other towns. footwea.r 
of ,-arious styles, footwear of men, women, aclolescents, 
chilclrcn of pre-school agc, soldiers' boots and shoes and 
peasants' boots. Togethcr with the footwcar there was 
discoYcred in the storehouse a Jarge quantity of parts of 
footwcar (solel:I. inner soles, hecls), sortcd, packcd, 
8h1.cked and prepared.for dispatch to Germany. 

820,000 Pairs of Footwear 
The Conuuission estahlishecl that in the " Extermina­

tion Camp" alone there are more than 820.000 pairs of 
Y,trious kiuds of children's, men 's and womeu's footwear, 
which bclongcd to prisoners who were torturccl to dcath 

Findings of Commission 
Tlrns the plundering of persons torturad to death in 

)Iaidanek Camp, as well as in ?ther ca.mps, was a definite 
source of income for Hitlerite plunderers of various 
ranks. On the basis of documentary material, the 
interrogation of witnesses of German crimes in the to"\\-n 
of Lublin, in iiaidanek Concentration Camp, in Lublin 
prison and in ICrempec Forest., as well as on the basis 

. of abundant material evidence discovered by the 

' 

Commission ancl the findings of the medico-legal, teohnical 
and chemical experts, the Polish-Soviet Extraorclinary 
Commission has established : 

l. The Maidanck Conceutration Camp, whi<:h the 
Germ,ans called "Vernichtungslager," i.e., extermination 
camp, was a place for the mass extermination of Soviet 
war prisoners, war prisoners from the form,er Polish 
Army and civilians from various countdes of Europe 
occupied by Hitlerito Germany, as well as tempora.rily 
occupied rcgions of Poland and ,the U.S.S.R. 

2. At J\Iaidanek, tho inmates were subjected to a.n 
atrooious regime. Methods of mass extermination of 
inmates were ;;ingle and mass shootings and murders, 
mass and single k.illings in gas cells, hanging, torture, 
violence and organised starvation. In this camp S.S. 
and Gc~tapo hangmen engaged in the mass extermination 
of Pales, French, Dutch, Italians, Serbs, Croats and 
persons of other nationalities as well as of Soviet war 
prisoners aud war nrisoners from the former Polish Army 
-both persons con:fined in this camp and others specially 
brought to this camp frorn otherl_'.Ylaces to be destroyecl. 

3. In order to cover up the traces Óf their crintinal 
activities, the Hitlerite hangmen devised a whole system 
of measures, such as burning the bodies of prisoners on 
huge boiifire1:1 in K.Tempo<l F ore.'3t. and in the ca.mp, 
burning in a spccially constructed crematorium, grinding 
of small bones, scattering ashes in the fields and vegetable 
gardens belonging to the Hitlerite administration · of the 
camp, preparation of huge piles of fertilisers consisting 
of human ashes mixed with manure. The Hitlerite 
bantlits, as a matter of routine, robbed the people they 
had tortured to death, so emiching rank and filé S.S. · 
troopers and Gestapo men as well as those at the top of 
the gang. Robbery of the in.mates of this camp was a 
soUl'ce of considerable income for the Hitlerite Sfate. 

The Pólish-Sovict Extraorclinarv Commission ha' 
established that in the four years' existence of the 
l\íaidanek Camp the Hitlerite hangmen, on the direct 
orclers of their criminal , Government, exterminated by 
mass shootings and mass murclcr in gas cells about 
1,500,000 persons- Soviet war prisoners, war prisoners 
from the former Polish Army, persons of various 
nationalities : Pales, French, Italians, Belgians, Dutoh, 
Czechs, Serbs, Greeks, Croats and a huge number of 
Jews. ' 

Names of the Criminals 
The Polish-Soviet Extraordinary Commission for the 

Investigation of German Atrocities in Lublin has 
established that the main responsibility for these crimes 
is borne by the Hitlerite Government, the super­
hangman Himm,ler and, their S.S. and S.D. henchmen 
on the territory of Lublin province. 

