


SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1890---0ctober 1-born at Denison, Texas 
1915--June 12-graduated from !he U. S. llfilitary 

Academy and commissioned second lieutenant 

1915-September 13-joined the 19th lníantry at Fort 
Sam Houston, Te."<aS and served tbere until J\llay 
1917, with exception oí short periods when he was 
on detacbed service at Camp Wilson, Texas 

1916-July 1-promotecl to firat lieutenant 

1917-May 15--promotecl to captain 

1917-May-served with the 57th lnfantry, Leon Springs, 
Texas to September 18' 

25 

25 

26 

27 

27 
1917-Se(ltember-instructor in the Officer's Training 

., Camp, Fort Ogietborpe, Georgia to December 12 27 

1917-December-instructor Army Service Scbools, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, to February 28, 1918 27 

1918-March-organizecl tbe 65th Battalion Engineers at 
Camp ;\Jeade, Md.; commanded Camp Colt, Pa., 
from March 24 to November 18, 1918 28 

1918-June 17-promoted to Major (temporary) 28 

1918---0ctober 14-promotecl to lieutenant colonel (tem-
porary) 28 

11118-November-commanded Tank Corps troops, Camp 
Dix, :S. J., to December 22 28 

1918-December-commanded Tnnk Corps troopP at 
Fort Benning, Ga., to Marcb 15, 1919 28 

JQJ9-March- ordered lo Fort Meade, :\Id., a.s Executive 
Officer and commanded Tank Batlalions to Jan-
uary 7, 1922 29 

1920-J une 30-revertecl to bis permanent rank oí captain 30 
1920-July 2-promoted to n:ajor 30 

1922-January-graduated from tbe Infantry Tank School 32 
1922-January-sailed íor the Panama Canal Zon-

served a.s Executi>'e Officer, Camp Gnillard, to 
September 19, 1924 32 

1924-September-returnecl to tbe Únitecl States and as­
signed Recreation Officer, Headquarters oí 3rd 
Corps Area, Baltimore, Md., to December 15 34 

192-December-R ecruiting Officer, Fort Logan, Colo­
rado, to August 19, 192.5; attended the. Command 
and General Staff School, Fort Leavenwortb. 1',an­
sa.s, completing course as an honor graduate June 
1926 34 

1926-August 15-joined24thlníantryat FortBenning,Ga. 36 
t 927-January 15-transíerrecl to Wa.sbington, D. C., íor 

sen•ice with American Battle Monu.ments Com-
mission until August 15 37 

1928-June 30-graduated from Army War Colle¡,:e, Wa.sh• 
ington, D. C., and returned to duty witb Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission 38 

Age 
1929-November 8-February 20, 1933-Aoaistant Exeo­

u tive, Office Assist. Secretary of War, Washing­
ton, D. C., du¡ing_ which time graduated from 
Army Industrial College 39 

1933-Febru¡,ry-servecl in the Office Chieí oí Staff, Gen-
eral MacArthur in Washington, D. C., to Septem-
ber 24, 1935 43 

1935-September-sailed íor '.\lanila, to beoome Assist. to 
i\Iilitary Adviser, Commonwealth Philippine Is-
lands, General Douglas i\lacArtbur 45 

1936-July 1-promoted to lieutenant colonel 46 

J 940-February-returned to tbe United States and ioined 
15th lníantry at Fort Ord, California and nccom­
panied tbis regiment to Fort Lewis, Wa.shington, 
few weeks later 50 

1940-)<ovember 30-assignecl as Chieí oí Staff of 3rd Di-
vision at Fort Lewis, Washington 50 

1941-i\Iarcb 1-became Chieí of Staff oí the 9th Army 
Corps at Fort Lewis, Wa.sbington 51 

1941-;\Iarch 11-promoted to colonel (temporary) 51 
1941-June 24-assigned a.s Cbieí oí Staff of 3rd Army, San 

Antonio, Texas 51 
1941-September 20-promoted to brigadier general 51 
1942-February 16-nnmecl Chieí oí Wa r Pinos Division, 

War Dept., General Staff, Wa.shington, D. C. 52 
1942-?.Jarch 27-promoted to major general (temporary) 52 
1942-April 2--clesi¡,:nated Assist. Chief oí Staff in charge 

oí Operations Division, Office of Chief oí Staff, 
Wa.sbington, D. C. 52 

1942- June 25-designated Commanding General Euro­
r,:::'J' Theater, with headquarters in London, Eng-

52 
1942-July 7-promoted to lieutenant general (tempo-

rary) 52 

1942-November 8-1:ommanded American Forces landing 
in Nortb Africa, same rnonth became Commander 
in Cbieí of Allied Forces in Nortb AJrica 52 

1943-February 11-promoted to four star general (tem­
porary) 

1943-August 3D-appointed brigadier 'general (perma­
nent), and promoted same day to major general 
(permanent) 53 

1943-December 24--clesi¡¡natecl Supreme Allied Comman-
d er oí tbe Allied tnvasion oí E urope 53 

1944-January 15-arrived in London, Eng)and, to com­
mand the ·w estero invasion oí E uropc, after talks 
in Africa with Prime l\ linister Chu.rchill and bav-
ing crossecl the Atlanticforconferences with Presi­
dent Roosevelt and Chief of Staff, General Marshall 54 

1944-June 6-D-Day-be,mn the greatest milite.ry enter­
prise in modern history-the invasion of Europe 54 

* * * * * * * 
Birthplace, Denison, Texas. 
lo tbis house the Suprcme 
Commander oí Allied Ex­
peditionarr Forces and 
Commandmg General oí 
t;. S. Army Forces in 
Europcan Theater oí Opera-

t.ions was boro. 

* * * * * * * 
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One of the 6rst pbotograpbs taken of 
tlie Eisenhower family, 1910. Dwight 
(6rst from lcft) was then JO years old. 

* 
1916-As 6rst lieuteoant, 26 years of age. 

* 
Pre-war "civvieo", takcn about 1937-1938 

* 
The Eisenhower family group made at Abilene, Kansns, in 1926. Sitting are Mr. and Mrs. Eisenbower (D. J. and ldn) 
while standing in rear ore left to right: Arthur, Edgar, Dwight, Roy (decensed), Earl, Milton -si, Eisenbowcr brothers. 

*** 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * 

E ve days after P earl Harbor, December 7, 1941, General George C. Marshall calJed General 
,Eisenhower to Washington. He arrived in the Nation's Capital a few days later, and immediately re­
ported to the War Department. He worked there for the next six months save for a brief mission to 
England in the SpriJ1g. 

With General MacA.rthur fightmg to hold off the Japanese swarming into the Plúlippines and the 
islands of the Pacific, the question arose, Wbo will lead the forces agaÍJlst the Axis bordes who have 
oonquered Europe and now threaten to invade both North and South America? 

