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Preface

The documents reproduced in this
booklet are part of the Federal Gov-
ermmment’'s permanently valuable rec-
ords administered by the National
Archives and Records Service of the
General Services Administration.
These archival holdings date from
the days of the First Continental Con-
gress and consist of the basic rec-
ords of the legislative, judicial, and
executive branches of our govern-
ment. From time to time, we reproduce
various documents in a publication
aimed at reaching a much wider au-
dience than would normally consult
the records for research or use in the
ordinary processes of government.
This publication is the successor to
the 1945 booklet The End of the War
in the Pacific: Surrender Documents
in Facsimile. It attempts to present its
material in a more objective manner

than the earlier work, which was writ-
ten when the memory of the attack on
Pearl Harbor was still fresh in mind
and the war criminals were still un-
punished. The passage of more than
30 years, however, only heightens the
importance of the surrender docu-
ments, which remain among the most
significant records of the 20th century.
They range from simple paragraphs
in English typed on standard military
notepaper to elaborately lettered
Japanese credentials affixed with the
great seal of a defeated Emperor.

The text was written by Richard
Herbert. It was edited by Richard
Hall; Robert W. Krauskopf served
as consultant.

JAMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States






Japan Surrenders
Legends for documents:

Page
Potsdam Proclamation (Declara-
tion) (Each page of original
document 8% by 11%e inches) 8

Foreign Minister Shigemitsu's
credentials (Original document
12V2 by 182 inches) 19

Translation of Foreign Minister
Shigemitsu's credentials (Each
page of original document
9%s by 13% inches) 20

General Umezu's credentials
(Original document 12V2 by
18142 inches) 21

Translation of General Umezu's
credentials (Each page of
original document 9% by
18%4 inches) 22

Instrument of surrender signed at
Tokyo Bay (Each page of
original document 15%2 by
22V inches) 26

Emperor Hirohito's rescript,
page 1 (Original document
1134 by 16Y2 inches)

Emperor Hirohito's rescript,
page 2 (Original document
11%4 by 16Y2 inches)

Translation of Emperor Hirohito's
rescript (Each page of original
document 9% by 13V inches)

Instrument of surrender of Japa-
nese forces in the Philippines
(Each page of original docu-
ment 9% by 15 inches)

Instrument of surrender of Japa-
nese forces in Southern Korea
(Each page of original docu-
ment 8 by 10%2 inches)

Instrument of surrender of Japa-
nese forces in Southeast Asia
(Original document 8%z by
142 inches)

28

29

30

32

35

41
XI






Introduction:

The Background of the Surrender

Diplomatic and military events moved
speedily and dramatically during the
months leading up to the Japanese
surrender. The road back from the
U. S. defeat at Pearl Harbor, however,
had been a long and difficult one. On
the diplomatic front, Allied leaders
had conferred periodically at loca-
tions ranging from Washington, D.C.,
and Quebec, Canada, to Casablanca
and Cairo in North Africa, Tehran in
Iran, and Moscow, the Soviet capital.
The surrender of both Nazi Germany
and Japan were major items on the
agenda, as were discussions of the
relative disposition of Allied war
power between the European and
Pacific theaters of operations.

As in Europe, the tides of war
ebbed and flowed on the battlefields
of the Pacific until Allied forces be-
gan the long drive toward the island
heartland of the Japanese Empire.

Major landmarks in this process in-
cluded the following:
December 7, 1941.

The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor,
then the base of 70 U. S. warships, 24
auxiliary vessels, and about 300
planes. Four battleships are sunk, 140
aircraft destroyed, and 2,330 service
personnel killed and 1,145 wounded.
Clark and Iba airfields in the Philip-
pines are also attacked on the same
day (December 8 by local time).
December 22, 1941.

A three weeks' conference code-
named “Arcadia” opens in Washing-
ton, D.C,, and is attended by British
leader Winston S. Churchill, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and their advi-
sors. It emphasizes the "“Europe first"
strategic principle; on January 1,
1942, the Declaration of the United
Nations is issued as a statement of
Allied war aims.




January 2, 1942,
Manila, capital of the Philippines,
falls to the Japanese.

February 15, 1942,

The 90,000-strong British, Austra-
lian, and Indian garrison at Singapore
surrenders to the Japanese.

February 27, 1942.

Allied attempts to halt a Japanese
invasion fleet fail in the 7-hour Battle
of the Java Sea, and on March 9 the
20,000 Allied troops in Java sur-
render.

January 7-April 9, 1942,

The battle for the Bataan Peninsula
in the Philippines ends with an Allied
surrender.

May 5-8, 1942.

A Japanese naval force is defeated

at the Battle of the Coral Sea.

June 3-6, 1942.

American forces sink four Japanese
heavy carriers during the Battle of
Midway, the turning point in the Pa-
cific war.

August 7, 1942-February 7, 1943.
Guadalcanal becomes the first
major Allied offensive in the Pacific.

Mid-January 1943.

Roosevelt, Churchill, and their ad-
visors meet at Casablanca. Roosevelt
publicly announces a demand for the
“unconditional surrender” of Ger-
many, Italy, and Japan.

March 2-4, 1943.

The Japanese lose 8 transports, 4
destroyers, and 6,000 troops in the
Battle of the Bismarck Sea.




May 11, 1943.

U.S. troops invade Attu in the Aleu-
tian Islands and inflict heavy casual-
ties on the Japanese defenders in
three weeks of fighting.

Mid-May 1943.

Roosevelt, Churchill, and their ad-
visors meet at the Washington, D.C.,
conference code-named “Trident.”
The ambitious strategic plans made
at Casablanca for the Pacific are
modified.

Mid-August 1943.

