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Preface 

The documents reproduced in this 
booklet are part of the Federal Gov­
ernment's permanently valuable rec­
ords administered by the National 
Archives and Records Service of the 
Genera l Services Administration. 
These archiva! holdings date from 
the days of the First Continental Con­
gress and consist of the basic rec­
ords of the legislative, judicial, and 
executive branches of our govern­
ment. From time to time, we reproduce 
various documents in a publication 
aimed at reaching a much wider au­
dience than would normally consult 
the records for research or use in the 
ordinary processes of government. 

This publ ication is the successorto 
the 1945 booklet The End of the War 
in the Pacific: Surrender Documents 
in Facsímile. lt attempts to present its 
material in a more objective manner 

than the earlier work, which was writ­
ten when the memory of the attack on 
Pearl Harbar was sti 11 fresh in mind 
and the war crimina Is were sti II un­
punished. The passage of more than 
30 years, however, only heightens the 
importance of the surrender docu­
ments, which remain among the most 
significant records of the 20th century. 
They range from simple paragraphs 
in English typed on standard military 
notepaper to elaborately lettered 
Japanese credentials affixed with the 
great seal of a defeated Emperor. 

The text was written by Richard 
Herbert. lt was edited by Richard 
Hal I; Robert W. Krauskopf served 
as consu ltant. 

JAMES B. RHOADS 
Archivist of the United States 
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lntroduction: 
The Background of the Surrender 

D iplomatic and mi I itary events moved 
speedily and dramatically during the 
months leading up to the Japanese 
surrender. The road back from the 
U. S. defeat at Pearl Harbar, however, 
had been a long and difficult one. On 
the diplomatic front, Allied leaders 
had conferred period ically at loca­
tions ranging from Washington, D.C. , 
and Quebec, Canada, to Casablanca 
and Cairo in North Africa, Tehran in 
lran, and Moscow, the Soviet capital. 
The surrender of both Nazi Germany 
and Japan were majar items on the 
agenda, as were discussions of the 
relative disposition of Allied war 
power between the European and 
Pacific theaters of operations. 

As in Europe, the tides of war 
ebbed and flowed on the battlefields 
of the Pacific until Allied forces be­
gan the long drive toward the island 
heartland of the Japanese Empire. 

Majar landmarks in this process in­
cluded the following: 
December 7, 1941. 

The Japanese attack Pearl Harbar, 
then the base of 70 U. S. warsh ips, 24 
auxiliary vessels, and about 300 
planes. Four battleships are sunk, 140 
aircraft destroyed, and 2,330 service 
personnel killed and 1,145 wounded. 
Clark and Iba airfields in the Philip­
pines are also attacked on the same 
day (December 8 by local time). 
December 22, 1941. 

A three weeks' conference code­
named "Arcadia" opens in Washing­
ton, D. C., and is attended by British 
leaderWinston S. Churchill , President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and their advi­
sors. lt emphasizes the "Europe fi rst" 
strategic principie; on January 1, 
1942, the Declaration of the United 
Nations is issued as a statement of 
Allied war aims. 
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January 2, 1942. 
Manila, capital of the Philippines, 

falls to the Japanese. 

February 15, 1942. 
The 90,000-strong British, Austra­

lian, and lndian garrison at Singapore 
surrenders to the Japanese. 

February 27, 1942. 
Allied attempts to halt a Japanese 

invasion f leet fai I in the 7-hour Battle 
of the Java Sea, and on March 9 the 
20,000 A llied troops in Java sur­
render. 

January 7•April 9, 1942. 
The battle for the Bataan Península 

in the Philippines ends with an Allied 
surrender. 

May 5-8, 1942. 
A Japanese naval force is defeated 

at the Battle of the Coral Sea. 
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June 3-6, 1942. 
American forces sink four Japanese 

heavy carriers during the Battle of 
Midway, the turning point in the Pa­
cific war. 

August 7, 1942-February 7, 1943. 
Guadalcanal becomes the first 

major Al lied offensive in the Pacific. 

Mid-January 1943. 
Roosevelt, Churchill, and their ad­

visors meet at Casablanca. Roosevelt 
publicly announces a demand forthe 
"unconditional surrender" of Ger­
many, ltaly, and Japan. 

March 2-4, 1943. 
The Japanese lose 8 transports, 4 

destroyers, and 6,000 troops in the 
Battle of the Bismarck Sea. 



May 11, 1943. 
U. S. troops invade Attu in the Aleu­

tian lslands and inflict heavy casual­
ties on the Japanese defenders in 
three weeks of fighting. 

Mid-May 1943. 
Roosevelt. Churchill, and their ad­

visors meet at the Washington, D. C., 
conference code-named "Trident." 
The ambitious strategic plans made 
at Casablanca for the Pacific are 
modified. 

Mid-August 1943. 
At the Anglo-U. S. Quebec confer­

ence code-named "Quadrant," it is 
decided that a new Southeast Asian 
theater of war should be organized 
under British command. 

November 20-23, 1943. 
American forces in a major am­

phibious operation attackand occupy 

Tarawa and Makin lslands in the 
Gilberts. 

November 22-27, 1943. 
Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Chi­

nese leader Chiang Kai-shek meet in 
Cairo in a conference, "Sextant," to 
discuss the strategic offensive in 
Burma. On December 1 the confer­
ence declares that Japan must give 
up ali Pacific islands acquired since 
1914 and al I other territories "taken 
by violence and greed." 

November 28-December 1, 1943. 
At the "Eureka" conference held at 

Tehran, Roosevelt and Churchill meet 
with the Soviet leader Stalin, who 
promises that his country will eventu­
ally intervene against Japan in the 
Far East. 
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May-June 1944. 
British and lndian forces repulse 

the Japanese in heavy fighting at the 
Battle of lmphal-KohTma and clear the 
way far an Allied advance into Bum1a. 

June 15-July 7, 1944. 
American forces assault the Ja­

panese-held island of Saipan, in the 
Marianas, and overcome resistance 
after bitter fighting. 

June 19, 1944. 
About 350 Japanese planes are 

shot down in the Battle of the Philip­
pine Sea. 

September 11-16, 1944. 
Churchill and Roosevelt meet ata 

second Quebec conference, "Octa­
gon," and Roosevelt reveals plans far 
an offensive in the Philippines to be 
led by General MacArthur. 
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October 9-20, 1944. 
Churchill, Stalin, and W. Averell 

Harriman, U. S. Ambassador to the 
Soviet Union, meet at Moscow. The 
scale of eventual Soviet participation 
in the war against Japan is d iscussed. 

September 15-November 27, 1944. 
The offensive in the central Pacific 

results in a victory far the Allies in the 
Battle of the Palau lslands. 

October 20, 1944. 
The U. S. 6th Am,y lands on Leyte, 

fulfilling MacArthur's promise to re­
turn to the Philippines. 

October 23-25, 1944. 
In the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the 

Japanese are defeated in the greatest 
naval confrontation of the war. The 
Japanese were now employing sui­
cida! kamikaze tactics in which pilots 



crashed their planes, loaded with 
high explosives, into Allied ships. 
(Kamikaze means "Divine Wind" and 
refers to the legendary wind that blew 
in 1281 A.O. at the behest of the sun 
goddess Amaterasu, thus turning 
back the invasion fleet of the Em­
peror Kublai Khan on its way to in­
vade Japan.) 

February 4-11, 1945. 
Roosevelt's last meeting with Stalin 

and Churchill takes place at Yalta in 
the Crimea. Stalin agrees to intervene 
against Japan within three months of 
the expected German surrender. 

February 19, 1945. 
U. S. marines land on the heavily 

defended island of lwo Jima, finally 
securing it on March 16, when the 
U. S. flag is raised atop Mt. Suribachi. 

March 3, 1945. 
Manila falls to the Americans. 

March 9-10, 1945. 
Low-level incendiary bombing at 

night destroys a quarter of Tokyo's 
buildings, kills over 80,000 people, 
and leaves more than one million 
people homeless. 

April 1, 1945. 
Sorne 60,000 U. S. troops invade 

Okinawa. 
April 6-May 8, 1945. 