There were many able generals in Waslúngton, many of them having won renown in World War l. 
The nation faced the emergency of building a great army in the quickest possible time. How the 
miracle was performed under General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, the farm hoy from Penn­
sylvania who had come out of the Virginia Military Institute is now part of the most thrilling pages 
of American military history. 

The Army's revitalization program needed a man. General Marshall, a keen analyzer of poten­
tialities in soldiers, sent for Eisenhower. He was informed that he was to take over the War Plans 
Division, as its chief, and was to formulate the grand strategy for all theaters of.operation. 

His only comment as he left General Marshall's office was, "Y es, they've given me a new job. I 
guess somebody must have told General Marshall I was a hot shot." 

With a shrug of his shoulders he went away-to go to work. 
After plans for the European Theater of Operations had begun to materialize, General Marshall 

asked General Eisenhower, "How soon can you leave to take command of the European Theater?" 
General Eisenhower, taken by surprise replied, "Tomorrow morning!" For although he had scarcely 
dared to hope to go so high, he had been preparing himself for a long tima. His generalship has since 
been proven in the North African campaign and in Sicily and Italy, and now in France. 

After the successful landing on the continent, in Italy, the American Commander in Chief of the 
Allied invasim1 forces in Europe left for England and settled clown to work in his new headquarters 
somewhere in London, about the middle of Ja1füary. Barely five months Jater, he was to guide the 
greatest military enterprise ever commanded by an America.n or for that matter by any man-the 

The U. S. Military Academy, West 
Point, N. Y. Established by tbe Federal 
Government for the practica! and tbeo­
reticnl training oí young men for tbe 
military service, authorized by Con­
greso in 1802. Tbe War Dept., super­
vises the Acadcmy; and tbe Secretary 
oí \Var has jurisdietion over appoint­
ment oí instructora. T bc Cbicí oí Staff 
oí thc U. S. Army, General Marshall, 
has direetsupervisioa over thc Acadcmy 
for the War De¡ir, Hcre General EL~en, 

bower graduated in 1915. 
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Al West Point (Class of 1915) Cadet Eisenhower 
got·average marks, plenty of demeritB. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Cadet Eisenhower piar.et! half-back on the Acade­
my football team, unt1l he suffcred a broken lcg in 

a game . 

gigantic task of invading northwestern Europe. 
Known as the SYpreme Commander of the Alli<•.i Ex­

peditionary Forces and Commanding General of United 
States Army Forces in E. T. O., General Eisenhower has 
little about his office-headquarters to distinguish it from 
hundreds of similar offices in London and council chambers 
where the new Allied Expeditionary Forces were whipped 
together. Painters were still putting finishing touches to 
interior remodelling when General Eisenhower and his 
staff moved in, immediately after his arrival in London. 
On his way from the Mediterranean, he had made a 
hurried trip to the United States, to confer with President 
Roosevelt and General Marshall. He took a few hours 
off during his busy schedule to enjoy a brief family re­
union in Manhattan, Kansas, where he met his 82 year 
old mother, Mrs. David EisenllOwer. She had come from 
Abilene to see her distinguished son, who had spent the 
night at the home of his brother Milton. 

Mrs. Eisenhower, the little white-haired lady frofu 
Abilene who wears a white crocheted dust cap, and whose 
face is lined with laugh lines, spends her days keeping 
the hom,e ready for her sons. "I always wanted my boys 
to have the best," the little white-haired lady of the 
"crocheted dust cap" always says. "There wasn't much 
money to spend, but the house was big and clean, with 
opportunities for everything they wanted to do. I always 
figured that the more we could give and teach them, the 
better prepared they'd be to enjoy their own things 
later." 

Almost every letter that comes into Abilene from "Ike" 
contains a message for his mother. She is known to re­
ceive more mail than any one else in Abilene. 

General Eisenhower's devotion to his home folks aod 
his neighbors back in Kansas, while engaged in the world's 
greatest war, is a true insight into the measure of his own 
greatness. With battles raging around him he never for­
gets the old home town of Abilene. 

With confidence and enthusiasm General Eisenhower 
arrived at his new headquarters-Allied Expedit ionarr 

.---- --- --~-...-- l .. 



Forces--and immecliately began a series of 
conferences v.ith his chief lieutenants on de­
taiJs of the invasion which is now in full swing. 
He has had more experience directing rnst com­
Hined land, sea and air operations than most 
military leaders. Rough, tough and determined 
toward the enemy, the American General is 

. known to the troops under him as a fai.r and 
- considerate chi.cf. He is a careful planner who 

knows how to wait until he can meet the enemy 
on terms favorable to himsclf. The Germans 
say that he never' launcbes an attack un~il he 
is nearly ninety percent certain himself. ~ man 
of tremendous nervous energy, General "Ike" 
packs a prodigious amount of work into eacb 
da:v. He likes to roam the field, eat out of mess 
kits and see for himself how the batt.le is going. 
He is a master of fusing diverse elements into 
n. fighting team and will not tolerate national 
ani.mosities or prejudices. He once said that. an 
officer he caught engaging in anti-British or 
defeatist talk would be scnt home on the slow­
est ship aYai.lab!e "ithout a conYoy, and he 
meant it. 

General Eisenhower is equally emphatic il1 
his insistence that subordinate offi.cers or com­
manders to whom he entru;;ts auy tasks sball 
be gi.Yen whateYer they need in the performance 
of thei.r duties and shall be subjected to tbe 
least possible in terference. 

One of the best folll'-st,ar generals in tbe 
ünited States Army, he says he is the "best 
dam11ed lieutenant colonel in tbe _-\.rmy." That 
was his perm.anent rank whi.le he was advanced 
to temporary major general, and then to lieu­
tenant general and finaUy to full general. He 
has been made, at the same tilne, the command­
iug general of ali American Army forces in the 
Eul'Opean theater in addition to his duties as 
8upreme Commander of Allied Expeditionary 
Forces for the European ÍnYa,-,ion. The move 
was made to streamline headquarters and free 
more men for field duty. (He has been a per­
manent general officer for approximately one 
year). 

As the man "·ho is sending millions of other 
men into the batlle of Europe, General Eisen-

, hower realizes that be can do them more good 
as a thinker than as a fighter, but he regrets it. 
Tanks, planes, guns, ancl men are worthless 
uniess they are at the right place at the right 
time and it is tbe job of the 8upreme Com­
mander of thc rWies in Europe fo see that tbey 
are. In his po¡;i tion as Allied Commander for 
the iirrnsion, he becomes the s~,nbol of all 
Allied hope and confideuce in an Allied v:ictory 
thi.s year, if possible. He is the arm that swings 
the hammer placed in his hands by General 
1foJ·,;hall. 