The main exeoutors of these atrocities were : Ober 
gruppenfuehrer Globotschnik, leader of S.S. and S.D. 
in Lublin; ex-Governor of Lublin province ,Vencller ; 
leader of S.S. and S.D. in Lublin, Sturmbannfuehuir 
Dominnik ; Chief of war prisoners camps in Poland 
Sturmbannfuehrer Liski ; Camp chiefs Standarten­
fuehrer Koch and Obersturmfuehrer Kegel, Assistant 
Ca.mp Commandant Hauptsturmfuehrer ?lleltzer; Haupt­
&turmíuehrer Kloppmann, Ob ersturnífttehrer Tum"ánn, 

• Oberscharfue!irer Mussfeld, Oberscharfuehrer Kostial, 
Camp Drs. Hauptscharfuehrer Erich Gruen, Haupt­
scha.rfuehrer Rindfleisch, Hauptsturmfuehrer Blanke, 
chief of the ·crematoriwn Untersturmfuehrer "\Vende : 
and all . other persons who aoted as hangmen and are 
guilty of exterminatiug guiltless people. 

(Signed) 
Chairman of the Polish-Soviet Extraordinarv Oom­

mission, Vice-President of the Polish National Lil)eration 
Comniittee, WITos·; 

Asst.-Chairman of the Commission KuDRYAY'l'SEV 
(U.S.S.R.) ; 

Members of the Commission : l\foihhcr of the Poli:-h 
N ational Liberation Committee SOMMERSTECT' Profcssor 
GRASHOHENKOV (U.S.S.R.}, Professor PROZOROYS.KY 
(U.S.S.R.), Prelate of Lublin Catholic Cathedral the 
Priest Doctor Iúuszr.sKI, Presiclent of tlie Lublin Red 
Cross CillISTIANS, Professor of Lublin CJ.tholic University 
BIALKOWSKI, Professor of Lublin UniYersity PoPLA wSKI, 
Attorne;r-of Lublin Comt of Appea] BALCEZA.K, P resi­
dent of Lublin District Comt SzczEPANSKI 
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I Have Seen----------------~1 

by 

Bodies of peaceful civilians-Poles, R ussians, Jews and Byelorussians-murdered by the Germans 
in Lublin.-Photograph by E. M11khin. 

KONSTANTIN 
Author of "THE RUSSIANS" 

from the Warsaw ghetto. Transports 
continued tb arrive at intervals of a few 
days all through the summer and autumn 
of 1943, bringing batch es of never less than 
1 ,ooo prisoners from all the main German 
camps Sachsenhause-11, Dachau, 
Buéhenwald, Neuheim. 

the 
Largest 
Death 

Factory 
• .. ID 

Euro pe 

I N the winter of 1940-41, on a vacant The camp functioned for over three years. 
site ten miles square, a little over a When the'Red Army entered Lublin tbey 

- mile out of Lublin, the Germans found in it only a few hundred Russians. 
••-.-.-ii1ffl~~'f"~'i.ld~.:.,~n~e~n~o~rm~o~u~s concentcatjon 6ccnrdiog to ..,,~w!tnesses, Iast spring, 

camp. n 1 " "'rr - <!v 'it was an when the Soviet troops were approaching 
exact replica of the notorious Dachau Kovel, the Germans evacuated between 
camp in Germany. But it was several 12,000 and 16,000 people from the Lublin 
times larger than Dachau. camp. That would mean that there were 

The first workers on the site were Poles . less than 17,000 persons in the camp in the 
-civil engineers aña manual labourers. last days of its existence. 

I cannot foretell what terrible thing¡., 
may come to light when these documeúts 
have b'een examined in detail, and the many 
witnesses have been interrogated. Possibly 
we may find traces of certain eminént 
Europeans who disappeared and presumably 
perish.ed during the German domination. 
I staye-J at the camp for only a few day¡,, 
and spoke with comparatively few of thc 
witnesses. 

The camp inmates could guess at once 
where the new arrivals had come from. 
Each camp had its special imprint. There 
were many who could not bear the sunlight. 
They carne from Buchenwald, where they 
had worked in an undergrouncl, rock-hewn 
factory making fly-bombs. They · never ' 
saw the daylight. Six months of this Reported Talk with Blum 

Soon they were joined by Polish and ' 
Jewish prisoners captured during the Murder as lndustry 
German-Polish war of 1939. According to the daily reports found in 

In Augus!, 1941, the ~r~~ I ,ooo Russian the commandant's office, the average 
prisoners• of war and c1v1hans were sent, number confined in the camp during 1943 
to the camp. T~~Y, too7 were employed was 40,000. If we take the total number 
on the construct1on s1te. The work of people brought to the camp during the 
continued throughout the autumn and three years, the difference between this 
winter of 1941-42. total and the figure of 17,000 amounts to 

Barracks for 40,000 
The numbers employed on the site 

increased steadily. The Russians were 
joined by a large group of political offenders, 
Czechs and Poles, transferred from other 
camps. 