In Europe, Berlin is captured after 
a long siege. Adolf Hitler commits 
suicide on April 30; on May 4, at 
Lueneberg Heath, German troops in 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and north­
ern Germany are surrendered; on 
May 7, at Reims, the unconditional 
surrender of ali German military 
forces is signed, to become effective 
at 11 :01 p.m. the following day; on 
May 8, at Berlin, the formal instrument 
of unconditional German surrender is 
signed. 
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Demand for Japanese Surrender 

With the surrender of Nazi Germany, 
the Allied leaders were able to con­
centrate their attention on Japan. 
From Ju ly 17 to August 2, 1945, the 
last Allied conference ofWorld War 11 , 
appropriately code-named "Termi­
nal," was held at Potsdam, near the 
shattered ruins of Berlin. lt was at­
tended by President Harry S. Truman, 
the successor to Roosevelt, who had 
died on April 12, and by Secretary of 
State James F. Brynes; by Winston S. 
Churchill and Anthony Eden and, fol­
lowing the British general election, 
by Clement Attlee and Ernest Bevin; 
and by Josef $talin and Vyacheslav 
M. Molotov. A new light was shed on 
the discussions concerning Japan 
by the news that on Ju ly 16 an atom ic 
bomb had been tested in the desert 
at Almagordo, N.M. The question now 
arose as to whether an invasion of 
Japan itself would be necessary. Al-
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ready, from the firmly established 
base on Okinawa, Allied planes flew 
virtually unchallenged on bombing 
missions while the American fleet 
could steam within sight of Japan's 
most important cities to she ll them 
almost at will. But, wh ile Japan's air 
force was destroyed and her f leet 
annihilated, she still had millions of 
troops in the field and still possessed 
a considerable empire. Further, there 
was clearly a grim determination on 
the part of the Japanese people, in 
keeping with their cultural traditions, 
to defend their homeland and pre­
serve the status of Emperor Hirohito. 

Therefore, on July 26, 1945, the 
Potsdam Proclamation, later called 
a Declaration, was issued by "Tl"re 
Heads of Government: United States, 
China, and the United Kingdom." 
Chiang Kai-shek's approval had been 
obtained by radio and the Proclama-



tion was issued pending a Soviet 
declaration of war on Japan. The 
document conc luded : 

We call upon the Government of 
Japan to proclaim now the un­
cond itional surrender of all the 
Japanese armed forces, and to 
provide proper and adequate as­
surances of their good faith in 
such action. The alternative for 
Japan is complete and utter de­
struction. 

The copy of the Declaration in the 
National Archives of the United States 
is a reproduction on wartime quality 
paper. This copy belonged to Presi­
dent Harry S. Truman, who wrote in 
the signatures of the other heads of 
state himself. 
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P ~ O C L A M A T I O N 

(l) "e, th9 Pred•:ent of too United St1,.te:;, tbe President of the 

Nationnl Go'lenl'!lor.t of tl:s Ro,.ulHic of Chini:. wid tbo Prille l!ini:.ter of 

':,re.et :':!ritain, re;resentin:; the hundreds of t:úllions of our countr,ymen, 

hbve conferred and ~.iree thut Jc..,r.n shall be t;iven an op.1ortunicy to 

ond this mi.r. 

(2) Ti:e ~irodi:;ioua lcn•l, e&a cnd nir fol'ces of the United stEa.tes, 

r.he Briti:::h ~ •. ir& an'i of China, l!l3JV times reini'orced !u their amias 

flnd i.ir n•,eti, from t.'le ,:ost are .,oi&ad to stx ike tt.o finél blo;,s u.,ou 

J~.-~n. Thi:i rdl.it-x.r .>0~10r 1:: ,;~tr.inNi end ins.,ired qy the dotonnination 

o!' ali th,1 /,lliod n: .tio11e to .)rosocute t.he \IUr .. ¡:t.inst Jh.lbO until sha 

coasos to re:::ist. 

( 3) 'i'l:e re:sül t oi' th::, f'.\tile r..nd sense1u&s Germ~n ::-o~istl.lnos to 

the oi.)lt of U.e E.raussC: fr<>d ;:l9v.,lus of thu ••c.i.·).'.i st...uds f orth in 

al"ful clar:'.ey t.8 1. n ex.• n;:l .,. to th!> ;,eo,)lo c.f J.1;,r.r. . The r.:i.,i.:t thl:.t 

c.. 1,,liu:l to th·: ro:..i,;t.in~ N-zi:, n'3:~i:}.saril;' lr..1~ m:.stc.: to th'! 1,~ds, 

t!lo tnti'.l;:;t.;.' :.Dd th~ r.:~thO'~ cf lif\:? cf t.hc ;'7hclo Geroun .. '!wo:::!.e . Thc 

t:1<Jon the inovit, bl<> ~.nd Cv?J.>l.,te clo:. tr.ictic.n c-1' th-, Jc..'ll.nt,s<: i.rncd 

forcoo ,.n:i jl:.!St as inc:·dt. i,1;, th,. utt;.ir.do-r<J.:,t:·t!on of th., Jc .»,~csc: 

hon(,]J nd. 
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(4) T!lo tima 111: :i cose for J11,>(jn to c.eció6 ~ ::i. rrI.ll _. 

t..lnu,- t.J be co..'1t.roll11, by thM,c :;;;) f- r. illcc. mlli t,,i ,:tic c•c.viss ri; 

· .. h,1r.e unir, t.n~ 1 l¡¡::nt c .. l cu!;, Lí an:: neve. broueht t.hc .Lmpi r1:> :>1' J c::>.: n to 

t.hv t.hr,.:.ill.Jl<J ;,f anni ·: t!: U.un, or n1;.; t.he.r :...ht: ,,lll f ol!:,:. th,· ,,, th of 

rc,.:i.oo. 

e :· ill n:it u ev 1, te f r om thcm. 

Tbcri, •-i;-c o,, t;J.t<?ro~· l.ivcs. .e ::.111 .. ll llrcn.i. n:> oe1r.y. 

(6) 'l~,e,·e .. ,u~t; be c.~igiod c-<, for ali time the c.utharity ancl 

lnfl."uence of those v:ho have ª eceiveú c.nd lllis.:..ed the ¡)eopl e of J i.pan 

:Snt., cmbl.rki:-.g on 11or lG. con,.ue11t, f or ,:e insist the t a n1,;. orckr of ,,eace, 

. 8eC'.1rity ano jus tice ·11111 be im9ossiblc untll irre:.¡:roosible 

ailitarisa is driveo fr:,m thc 1,orld. 

(7) Until llUCh u nev, orocr io c steblisbed ~ until there is 

conT1ncin¡; ;>roof ttu.t Jt:.páJ'.11 5 wor-llll!king ;,ov:cr is oestroycél , ;>o:ints 

in Jt.¡>1,ne sc krri tory to be a esi~tc<i by thc iill hs :;hall be 

occupit:C- to s.::cure thc ,.cr..ieveiacait of thc bc sic objectiv os we ~re her e 

111.tting forth. 

(8) Th <.! t erms :,f tb.·~ C, ir:> !;eck r , ,tion sb,..11 be eurri ao out 

c.n.;! J".,_>L :i,.:..o sov;ir eig:1 ~y :.h,..l l b.-i l illli te'- t.,) tbc i sl wius of HOW!bu, 

Ho.t~Lioo , .{y-..ishu , ..,hi ,~.J.<t'.I LO'- ¡¡uch mia:;r 1..sl Lnas , ;; ~:e dct urmine . 

(9) Th(; J::;?!'..llese mili t.. ry f :>r ces, , .. ftur b eing c:iu:.Jle t ely rii~-

4-Y"•ca, shc.ll b ;; ,.icr r:.i t t"'- t ? r 'l turr. t o thcir h .Jmcs , i t h th-, :,¡,p,rtun­

i ty t J .:..,, c. :>·-! ce ful t.nd .Jr?uucti ve li ves. 

(10) i."' e, n? t int,:nc. th1., t th.., J ,.¡>1. a c:,e sht.11 b,.; r.m.lL.ved , .. s 

r :: cs ,r c.,:~tr ,yed :.s n, t i ,n , i>ut st,.,rn jus t ice sh:ü l be Dk.tec. , ut 

t.:, : r l! 1·.: r crimminz.ls, i ncluding th;n..: :·:h-l hr.v c visi t oe, cru.:.l ties 

U,> .lfl :>ur pris.m~r s . Thc J :::_?Cr.ese c:.ve rnJD..,nt :;h r.11 r em;vo ::11 .;bs tc.clcs 

te> th& r 1:>viv, lll.né. strcngthi ng ::if d 1:111:,cn:tic t enc.encie :; :.n.;11€ 
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o.:: noll ne rec ,,c,ct i'or t}),j f"l:nd.'.nental h\mo.111 rieht.e ab&ll 1M, «itabliÑIINl. 
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Steps Leading to Surrender 

Following the Potsdam conference, 
events moved swiftly and with terrible 
consequences. On August 6, 1945, at 
2:45 A.M. by the watches of its crew, 
the B-29 Enola Gay took off from its 
base at Tinian. lt carried an atomic 
bomb. Dawn over Japan was rela­
tively c lear; instructions from Wash­
ington had been to make a bombing 
mission on the first clear day in Au­
gust. At 8:15A.M. (7:15 P.M. August 5, 
Washington, D. C., time), the bomb 
was dropped on the industrial c ity of 
Hiroshima, base of the 2d Japanese 
Army. There was a dreadful, blinding 
explosion over the heart of the city. 
At least 70,000 persons were ki l led 
and many more were maimed by 
lingering diseases caused by ex­
posure to radioactivity. 