In the job he has a,;;;umed General Eisen­
hower has had many problems paralleling those 
he had successfully soh·ed in Xorth _Africa, 
Sici.J~, and Italy. For the supreme commander 
of any striking force remains fundamentally 
the point of liaison between the 11ill of rus 
Govemment and the armed forces themselves. 
lvien like President Roosevelt, and General 
J\far;;hall and his staff may do much of the 

Lieu1enant n11d l\1rs. Risenhower. Pioture taken in Texa.s in 1915. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Al Camp Colt, Geltysburg, Pa. l'hotogr.1ph t.aken Jun• 17, 1918, wbeo 
be commanded the Tank Corps. Ro wns appointed a )l:i.ior oo tbat 

same day. 

"' 
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Dynamlc 11lke" in pre-war 1cisure. 11Ike" Eisen­
bower took things easier baok in 1038 wben his 
son, J obo, now a lieutcnant. teok this picture. 
He used to like to dri ve around Den ver in an 
old model electric car oí Mrs. Eisenhower"s 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Doud. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
larger planning, but there will be 
a complex substructure of planning 
for General Eisenhower himseli. 

The General summed up his 
own life in a few words at the start 
of the Second Front: "Democracy? 
Look what it has done for me­
took me off a Kansas farm-gave 
me the best education in the world 
-ga ve me a chance to make a 
career for myself." · 

Around 1750 the forebears of 

r 

General Eisenhower fl.ed Germany to escape religious persecution that prevailed then as it prevails 
today. He comes from devout Pennsylvania Dutch. His grandfather, Jacob Eisenhower, went to 
Kansas in a covered wagon. Actually, the general chanced to be born in Texas, but his family soon 
returned to Abilene. 

Dwight David Eisenhower was born in Denison, Texas, on October 14, 1890, where h.is father was 
a construction engineer, and held a railroad job at t he time. He has always been thought of as 
Kansan because his family moved to Abilene, Kansas, when he was a chi.ld. He had five brothers. 
His mother still is a resident of that city. 

Between secondary school and West Point Academy he spent his time around the West, where he 
was an amateur cowpuncher and a ball player. He played in the outfield and was-as he stiU is-a 
hard hitter. He was an enthusiastic athlete as a youth in Kansas, a leading hitter .in baseball and 
even more promising in football, a real tackler and agile runner. He first wanted to be a sailor. He 
even got an appointment to Annapolis but then it was found out that he was over the age limit of 20. 
He went to W est Point instead. 

Dwight Eisenhower entered West Point in 1911, and played half-back on the Academy football 
team. He seemed destined to a spectacular career until he suffered a br.oken leg in a game. Before 
the fracture had properly mendecl he sma shed it a second t ime i iding horseback. Unable tbereafter 
to compete in any activity in-
volving violent footwork, he turned 
to fencing and gymnastics. 

Following graduation from the 
U. S. Military Academy at West 
Point, Dwight Eisenhower, was 
commissioned a second lieutenant 
of infantry on June 12, 1915. He 
was then 24 years old. He joined 
the 19th Infantry at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, on September 13, 
and served at that post until May 
28, 1917, "ith the exception of 
short periodi~ when on detached ser­
,ice with the National Guard of Illi­
nois at Camp Wilson, Texas, andas 
Assistant Mustering Officer, South­
ern Department, Camp Wilson. He 
was during this period promoted to 
first lieutenant on July 1, 1916, and 

Thlrd Anny Maneuvers in Louisiana, Augu.,t 11, 
!MI. Lt. General Waltcr Krueger, shown upon 
arrival at Lake Charles Airport, Lake Charles, 
La. With him are Colonel Dwight Eisenhowcr, 
Chieí oí Staff, and Lt. Colonel Oliver H. Stout, 
Commandin~ Offieer 113th Obscrvation $quad­
ron. Tbe Third Army beadquarters was at Lake 

Charles during the maneuvers. 
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Genen.l EiaenhOwer opens tbe Washington Club in England. Tbe American 
General sptaka at tbe opening of tbe Club in London, July 1942. The Club, for 
tbe u.e of United States armed forces was oeened by Jobn G. Winant, Ameri­
can Ambass:ldor to Britain, wbo sita at tbe General's lefl Next to Winant is 

Admiral Stark. 

*·* *º* * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * 
Decoratin11 Lt. General Mark Clark in Algiera. Lt. General Mark Clnrk (cent.er 
left) and C:enernl Eisenbower (e;,nter right) at tbe ceremony during whicb 
General Clark was presented with decoration. Pbotograph taken in Algiers, 

:)lorth Africa, December 1, 19-12. 

to rank of captain on May 15, 1917. 
WhiJe serving at San Antonio he met 

:\Iamie Doud, then visiting her parents 
in Texas. They were married a few 
months Jater. Their only son John, :, 
graduate of ,Vest Point, is now a seconcl 
lieutenant in the Army. 

Like so many regular officers General 
Eisenhower served in countless posts 
throughout the country-in Texas, 
Georgia, Kansas, J\Iaryland and Penn­
sylvania. From Camp Wilson, Texas, 
he served with the 57th Infantry at 
Leon Springs, Texas, until September 
18, 1917; as instructor in the Officers' 
Training Camp at Fort Oglethorpe, 
Georgia, to Decemoer 12, 1917, andas 
instructor, Army Service Schools, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, until February 
28, 1918. On June 17, 1918, he was 
promoted to the rank of J\Iajor (tem­
porary). 

He organized the 65th Battalion En­
gineers at Camp Meade, Maryland; 
commanded Camp Colt, Pennsylvania, 
from i\Iarch 24 to November 18, 1918. 
At Camp Colt, Gettysburg, he trained 
a "treat 'em rough" gang of tank 
troops whose members still "'Tite him 
and never fail to get personal answers. 
There on his 28th birthday, General 
Eisenhower was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel (temporary) with 6000 roen 
under his command. 

It became the best organized camp 
in the United States ancl netted its 

"' 
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Before the French Admiral Darlan 
was assassinated. This historical 
pioture, showing the princiP3! four 
figures wbo r.tled allied slrntegy in 
N orth Africa was made in Decem­
ber, 19 12, s hortly befare Admira! 
Jcan DMlan was assassiuated by 
a French youtb. LeFt to right are: 
Admira! Darlan, General Eiseu­
hower. Admira! Cuuninghnm and 
General Giraud. who succeeded 
Admira! Darlnn nnd reccntly was a 
visitor to Washington to cor.fer 
witb Presiden! Roosevelt and 

A.mcrioon nuthoritics. 