Ih autumn, 1941, the first batch of 2,000 
ews from Lublin ghetto arrived, followed 

in April, 1942,.by 12,?ºº Jews and political 
offenders from Slovak1a. Throughout May 
transport after transport arrived from 
Bohemia, Austria and Germany. The job 
was speeded up. By May, 1942, barracks 
had been built to accommodate about 
40,000 people. ~he main work was done. 
The Gestapo dec1ded that the camp could 
start functioning. 

They continued to enlarge the camp, 
but the work proceeded at a slower pace. 
The place was officially called " Lublin 
Concentration Camp of S.S. Troops." 
But in May, 1942, in unofficial documents, 
etters and memoranda, it began to be 

stylccl " extermination camp." And in 
·peaking, too, the Germans used the same 
erm- " Vernichtzmgslager." 

This was the biggest " death factory" in 
~urope. Its purpose was simply to 
'xterminate, in the easiest, most convenient 
vav, the maximum number of people­
risoners of war anéi política! offenders. 
n other camps the Germans used now this, 
ow that method of killing. At Lublin ali 
':!thods were in operation. 

Gas 
l'herc were fields here with bonfires ancl 
inerators in which tcns of thousands of 
lplc were clestroyed. There were 

der vans of the usual type, and solidly 
t concrete structures whcre people werc 
1yxiated with " cyclone " gas. At 
lin people were shot in ditches, 

wned, ñanged by various methods. 

many hundred thousand. This difference 
gives the approximate number of people 
murdered in the camp, excluding those wh,o 
passed tht'ough the camp directly to their 
deatb, without being registered as prisoners. 

All the figures quoted in this article have 
been taken fr:om official accounts of the 
camp admini~tration, covering the entire 
period of its existenée. In April and May, 
1942, large batch es of J ews began to arrive 
from the Lublin and neighbouring ghettos. 
During the summer, 18,000 people were 
brought from Slovakia and Bohemia. In 
July, 19.¡.z, the first batch of 1,500 Poles 
accused of partisan activities arrived. In 
the same month a Jarge batch of political 
Óffenders was delivered from Germany 
itself. 

In December, 1942, severa! thousand 
J ews and Greeks were transferred to Luplin 
from the Oswiecim Camp, near Krakow. 
In May, 194-3, 60,000 prisoners arrive<l 

_' uctor y ·weakened the prisoners' eyesight to B · h d I h ¡ ·k 
such an extent that they were no Jonger ut m t ose ays earc a stn ·ing 
useful, and were sent to be disposed of at story. Two Lublin engineers who ha<l 
Lublin. taken part in building the camp-Pyotr 

Dennisov, a Russian, and Klavdi Elanski, 
Most of the camp inmates were Poles. p ¡ Id h h l 

a o e-t~ me ow, at t e cose of.April, 
Among those murdered were hostages, or early m May, 1943, they ran mto a 
genuine or alleged partisans, r.elatives of Lublin Jew they had both known in peace­
partisans and an enormous number of time. This prisoner was carrying boards 
peasants, especially peasants evicted from to a building materials store. Addressing 
districts colonised by German settlers. them, he pointed to a very old man who 

The Russian and Ukrainian victims was also carrying boards. This man, he 
were second in number to the Poles. Then said, was Leon Blum. 
carne the Jews, brought to the camp from 
every comer of Europe. Figures of As there were no S.S. men nearby at the 
murd~red French people, Italians, Dutch time, both engineers ventured nearér, and 
and Greeks.are also very large, amounting the following conversation took place. 
lo severa! thousands of each nationality. Dennisov asked : " Are·you Leon Blum?" 

"Yes," the old man replied. 
Ali Europe Represented " Prime Minister of France?" 