In Washington, prepared state­
ments were released to the press. The 
one issued over President Truman's 

name, revealing the power of the 
atomic bomb to the world, stated that 
the atomic bomb "is a harnessing of 
the basic power of the universe. The 
force from which the sun draws its 
power has been loosed against those 
who brought war to the Far East." The 
statement concluded: 

lt was to spare the Japanese 
people from utter destruction that 
the ultimatum of July 26 was is­
sued at Potsdam. Their leaders 
promptly rejected that ultimatum. 
lf they do not now accept our 
terms, they may expect a rain of 
ruin from the air, the like of which 
has never been seen on this 
earth. Behind this air attack will 
follow sea and land forces in 
such numbers and power as they 
have not yet -seen, and with the 
fighting skill of which they are 
already well aware. 
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Until the explosion at Hiroshima, 
the Japanese had not been warned 
in any way of the terrible new form of 
destruction now threatening them, 
although the phrase "complete and 
utter destruction" had, of course, 
been used in the concluding words of 
the Potsdam Declaration. The terms 
of the Declaration had been received 
over the radio by the Japanese, and a 
censored version had been published 
in the Japanese press. 

The Hiroshima bomb, however, 
added a new element to the diplo­
macy leading up to the eventual 
Japanese surrender. On the after­
noon of August 7, the Japanese Cabi­
net met and was informed of both the 
Truman statement about the bomb 
and the extent of the damage to 
Hiroshima. The Emperor was told the 
following day that more such bombs 
would be dropped unless the Pots-

12 

dam Declaration was accepted. Mili­
tary members of the Supreme War 
Direction Council, however, managed 
to postpone a meeting of that body. 
The delay proved costly. At about 
11 A.M. on the morning of August 9 
(Tokyo time), an atomic bomb was 
dropped on the city of Nagasaki. 
Another 35-40,000 people perished. 

In . Moscow, meanwhile, at 5 P.M. 
(local time) on the afternoon of Au­
gust 8, Molotov as foreign minister 
summoned the Japanese Ambassa­
dor and stated that "the Soviet Gov­
ernment declares that as of tomorrow, 
that is, of August 9, the Soviet Union 
will consider that it is in a state of war 
with Japan." Soon, forces of the Red 
Army were thrusting into Japanese­
occupied Manchuria. 

In Tokyo, a long debate was held in 
a meeting of the Supreme War Direc­
tion Council that began on the morn-



ing of August 9, Tokyo time. Prime 
Minister Adm. Kantaro Suzuki and 
Foreign Minister Shigenori Togo rec­
ommended acceptance of the Pots­
dam Declaration, but sorne military 
representatives held out for a pro­
longed struggle, perhaps hoping that 
better terms could be achieved if an 
Allied invasion force had to suffer 
heavy casualties. Finally, at 2 A.M. 
the following morning, the Prime Min­
ister asked the Emperor himself to 
make the decision. (Such an Imperial 
pronouncement was known in Japan 
as the Voice of the Sacred Crane, be­
cause the cry of the crane could be 
heard even if the bird was hidden 
from sight in the sky.) 

The Emperor then spoke. He rec­
ommended acceptance of the Pots­
dam Declaration with the sole provi­
sion that the prerogatives of the 
Emperor as a sovereign ruler not be 

prejudiced. The Supreme Counci l 
unanimously approved the decision 
befare the meeting ended at 4 A.M. 
on August 1 O. At 7 A.M. the message 
of acceptance was sent to the Ameri­
can, Soviet, and British Governments 
by the Foreign Office through the 
neutral Swiss and Swedish Govern­
ments. lt declared that the Japanese 
Government was ready to accept the 
terms 

... issued at Potsdam on July 26 

... with the understanding that 
the said Declaration does not 
comprise any demand which 
prejudices the prerogatives of 
His Majesty as a Sovereign Ruler. 

After discussions in Washington and 
among Allied leaders, a reply was 
drafted and approved by the Cabinet 
and President Truman. lt stated: 

From the moment of surrender 
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the authority of the Emperor and 
the Japanese Government to rule 
the state shall be subject to the 
Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers who will take such 
steps as he deems proper to 
effectuate the surrender terms. 

The Emperor and the Japanese 
High Command will be required 
to sign the surrender terms nec­
essary to carry out the provisions 
of the Potsdam Declaration, to 
issue orders to al I the armed 
forces of Japan to cease hosti I i­
ties and to surrender their arms, 
and to issue such other orders as 
the Supreme Commander may 
require to give effect to the sur­
render terms. 

lmmediately upon the surren­
der the Japanese Government 
shall transport prisoners of war 
and civilian internees to places 

of safety, as directed, where they 
can quickly be placed aboard 
Al I ied transports. 

The ultimate form of govern­
ment of Japan shall, in a~cord­
ance with the Potsdam Declara­
tion, be established by the freely 
expressed wil I of the Japanese 
people. 

The armed forces of the Al I ied 
Powers will remain in Japan until 
the purposes set forth in the Pots­
dam Declaration are achieved. 

After sorne delay while Stalin at­
temped unsuccessfully to assume 
powers of veto over the selection of 
the Allied supreme commander, the 
U. S. Government was able by the 
morning of August 11, 1945 (Wash­
ington, D. C., time), to send the Allied 
response back to the Japanese. The 
terms were received in Japan early 



in the morning of August 12 (Tokyo 
time) via a short wave broadcast 
from San Francisco intercepted by 
the Japanese Foreign Office. 

On August 13 (Tokyo time) , how­
ever, successive meetings of the 
Supreme War Direction Council and 
the Cabinet revealed a continuing 
dispute over surrender terms, with 
sorne military elements still holding 
out. In Washington, D. C. , during the 
long wait for a Japanese reply, the 
actual instruments of surrender were 
drafted and Stalin was informed that 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur would be 
designated Supreme Conimander for 
the Allied Powers to "accept, coordi­
nate, and carry into effect the general 
surrender of the Japanese Armed 
Forces." Stalin assented to this and 
named Lt. Gen. Kuzma Derevyanko 
as representative of the Soviet 
High Command during the surrender 

ceremon ies. 
Finally, on the night of August 14 

(Tokyo time) , the Japanese reply was 
relayed through the Swiss Govern­
ment. lt stated: 

1. His Majesty the Emperor has is­
sued an Imperial rescript [a per­
sonal proclamation] regarding 
Japan's acceptance of the provi­
sions of the Potsdam Declaration. 

2. His Majesty the Emperor is pre­
pared to authorize and ensure the 
signature by his Government and 
the Imperial General Headquarters 
of the necessary terms for carrying 
out the provisions of the Potsdam 
Declaration. His Majesty is also 
prepared to issue his commands 
to ali the military, naval, and air 
authorities of Japan and al I the 
forces under their control wherever 
located to cease active operations, 
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to surrender arms, and to issue 
such other orders as may be re­
quired by the Supreme Command­
er for the Al I ied Powers for the 
execution of the above-mentioned 
terms. 

Late the same afternoon (Washington, 
D. C., time) the American Govemment 
informed its All ies that they regarded 
this message as constituting full ac­
ceptance of the Potsdam Declaration. 
The Japanese Govemment was then 
instructed to command ali forces 
everywhere to stop fighting and to 
send envoys to General MacArthur in 
Manila to d iscuss arrangements for 
the formal surrender. 

At noon on August 15, 1945 (Tokyo 
time), the Imperial rescript, or procla­
mation of surrender, was broadcast. 
An unsuccessful attempt had been 
made the previous night by rebellious 
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elements of the Imperial Guard Divi­
sion in Tokyo to seize the recording of 
the rescript (a phonograph record) in 
order to prevent the broadcast. lt was 
the first time that a Japanese Emperor 
had ever spoken to his subjects. 