* * * * * * * * * 

" Present Arms" for t~ie General. 
Brigadier General Adam Rich­
mond, tben n Colonel, of thc J udge 
Advocate General's Department, 
Headguarters of thc Allied Forces 
(salut1ng), General Eiscnhowcr 
(second from lcft), Commanc!er­
in-ChieF or th.c North Aírican War 
Theater, and Lt. General George 
Pntton Jr. (third from lcft), Com­
mander oí the A meritan II 
Corpe, receivc thc salute of a scn­
try (rigbt) on General Eisen­
bower's tour of the Tunisian front, 

April, 1913. 

commander the Distinguished Service Med!}l at the end of the First 
World War. The citation read, "For displaying unusual zeal, 101=:ght 
andmarked administrative ability in the organization,.training, and prep­
aration for overseas service of technical troops of the Tank Corps." 

This young commander displayed considerable omniscience when he 
wrote in the Infantry Joumal: "The Tank is in its infancy and the great 
strides already made in its mechanical improvement only point to the 
greater ones still to come. The clumsy, awkward, and snail-like progress 
of the old tanks must be forgotten and in their place we must picture a 
speedy, reliable, and efficient engine of destruction." He also became a 
staunch supporter of air power, visioned its future, and wanted to apply 
for the Air Corp_s in 1917, stopping only because of his young bride's 
objections. 



Memorial O~ at El Alta 
Cemetery in Algi~ni. N orlh 
Aírica. General EiBeubower 
(lelt) and bis personal aide, 
Commander Harry Butcber, 
pay tribute to tbe American 
dead, boooring Memorial Day 
at El Alta Cemctery in May, 

1043. 

* * *·* * * * * 
American Generals examine 
"Leaping Lena". General 
Eiseohower (oeoter) aod Ma­
jor General Ornar Bra.dley 
(rigbt), eommaoder of the 
American Second CorJJ6, look 
overa "Leaping Lena", Nazi 
Anti-personnel miné, sbown 
br ao American soldier who 
dlSID8DUes it. Tbis photo­
graph, radiood írom Algiers 
to Wasbing~n, was taken in 

May, 1943. 

LieuteMnt Colonel Eisenhower appealed to Washington to go overseas duriug the course of 
World War 1 and to get into action with his men. But Washington insisted that the work he was doing in 
training soldiers at home was of equal importance-without these trained Tank Corps roen the battles 
of France could not be won. Therefore a part of the credit for these victories belongs to Eisenhower. 

He was in command of Tank Corps troops at Camp Dix, New Jersey, until December 22, 1918, and 
at Fort Benning, Georgia, until l\Iarch 15, 1919. General Eisenhower was then ordered to Fort Meade, 
Maryland, where he served as Executive Officer and later commanded various tank battalions until 
January 7, 1922. During this period he was graduated from the Infantry Tank School. 

He was one of the few Americans who foresaw the importance of tanks and airpower. He supported 
them at a time when it was safer to agree with the majority who were belittling air power and tanks. 
It was not until the Germans overran Europe, and the Army began looking for experts in mechaniza­
tion and air pilots, that Dwight' Eisenhower carne into his own. 

In January, 1922, Eisenhower sailed for the Pallil.ma CaMl Zone, where he served as Executive 
Officer , Camp Gaillard until September 19, 1924. U pon his return to the United States he was assigned 
as Recreation Officer, Headquarters of the 3rd Corps Area, Baltimore, Maryland, nntil December 15, 1 
1924, and Recruiting Officer, Fort Logan, Colorado until August 19, 1925, when he attended the Com­
mand and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, completing the course asan honor gradu­
ate in June, 1926. 

He joined the 24th Infantry at Fort Benning, Georgia, on August 15, 1926, and on January 15, 1927, 
was transferred to Washington for service with the American Battle Monuments Commission, re­
maining on that duty until August 15, 1927. He was graduated from the Army War College, Washing­
ton, on June 30, 1928, 'and then returned to duty with the Commission. He went to France shortly 

9 
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lnspeeting and thaoking Britió'h Para­
troo1>1, May l lJ43. General Eisenhower ie 
shown in the batUe area before the final 
colla¡:.sc of the Axis resi.stance in Tuni.sia. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
afterwards as a member of the 
Commission to study the bat­
tlefields for compilation of a 
guide book to French battle­
grounds, and there he re­
mained until about the end of 
1929. 

From November 8, 1929, to 
Febrnary 20, 1933, he was 
Assistant Executive, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of 
vVar at Washington, during 
which time he was graduated 
from the Army Industrial 
College. He then served in the 
office of the Chief of Staff, 
General Douglas MacArthur 

in Washington until September 24, 1935. 
General MacArthur was exerting his energies to arouse both Congress and the American people to 

the immediate necessity of establisbing a mechanized army. His vigorous appeals for appropriations 
for American defense occupies thousands of pages in the records of Congress. 

W orking unceasingly, Eisenhower was collecting the materials and evidence for General MacAr­
thur's reports to Congress. After reading the documents placed befare him, MacArthm appointed 
Eisenhower his aide. Eisenhower's office was placed ne:...-t to MacA.rthur's and for two years they col­
laborated in developing and presenting their practica! ideas for American defense. 

He sailed for Manila in September 1935, to become assistant to the Military Adviser, Common-
' 
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lnspecting lhc front, July 1943. In Sieily, ltaly, 
General Eiscnhower, (left, cap in band) greets a 
Canadiao offieer. Tbe General asked Captaio 
Moore ~ from right) to convey bis compli­
ment.'l to tbc Caoadiao Command, as he in­
specta the front established by bis invading 

American-Cenadian-Britisb forces. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
wealth of the Philippine Islands, 
General Douglas MacArthur. 

General Giraud decomtes 
General Eiseahower. Osa­
eral Gimud Qeft), Com­
mander - in - Chief, Freneh 
Forces in North Afriea, 
Lestows the insignia of the 
Grand Cross of the Legion 
oí líonor oa General Eisen­
hower1 Commander-ln­
Chief, Allied Forces in 
N orth Afriea, at the Palaee 
D'Ete, Algiers, NorthA!rica, 

June 11142-

. ¡ 
&& 1 •1 j 

1 

' 

Here they began the heroic 
effort against time to build up 
the defenses of the islands. His­
tory has recorded these five 
years of tremendous labora to 
avert the approaching tragedy. 
MacArthur's achievements with his limited resources and manpower are notable military records. 

Eisenhower was placed in charge of the organization of the Philippine Air Force. He designed the 
fialds and outlined training plans. He helped establish the Philippine Military Academy and wrote 
the Commonwealth Defense Act wh.ich used the Swiss universal military principies for a model. His 
knowledge of military principies and his skill in organization were now being applied. 