At the Anglo-U. S. Quebec confer-
ence code-named “Quadrant,” it is
decided that a new Southeast Asian
theater of war should be organized
under British command.

November 20-23, 1943.
American forces in a major am-
phibious operation attack and occupy

Tarawa and Makin Islands in the
Gilberts.

November 22-27, 1943.

Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Chi-
nese leader Chiang Kai-shek meet in
Cairo in a conference, “Sextant,” to
discuss the strategic offensive in
Buma. On December 1 the confer-
ence declares that Japan must give
up all Pacific islands acquired since
1914 and all other territories “taken
by violence and greed.”

November 28-December 1, 1943.

At the “Eureka” conference held at
Tehran, Roosevelt and Churchill meet
with the Soviet leader Stalin, who
promises that his country will eventu-
ally intervene against Japan in the
Far East.




May-June 1944.

British and Indian forces repulse
the Japanese in heavy fighting at the
Battle of Imphal-Kohima and clear the
way for an Allied advance into Burma.

June 15-July 7, 1944,

American forces assault the Ja-
panese-held island of Saipan, in the
Marianas, and overcome resistance
after bitter fighting.

June 19, 1944,

About 350 Japanese planes are
shot down in the Battle of the Philip-
pine Sea.

September 11-16, 1944.

Churchill and Roosevelt meet at a
second Quebec conference, "Octa-
gon,” and Roosevelt reveals plans for
an offensive in the Philippines to be
led by General MacArthur.

October 9-20, 1944.

Churchill, Stalin, and W. Averell
Harriman, U.S. Ambassador to the
Soviet Union, meet at Moscow. The
scale of eventual Soviet participation
in the war against Japan is discussed.

September 15-November 27, 1944.

The offensive in the central Pacific
results in a victory for the Allies in the
Battle of the Palau Islands.

October 20, 1944,

The U.S. 6th Army lands on Leyte,
fulfilling MacArthur's promise to re-
turn to the Philippines.

October 23-25, 1944.

In the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the
Japanese are defeated in the greatest
naval confrontation of the war. The
Japanese were now employing sui-
cidal kamikaze tactics in which pilots



crashed their planes, loaded with
high explosives, into Allied ships.
(Kamikaze means "Divine Wind" and
refers to the legendary wind that blew
in 1281 AD. at the behest of the sun
goddess Amaterasu, thus turning
back the invasion fleet of the Em-
peror Kublai Khan on its way to in-
vade Japan.)

February 4-11, 1945.

Roosevelt's last meeting with Stalin
and Churchill takes place at Yalta in
the Crimea. Stalin agrees to intervene
against Japan within three months of
the expected German surrender.

February 19, 1945.

U.S. marines land on the heavily
defended island of lwo Jima, finally
securing it on March 16, when the
U. S. flag is raised atop Mt. Suribachi.

March 3, 1945.
Manila falls to the Americans.

March 9-10, 1945.

Low-level incendiary bombing at
night destroys a quarter of Tokyo's
buildings, kills over 80,000 people,
and leaves more than one million
people homeless.

April 1, 1945.

Some 60,000 U.S. troops invade
Okinawa.
April 6-May 8, 1945.

In Europe, Berlin is captured after
a long siege. Adolf Hitler commits
suicide on April 30; on May 4, at
Lueneberg Heath, German troops in
Belgium, the Netherlands, and north-
ern Germany are surrendered; on
May 7, at Reims, the unconditional
surrender of all German military
forces is signed, to become effective
at 11:01 p.m. the following day; on
May 8, at Berlin, the formal instrument
of unconditional German surrender is
signed.




Demand for Japanese Surrender

With the surrender of Nazi Germany,
the Allied leaders were able to con-
centrate their attention on Japan.
From July 17 to August 2, 1945, the
last Allied conference of World War I,
appropriately code-named “Termi-
nal," was held at Potsdam, near the
shattered ruins of Berlin. It was at-
tended by President Harry S. Truman,
the successor to Roosevelt, who had
died on April 12, and by Secretary of
State James F. Brynes; by Winston S.
Churchill and Anthony Eden and, fol-
lowing the British general election,
by Clement Attlee and Emest Bevin;
and by Josef Stalin and Vyacheslav
M. Molotov. A new light was shed on
the discussions concemning Japan
by the news that on July 16 an atomic
bomb had been tested in the desert
at Almagordo, N.M. The question now
arose as to whether an invasion of
Japan itself would be necessary. Al-
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ready, from the firmly established
base on Okinawa, Allied planes flew
virtually unchallenged on bombing
missions while the American fleet
could steam within sight of Japan's
most important cities to shell them
almost at will. But, while Japan's air
force was destroyed and her fleet
annihilated, she still had millions of
troops in the field and still possessed
a considerable empire. Further, there
was clearly a grim determination on
the part of the Japanese people, in
keeping with their cultural traditions,
to defend their homeland and pre-
serve the status of Emperor Hirohito.

Therefore, on July 26, 1945, the
Potsdam Proclamation, later called
a Declaration, was issued by “The
Heads of Government: United States,
China, and the United Kingdom.”
Chiang Kai-shek's approval had been
obtained by radio and the Proclama-




tion was issued pending a Soviet
declaration of war on Japan. The
document concluded:

We call upon the Government of
Japan to proclaim now the un-
conditional surrender of all the
Japanese armed forces, and to
provide proper and adequate as-
surances of their good faith in
such action. The alternative for
Japan is complete and utter de-
struction,

The copy of the Declaration in the
National Archives of the United States
is a reproduction on wartime quality |
paper. This copy belonged to Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman, who wrote in
the signatures of the other heads of
state himself.