In Manila that same day, General 
MacArthur officially assumed his post 
as Supreme Commander for the 
Al I ied Powers in charge of carrying 
out the surrender and, subsequently, 
the occupation and control of Japan. 
With ali the difficulties of communi­
cation, distance, language, and dif­
fering Allied commitments, it took 
severa! days for the actual fighting 
to wind down in the Far East. On 
August 20, a revised version of what 
became known as General Order No. 
1 was given to the Japanese emis­
saries who had gone to Manila to 
receive instructions from MacArthur. 
Under this order, procedures were 



set up for ending hostilities through­
out the Pacific and Asia, for signing 
the formal surrender papers, and for 
initiating the peaceful occupation of 
Japan. The formal surrender, to be 
held on the morn·ing of September 2, 
1945 (Tokyo time) , was to be suitably 
impressive and dramatic. 

President Truman and his advisors 
wanted the formal surrender to take 
place as close as possible to the 
cap ital of Japan in order to empha­
size the full extent of Japanese ca­
pitulation. lt was decreed therefore 
that the surrender ceremony should 
take place on board the U.S.S. Mis­
souri anchored in Tokyo Bay. The ship 
was chosen forfear of demonstrations 
or fanatical assassination attempts if 
the ceremony were held ashore. 
Stalin, in fact, had advised the Ameri­
cans that it would be better to have 
the ceremony in Manila. As it was, the 

quarterdeck of the Nation's most 
powerful warship provided a suitably 
dramatic setting. 

Because of the importance of the 
Imperial role in Japan, the credentials 
of the two official Japanese repre­
sentatives, Foreign Minister Mamoru 
Shigemitsu and General Yoshijiro 
Umezu, are of particular interest. 
Shigemitsu's credentials bear the 
signature of Emperor Hirohito and the 
countersignature of the Emperor's 
cousin, Gen. Prince Higashikuni, who 
assumed the office of Prime Minister 
in orc:jer to emphasize the Imperial 
family's support of the surrender-a 
factor of great importance to the 
Japanese public. Umezu, a full gen­
eral and Chief of the General Staff, 
presented credentials bearing the 
seal of the empire and the signature 
of Emperor Hirohito. Unlike Shige­
mitsu, he countersigned his creden-
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tials himself with the concurrence of 
Soemu Toyoda, who was Chief of the 
General Staff ofthe Imperial Japanese 
Navy and head of the Overall Naval 
Command, the Naval Escorts Com­
mand (Sea Convoy), and Chief of the 
Navy General Staff. 

The Japanese Government fur­
nished the English translations of the 
credentials in plain typescript con­
trasting with the elaborate brushwork 
of the Japanese characters in the 
originals. The year Sy-owa (Showa) 
referred to in the credentials means 
"Enlightened Peace." ltwas the name 
Hirohito chose in 1929 to symbolize 
his hope for the future of his reign. 
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o 

Tf!P!latioc, 

HlROHITO , 

B;r the Grace ot Heave.o, ape1·or ot J~a.n, oeated oo. 

tbe Throoe occupied by the aue D;ynuty cl:wlg'Clleea tbrough 

agee eternal 1 

To all to wbom. tbeee Presenta ab.all. cocie, Grebtia.g~ 

.:e do bereby au.tboriee roshij iro Umezu, Z.yoaamai, 

lirat Claaa ot tbe laperial Oru.er ot tbe Riaing tiun, ..Acond 

Clus ot tbe Iaperio.l llilitary Order ot tbe Uoldec Kite , 

to a.ttaon b.ia eignatu.re by coauiand aod in bebal.t' ot 

Ouraelvea and Our Imperial General Headq,u.artcrs unto tbe 

lD.atrumeot ot Surrender whicb 1.e requ.ired b7 the Supreme 

Comander tor the 4111ed Powere to be aigned. 

la. witDeaa wbereot I iYe ha.ve bereuoto eet Our aignatu.re 

and. ca\Lled tbe Great Se&l ot tbe l.m.pire to be attixad. 

Given at Our l'alace ill '1'0ky0, thie tint di.Y ot tbe 

llintb aontb ot tbe twentietb :•ar ot .lyOWa, bei.od tbe two 

~ 

tbouaand aix bundred and tittb year trom. tbe ¿Qceaai o.o 

ot tbe Emperor Z.1.a&u. 

Seal of 

tbe 

Eaipire 

~igped1 H I R O H I •r O. 

Countereigneda Yoehijiro U1110:u 
Cb.let ot the General 
Staff of the Imperial 
Japaneae umy 

Soemu Toyocl& 
Chiet ot tbo Geur,l 
Staft of tbe Imperial 
Ja¡:,aneae B&V1 
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1\) 
1\) 

trf.Dalf.tioo 1 

BlRO li lTO, 

S,, tbe Grace ot Beann, Eaperor ot Japa.u, eeate4 Gil 

tb• Throne occupied by tbe ,,... tt,u.ut7 chano"Oleaa througb 

agea eternal, 

To all to whaa theee Presenta ah&ll ooae , GNetiagt 

fle do hereby a.utborioo llamoru Sbigellitau, Z1"oal.DA1, 

l'irat Claae ot the Iaperial Order ot tbe Riai.at; ."iu.o. to 

attacb hia sigo.ature by cOCLU.Dd and 1n behalt ot Ourael vea 

and Our GoverDJDent unto the Ioatruaent of Surrender wbicb 

1a required b;r the Suprema Coaander tor tbo Al.liad Powers 

to be s1-d. 

In witaeea whereof, 'le have bereunto set Ou.r aignature 

and cauaed tb.e Great Jeal ot tbe F.apire to be affixed. 

Given at Our .Palace in T0ky0, to.is tlrat dq ot tbe 

nintb aonth ot tbe twentieth year ot ~O.a, bei.Dg tbe two 

to.ouaep4 

thoueaDd oix bw>dred and t 1tth yeu, ~ tbo AoooH10ll 

ot tbe &aperor zs.n.u. 

Seol of 

tbe 

Jilllpiro 

81pod1 B l II O li l T O. 

Cow,tsraignada Iarulú.11:o-o 
Prl.M llinistor 



The Surrender 

The document that the Japanese rep­
resentatives were to sign was the 
official lnstrument of Surrender, pre­
pared by the War Department in 
Washington, D. C., and approved by 
President Truman. lt sets out in eight 
short paragraphs the complete ca­
pitulation of Japan. The openirig 
words: "We, acting by command of 
and in behalf of the Emperor of Ja­
pan" signify the importance attached 
to the role of the Emperor by the 
Americans who drafted the document. 
The short second paragraph goes 
straight to the heart of the matter: 
"We hereby proclaim the uncondi­
tional · surrender to the Allied Powers 
of the Japanese Imperial General 
Headquarters and of ali Japanese 
armed forces and al I armed forces 
under Japanese control wherever 
situated." 

That morning, on the deck of the 

battleship in Tokyo Bay, the Japanese 
envoys stood befare General Mac­
Arthur and the other Allied represen­
tatives and wrote their names on the 
marked lines on the lnstrument of 
Surrender. The time was recorded as 
tour minutes past nine o'clock: 

After Shigemitsu and Umezu had 
affixed their signatures to the lnstru­
ment of Surrender, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, Commander in the South­
west Pacific and Supreme Com­
mander for the Al I ied Powers, also 
signed. He accepted the Japanese 
surrender "for the United States, Re­
public of China, United Kingdom, 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republ ics, and in the interests of the 
other United Nations at war with 
Japan." 

The Allied representatives who 
then signed the documents were ali 
distinguished military men. Adm. 
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Chester W. Nimitz who, as Com­
mander in the Central Pacific, had 
headed the largest fighting fleet in 
history, signed as the U. S. repre­
sentative. Gen. Hsu Yung-Ch'ang 
signed for the Republic of China, 
Adm. Sir Bruce A. Fraser for the 
United Kingdom, Lt. Gen. Kuzma 
Derevyanko for the Soviet Un ion, Gen. 
Sir Thomas Blamey for the Common­
wealth of Australia, Col. L. Moore 
Cosgrave for Canada, Gen. Jacques 
Le Clerc for France, Adm. C. E. L. 
Helfrich for the Netherlands, and Air 
Vice Marshal Leonard M. lsitt for New 
Zealand. 