As it was necessary for him to fly around the islands in mapping out strategy, he decided to add fly­
ing to h.is many talents. A firm believer in the future of air power, he studied aeronautics and became 
an expert pilot ait the age of forty-seven years, with more than three hundred hours to his credit in the 
Philippines. 

Eisenhower played a major role with General MacArthur in planning the defenses of the islands 
which were destined to give the Japanese armies such stubborn resistance in the Second World War. 
It was Eisenhower who devised the hidden airfields there. 

He returned to the United States in 1940, and joined the 15th Infantry at Fort Ord, California,·in 
February of that year. He accompanied this regiment to Fort Lewis, Washington, a few weeks later. 

Ou N ovember 30, 1940, Eisenhowia- was assigned as Chief of Staff of the 3rd Division at Fort Lewis. 
On March 1, 1941, he became Chief of Staff of the 9th Army Corps at Fort Lewis, Washington, and 
on the 11th of the same month was promoted to Colonel (temporary). 

He was assigned as Chief of Staff oí the 3rd Army, San Antonio, Texas, on June 24, 1941. As Chief 
of Staff of the 3rd Army, "he planned for and supervised with marked ability and conspicuous success 
the planning and carrying out of the largest concentration of troops ever assembled on the American 
continent and their subseouent participation in large-scale rnaneuvers," thus read the citation of 
November 25, 1943, when Fisenhower received the Leirion of Merit. 

General Eisenhower was then named C'hief of the War Plans Division, War Department General 
Staff, on February 16, 1942. Two months later, on April 2, he was placed in charge of its successor, as 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations Division, War Department General Staff. In these positions Gen­
eral Eisenhower presided over the plans of strategy for the United States forces throughout the world. 
It may be well to quote the second part of the citation of November 25, 1943, decorating General 
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The Gen erais observe tbosbellin~. August 1943. Standina on tbe Sicil­
ian side oí thc Strnit separating S1ci\y from tho Italino mamlnnd, Gen­
eral Eiscobower(right) and Geoera!Mootgomery,BritishEigbth Army 
Commnnder (eentt?)), observe the effects o! shclliog by Allied guns 
al Messina on Axis positioos on tho mainland. Commandcr Harry 

Buteher, Genernl Eisenbower's naval alde, is nt le!t. 

* American Chieftains get a lnugh from jeep ride. General Eisen­
bower (in !ront scnt besido driver), Lt. General Clark, commaodor * o! United States 5th Army (behind General Eiscnbower), and 
Vice Admira! Hewitt, commander o! United Statcs Noval Corees in * the Mcditerrancan, gct n laugh on this jeep ride during a tour oí 

thc front lines in Italy, Soptember 1943. 

Eisenhower: "From 14 December 1941 to 1 April 1942 while on temporary duty in the Office of the 
Chief of Staff, the War Plans Division, and Chief, War Plans Division, War Department, General 
Staff, in turn, he played a majar part in placing in effect the United States Army's plans for war. Dur­
ing this time he arganized the present Operations Division, War Department General Staff. From 2 
April 1942 to 23 June 1942 he served with distinctian during a most critica! periad in the histary af the 
United States as Assistant Chief af Staff, Operatians Divisian, War Department General Staff." 

On September 29, 1941, at 50 years of age, Calanel Eisenhawer was pramoted to Brigadier General 
(temparary). He became Majar General (temparary) on March 27, 1942. He was given permanent 
rank of Majar General an Aug. 30, 1943. 

On June 25, 1942, he was appointed Commanding General, European Theater with headquarters in 
London, England, and was promoted to Lieutenant General (temporary) an July 7, af that year. 

The official praclamatian an that day read: "The W ar Department taday annaunced the formal 
establishment af a Eurapean Theater af Operations for United States forces. Majar General Dwight 
D. Eisenhawer, formerly Assistant chief of staff of the Operations Division of the General Staff, has 
been designated Cammanding General, Eurapean Theater of Operatians, with headquarters in Lan­
dan, England." 

Before the General left for Eurape, bis friend, the late President Manuel Quezan, President af the 
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General Eisenhower niki ~larshal 
Badoglio confer. Aboard the Brit­
ish batUeship Nelson at Malta, 
Septemher 30, 1943, General 
Eise,lbower and otber officers con­
ferred with Man,hal Pietro Badog­
lio, ftalian leader. Walking on tbe 
shop's deck (left to right) are Field 
Marshal Gort, Military Govemor 
of Malta; Air Marshal Tedder, 
chief of· the Mediterranean Air 
Command; Man,hal Badoglio; Lt. 
General Masoo-MaoFarlane, Gov­
emor and Commander-in-Chie( of 
Malta; General Eisenhower and 
General Alexander, second in 
commaad to General Elsenhower. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Philippines, awarded him 
the Distinguished Service 
Cross oí the Phillippines. 

On the morning oí No­
vember 8, 1942, the world 
was startled by the news: 
"The Americans have 
ln.ndcd in North Africa." 

The greatest Armada 
in the world's history, up 
to that time-850 ships­
had brought the first 
American army to thc 
battlefront. They had 
Janded during the night 
hours and at daybreak 
were engaged in a gigan-
ti c pincer movement. 

Within seventy-six hours they had won 1,300 miles of thé coasts of Korth and West Africa, advancing 
from Algiers to Morocco. EiRenhower with the aid of the British, had outwitted the Germans and the 
Italia ns. 

He had commanded the American landing forces in K orth Afi ica, and became Commander-in-Chief 
of Allied Forces in North Africa that same month, November, 1942. He was promoted to General 
(temporary) on February 11, 1943, wearing the four stars of full general. 

Since then General Eisenhower has clirected the gigantic task of making preparations for the invasion 
of Europe. As head of War Plans Division and Operations Division in Washington, in the Spr:ing of 
1942, General Eisenhower had the responsibility of plotting the grand strategy of United States force¡, 
in both hemispheres. N'ow, as Supreme Allied Commander in Europe he has a chance to prove his own 
plans by executing them into tactical operations with troops under his own command. When the 
moment of the invasion took 
place, greater Allied land, 
air and sea forces than have 
ever struck a blow together 
combined to make an ali­
out assault to attain victory. 

In London he worked 
seven days a week and slept 
an average of only five hoW's 
a night. He has always 
placed the Army first and 
his personal life second. An 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Private Flrat Claas "Chipo" meets 
General Eisenbower. Private First 
Class "Chipo" held by bis master, Pri­
vate Owens, is sbown to General Eisen­
hower at the l talian front. "Chipo" 
was " made" a private, 6rst class, for 
silenoing a German macbinc ¡¡un ncst 
by pouncinl!. on a German wbo was 

operatmg it, October 1943. 
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Í'op Unlted States Command­
en at Uairo l,onfen:oce. 
General Eloenbower (leít), and 
General Oearge C. Mazsball. 
U. 8. Army IJbieí oí St.aff, 
talk to an unideotified officer 
(baok to camera), during o 
¡,ause at tbe oistorio <,airo 
Coo.fereooe, in l>ecemr.,er, 

1943. 