PEOCLAMATION

DY THE Hi i€ OF GOVFFIMINITS,

UNITED SPATEG, CHIVE SO TH™ ONITTD XIRGDOM

(1) ™e, ths Precirent of the United Stutes, the President of the
Mational Govermant of trs Fo,.ullic of Chins ind the Prine Minicter of
Grect Britain, reresentin the hundreds of nillions of our countrymen,
heve conferred and agree that Joen shall be given an opportunity to
end this war.

(2) Tke prodiiious lend, sea £nd air forces of the United States,
the Britich Em,ire ani of China, many times reintorced ly their ammies
end alr floets from ths vost are :oised to strike the finzl blows v.on
Ju-wn, Thizc milit_ry pewer is sustrined end ins_ired by the determination
of all tha fllied n tioue to jrosecute the wur apeinst Je wn until she
coasos to resist.

(3) fke result of thu futile nnd senselues Germun recistuncs to
the mi ht of thke eéroused fres pecilus of thu vorid sitcnds forta in
arful clerity i ik ex'n;le to the jeople of Jasen. The pi bt thet
ro converyss an Jepen is immecsurably srecter than thet rhich, when
2.plicd to the reuisting Hozis, neccesarily ledid woste to the linds,
the industrn cpd the mothod of life of tho whele German jvojle. The
full e, listion of cur milit.ry oer, backed by our resolve, nill
nuon the inovitible :nd complete doitruetion of the Jujcnese crmed
forcos wnd just as incvit bl th. uttur derastrtion of the Jr wmeso

honelind,

UNCLASSIFIED

Full text prinied in “Foreien
Relations of the United Stztes
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(&) Tho time hes cose for Japun to cocids whekhcr che vIFl eon—
tinue ty be eantrolle. by thosc self-nilles militiiotic cavissrs
whane unintei!igint coleuletions hcve brougnt the bmpire of Jzuen to
the thrueshole ofannitils iioa, or cnelher she will follsu the o th of
Torsan.

(5) , Falloving cre sur torme. e vill not devli e Crom them.
There &Pe 0o viternstives. e soull broog no celny.

(6) There muct be ciiminiiou for all time the suthority and

influence of those who have Ceceiveu znd misied the people of Jupan
int, cmberking on world con uest, for ve insist thet a new order of »cace,
security ana justice will be impossiblc until irresponsible
militarism is driven from the world.

(7) Until such a pew orucr iz ecstablished gpd until there is
convincing proof thit Jepen's war-meiking power is westroyed, pointa
in Jepunese territory to be cesignutea by the sllizs shall be
occupiec to sccure the tchievement of the busic objectiv es we are hers
si.tting forth.

(8) The terms of the Ceirs Leelnrition shill be eurrica out
end Joxnwie sovereigniy sh:ll be limitec tu the islinos of Honshu,
Bog¥kedian, fyushu, ohizocu enc such miosr islends : s we deturmine.

(9) The Jupenese militory forces, nftur being completely die—
trmed, sholil be permitte. to roturn to their homes (ith the opportun-

ity tu lud 2.rceful cnd urouuctive lives.

(10) i< &2 not intenc thut the Jeprncse shell be encslived os -
rece or cestrayed os ni tin, but sturn justice shull be metec ~ut
ts.rll wir crimminzls, including th:ose who have visiteo crucliies
upon sur orisoners. The Joocnese pavernment shell remsve #1) sbstacles

te the reviv lupg strengthing of d emocrotic tencencies smong
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tre Ja,anesc ecplo. Freodom of speuch, of relicion, and of thouwght,
ac well es recowet for the fundinental human rights chell bu ectablished,

(11) Jcpen shell be permitt xd to = intain such industrics as will
sustain hor veanomy and permit the excetion of just reretions in
kiad, but not those industrics vhich would ¢pable her to rv-arm for war.
To thic ord, access to, as distintuishod from ccatrol ofjrtw meturinls
sh21l bo pernittod. Tvonturl Jepomesc pertiolition in world tride
rolctions shall bo jornitted,

(12) Thu occuying forces of thu Allies sholl bo withdrown from
Japun us soon 18 theose ob,uctivos hovo boen cccom, litbed nd thoro hos
boun ustabllshyd in cecordanco with tho fro .y oxyrossod +ill of the
Ji.pineso peopla e puacofully inclined and res_onsiblo rovurnment.

{13) "™ canil upon tho Governwnt of Ja,un to osroolcin nmow the
uncondition:l surronder of ell tho Jaamnosc arnod forcos, tnd to provido
propor nnd adoquote assurancos of thuir good faith in such cetion. The
altornctive for Joon i3 ,rompt cond utter destruction.

POTSDIM
July 26, 1945




Steps Leading to Surrender

Following the Potsdam conference,
events moved swiftly and with terrible
conseqguences. On August 6, 1945, at
2:45 AM. by the watches of its crew,
the B-29 Enola Gay took off from its
base at Tinian. It carried an atomic
bomb. Dawn over Japan was rela-
tively clear; instructions from Wash-
ington had been to make a bombing
mission on the first clear day in Au-
gust. At 8:15AM. (7:15 PM. August 5,
Washington, D.C., time), the bomb
was dropped on the industrial city of
Hiroshima, base of the 2d Japanese
Army. There was a dreadful, blinding
explosion over the heart of the city.
At least 70,000 persons were killed
and many more were maimed by
lingering diseases caused by ex-
posure to radioactivity.