At General MacArthur's side as he 
signed were two distinguished Allied 
soldiers who had been prisoners of 
war of the Japanese: Lt. Gen. Jona­
than M. Wainwright, captured after 
his surrender at Corregidor in 1942, 
and Lt. Gen. Arthur E. Percival, British 
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Commander at the time of the fall of 
the Singapore garrison, also in 1942. 

Following the surrender ceremo­
nies, Col. Bernard Thielen brought 
the surrender document and a sec­
ond Imperial rescript back to Wash­
ington, D. C., arriving shortly after 9 
P.M. on September 6. The next morn­
ing, Friday, the documents were pre­
sented byThielen to PresidentTruman 
in a formal White House ceremony. 
At 11 A.M., Wednesday, September 
12, following a dignified ceremony 
led by General Wainwright, the docu­
ments were exhibited at the National 
Archives of the United States. Finally, 
on October 1, 1945, they were for­
mal ly accessioned by the National 
Archives. 

In order to facilitate the surrender 
of Japanese forces in all parts of the 
Pacific and the mainland of Asia, 
Emperor Hirohito issued his second 



rescript, also on September 2. This 
document had been d ictated to the 
Japanese emissaries by General 
MacArthur in Manila. The second 
rescript called upan ali Japanese 
military personnel to comply with the 
terms of the general lnstrument of 
Surrender. In arder that the full sig­
nificance of the surrender might be 
emphasized anda prolonged guerilla 
conflict averted, the rescript was 
countersigned by Prime Minister 
Higashikuni and contained the names 
of the entire Japanese Cabinet, em­
phasizing their submission to the 
Supreme Commander far the Allied 
Powers. 

The signatures included those of 
such prominent politicians as Fumi­
maro Konoe, a memberofthe Imperial 
Family and a former Prime Minister; 
Mitsumasa Yonai, Navy minister in 
three previous Cabinets and Com-

mander in Chief of the Joint Staff; and 
Sadamu Shimomura, former Minister 
of War. 
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INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER 

me, octing by commond of ond m beholf of the Emperor of Jopan, the 
Joponese Governmenl ond the Joponese Imperio/ General Heodquorters, 
hereby occep/ /he provisions sel for/h in /he decl aro/ion issued by /he heods 
of /he Governmenls of /he Uniled S/o/es, Chino ond Greo/ Brito,n on 26 
Ju/y 1945. o/ Polsdom, ond subsequen/ly odhered to by /he Union of S0V1el 
Socio/is/ Republics, which four powers ore hereoftu referred lo os /he A llied 
Powers. 

We hereby proclo,m /he uncondillono/ surrender lo lhe Allied 
Powers of /he Joponese Imperio/ General Heodquor/ers ond of o/1 
Joponese ormed forces 11nd al/ ormed forces under Joponese con/rol 
wherever siluoled. 

We hersby commond o// Joponese forces wherever situoled ond 
! he Joponese people lo ceose hoslililies forlhwilh, lo preserve ond save 
from domoge al/ ships1 aircrofl, ond militory ond civil property ond to 
comply wilh o// requi remenls which moy be imposed by /he Supreme 
Commonder lar ! !Je Alhed Powers or by agencies of !he Joponese 
Government al his direclion. 

We hereby command !he Japanese Imperial General Headquarlers 
l o issue al once orders lo lhe Commanders of o// Joponese forces 
ond o// forces under Joponese control wherever sit uoled lo surrender 
uncondilionally l hemse/ves and al/ forces under lheir control. 

We hereby command al/ civil , mililory and naval afficials lo 
abey and en/orce al/ proclamollons, orders ond direclives deemed 
by /he Supreme Commander far /he Allied Powers lo be proper lo 
effecluote lhis surrender and issued by him ar under his oulhorily 
ond W"e direc l al I such officials t o remo in al fheir posls ond to 
conlinue to perlorm lheir non - combolanl dulies un/ess specificol/y 
relieved by him or under his authorily. 

We hereby underloke for !he Empero,, /he Joponese 
Governmenl ond lheir successors lo carry ou/ !he provisions of lhe 
Polsdom Dec/orotior. in 900d foilh, ond lo issue wholever orders 
ond loke whotever oc/ion moy be required by /he Supreme Commonder 
far !he Allied Powers or by ony o/her designo/ed represen/olive of 
/he Allied Powers for /he purpose of 9ivin9 effecl l o /ha/ Declara/ion . 

We hereby commond !he Joponese Imperio/ Governmenl ond 
lhfl Joponese Imperial Genero/ Heodquorlers al once lo libero/e al/ 
ollied prisoners al wor ond civilion internees now under Joponese 
con/ro/ and l o provide lar lheir protecllon, core, moinlenance ond 
immediate /ronsporlalion lo places os direcled. 

The oulhorily of lhe Empero, ond the Japonese Government lo 
rule /he s!ofe sho/1 be subjec/ lo /he Supreme Commonder for /he 
Allied Powers who wil I loke such steps os he deems proper lo 
~ffecluo / e lhese lerms of surrender. 



Sl9nt1d al TOKYO BAY JAPAN al ~'"f -'/:- ] 
on lhe ____ _.s~E~C~OuNuO._ ___ ~day o/ __ --"S~ELP~T~E~M~BuE~R,..__~,1945. 

By Cammand and in b11half of 1h11 Em¡Hror of Jopan 
and 1h11 Jopan•se Gov11rnmttnl. 

By a,mmond ond in btlholf of !he Japan11s11 
lm¡Hrial General H110á¡uorl11rs. 

ACCIIPfBd º' -~T~O~K~Y&O~B~A~Y~J~A~P~A~N~- ª'----'º'-<-.:;¡'1'-"º"--'8"'---=Ia,.._ __ _ 
on the SECONQ doy of SEPTEMBER , 1945, 
fr,r lhtl Un,ted Stofes, Republic of Chino, Unifed Kingdom ond 1h11 
Union o! Soviet Socio/is! R11pubhcs, anti in fhe inft1r11sls o! 1h11 o/her 
United Notions of war wllh Jopan. 

Republic o! Chino R11presenfolivt1 

íl ~ LJL-. ~ÜJ\ VY. 
Unifed Kingdom Represento!;.;. _..---:,~ 

- - ./ <""' /. . (L . 
Je-•• "1,,.,,,-M-:n<~ 1-~ 

Umon of S,wief Socia/is! R11pub/ics 
RsprtJunloliv11 

tt101~~ 
Cammonwea/111 al Atlslralia R11p Mt°Jffiv11 

e:.,,,. ,;: -. ~ -.,r>?" ......,....,-, 
bomin,an of Conodo R11p/.senlafive 

, I 
tc:5L--~ 

Provisional Govsrnmsnl of lht1 Frsnch 
Repubh Reprrsenlallvt1 

LllA.,tLJ~· • .).._. 

... , lt:J \ 

fhtlr/onds R11pres11nlofi"" 

-l 2n:tt:: 
Oomlnion o! New Zealond Represen/a li"" 
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w o 

PROCL.1.IIATIO!I 

J.cooptiog tbo toma aot tortb 1n Doolaration ieaued 

b7 tba hHda ot tbo Goffrmaonta ot tba United Stateo, Great 

Britain and China on J~ 26th, 1945 at Potada.a, and aubao­

c¡uentl.y adheNd to b;r tbo Union ot Saviet Sooialiat Bepublica, 

lo baff o-ed tbo Japaneso Iaperial Gonrnaont and tbe 

Jo¡,aneae Iaperial GoDOral Hoadc¡uarters to aign on Our bebalt 

tbe Ia.etrum.ea.t ot Surrender preaeoted by tbe Supremo Command.er 

tor tb.e ilUed Powera and to iaeue General Ordera to tbe 

~lilitar;r and Ranl Forces 1n acoordance witb tho diNction 

ot tbo Supreme Commandor tor t ba illled Powara. lle comand 

&ll Our poople fortbwith to ceaao hoatilitiea, to la;r doon 

tbeir arma &Dd faitbtull;r to carey out all tbe proviaiona 

ot Inatrum.ent of Surrender a.nd the General Ord.era ieaued bJ' 

tbo Japaneee Iapuial Governaent and tbe Japaneso I.operial 

General Headqu.arters hereuoder. 

Tbia eecond daJ' ot tbe ni..a.tb 11ontb ot tbe twentietb 

,.-ear ar SyOWa. 