******** 
early riser, he often 
used to brew his own 
fa.vorite beverage-cof­
fee. 

Wi th tremendous 
responsibilities on his 
shoulders, working d:J.y 
and night with inde­
fatigable energy, deal­
ing with a thousand 
and one problems, Gen­
eral Eisenhower found 
time to aet as a diplo­
mat to both his troops 
and to the British. 

In England Eisenhower soon beca.me a pleasant legend and was known as the "best liked and least 
social of American officers." 

His treatment of military men is unique and informal. 
General Eisenhower has impressed his subordina.tes by his amazing energy and foresight. He led the 

Allied force which in a single year conquered North Africa, and did away with Marshal Rommel's 
once-dreaded Afrika Korps. He cli,reeted the planning of the eampaign and saw it through. During its 
last weeks, though, he was already occupied with plans for the taking of Sicily. He planned so thor-

oughly that the landing of 
the largest invasion force 
was a complete surprise to 
the enemy. 

The first half of the 
great "struggle" ended with 
the invasjon of Italy, forc­
ing Italy out of the war, 
and reopening the Medi­
ten-anean to Allied ship­
ping. Hostilities between 
Italy and the United Na­
tions cea.sed at 12:30 P .M. 
United Sta.tes Eastern War­
time on September 8, 1943. 

* * * * * * * * * 
General Eisenhower ents írom mess 
kit. Tbe Allied Commandcr-in-Cbieí 
in N ortb Aírica and I tal y, wbo was 
mooo a Knigbt oí tbe Order oí the 
Botb, Ma.y 20, 1943, by King Georg,, 
eats anny's stnndard 6eld C ration 
írom a O! mesa kit as be sits oo tbe 
¡¡round somewbere in Tunisia, pa.,,.. 
mg during an inspection tour. Ameri­
can laws provoot General F:isen, 
bower írom acccpti'!ll íoroigo tiUes 
without conscnt oí Coogres,, heoce 
be will bave to íorego tbe Utlo "'Sir."' 



President Roosevelt challl witb 
General Eisenbower in planc. 
The President listeos to tbe 
American General in a plano en 
route to Skily, Deeember 1943. 
Tbe two men io tbe backgrouod 

are secret scrvice men. 

* * * * * * * * 
The radio again was 
made an instrument of 
war and peace when its 
voice proclaimed the 
glad tidings to t he 
Italian people. 

"This is General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Commander in Chief oí 
the Allied Forces. The 
Italian Government has 
surrendered its armed 
forces-unconditionally. 
As Allied Commander 
in Chief I have granted 
a military armistice, the 

terms of which have been approved by the governments of the United Nations. Thus I am acting in 
the interests of the United Nations .. . . Ali Italians who now act to help eject the German aggressor 
from Italian soil will have the assistance and support of the United Nations." 

It was during this ti.me that two epoch-making conferences were being held between the United 
Nations. President Roosevelt again had flown the Atlantic, and with Prime Minister Churchill and 
Generalissi.mo Chiang Kai-shek held a five day conference at Cairo, November 22-27, 1943. Four 
days after this conference Roosevelt and Churchill were with Premier Stalin at Teheran, in Iran, 
shaping a common policy for the destruction of the German forces and a peace "which will banish the 
scourge and terror of war for many generations." 

General Eisenhower was missing a few davs from Italy. He had gone 'to, añéient Carthage on the 
African coast to meet President Roosevelt. For two days they were closeted together in conference. 
Here, it was later revealed, the President informed the General about decisions which had been reached 
with Stalin and Churchill. 

During this conference President Roosevelt confened upon General Eisenhower the decoration of 
the Legion of Merit. The citation concisely recorded the General's notable achievements since the 
beginning of the war in a series of positions of great importance, stating: 

"He planned for and supervised with marked ability and conspicuous success the planning and carry­
ing out of the largest concentration of troops ever assembled on the American continent and their 
subsequent participation in large-scale maneuvers . 

. . . He played a major part in placing in effect the United States Army's plans for war ... he served 
with distinction during a most critica! period in the history of the United States • .. He rendered in­
valuable serví.ce by organizing the 
European Theater, establishing an 
effective supply system and training 
and preparing for battle the large 
American Ground and Air Forces 
which have since played such an im­
portant part in active operations 
from the United Kingdom, i;n Africa, 
and in Italy. His outstanding con­
tribution to the Allied cause and to 
the successes now being realized by 
the Armed Forces of the United 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
General Montt1omery and Gencrnl Eisenbower 
mect. Tbe American Geoernl visited tbe Britisb 
Eij!hth Ar~ front in Italy, and is sbown hrre 
hemg ~ted by Genernl Mootgomery on bis 
,nivel nt the Eighth Army Tacdcal headqunrtcrs. 

-necember 1943. 
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General Elsenhower ínspecls tbe Wacs. Walking 
between lines oí W'aes on duty in North Aírica 
shortl.J before tbe Sicilian campaigo, 1043. He 

bighly preised their servioos; 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
States are deserving of the highest 
praise and reflect great credit upon 
himself aud the mllitary service." 

Upon bis return to bis staff, Gen-: 
eral Eisenhower made this brief 
statement: "I have just been in 
conference with the Commander in 
Ohief. Your part is going to be a 
vital one--one that will requue 
more and more work from us." On 
Christmas Eve, 1943, Gene,ral Eisen­
hower was at the front visiting the 
Fifth Army when he received a mes­
sage informing him that he had been 
offi.cially named by President Roose­
velt to command the forces of inva­
sion on a new Western Front. Tbis 
t remendous responsibility was to re­
quire him to leave his Italian cam­
paign ,vith the able generals who 
were leading the armies. 

It is said that his only remark 
"Well, I'll celebrate by visiting 
Capri, something I have always 
wanted to do." 

Two days later, on December 27, 1943, General Eisenhower delivered bis farewell speech to his 
armies and to the naval forces in I taly and North Africa. 

He said: "Soon I leave this theater to assume other duties assigned me "by the Allied 
Governments. I take my leave of you with feelings of personal regrets that are cqualed only by my 
pride in your brilliant accomplishments of the year j ust passed. 

"Ali together you comprise a mighty machine which, under your new com.mander, will continue a 
completely unified instrument of war to make further inroads into the enemy's defenses and assist in 
bringing about bis final collapse.1Jnited we meet again in the heart of the enemy's Continental strong­
hold. I send Godspeed and good luck to each of you along with the assurance of my lasting gratitude 
and admiration." 