Dpcuments relating to the v1ct11ns, " I was Prime Minister of France." 
found at Lublin, show that they included " How do you come to be here ? " 
representatives of the most diverse nations " I arrived with the Jast batch of French 
-Belgians_, Serbs, Hungari;¡,ns, Croatians, prisoners." 
Norwegians, Swiss, Turks and even 
Chinese. I spent sorne time in a room " Why did you not try to escape, at 

home in France ? Surely there was sorne which had been part of the administrative 
block of the camp. It was stacked with opportunity." 
piles of documents, passports and identifi- " Possibly. But I decided to share the 
cation papers th~t had belonged to the fate of my people." 
murdered people. Picking up papers at A '\,Y eek La ter 

· random, I found Íhside ten minutes 
documents of nationals of nearly every Several S.S. mén appeared at that 
European country. moment. Blum, together with the other 

prisoners, slowly lifted a heavy board and 
went on his way. After taking a few steps 
he ~tumbled and. fell. ~ prisoner walking 
behmd helped h1m to h1s feet . He again 
Jifted the board, and went on. 

Denissov and Elanski returned to the 
store a week later, and again saw the man 
who had pointed out Leon Blum. Thev 
asked where he was. He pointed to the 
sky. 

Soldier's 
Pace at 

Wife Sets 
Stalingrad 

Stalingrad's teams of voluntcer bui ldcrs, fi rst 
organised last summcr on the initiat ive of 
Alexandra Cherkassova, ·wife of a Red Army man, 
have repaired or built 11,000 houses and blocks 
of flats during the past year. 

'he total number ·who perished here J;as 
to be ascertained. However, sorne 

liminary condusions can be drawn. 
Cremation oven in Lublin, After being asphyxiated, victims were burnt here by 
the Nazis. Red Army men found many of these ovens full of human bones.­
Photograph by ,1I. Mikhailov. 

Cherkassova's teams have played á par ticularly 
big part in reconditioning the schools. T wenty­
thrce out of forty schools functioning in the ci ty 
\\ere restored by them. These teams have also 
rrbuilt five big hospitals, seven polyclinics and 
twelve nurseries. 

Similar teams of \·olunteer builders cxist now 
in ali towns liberated by the Red Army. 

/ ------- --- - -- -
. - ·-- -- ~ . ~ - ·-
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Glory 
to the .. 

lnf a11tryIDan ! 
I N the battles of the summer offensive 

the decisive part, as always, has 
been played by our gallant Soviet 

infantry. Infantry is the backbone of the 
Red Army. As our Army Regulations. 
say : " Only the infantry can solve many 
military assignments independently, and. 
only the infantry can hold a captured 
locality." 

" Queen of the Field "-the infantry 
still deserves its ancient name. The 
saturation of the fighting formations with 
all kinds of military equipment, and 
application of such powerful, mobile 
weapons as tanks, artillery and aircraft 
can· in no way diminish the honourable 
role of the infantry in battle. 

Collaborating with tanks, artillery and 
aircraft in the offensive, the infantry breaks 
the enerpy defences, destroys , enemv 
manpower and material, completes the 
encircleme\).t of the enemy' consolida tes 
conquered territory. In defence, the 
infantry holds fortifications and fronts and 
repels all enemy attempts to advauce. 
It grinds down enemy detachments in 
stubborn defensive engagements. 

The infantry can operate in the most 
varied territorial conditions, in forests, 
fields, mountains, swamps, towns, in all 
.seasons and all weathers. The infan.try 
can fight when nobody cls~ can get 
through. With its own resources, the 
infantry can tackle not only enemy infantry, 
but tanks and aircraft as wcl l. 

* The Russian infantry has aiways been 
distinguished for its high fighting qualities. 
The Russian infantry has borne its 
victorious banners through the streets of 
Berlín, Koenigsberg and Leipzig. 

by ILYA EHRENBURG 

W 
HILE the street fighting was 
still going on in Vilno I talked 
to sorne captured. German 

officers. Among thern was an Austrian 
army surgeon, a man of lively intelligence 
and keen powers of observation. 

One rernark of his struck.me particularly. 
" The Gerrnans haven't lost hope yet, 
yo u know." . 

Rather taken aback, I asked what they 
pinned their hopes to. Buzz-bombs ? 
Super-total rnobilisation ? 

" No . The shortness of your 
memories," he replied. " A year ago I 
used to hear them saying ' The Russians 
have a short reach.' Now they say you've 
got short mernories.'' 

Now that the Red Army has reached the 
frontiers of Germany, I want to speak once 
more of the savagery· and bestiality of the 
Hitlerites. 

They are trying to burn the evidence. 
I was in Bolshoy Trostyanets shortly after 
they ran away. Scorched"' corpses, still 
smouldering, were piled ' in stacks like 
firewood. The bodies of children were 
neatly laid at the end of each row. 