In Washington, prepared state-
ments were released to the press. The
one issued over President Truman's

name, revealing the power of the
atomic bomb to the world, stated that
the atomic bomb "is a harnessing of
the basic power of the universe. The
force from which the sun draws its
power has been loosed against those
who brought war to the Far East.” The
statement concluded:
It was to spare the Japanese
people from utter destruction that
the ultimatum of July 26 was is-
sued at Potsdam. Their leaders
promptly rejected that ultimatum.
If they do not now accept our
terms, they may expect a rain of
ruin from the air, the like of which
has never been seen on this
earth. Behind this air attack will
follow sea and land forces in
such numbers and power as they
have not yet seen, and with the
fighting skill of which they are
already well aware.
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Until the explosion at Hiroshima,
the Japanese had not been wamed
in any way of the terrible new form of
destruction now threatening them,
although the phrase “complete and
utter destruction” had, of course,
been used in the concluding words of
the Potsdam Declaration. The terms
of the Declaration had been received
over the radio by the Japanese, and a
censored version had been published
in the Japanese press.

The Hiroshima bomb, however,
added a new element to the diplo-
macy leading up to the eventual
Japanese surrender. On the after-
noon of August 7, the Japanese Cabi-
net met and was informed of both the
Truman statement about the bomb
and the extent of the damage to
Hiroshima. The Emperor was told the
following day that more such bombs
would be dropped unless the Pots-
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dam Declaration was accepted. Mili-
tary members of the Supreme War
Direction Council, however, managed
to postpone a meeting of that body.
The delay proved costly. At about
11 AM. on the morning of August 9
(Tokyo time), an atomic bomb was
dropped on the city of Nagasaki.
Another 35-40,000 people perished.

In. Moscow, meanwhile, at 5 PM.
(local time) on the afternoon of Au-
gust 8, Molotov as foreign minister
summoned the Japanese Ambassa-
dor and stated that “the Soviet Gov-
ernment declares that as of tomorrow,
that is, of August 9, the Soviet Union
will consider that it is in a state of war
with Japan.” Soon, forces of the Red
Army were thrusting into Japanese-
occupied Manchuria,

In Tokyo, a long debate was held in
a meeting of the Supreme War Direc-
tion Council that began on the morn-




ing of August 9, Tokyo time. Prime
Minister Adm. Kantaro Suzuki and
Foreign Minister Shigenori Togo rec-
ommended acceptance of the Pots-
dam Declaration, but some military
representatives held out for a pro-
longed struggle, perhaps hoping that
better terms could be achieved if an
Allied invasion force had to suffer
heavy casualties. Finally, at 2 AM.
the following morning, the Prime Min-
ister asked the Emperor himself to
make the decision. (Such an Imperial
pronouncement was known in Japan
as the Voice of the Sacred Crane, be-
cause the cry of the crane could be
heard even if the bird was hidden
from sight in the sky.)

The Emperor then spoke. He rec-
ommended acceptance of the Pots-
dam Declaration with the sole provi-
sion that the prerogatives of the
Emperor as a sovereign ruler not be

prejudiced. The Supreme Council
unanimously approved the decision
before the meeting ended at 4 AM.
on August 10. At 7 AM. the message
of acceptance was sent to the Ameri-
can, Soviet, and British Governments
by the Foreign Office through the
neutral Swiss and Swedish Govern-
ments. It declared that the Japanese
Government was ready to accept the
terms
... issued at Potsdam on July 26
.. . with the understanding that
the said Declaration does not
comprise any demand which
prejudices the prerogatives of
HisMajesty as a Sovereign Ruler.

After discussions in Washington and
among Allied leaders, a reply was
drafted and approved by the Cabinet
and President Truman. It stated:

From the moment of surrender
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the authority of the Emperor and
the Japanese Government to rule
the state shall be subject to the
Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers who will take such
steps as he deems proper to
effectuate the surrender terms.

The Emperor and the Japanese
High Command will be required
to sign the surrender terms nec-
essary to carry out the provisions
of the Potsdam Declaration, to
issue orders to all the armed
forces of Japan to cease hostili-
ties and to surrender their arms,
and to issue such other orders as
the Supreme Commander may
require to give effect to the sur-
render terms.

Immediately upon the surren-
der the Japanese Government
shall transport prisoners of war
and civilian internees to places

of safety, as directed, where they
can quickly be placed aboard
Allied transports.

The ultimate form of govemn-
ment of Japan shall, in accord-
ance with the Potsdam Declara-
tion, be established by the freely
expressed will of the Japanese
people.

The armed forces of the Allied
Powers will remain in Japan until
the purposes set forth in the Pots-
dam Declaration are achieved.

After some delay while Stalin at-
temped unsuccessfully to assume
powers of veto over the selection of
the Allied supreme commander, the
U.S. Government was able by the
morning of August 11, 1945 (Wash-
ington, D. C., time), to send the Allied
response back to the Japanese. The
terms were received in Japan early




in the morning of August 12 (Tokyo
time) via a short wave broadcast
from San Francisco intercepted by
the Japanese Foreign Office.

On August 13 (Tokyo time), how-
ever, successive meetings of the
Supreme War Direction Council and
the Cabinet revealed a continuing
dispute over surrender terms, with
some military elements still holding
out. In Washington, D.C., during the
long wait for a Japanese reply, the
actual instruments of surrender were
drafted and Stalin was informed that
Gen. Douglas MacArthur would be
designated Supreme Commander for
the Allied Powers to “accept, coordi-
nate, and carry into effect the general
surrender of the Japanese Armed
Forces." Stalin assented to this and
named Lt. Gen. Kuzma Derevyanko
as representative of the Soviet
High Command during the surrender

ceremonies.

Finally, on the night of August 14
(Tokyo time), the Japanese reply was
relayed through the Swiss Govern-
ment. It stated:

1. His Majesty the Emperor has is-
sued an Imperial rescript [a per-
sonal proclamation] regarding
Japan's acceptance of the provi-
sions of the Potsdam Declaration.