G~neral Eisenhower has now commenced the second period and phase of the task of which he is the 
Supreme Commander-the 
blow that will bring final 
victory in Europe. He is 
proud of the instrument he 
forged to do that job­
armies, na vies and air fleets 
of various Allied nations 
which worked and will work 
as a single unit. Allied co­
operation and co-ordin­
ation has been General 
Eisenhower's sole objective. 
"Y ou can always quote me 
on that and you can't go too 
strong on it," he told corre­
spondents one day when 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Lt. General Mark Clark (leít) shown 
with General Eiscnbower. Photograph 
takeo aomewhere in North Aíriea wbcn 
thc latter present.ed Lt. General Clark 
witb a meda! for distinguiabed servicc 
iD connection with the N orth Afrioan 

onmpaigo. 



Loading ol trccks and troops of the 45th Division on L.S.T. boats * 
for the sccood wave toward I talian shores. Photograph t.aken at * 

Palermo, Sicily, September 1943. * 
L S.T.'s loading su}plies to be t.akcn to Jtaly as roenforcemeuts for 
tbe Amcri:an 5th Army. Taken September 13, 1943, Termin­

Imrrse, Italy. 

.. 
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A field artillery gun crcw 
placing o 155 mm shcll into 
""Long Toro". Photograpb 
token in l taly, Octobcr 

1943. 

* * * * * * * 
General Eisenhower tour­
ing the ltalian Front, Octo­
bcr 1943. While on tour of 
the front, t bc Commander­
in-Chieí oí the Allied Forces 
etopo to talk with T.S Mal­
dinger oí Wisconsin. Lt. 
General Clark, Command­
ing General of the 5th 
Army, con be seen in the 

backgroJnd. 

., 

asked if some off t he record re­
mar ks about the close cohesion 
of h.is American and British 
forces could be published. 
· What has happened since 
Tun.isin, Sicily and Na ples is 
well known history, and now 
the fifty-th.ree year old Ameri­
can General is prim.ing for the 
finale. He has assumed the most 
tremendous task ever assigned 
any ma.n in American military 
history. He has become the 
most dramatic and most im­
portant single figure in the Al­
lied military scheme in Europe. 
Just as General MacArthur, 
command.ing our forces in the 
South.west Pacific, is now carry­
ing forward his planned cam­
paign to retake the Ph.ilippine 
Islands from Japan, his col­
league-in-arms and friend Gen­
eral Eisenho"\ver is leading the 
combined attack on Europe, 

thus form.ing an outstand.ing team in the annals of Americ:111 warfare. 
The beginn.ing of the greatest military enterprise in modern bistory took place on June 6, 1944, when 

General Eisenhower gaye 'tbe final orders for the invasion of France. That day was to start the Battle 
of Europe. It is likely to go clown in history as the greatest military undertaking, with perhaps the 
&'reatest consequences at stake, that the world has ever known. The Allies hurled an Armada of 4,000 
,-hips, 11,000 planes, whole d.ivisions of air-borne troops across 100 miles of the Engl.ish Channel to 
France. The WE)atber justified General Eisenhower's trust. The risk on D-Day proved süghtly better 
t lmn forecast. It was up to him to decide whether to make it D-Day or not, a decision that already had 
been postponed on the previous day because of unfavorable cond.itions. 

The forecast pred.icted "·eather unsu.itable for aerial bombardment, one of the crucial factors in 
silencing enemy coastal batteries, but on tbe other hand it appeared almost ideal for airborne troops, 
which would profit from cloud cover. ::\Ioreover, waves high off-shore would be relatively m.ild on the 
beaches. General Eisenhower resolved to take the chance, and now the success of h.is gamble is part of 
history. Actually, the forecasts for the first week turned out to be a little pessimistic, for on the whole 
the weather was not bad. The break for the better that materialized in the latter days of the invasion 
of the Cherbourg península was expected sooner, however. 

The Normandy beachhead after All.ied land.ings was to be expanded into a major battlefront. 
The American as well as the otlier Allied sold.iers are now engaged in the most gigantic action of their 



Africa. 

Presiden! Roosevelt honors General Eiscnhower. In 
December 1943, the Presiden\ presented General Eisen­
hower with thé Legion oí Merit Meda! for bis recent 
military service,. Tbe presentation was made during tbe 

Prcsident's tri;> to Cairo and Tcberan. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
lives. General Eisenhower's task is to 
organ.ize, feed and fight an army. He 
com.rnands armies comprising severa[ 
nationalities. He not only commands 
the larg;st amph..ibious force ever 
launched against any coast, but gives 
orders as well to the most formidable 
fleets of air power ever assembled under 
a single command. 

As the war in Europe heads toward a 
decís.ion, more and more emphasis is 
being placed on our infantrymen. The 
infantry is still the "Queen of Battles." 
The plaue and the tank are devastating 
weapons, but it is the infantry that must 
take the ground and hold it. General 
Eisenhower is a firm believer in the in­
fantryman's role as it was so strikingly 
underlined at the Battle of El Alamein. 
It was demonstrated by General 1\Iont­
gomery's forces in that battle which 
started Marshal Rommel's flight out of 

The heroic th.rusts of the infantry were proven in the recent invasion of K ormandy, after the terrific 
artillery barrage was lifted and when the infantrymen knocked out pill boxes and cleaned up the land 
mines which the Germans had placed ali over the terrain. 

Among his many diversified duties General Eisenhower must also carry out the directives of the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington, coordinate and execute many subsidiary policies emanating 
from capitals of major Allied nations. He is concerned not only with waging war but with diplomacy, 
feeding, propaganda and a thousand and one other problems associated with the invasion of Eúrope. 
His fust concern is the mil.itary operation-gaining ground and destroying the enemy. His campaign is 
based on supply and this has been the near-miracle of the im·asion. It is plain now that the German 
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* * * * * * * 
G~neral Eicenhowe· (lcft) 
then Commanding Gencrnl 
in tbe Nortb African Tbea. 
ter and Chie( o( Staff 
Gcorgc Mnrsh , .1, shown in 
tbis Oflicial U. S. Army 
pbotograpb ns they dis­
oussed invasion slratcipr 
during their meeting m 
J une 19-13. Taken before 

tbe defeat oí ]t,ily. 

* * * * * * * 

defense plans were based on careful calcula.tion of supply tonnage which could be hanclled across 
beaches. It is equally plain that the amou.nt that General Ei::enhower's forces actually were able_ to 
move across the beaches was far beyond those calculations. Since Ju.ne 6, the Allies have beeu pounng 
men and supplies into the widening N ormaudy beachheads, without the use of a sea.port, until the 
recent capture aud repair of the great port of Cherbourg. 