This was evidently the last batch. All 
around I saw evidence of digging, fields 
·of skulls. .Ever since $pring·the Germans 
had been burning bodies at Bolshoy 
Trostyanets. It was one o( their " death 
factories," where they disposed of Soviet 
prisoners, Byelorussians, and Jews from 
Minsk, Vienna and Prague. 

' "Stalin Will Not Forget " 
They used the " gas wagon " method. 

Since its use was first reported, a certain 
German engineer has perfected this 
machme. lt now has a tip-up body 
which automatically discharges the bodies 

,--

.. 
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,. 
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of the slain. Over 100,000 innocent , 
d h B I h 

Vladimir Lobanov, a Soviet war prison'.er, kept by 
people were done to eat at os oy the Nazis in the "Gross-Lazaref' in Slavut¡1, 
Trostyanets. __ _ Kamene.tz-Podolsk regioJl¡_J)hotographed after 

There were other " death factories " at the Red Army captured tlie prison camp. 

Ponari, near Vilno, at Belzhetse near Rava before me iies a summary of a report Fuehrer with a bomb ? The colonel 
Russkaya, at. Novy Dvor and Salibur. . d by one " Captain Sauer "-an realised that Hitler is evidence. 
Trainloads of Jew~ arrived from France, . !~c~:ut of the massacre of the people of A war prisoner, Senior Lieutenant Philip, 
Holland and_ Belgm~: They were told Pinsk. Sauer writes: told me that the German officers now reau 
there were JObs wa1tmg for thern. On " Fifteen thousand persons were driven with anxiety every report issued by the 
arrival they '.vere taken to. ?arra~ks and to the place of assembly. Sick people and Extraordinary State Commission, in case 
ordered to strip naked for d1smfect1on and children were executed in the ghetto their narnes are on the list. They have 
a bath. The heads. of the women ,~ere . . . The detachments in charge realised that trial will come. 
shaved and the ha1r was gathered mto were in ali cases supplied with axes, We wilf remember all this in Berlin. 
sacks. hatchets and other tools, for it was found We will remember the " Death Factories," 
. Th~n these people, doomed tho1;1sand that ne·a_rly all the doors were locked We will remember those who issued 
after doomed · thousa~d, we~~ asphyxiate~; . . . Where there were no cellars criminal orders, and those who ;i di~d. 
Through a t:apdoor in the bath-house large nurnbers of people hid under the This is why t he heart of every ;:,ov1et 
the dead bod1es w~re con.veye~ to a fµrna ce. floors. Police dogs were used to scent. citizen beats faster when the broadcaster 
The Germans estimated that each of these tl t " reads : " Order of the Day of the Supreme 

h f . Id L 1 . h 1em ou . deat actones cou e ea w1t 2,000 Commander-in-Chief " \Ve are 
persons per day. They are Still lhe San1,e not only on the frontiers of Germany-w 

Gita Yakovlevna, a teacher of I t is not vengeance that spurs us on, are on the threshold of the Trial. • 
Peter l. , paying the highest military 

tribute to the infantry, ordered the casting 
of the first statue of ¡i rank-and-file member 
of the Russian Army, the gallant soldier 
Bukhvostov, to preserve his memory. 

We glorify the Soviet infantryman, who 
is bearing the main burden of th,e war. 
His military skill has been sharpened in 
fierce battles with the German invaders. 
He has assimilated the experience of 
modern warfare, has become master of 
his arms. Good organisation, mobility 
and speed distinguish his operations. 

Our tanks race deep into the enemy 
defences. But tfi.e infantry <loes not lag 
behind our mobilc troops. It follows 
them persistently, consolidating the results 
oí the deep breakthrough and the lightning 
manreuvrc. 

mathematics, lived in Yarashev, in the but yearning for justice. We want to wean I spoke ,yith men who had covered 251 
Vinnitsa Region. With a group of other the Germans from war-both the miles in 10 days. They were tired afü 
patriots ·she was arrested and sentenced supporters of Hitler and those mutinous covercd with dust. Their eyes looke 
to death. In her last moments she said generals who hope to correct in 1964 the sore, their lips dry. They said : '.' We ar 
·to her companions : " There are our · n\istakes of 1944. 'going on." They were inspired by th 
·brothers at the front. They will retu¡n . With the Red Army go the shades of nearness of the German frontier. 
There is the Soviet system. It cannot the slain, the old folk and sucking babes, Sorne foreigners imagine our offensivt 
die. There is Stalin. He will not forget Russians and Ukrainians, Byelorussians as a comfortable walk. The truth is tha 
us." . and Jews, Poles and Lithuanians. They everything has been won by sweat am 