2. His Majesty the Emperor is pre-
pared to authorize and ensure the
signature by his Government and
the Imperial General Headquarters
of the necessary terms for carrying
out the provisions of the Potsdam
Declaration. His Majesty is also
prepared to issue his commands
to all the military, naval, and air
authorities of Japan and all the
forces under their control wherever
located to cease active operations,
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to surrender amms, and to issue
such other orders as may be re-
quired by the Supreme Command-
er for the Allied Powers for the
execution of the above-mentioned
terms.

Late the same afternoon (Washington,
D. C., time) the American Government
informed its Allies that they regarded
this message as constituting full ac-
ceptance of the Potsdam Declaration.
The Japanese Government was then
instructed to command all forces
everywhere to stop fighting and to
send envoys to General MacArthur in
Manila to discuss arrangements for
the formal surrender.

At noon on August 15, 1945 (Tokyo
time), the Imperial rescript, or procla-
mation of surrender, was broadcast.
An unsuccessful attempt had been
made the previous night by rebellious

16

elements of the Imperial Guard Divi-
sion in Tokyo to seize the recording of
the rescript (a phonograph record) in
order to prevent the broadcast. It was
the first time that a Japanese Emperor
had ever spoken to his subjects.

In Manila that same day, General
MacArthur officially assumed his post
as Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers in charge of carrying
out the surrender and, subsequently,
the occupation and control of Japan.
With all the difficulties of communi-
cation, distance, language, and dif-
fering Allied commitments, it took
several days for the actual fighting
to wind down in the Far East. On
August 20, a revised version of what
became known as General Order No.
1 was given to the Japanese emis-
saries who had gone to Manila to
receive instructions from MacArthur.
Under this order, procedures were

B




set up for ending hostilities through-
out the Pacific and Asia, for signing
the formal surrender papers, and for
initiating the peaceful occupation of
Japan. The formal surrender, to be
held on the morning of September 2,
1945 (Tokyo time), was to be suitably
impressive and dramatic.

President Truman and his advisors
wanted the formal surrender to take
place as close as possible to the
capital of Japan in order to empha-
size the full extent of Japanese ca-
pitulation. It was decreed therefore
that the surrender ceremony should
take place on board the U.S.S. Mis-
souri anchored in Tokyo Bay. The ship
was chosen for fear of demonstrations
or fanatical assassination attempts if
the ceremony were held ashore.
Stalin, in fact, had advised the Ameri-
cans that it would be better to have
the ceremony in Manila. As it was, the

qguarterdeck of the Nation's most
powerful warship provided a suitably
dramatic setting.

Because of the importance of the
Imperial role in Japan, the credentials
of the two official Japanese repre-
sentatives, Foreign Minister Mamoru
Shigemitsu and General Yoshijiro
Umezu, are of particular interest.
Shigemitsu's credentials bear the
signature of Emperor Hirohito and the
countersignature of the Emperor's
cousin, Gen. Prince Higashikuni, who
assumed the office of Prime Minister
in order to emphasize the Imperial
family's support of the surrender—a
factor of great importance to the
Japanese public. Umezu, a full gen-
eral and Chief of the General Staff,
presented credentials bearing the
seal of the empire and the signature
of Emperor Hirohito. Unlike Shige-
mitsu, he countersigned his creden-
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tials himself with the concurrence of
Soemu Toyoda, who was Chief of the
General Staff of the Imperial Japanese
Navy and head of the Overall Naval
Command, the Naval Escorts Com-
mand (Sea Convoy), and Chief of the
Navy General Staff.

The Japanese Government fur-
nished the English translations of the
credentials in plain typescript con-
trasting with the elaborate brushwork
of the Japanese characters in the
originals. The year Sy-owa (Showa)
referred to in the credentials means
“Enlightened Peace." It was the name
Hirohito chose in 1929 to symbolize
his hope for the future of his reign.

18
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HIROHITO,

By the Grace of Heaven, Zmperor of Jepun, oeated on
the Throne occupied by the same Dynasty changeless through
ages cternal,

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Grestiog!

4e do hereby authorise Yoshijiro Umezu, Zyosanai,
First Class of the Imperial Cruer of the Hising Sun, Jecond
Class of the Imperial Military Order of the Golden Eite,
to attach his signature by command and in behalf of
Curselves and Cur Imperial General Headquarters unto the
Instrument of Surrender which is required by the Suprese
Comaander for the Allied Fowers to be signed.

In witpess £, 4o have set Cur signature

and caused the Great Seal of the Zmpire to be affixed,
Given at Our Falace in TOkyo, this first day of the
ninth month of the tweatieth year of Syowa, being the two

thousund

thousand six bundred and fifth year from the iccessicn
of the Zmperor iinmu.

Beal of
the Signed: HIROHITO.

Countersigned: Yoshijiro Unezu
Chief of the General
gtaff of the Imperial
Japanese Army

Goemu Toyoda
Chief of the General
Staff of the Imperial
Japanese Havy
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Iranslation,

BIROCHITG,

By the Grace of Heaven, Emperor of Jaspan, seated on
the Throne occupied by the same Iynasty changeless through
ages eterpal,

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting!

We do hereby authorise Memoru Shigesitsu, Zyosanai,
First Class of the Imperisal Crder of the Risiny Sun to
attach his signature by command and in behalf of Ourselves
and Qur jovernment unto the Instrument of Surrender which
is required by the Suprese Commander for the Allied Powers
to be signsd.

In witness whereof, We have hereunto set Our signature
and caused the Great Seal of the Empire to be affixed.

Given at Cur Falace in TOkyod, this first day of the
ointh month of the twentieth year of Syowa, being the two

tﬂo“m

thousand six hundred and fifth year from the Accession
of the Emperor Zinmu.