Soal of 

tho 

3m.peror 

Signod1 R I R O R I T O 

. CounteraigD01d1 liaruhiko-o 
PrJ.ae lliniator 

Mamoru Sh1gem1 teu 
lliniator tor l"oreign .l.ftairo 

Iwao Iamazaki 
WiJJ.iater tor Hace llfain 

Juichi Tauehiaa 
lliniator ot l"inano• 

Sad.uu Shiaoeu.ra 
IU.niater ot War 

Kitawaasa Ion.al 
Miniator ot Rav;r 

Chuzo Iwata 
lliniator ot Juatice 

Tuon Waeda 
lliniator ot Eduoation 

Xenzo Matawnura 
lliniator ot 'lolt&N 

Kotaro SSogolm 
1!1.n1ator ot jgrioulturo 
and :rorestr,y 

Chilcuhai ll&k&jl..u. 
lliniatar ot C°"""l"'·• 
and Induetr;r 

liaoto Kobi;rua 
lliniator of Tranaportation 

1'umiaaro lonoe 
M.1..rdater without .?ortotolio 

Tautora Ogata 
lliniater witbout P; rtotolio 

61neb1ro (;be. ttl 
.inioter '>li thout :>ortotol io 



Surrender in the Philippine lslands 

Camp John Hay, Baguio, Luzon, 
Philippine lslands, 
September 3, 1945. 

In compliance with the lnstrument of 
Surrender, the general capitulation 
at Tokyo Bay was followed by the 
surrender of individual Japanese 
armies in the fields of combat in the 
Far East. 

The honor of receiving the sur­
render of the Japanese in the Philip­
pines was given to the distinguished 
figure who had stood beside General 
MacArthur at the Tokyo Bay cere­
mony-Lt. Gen. Jonathan M. Wain­
wright, who had fought gal lantly and 
suffered defeat and captivity in the 
Philippines. The ceremony took place 
on September 3, 1945. The setting 
offered a contrast to that of Tokyo 

Bay. ltwas Camp John Hay at Baguio, 
in Mountain Province on Luzon in the 
Philippines. 

For Japan, the " lnstrument of Sur­
render of the Japanese and Japa­
nese-Controlled Armed Forces in the 
Philippine lslands" was signed at 10 
minutes after noon, local time, by 
Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita, Imperial 
Japanese Army Highest Commander, 
Imperial Japanese Army in the Philip­
pines; and Vice Adm. Denhici Okochi, 
Imperial Japanese Navy Highest 
Commander, Imperial Japanese Navy 
in the Philippines. 

Although General Wainwright re­
ceived the surrender, the document 
does not bear his signature. Accept­
ance was by Maj. Gen. Edmond H. 
Leavey, Deputy Commander of the 
U. S. Army Forces in the Western 
Pacific. 
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JJn.atrumeut nf ~urrrn~er 
of the 

Joponese ond Jopanese-Controlled Armed Forces in the Philippine lslonds 

to the 

Commanding General 

United States Army Forces, Western Pocific 

Camp John Hoy 
Baguio, Mountoin Province, 

Luzon, Philippine lslands 

3 September 1945 

Pursuant to and in accordance with the proclamation of the Emperor of Japon 
accepting the terms set forth in the declaration issued by the heads of the Govern­
ments of the United States, Great Britain and China on 26 July 194S, at Potsdam 
and subsequently adhered to by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; and to the 
formal i nstrument of surrender of the Japanese fmperial Government and the 
Japanese Imperial General Headquarters signed at Tokyo Bay at 0~08 on Z. Sep­
tember 1945: 

l. Acting by command of and in behalf of the Emperor of Japon, the Jopanese 
Imperial Go,ernment and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters, We hereby 
surrender unconditionally to the Commanding General, Unitcd States Army Forces, 
Western Pacific, all Japanese and Japanese-controlled armed forces, air, sea, 
ground and auxiliary, in the Philippine lslands. 

2. We hereby command all Japanese forces wherever situated in the Philippine 
lslands to cease hostilities forthwith, to preserve and save from damage all ships, 
oircraft and military and civil property, and to comply with all requirements which 
rnay be imposed by the Commanding General, United States Army Forces, Western 
Pacific, or his authorized representatives. 

3. We heréby di,ect the commanders of all Japanese forces in the Philippine 
hlands to issue at once to all forces under their command to surrender unconclition­
olly themselves and all forces •nder thei r control, as prisoncrs of war, to the near­
cst United States Ar.., Force Commander. 

4. We hereby direct the commanders of all Japanese forces in the Philippine 
lslands to surrender intact and in good order to the nearest United Stotes Army 
Force Commander, at times and at places directed by him, all equipment and sup­
plies of whote,er nature under their control. 

S. We hereby direct the commanders of all Jopanese forces in the Philippine 
lslonds at once to liberate all Allied prisoners of war and civilian internees undcr 
their control, and to provide for their protection, care, maintenance ond immediote 
tronsportation to places as directed by the nearest United Stotes Army Force 
Commonder. 



6. We her~by undertakc to transmit the directives as given in Paragrophs 1 
through 5, obove, to oll Joponese forces in the Philippine lslonds immecfiotely by 

oil meons within our power, and further to furnish to the Commanding General, 
Unitcd Stotes Army Forces, Weste;n Pocific, oll necessary Joponese emissories 
fully cmpowered to bring obout the surrender of Joponese forces in the Philippinc 

lslonds with whom we ore not in contoct. 

7. We hereby undertoke to furnish immediotely t o the Commonding General, 

United Stotes Army Forces, Western Pocific, o stotement of the dcsignotion, num­

ber;, locotion ond commonders of ali Jopanese armed forces, ground, seo or air, in 

the Philippine lslonds. 

8. We hcreby undertake faithfully to obey ali furthcr praclomotion, orders ond 
directives deemed by thc Commonding General, Unitcd Stotes Army Forces, West­

ern Pacific, to be proper to effectuote this surrender. 

Signed ot Comp John Hoy, Baguio, Mountoin Province, Luzon, Philippine lslonc!s, 

al ltlO hours 3 September 1945: 

-%- .U#,~-f' l¡/1~ ~. 
TOMOYUKl Y MASHITA, 
General, Imperial Joponese Army 

Highest Commonder, Imperial 

Joponesc Ariny in the Philippines. 

~OwJ..:. 
DENHICI OKOCHI, 
Vice Admirol, Imperial Joponese Novy 

Highest Commonder, Impe rial 
Japoncse Novy in the Philippincs. 

By cammand of and in beholf 

of the Joponese Imperial 

General Headquorters 

Acccpted ot Comp John Hoy, Baguio, Mountain Province, Luzon 

Philippine lslonds, ot l'Z.10 hours '.3 September 19'5: 

For the Commander-in-Chief, United States Arrny Forces, Pacific: 

t.:~~ 
Mojor General, USA 
Deputy Commander, United Stotes Army Forces, 

Western Pocific. 
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Surrender in Korea 

Seoul, Korea, September 9, 1945. 

Six days after the surrender in the 
Philippines, Gen. John R. Hodge, 
Commanding General of the U. S. 
Army Forces in Korea, together with 
Adm. Thomas C. Kinkaid of the U. S. 
Navy signed another formal surrender 
document, at Seou 1, Korea. The docu­
ment, couched in elaborate language 
but typed on standard military note­
paper, was entitled "Formal Surrender 
by the Senior Japanese Ground, Sea, 
Air and Auxiliary Forces Command­
ers Within Korea South of 38º North 
Latitude to the Commanding General , 
United States Army Forces in Korea, 
for and in Behéilf of Commander-in­
Chief United States Army Forces, 
Pacific." 
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Planners in the U. S. War Depart­
ment had selected the 38th Parallel 
asan arbitrary dividing line, with the 
Americans accepting the surrender 
of Japanese forces to the south of it 
and Soviet representatives carrying 
out the same responsibility to the 
north. 

For the Japanese, the document 
was signed by U. Gen. Yoshio Sozuki, 
senior commander of ali Japanese 
ground and air forces in the region, 
and Adm. Gisaburo Yamaguchi, who 
had similar responsibilities for naval 
forces. Beneath their signatures was 
affixed that of Nobuyuki Abe, Gov­
ernor General of Japanese-occupied 
Korea, who pledged himself to carry 
out the instructions of the Command­
ing General of the U. S. Army Forces 
in Korea. 



UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA 
HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS 

OFF!CE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
APO 235, e/o POSTMA.STER 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAlJFORNIA 

FORMAL SURRE!!DER BY Tl!E S:ENIOR JAPANESE GROUJ-ID, 
S&A, Affi AflD AUXILIAilY FOi!CES COl!MANDEnS WIT'dIN 
KDREA SOtml OF 38º NOnTH LATITUDE TO THE COU­
lr!AN:>n!G ~L, UNTI'ED STAT3S A.r:a!Y FORCES lN 
KOl1Ell, FOR AND Ill mIALF OF C~.lwANDER-IN-CHIEF 

UNTI'ED STATES ARl.!Y FORCES, PACIFIC 

WHEREAS an Instrument oí Surrender was on the 2d dq of 
Scptembor 1945 by comund oí and in behall o! the :Einperor o! 
Japan, the Japanese OoverrD!mt and the Japanese Imper:i.a.l Head­
quarters signed by' Foreign 1,anister Mamoru Shigsrl.tsu by ccm­
mand of and in behalf oí the l!mparor oí Japan, the Japanese 
Government and by Yoshijiro lheau by' cc:rmnand o! and in behall 
of the Japanese Ilnperial Headqu.arters and 

WHEREAB the tenne of the Instl"\llll!nt of Surrendar were 
substantially as íol.lmra: 

"l. We, actfag by comcand or and 1n behalf oí the 
&!peror of Japan, the Japanese Goverrment and the Japanese 
Imperial General Headqu.art.ers, hereby accept:. the praviaions 
in the decl.aration iasued by the bNda o! the gowez la!.16atts oí 
the United 3tates, China and Great Britain 26 J~ 1945 at 
Potsdan, and subsequent~ adhered to by thl Union oí the 
Soviet Socialist Republics, which four i-rs are herea.fter 
rei'erred to aa the Allied Pl:Jwan. 

"2. We hereby procl.ahi the uncondition&l surrender to 
the Allied ~s of the JapAneN Jmperi.&l. General Heaa:¡uarters 
and of all Japanese armed forces and all anned forces under 
Japanese control whar9"lr situated. 

"3. We henby ca!ll'.lB.nd all Japanese forces wherever situ­
ated and the Jap.nese peopla to cease hostilities forthwith, 
to preserve and save trom ~ &11 shipe, air cra.tts, and 
milltacy and c1Til propert7 and to ca:ip~ 1'ith ali require­
ments wh:ich ma;v- be imposed by the Suprema Caamander for tlw 
Allied. Pawers or by agencies oí the Japanese Goverment at 
lús direction. 

114. We hereby camtllllld the Japenese Imperial General 
Headquartera to uaue at once ordara to the eOElll&Dders o! &l.l 

- 1 -
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA 
HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS 

OFFICE OF TIIE COMMANDINC CE:>;ERAL 
APO 235. du POSTMASTER 

SAN F RANCISCO, CAUFOHNIA 

Japanese forces and a1l forces under Japanese control wherever 
s i tuated to surrender unconditio~ thamselves and a1l forces 
under their control. 

11,. We hereby command a1l civil, military and na.val of­
ficials t o obey and enforce all proclamations, orders and 
direct:i.ves de€(000 by the Suprane C=ander for the Allied 
Pcmers to be proper and to effectuate thi.s surrender and is­
sued by hlm or under !lis authority- and we direct all such 
of.ficials to rem.a1n at their posta and to continua to perform 
their non-combatant dutiea unless apecil'i.caicy relieved by 
iUJII or under hia author ity. 

116. We hereby undertaka for the &nperor, the Japanese 
Governcent and their successors to carry out the Provisions of 
the Potadam Declaration in good faith, and to issue whatever 
or rlers and ta.ka whatevar action may be required by the Supreme 
Carnr.1ander for the Allled Powera or by any other designated 
nepreaentative of the Allied POW81'8 for the purpoee of giving 
ef.fect t o that declaration. 

"7. We hereby ccmuand the Japanese Imper:1.al Government 
and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters at once to 
l iberate ali Allied Prisoners of \far and civil.ian internees 
now under Japanese control and to provide for their protection, 
ca.re , mainten.ance and :immediate transportation to places aa 
d.irected. 

"8. The authority of the lbperor and the Japanese Govern­
ment to rule the state ah&ll be subject to the Suprt!lll8 Camnandar 
for the Allled ~ who will taJGe such stepe as he de6m.s proper 
t o aff ectuate these tatt!B of surrender" and 

WHEREAS the tenns o.f surrender ffllre, on the 2d da¡r of Sep­
tember 1945 as given by the United States, the Republic of 
China., t he United Kingdcm, the Union of Soviet Soci.al.ist Re­
publica and other allied pcmers, accepted by the Imperial 
Japanese Govarncent, and 

í1HEIIBAS on t he 2d day of September 1945 the Imperial. 
General !!eadquarters by direction of the ~peror has ordarod 
all its cor:unanders in Japan and abroad to cause the Japanese 
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA 
HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS 

Ot FICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
APO 235, e/o POSThlASTER 

SAN FRANCIS<.:O, CALIFORNIA 

Arined Forcea and JapaneN oontroll.ed .rarees Ulldm' theh- oan­
mand to ceaae hostilities at once, to l.a¡y dawn theü' arms and 
remain in their present looations and to surrendi.- uru::oadition­
ally to ocmnaooers acting on blMlall' of tbe United St.ates, tbe 
Republic of China, the thúted Kingdan.1 the Britiah Bmpire and 
the Uni.on of Soviet Soo1alist Repabl.ice, and 

WHERBA8 the I:8per1a.l ClalwNd. Headqu.artere, its eenior can­
mazidc-s and all ground, sea, air and auxillJlry rore .. in tbe 
main isl.ands of Japan, minor islands adjacent thereto, Kore& 
eouth of 38° north latitud.e and the Philippines were directed 
t o sUITeDder to the Camn.ander-in-Chie! of the United Statee 
Arrq Forces, Pacii'ic and 

lJHEREAS the Cam:umder-in-Chier of the United States Arr,q 
forces, P!lcil'ic has appointed tbe Comnanding General, XXIV 
Corps as the Camnanding General., United States Arr,q Forcea in 
Korea, and has d:irected him as sucb to act for the CC"lllll8lldar­
in-Chief United States knt:{ Forces, Pecific in the recepti.on of 
the surrender of the senior Japanese cOllllll8Dd.era ot &1l Jap1J1118Se 
grouml, sea, ah- and auxi.:Liary forcea in Korea south of 38º 
nartt, latitude and ali i8lands adj~ thereto. No.- there:tore 

lfe, the under81gned, senior Japanese ccmnanders of alJ. 
Japanese ground, sea, ah- and auxil.iary forces in Y.orea south 
of 38º north latitude, do hereby acknolrledge: 

a. That 118 have been d~ adv1.sed and ~ info111111d of 
the contenta of the Proclamation by tbe Emperor of Japan, the 
Instr\mient of Surre!'ld9.r and tbe arders hereinabove referred to. 

b. That '11'8 accept our duti.es and obllgations undsr sa:i.d 
instruncrts and orders and recognize the necessity for our 
strict comp)1aree therelrith and adhaNinoe thereto. 

c. That the C<lmlAlld:lng General, United Stetea Arr,q Forces 
in Korea, is the duJy authorilled reprNentative of the CcmnADder­
in-Chief Urrl.ted States Arrq Forces, Pacific and that ,re will. 
canpletely and 1-di.ne~ carry out and put; into effect hi.e 
inetructions. 

Final.l,y, 119 do hsnby .ronially and unconditionally sur­
render to tbe Canrnanding General, United Stat.s Arr,q Forcea in 

- 3 -
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA 
HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
APO 235, e/o POSTMASTER 

S.\:'I FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Korea, a1l persona in Korea aouth or 38 degrees North Latitude 
who are in the Armed Forces of Japan, ad ali militaey ~ 
t:Lom, ordnance, ahi.pa, aircraft and other millta.ry equipn,errt¡ 
or property of every ki.nd or descript:l.on in Korea, inoluding 
ali i.alands adjacent thereto, south of 30 degrees North latitud& 
ovar whioh" axerciae jurisdietian or control. 

In case of confliat or amb~ty between the Engllsh te,;;t; 
of this documerrt. and aey translation tbareof, the Ecgl.iBh ahall 
prevai].. 

Signed at SIDUL, KOREA, at / I' Ó boura on the 9th dq of 
September 1945. 