And sh'e shouted at her killers : " Do ali wanted to live. They · ali loved the blood. What pen cou!d describe th 
you hear me ? Stalin will not forget th is.'' sun. And they say to us : " Remember." accomplishment of the infantry who crossc 

Perhaps sorne people, reading that the Pinsk swamps carrying their gunf1,.an 

,vhen the war is over, when the <lugouts 
are overgrown with grass, humanity will 
crect a splendid monument to the heroes 
of this war of liberation. And, among the 
grim and gallant fighters, the Soviet 
'infantryman, grenade in his belt, automatic 
rifle across h is chest, will justly have pride 
ol' place. 

- From PRAVDA. 

4th Anti-Fascist 
1\lccling of Soviet Women 

T IIE Soviet Women's Anti-Fascist 
Committee, of wh~ch Valentina 

Grizodubova, the famous airwoman, is 
chairman, will hold its fourth conference 
on Sunday, August 20, in i\!Ioscow. 

.\ mong thc speakers will be women ·who 
havc distinguished themselves in industry 
ánd on the war front, and women partisans 
from Byelorussia, thc Ukraine and the 
B~ltic So,·iet Republics. 

'!'he procee<lings will be broadcast. 

--~-

·Catholic· Evidence the Germans surrender to our trans- went straight on to storm the city. 
Yes, Stalin is not only out Commander-. port troops and even to children think The Germans are deceiving themselve 

in-Chief. Stalin is not only our inspirer. they have " seen the light." Perhaps stupidly if they count on our bad memory 
Stalin is our conscience. When we think sorne Muscovites, looking at the gloomy 'There is winter without thaw, and there i, 
of the man who in the autumn of 1941 procession of prisoners, wonder " can they hatred which does not relax . Ever 
knew that the Red Army would get to really be such hangmen " ? Perhaps the nghter lofows it is essential for LIS 

Berlín , who shared the grief of all our news of the rising of German general¡; Berlín. It cannot be otherwise. 
people ; when we think of this great ancl rouses hopes in the naive reader that conscience forces us to do this. 
simple man, we know- that he will not conscience has stirred in the Germans. 
forg<!t . No, and again no . They are still the Swords of Justice 

Sorne people shamelessly assert that same. They surrender, not because they 
the Germans have behaved more decently are sick of torturing innocent people. They 
in this war than in the last. I don't know surrender because they are afraid of death. 
what these gentlemen mean by " decent.'' It is not the children they are sorry for-
I should like to introduce them to a priest it is themselves. 
I met the other day, Ganusevich incumbent A day, sometimes an hour before they 
of the Catholic Church at Rakuv. H e surrender, they still torture defenceless 
said to me : " When I read books on the people to death. It is not conscience that 
nature of evil I had no inkling that such is stirring in them- it is fear. 
heartless, blood-thirsty creatures could be The criminals are trying to hide the 
walking the earth." evidence. For three years they killed 

In the village of Pershev the Germans unpertúrbed. In the fourth year they 
tortured two Catholic priests to death. became anxious and started destroying 
They killed Gosiorovsky, the oldest priest dead bodies. That is their sort of 
in Vilno. In Dori they herded all the consc1ence. 
Orthodox Christians into a church and set They are already preparing for the day 
it 011 fire. when they will all cry in unison : "We 

I know the Germans \\ ill say that on ly didn't do the killing-it was Ilitler ! " 
isolatetl Gcrmans did the killing. But 'Why did one· of their colonels present his 

\ 

We know how to forgive for ourselv 
but not for our children. We can l 
understanding to ignorant persons, b• 
not to inventors of gas vans. 

We want to stamp out the vipers' n 
\Ve want to sweep through Germany , 
our swords in order to eradicate 
Germans' !ove for the sword. We wan 
come to them, so that they never corn 
us again. 

And we know that soon we will b 
the River Spree . I saw our a1my, 
with wrath. I know that justice wil 
triumphant. And when I, like any on 
us, feel unbearably depressed at s 
spectacle of Genn;,.n crimc, I sup 
myself with the \\on<lerful wortls, •: S 
will not forget this." 
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