Seal of
the Bignedr HIROHITO.
Eapire

Countersigoed: Naruhiko-3
el Prise Minister




The Surrender

The document that the Japanese rep-
resentatives were to sign was the
official Instrument of Surrender, pre-
pared by the War Department in
Washington, D.C., and approved by
President Truman. It sets out in eight
short paragraphs the complete ca-
pitulation of Japan. The opening
words: “We, acting by command of
and in behalf of the Emperor of Ja-
pan” signify the importance attached
to the role of the Emperor by the
Americans who drafted the document.
The short second paragraph goes
straight to the heart of the matter:
“We hereby proclaim the uncondi-
tional surrender to the Allied Powers
of the Japanese Imperial General
Headquarters and of all Japanese
armed forces and all armed forces
under Japanese control wherever
situated.”

That morning, on the deck of the

battleship in Tokyo Bay, the Japanese
envoys stood before General Mac-
Arthur and the other Allied represen-
tatives and wrote their names on the
marked lines on the Instrument of
Surrender. The time was recorded as
four minutes past nine o'clock:

After Shigemitsu and Umezu had
affixed their signatures to the Instru-
ment of Surrender, Gen. Douglas
MacArthur, Commander in the South-
west Pacific and Supreme Com-
mander for the Allied Powers, also
signed. He accepted the Japanese
surrender “for the United States, Re-
public of China, United Kingdom,
and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, and in the interests of the
other United Nations at war with
Japan.”

The Allied representatives who
then signed the documents were all
distinguished military men. Adm.
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Chester W. Nimitz who, as Com-
mander in the Central Pacific, had
headed the largest fighting fleet in
history, signed as the U.S. repre-
sentative. Gen. Hsu Yung-Ch'ang
signed for the Republic of China,
Adm. Sir Bruce A. Fraser for the
United Kingdom, Lt. Gen. Kuzma
Derevyanko for the Soviet Union, Gen.
Sir Thomas Blamey for the Common-
wealth of Australia, Col. L. Moore
Cosgrave for Canada, Gen. Jacques
Le Clerc for France, Adm. C. E. L.
Helfrich for the Netherlands, and Air
Vice Marshal Leonard M. Isitt for New
Zealand.

At General MacArthur's side as he
signed were two distinguished Allied
soldiers who had been prisoners of
war of the Japanese: Lt. Gen. Jona-
than M. Wainwright, captured after
his surrender at Corregidor in 1942,
and Lt. Gen. Arthur E. Percival, British

24

Commander at the time of the fall of
the Singapore garrison, also in 1942.

Following the surrender ceremo-
nies, Col. Bernard Thielen brought
the surrender document and a sec-
ond Imperial rescript back to Wash-
ington, D.C., arriving shortly after 9
P.M. on September 6. The next morn-
ing, Friday, the documents were pre-
sented by Thielen to President Truman
in a formal White House ceremony.
At 11 AM., Wednesday, September
12, following a dignified ceremony
led by General Wainwright, the docu-
ments were exhibited at the National
Archives of the United States. Finally,
on October 1, 1945, they were for-
mally accessioned by the National
Archives.

In order to facilitate the surrender
of Japanese forces in all parts of the
Pacific and the mainland of Asia,
Emperor Hirohito issued his second




rescript, also on September 2. This
document had been dictated to the
Japanese emissaries by General
MacArthur in Manila. The second
rescript called upon all Japanese
military personnel to comply with the
terms of the general Instrument of
Surrender. In order that the full sig-
nificance of the surrender might be
emphasized and a prolonged guerilla
conflict averted, the rescript was
countersigned by Prime Minister
Higashikuni and contained the names
of the entire Japanese Cabinet, em-
phasizing their submission to the
Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers.

The signatures included those of
such prominent politicians as Fumi-
maro Konoe, a member of the Imperial
Family and a former Prime Minister:
Mitsumasa Yonai, Navy minister in
three previous Cabinets and Com-

mander in Chief of the Joint Staff: and
Sadamu Shimomura, former Minister
of War.,
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INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER

e, acting by command of ond in behalf of the Emperor of Japan, the
Joponese Governmen! ond the Japanese Imperial General Headguarters,
hereby accep! the provisions set forlh in the decloration issued by the heads
of the Governmenis of the United States, Chino and Greaot Britain on 26
July 1345 at Potsdom, ond subsequently adhered to by the Union of Soviet
Soclalis! Republics, which four powers are hereafter referred fo as the Allied

Powers,

We hereby proclaim the unconditional surrender to the Allied
Powers of the Joponese Imperiol General! Headguarters and of all
Japanese armed forces and oll ormed forces under Japanese confrol/

wherever situaled.

We hereby command all Jopanese forces wherever situated and
the Japanese people to cease hosltilities forthwith, lo preserve and save
from damage oll ships, aircraft, and military and civil properly and lo
comply with all requirements which may be imposed by the Supreme
Commander for the Allied Fowsrs or by agencies of the Japanese
Governmen! al his direction.

We hereby command the Japanese Imperial General Headgquarters
to issue al once orders fo the Commanders of all Jopanese forces
and all forces under Japanese control wherever situaled to surrender
uncondifionally themselves and all forces under their control.

We hereby command all civil, military and naval officials to
obey and enforce all proclamotions, orders and directives deemed
by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to be proper to
effectuate this surrender and issved by him or under his authority
ond we direct all such officiols fo remain at their poslis and fto

continue to perform their non-combatant duties unless specifically

relieved by him or under his authorily.

We hereby undertoke for the Emperor, Ithe Japanese
Government ond their successors to carry oul the provisions of the
Patsdem Declaration fn good foith, ond to issue whalever crders
and toke whatever action may be required by the Supreme Commaonder
for the Allied Powers or by any other designated representative of
the Allied Powers for the purpose of giving effect to that Declaration.