Senior Japanese camííaiíder o? all 
Japanese ground and air forces 
in Korea aouth ot 38º north 
latitud.e. I ¡; • . . 

i;J,, 11- ;f,,,. V , 1 
&mior Japanese camnander of all 
Japanese naval forces in Korea 
eouth ot 38º north l.atitude. 

I, Nobuyuki Abe, the duly appointed, qualified and acting 
Oovernor General. of KOREA do hecreby oertify that I hav9 read 
and ~ under3tand the contenta of the foregoing Inatrument; 
of Surrendar, and of a1l doc1.1119nta referred to therein. 

I hereby acknO!rledge the dutie.9 and obligations imposed 
upon me by said documsnts, i.naofar as they ápply to all 
matters rlthin iey juriadiction or control as Oovernor General 
of Korea, and recogniae the neoesaity of my atrict compll.ance. 
ther81fith and adhe.reDce the:reto. 
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA 
HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
.\l'O 235, e/o POSTMASTER 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

:!n particular do I recogn;ize that the CcwmmcUng Genlmll.• 
,n1 ~:·E1J Si'ATES Aill:Y FORCF.S lN KORFA is the d~ a.rthariaed Np­
resentativa or t.he Ca:imandar-UK:hief• UNlTl!:D STATF.S Ama 
··.JP.t:s.-:i , : •1\Gl:Hc. and that I 111!1 complete~ and ~ to 

,;,'UT'J o'.,t and put into effect his instructions. 

;;i.gnad at. SEOUL, KOREA, a~ / 6 / 0 hours Oll tbe 9th dq ~ 
:.e¡:,tember l9L;,. 

?;;] ~i\ ft ff 
(Govarnor mol ilbidU.j 

.1cc3¡Jted clt S'EX>UL, KúHEA • at / 610houre on the 9th d.ar¡y­
'~ .,,:,pte:nbe:- · 9}¡:' for and 1n behalf of tbe Comnand-:ln-Chi.ei' 

· ::P. Un:1.-t,'). ·. 3tates ·~ Forcea. Pacit'i.c • 

. 
/ utenant General• u. s. Anv 

/ / Cam:ianding General 
//uidted States Anq- Forces 1n ~ 

J 
:¡~,g~ 

T. e. tíNKAID 
Admiral, u. s. Nayy 

!l.e¡:,ressntative of tbe United States Nll"f7 

- s -
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Surrender in Singapore 

September 12, 1945. 

There were many separate Japanese 
surrender documents ali told, reflect­
ing the far-flung nature of the Far 
Eastern battlefields. These other in­
struments included documents ac­
cepting the surrender of the Mari­
anas, the Ryukyus, Wake, and Truk. 
Of particular significance, however, 
is the Japanese capitulation in South­
east Asia, which took place in Singa­
pore on September 12. The site was 
symbolic, as the fall of Singapore to 
the Japanese in 1942 had been a 
severe blow to the Allied cause. The 
surrender document was formal ly 
entitled "lnstrument of Surrender of 
Japanese Forces under the Com­
mand or Control of the Supreme Com­
mande r, Japanese Expeditionary 
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Forces, Southern Regions, Within the 
Operational Theatre of the Supreme 
Allied Commander, South East Asia." 

The use of the British spelling, 
"theatre," and the recording of the 
time of signing as "0341 hours 
(G.M.T.)" serve as a reminder that the 
Supreme Allied Commander in the 
region was Lord Louis Mountbatten, 
a distinguished figure in British mili­
tary campaigns and later in his coun­
try's diplomacy. 

Because Field Marshal Count 
Juichi Terauchi, Supreme Com­
mander, Japanese Expeditionary 
Forces, Southern Regions, was too ill 
to appear, General Seishiro ltagaki, 
Commander at Singapore and Deputy 
Commander in Southeast Asia, sur­
rendered Terauchi's sword to Lord 
Mountbatten. 



1,sTKU>.II ,'T or &L' RR I s Or R or J \J".\Nl:.S[ FORCI S UNDER 
nn: t.:O \U,t ' 'º OR CON TROL OF nu_ ~tl·HF ME:COMJ.tANOl:R., 
J \P \ 'l.$1 f Xl'EDll lOS,\ fO ' f O MCI ~ SOUTl-i f:RN tU-CIONS, 
~ 'll HJN Tlt l 0 ... 1 MATION\L T llf \TRF. Of 1 Hr SUl ' Mít.tr 

ALI.JCD COlt'1 A'lOrR. SOl º f ll f AST AS I \ 

l . I• pul'N•..c• ol -J ia c-plia ... C' w;tJ.: 

( •) dw IH.tf..._.. al S11u-dcr •'l'M'd by 1lw J..,.. ... _. plnii~rmtiu6" b,, cw.un .. .d 
..d o. lwU ol 1lw E.p.,,or ol J•pMt, dw J•p.wec ~ t. a.d tM 
J•...-,.e J.,.w,ul C-eta.l H.....dqu..1,1c-u .._ Tol)o oa 2 Srpwd,ort, 19"'S ; 

(6J C.-,.J O,Jc, So. 1. pt-'s,1nl ,d 1h,r ~ ~ir ...d • 1M .._ cl,1t ; 

fe) dw l .oc,l ,\11---' ..deby 1iw-S..,.nM C.O-• ..dtr. J,r-nr. f&f'C'CL1to ... ,y 
.. DICN~ So.t,iwfa Rq~ w11h t hc Sup,.._ AU1cd <.:oe..1..dC't, ~outl. E.. 
AIM •• M • ..- o.11 A-. ..... 194S : 

to •• J wb.c-h IU:r99NI el s .ntlMkf'. C..a.l O ,dct • .d l...oul Art~ 1hi, J'ftWDI 
l•n .. H1 11 <-rl~t•f)' tod WIÑci. " • N '4"•J .. S-,-dn, ~ s.,,,- c-..,lt(k1', 
J-,.-nc- E•:,,«111 .... ,., Fwcn. ~...,._ R..-, (f ttkl M,ttl.,I Cou.t 1 C'rtl.ldu) do,-4 J..erCO, 
,.nnclir, • .co.clio-..u,. lO lM 5:•r,t• ~ Allllf'd ( ~ •• ckr. 50111I, E.• A•· (Ac!-. .. J 1 bit 
L.d i...... M-1b.11-) l.i..C'V .ad JI J..-- w, l'o..d. air aad ....iliary f0<cir:1 .. de,, 
li. ,......,d « coalrol ...t -- lk opnatiaa.J tAc-.. ,e ol lM S.We.c Al.d <:o.n ... ckt". 
s-1, E,,o A..._ 

S. ' lh • lfflraw.01 i, clr.w" •r ¡,. ,he E.1litl. 1.,..,.,re:, •hK'll it 11,t o.Ir "nhn.1K': •••ion. 
la.,.,. e•• ol doa'1t" 'º '"'"•"º" (H' mc••1•1. 1hC'd«i.;.,. ol 1hc- S..rreffle Alltc-d C""" -du. 
S-.h E..• A ,i.. " ,,..l. h ¡:, thc- f'e-po,mh,li11 of 1hc Supre:ffl<'. Gwn.,,.(I«. j ,paKtiC 
üprd,1ioa.u)' Fo,c-c:1., Sollthcra kqtoe.,. lo ...le ,-ch ttHtl,1ioa n,10 j,ptnnc u he m,y 
IC"q9Ut'. 

t!~!!~!~~ 
J \P,\~[5[ LXPr 01 n o-.: ,~r:-~ .JRJ~ 

SOL' H llllN RECIONS. 

SL't'HI ME A LLl[O COM"ANDER. 
SOUTH E,\ST A SIA. 
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Epilogue 

These surrender documents marked 
the formal end to a global confl ict that 
began in Europe in 1939 and ended 
far away on the great rim of the Pa­
cific Basin. The conflict had been 
enormously costly in terms of lives 
lost, injuries, war damage, prisoners 
of war, and the d isruption of national 
economies and many other areas of 
national and international life among 

1 

peoples of differing races, cultures, 
and political systems. The next quar­
ter of a century, although it did not 
witness further use of the ultimate 
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weaponry made possible by the har­
nessing of the atom, was nevertheless 
not free of renewed confl ict in the 
areas covered by several of the sur­
render documents. Civil war raged in 
the Philippines. A bitter conflict oc­
curred in a divided Korea. A larger 
tragedy took place in Southeast Asia. 
Al I of these confl icts had sorne of 
their roots in the military collapse of 
Japan and in the pressures exerted 
by Asian nationalism and by Com­
munism to remake the political map 
of the reg ion. 
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