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Dear Bolr:

J received your letter this nmorning and am pleased that the
dnfornaition that J was alble o give you wao what you reguired.

You may rest assuzed, Bob, that anything you tell me is always in
the ostrictest confidence, e/.;ﬂec/mf L ad you tnow Lr:cr,\_, as far aa we are
both conceined, the OLLicial Secnets Act couwld otill be invoked.

As ypou ocw., except for a vemly short sojouwrn in 10 group at the
commencenent of the Battle of _;au,tuw, I spent the whole of the Aine. in
77("}:.0!._[)., and was proud and ,bar/eul do »s0. I alao 4;.3.%1’. the whole of my
ime in 5071 Squadron LJ:M.CJ,, you. MLy, oz‘a may noi know, had the highedi
eaoualities of any squadion dweidyg the Batile. JE anyone's novole should
have been aflected it should:-have been wews, bul J can aesure you At was
not. We were tired, frightened,underoitrength, but never daeciing Ain morale.
Certainly noi over the questisn’of Big Uings. Uith anl zespect due o Badenx,

: pilot at that time with enough

J/do not think there was ; ]
xperience io handle and eflectively operate a Big lWing,~end the B of B was

no place [for anylbody +o .l -;. vinding 4ite. Thele was another
side to thie Lig Wing. The lasic Lighting unii wae, and 4is, @ section.
Whether this waa 2 on 3 -'.’L Llen '.c.c. The Big lling was only

a¢ method of getting the maximun number of secitions o the Lilling ground,
and in the 11Croup Lighter pilots view (mine, of counse) ,f')f. was a damn
cunbersone and time wasting nethod of doding it. e ac;vw:,(', preferred omall
Lornations beeduse it gave us mobility, and e really I LLeueﬂ' that Al yol
did not get to the Bomber [orce Je.,oe’r.e. they had bombed you were onliy half
doing pour gob. The Big ,_',},m,@, policy, ~at. ueA«t, could JruL. have mh,uacagtcc,
over. tarnget. Tar from morale lLeing dlfeeted by ithe lack of big wihgs,~J can
honestlyp.say that in 171 Group, with the job we had o do, we prefeired to
be without them.
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JL there is anything.else you need, Bol, jusit coks
Howrs aye,
-
vw\v‘ .

James I, Lacei,

A. N. MEDFORTH (MANAGING) M. R, HEATHCOTE P.F.BILTON SQN. LDR. J. H. LACEY, DFM RAF
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