We hereby commond the Joponese Imperial Government and
the Japanese Imperial General Headguorters at once fo liberate ol
ollied prisoners of war and civilian internees now under Japaonese
contra/ and to provide for their protection, care, mainfenance and

immediaté ftransportation to places as directed,

The authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Governmen! fo
rule the state shall be subject fo the Supreme Commander for the

Aflied Powers who will take such steps as he deems proper fo
effecluate these terms of surrender.
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and the Joponese Governmen!.
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By Commend and in behalf of the Jaopanese
Impenal General Heodguarfers.

, 1945,

Accepted af __TOKYD BAY, JAPAN gy 090X 1
on the SECOND day of. SEPTEMBER 41945,
for the Unifed States, Republic of China, United Kingdom and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and in the interests of the other
United Nations ar war with Jopon,
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Supre omm for the Allied Fowsrs.

(%U.'W; :

United States Reptdsentative

Li— =, 1A
Ae IR \}f-:;
Republic of Chino Represantalive
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Provisionol Government of the French
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D 'on of New Ze Reprosentative
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PREOCLAMATION

Accepting the terms set forth in Declaration lssusd
by the heads of the Gover of the United States, Great
Britain and China on July 26th, 1945 at Fotadam and subse-
quently adbered to by the Union of Soviet Socialist Hepublics,
We have ded the J Isperial t and the
Japansse Imperial Gensral Headquarters to sign on Cur behalf
the Instrument of Surrender presented by the Supreme Commander
for the Allied Powers and to issue General Orders to the
Military and Naval Forces in accordance with the direction

of the Suprems Coammander for the illied Powers. We command
all Our people forthwith to cease hostilities, to lay down
their arms and faithfully to cerry out all the provisions
of Instrument of Surrender and the General (rders issued by
the Japanese Imperial t and the Jap Imperial
Geperal Headguarters hereunder.

This second day of the ninth month of the twentieth
year of Syowa.

ISBllar
the Signedt HIROHITO

Zmperor

. Countersigned: Naruhiko-o
Prime Minister

Mamoru Shigemitsu
Minister for Foreign iffairs

Iweo Yamazaki
Minister for Home iffairs

Juichi Tsushima
Minister of Pinance

Sadamu Shimomura
Minister of War

Mitsumasa Yonal
kinigter of Havy

Chuzo Iwata
Minister of Justice

Tamon Uasda
Minister of Education

Eenzo Matsumura
Minister of Welfare

Eotaro Bengolm
Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry

Chikuhel Relkajima
kinister of Commerne
and Industry

Faoto Kobiyams
Minister of Tramsportation

Funimaro EKonoce
Minister without Fortofolio

Taketora Ogata
Minister without F:rtofolio

Einshiro Obata
Andater without “ortofollo



Surrender in the Philippine Islands

Camp John Hay, Baguio, Luzon,
Philippine Islands,
September 3, 1945.

In compliance with the Instrument of
Surrender, the general capitulation
at Tokyo Bay was followed by the
surrender of individual Japanese
ammies in the fields of combat in the
Far East.

The honor of receiving the sur-
render of the Japanese in the Philip-
pines was given to the distinguished
figure who had stood beside General
MacArthur at the Tokyo Bay cere-
mony—Lt. Gen. Jonathan M. Wain-
wright, who had fought gallantly and
suffered defeat and captivity in the
Philippines. The ceremony took place
on September 3, 1945. The setting
offered a contrast to that of Tokyo

Bay. It was Camp John Hay at Baguio,
in Mountain Province on Luzon in the
Philippines.

For Japan, the “Instrument of Sur-
render of the Japanese and Japa-
nese-Controlled Armed Forces in the
Philippine Islands” was signed at 10
minutes after noon, local time, by
Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita, Imperial
Japanese Army Highest Commander,
Imperial Japanese Army in the Philip-
pines; and Vice Adm. Denhici Okochi,
Imperial Japanese Navy Highest
Commander, Imperial Japanese Navy
in the Philippines.

Although General Wainwright re-
ceived the surrender, the document
does not bear his signature. Accept-
ance was by Maj. Gen. Edmond H.
Leavey, Deputy Commander of the
U.S. Amy Forces in the Western
Pacific.
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Bustrument of Surrender
of the
Japanese and Japanese-Controlled Armed Forces in the Philippine Islands
to the
Commanding General
United States Army Forces, Western Pacific
Camp John Hay

Boguio, Mountain Province,
Luzon, Philippine Islands

32 September 1945

Pursuant to and in occordance with the proclamation of the Emperor of Jopan
accepting the terms set forth in the declaration issued by the heads of the Govern-
ments of the United States, Great Britain ond China on 26 July 1945, at Potsdam
and subsequently adhered to by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; and to the
formal instr t of surrender of the Jopanese Imperial Government and the
Jopanese Imperial General Headquarters signed at Tokyo Bay ot 096§ on Z Sep-
tember 1945:

1. Acting by command of and in behalf of the Emperor of Japan, the Japonese

| ial G t and the Jap Imperial Generol Headquarters, We hereby
surrender uncnndmonully to the Commanding General, United States Army Forces,
Western Pacific, all Jap and Jap controlled armed forces, air, seg,

ground and ouxiliary, in the Philippine Islands.

2. We hereby ¢ d all Jap forces wherever situated in the Philippine
Islands to cease hostilities forthwith, to preserve and sove from domage all ships,
oircraft and military and civil property, and to comply with all requirements which
may be imposed by the C ding General, United States Army Forces, Western

Pacific, or his authorized representatives.