The Germans had the advautage in this race of reinforcements. They are operating on interior lines, 
with the finest network of railroads and highways in Europe to speed their reserves from center hub to 
fighting rim. But the Allies must load ships in 
England, plow slowly across the English Chan­
uel, aud, even with Cherbourg in our possession, 
u.nload ships and reload trains and trucks for 
the front. 

Actually, however, the Allies are much better 
off than this orthodox comparison indicates. 
Thanks to American genius in the organization 
of supply, plus British naval supremacy and the 
• ..\11.ied air force, the endless chain of ships 
across the Channel is an u.nusually reliable sup­
ply liue. Perhaps even more so than the enemy's 
land lines. For that German network, which 
looks like such a perfect rapid-traUEit system on 
papéí·, has broken clown in many places. Allied 
bombers have seen to that. So has t he French 
Underground. 

It is dueto the efforts of General Eisenhower, 
tall, blue-eyed, pleasant-faced, square-shoul­
dered Texas-born, Kansas-reared American 
whose fricndliness is backed by the simple 
polit ical faith and t he standard of conduct · 
which emanate from any self-made man, t ha.t 
the first complete and all-out Allied Force in 
modern history has been a success. He has 
easily won the confidence of officers and men. 
General Eisenhower's inspiring assuredness 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Gene:al Eisenhowe · Oeft) chat, with Brigadirr General Eaker, 
tben Commander oí the U.S. Bomher Commnnd in Europe, walk­
ing tbrocgb the garden leadin~ to ooeratiou be.,dquarters some-

wbere in Eng]and. 



Members of the Suprema Command, Altied Ex¡.edi­
tionary Force, shown in London on Felruary !, 1944, 
are: (sented) left to right, Air Cbieí Marshal Tedderl 
Supreme Commandcr General f;iscnbower, Genera 
Montgomery, Commander Rritish Land Armirs; 
{standing) lcít to rigbt, are: Lt. General Bradley, 
Commandcr oí American Ground forces; Admira! 
Ramsey, Navnl Commandcr in Chieí; Air Chief 
Marshal Leigb-Mallory, Air Commander i., Chieí 

and J.t. General Smitb, Chieí oí Staff., 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

"O" day, June 6, 1944. One of the first pboto;rnphs 
to reach l'ie United Statcs níter tbe opening in­
vasion oí \.'rance, shows landing craít aporoacbin~ 
a bcachheod on tbc northcm coast oí Franco. 
Smokc in tbc hnckltround is from Navnl gunfirc 

supporting thc lanóiog. 

and tempering serse of humor have made General "Ike" one of 
our best-loved military leaders in this war. His principles are 
those taught to any well-bred American boy at home, in school 
and in church. 

In spite of t.he long list of Allied successes in Russia, Africa, 
Italy, Franr.e and the Pacific, since he fi.rst carne to Europe 
at the fall of Tobruk two ye:.rs ago, General E isenhower 
warned against the growing optimism prevalent throughout the 
world and predict.ed long and bittcr fighting before the final 
victory in Europe. 

"We must be prepared," the Supreme Allied Commander 
said recently, "now in ali our operations-home front and 
fighting front-for bitter fighting r ight around the German 
perimeter. There will be fighting of the most strenuous charac­
ter with heavy losses ... our overoptimism must be sobcred by 
the very definite conclusion that we have really got to fight for 
every foot we gct, both locally and in the general strategic 

.. 
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position. The continuation of the American push on the western flank is 
all part of the great plan, but there is nothiug spectacular in it all at the 
momeut. It is slow, paiuful slugging." 

The full power of Allied Forces is made up of fighting men-battle­
frout generals, among them Lieutenant General Ornar N . BradJey, 51 
year old American; Admirals of the fleet; leaders of the Air Force in 
action. And under these are the mighty forces of the invasioo of Europe­
millions of men offering their lives to human freedom-the soldiers 01i 
the ground, the men fighting in the skies and on the seas. 

Behind them is General Dwight D. Eisenhower, his headquarters 
now removed to France, with the greatest staff ever assembled, number­
ing thousands of officers who plan strategy and conduct the organization 
which is the "brains" of modern warfare. 

"I have complete confidence in the final result," recently saicl Gen­
eral Eiseohower. "It will be a hard and bloocly struggle, but Yictory will 
eventually be ours . ... " 

General Eisenhower gives the oroer 
oí the day, June 6, 1944. "Ful! victory 
- nothing else," is tbe order oí the day 
from General Eisenbower to para­
troopers somewhere in Englnnd just 
befare tbey board their planes to partic­
ipate in tbe 6rst assault in tbe inva-

sion oí tbe European continent. 

* * * * * * * * * 
The Allied invasion oí France, Nor­
mandy, June 6, 1944. On a narrow 
strit>. oí beach on tbe northern const 
oí France, American assault troops, 
protected from enemy fue by chalk 
cliffs at tbe extreme Jeft, assemble be­
fare moving into tbe interior oí the 
continent. A landing craft, it.. ¡¡angway 
down, spews out additional mfaotry-

meo. 
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American troops in France, June 9, 1944. Wading tbrougb land in 
Nortbem Franco ílooded by tbc Germans in an unsuccessíul attcmpt 
to make glider landings impractical. These men carry ful! combat 
equipment and miiny bave their liít'-bclts still inílat«! should they 
encounter water over their depth oli the march into the interior 

oí the Continent. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Allied invasion oí Franco, June 9, 19-14. Leavin~ bchind the other 
t.roops, aíter gnining the comparativo safety oHered by a concrete 
wall, American soldiero move over the crest oí a hill to the interior 
oí Northern France. The other mcn are to follow their "Buddies" ,. 

o ver the crest, shortly. 
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General Eisenhower "somcwhcrt' iu Frnnce". Juno 12, 19-14. The Su~rcme Allied Commander, leans over 
tbe sice oí an runphlbious "Duc~" on a beachhead, to consult with one oí bis unit co!:lmauGers. Thls wns 
bis first visit to Fn:ncb soil, anJ he was ac ompanied by Ac!miml King, (extreme rigbt J Commander-in-

Chief of the U. S. FJO(lt. 

General Eisenhower inspects :Savy ""rship. His olivc-khaki unifonn lookiug stnm~e againsl the nautical gray 
background, the .\mcrican Cenerul ins,Jects al'. S. :-;avy cruiser anchored in an English port reccntly. 



American Anny and Navy Chiefs on French Soil. Tbeir tirst visit 
to seo the progress of the battlcs on the beachheads of Frnnce. lo 
thc group are (left to rilUlt) Geoerol Arnold, Admiro! Erncst Kin~, 
Gcncrnl Eisenbowcr and General George Marshall, Chief oí Stnff. ThlS 

photograph was taken on J une 12, 1944. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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