3. We hereby direct the ders of all Jap forces in the Philippine
Islands to issue at once to all forces under their command to surrender uncondition-
ally themsclves and all forces under their control, as prisoners of war, to the neor-
est United States Army Force Commander.

4. We hereby direct the ders of all Jap forces in the Philippine
Islands to surrender intoct and in good order to the nearest United States Army
Force Commander, at times and at places directed by him, oll equipment ond sup-
plies of whatever nature under their control.

5. We hereby direct the ders of all Jop forces in the Philippine
Islands at once to liberate all Allied prisoners of war and civilian internees under
their control, and to provide for their protection, care, maint eand i diat

transportation to places as directed by the nearest United States Army Force
Cemmander.




6. We heraby undertake to transmit the directives as given in Paragraphs 1
through 5, above, to all Jopanese forces in the Philippine Islands immediately by
ail means within our power, ond further to furnish to the Commanding General,
United States Army Forces, Western Pacific, all necessary Japanese emissaries
fully empowered to bring about the surrender of Jopanese forces in the Philippine
Islands with whom we are not in contact.

7. We hereby undertake to furnish immediately to the Commanding General,
United States Army Forces, Western Pacific, a stat t of the designation, num-
Sers, location and c ders of all Jap armed forces, ground, sea or air, in
the Philippine lIslands.

8. We hereby undertake faithfully to obey all further proclamation, orders and
directives d d by the C ding General, United States Army Forces, West-
ern Pacific, to be proper to effectuate this surrender.

Signed at Camp John Hay, Baguio, Mountain Province, Luzon, Philippine Islands,
at JZ10 hours 3 September 1945:

Doy fpmisihly. kil O,k

TOMO%’U!& YAMASHITA, DENHICI OKOCHI,

General, Imperial Japanese Army Vice Admiral, Imperial Jopanese Novy
Highest Commander, Imperial Highest Commander, Imperial
Japanese Army in the Philippines. Japanese Navy in the Philippines.

By command of and in behalf
of the Jopanese Imperial
General Headquarters

Accepted at Camp John Hay, Boguio, Mountain Province, Luzon
Philippine lslands, at )2 10 hours 3 Scptember 1945:
For the Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific:

EDMOND H. LEAVEY,

Major General, USA

Deputy Commander, United States Army Forecs,
Western Pacific.
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Surrender in Korea

Seoul, Korea, September 9, 1945.

Six days after the surrender in the
Philippines, Gen. John R. Hodge,
Commanding General of the U.S.
Army Forces in Korea, together with
Adm. Thomas C. Kinkaid of the U. S.
Navy signed another formal surrender
document, at Seoul, Korea. The docu-
ment, couched in elaborate language
but typed on standard military note-
paper, was entitled “Formal Surrender
by the Senior Japanese Ground, Sea,
Air and Auxiliary Forces Command-
ers Within Korea South of 38° North
Latitude to the Commanding General,
United States Army Forces in Korea,
for and in Behalf of Commander-in-
Chief United States Army Forces,
Pacific.”

34

Planners in the U.S. War Depart-
ment had selected the 38th Parallel
as an arbitrary dividing line, with the
Americans accepting the surrender
of Japanese forces to the south of it
and Soviet representatives carrying
out the same responsibility to the
north.

For the Japanese, the document
was signed by Lt. Gen. Yoshio Sozuki,
senior commander of all Japanese
ground and air forces in the region,
and Adm. Gisaburo Yamaguchi, who
had similar responsibilities for naval
forces. Beneath their signatures was
affixed that of Nobuyuki Abe, Gov-
ernor General of Japanese-occupied
Korea, who pledged himself to carry
out the instructions of the Command-
ing General of the U. S. Army Forces
in Korea.




UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA

HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 235, ¢/o POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

FORMAL SURREIDER BY TIE SENIOR JAPANESE GROUND,

SEA, AIR AND AUXILIARY FORCES COMMANDERS WITHIN

KDREA SOUTH OF 38° NORTH IATITUDE TO THE COM-

MANDTNIG GENFRAL, UNITED STATZS ARMY FORCES IN

KOREA, FOR AND I BEMNALF OF CONANDER-TN-CHIEF
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC

WHEREAS an Instrument of Swrrender was on the 2d day of
September 1945 by command of and in behalf of the Emperor of
Japan, the Japanese Govermmemt and the Japanese Imperial Head-
quarters signed by Foreign Kinister Mamoru Shigemitsu by com-
mand of and in behalf of the Emperor of Japan, the Japanese
Govermment and by Toshijiro Umesu by command of and in behalf
of the Japanese Imperial Headquarters and

WIEREAS the terms of the Instrument of Surrendar were
substantially as follows:

"l. We, acting by command of and in behalf of the
Emperor of Japan, the Japansse Govermmemt and the Japansse
Imperial General Headquarters, hereby accept the provisions
in the declaration issued by the heads of the govermments of
the United States, China and Great Britain 26 July 19L5 at
Potsdam, and subsequently adhered to by the Union of the
Soviet Socialist Republics, which four powers are hearsafter
referred to as the Allied Powers.

"2, We hereby proclaim the unconditional surrendar to
the Allied Fowers of the Japansse Imperial Genaral Headquarters
and of all Japanese armed forces and all armed forces under
Japanese control whersver situated.

"3. We hereby comand all Japaness forces wherever situ-
ated and the Japanese people to cease hostilities forthwith,
to preserve and save from damage all ships, air crafts, and
military and c¢ivil property and to comply with all require-
ments which may be imposed by the Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers or by agencies of the Japansse Govermment at
his direction.

L. We hereby cammand the Japanese Imperial General
Headquarters to issue at once orders to the cormanders of all




UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA

HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 235, c/o POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Japanese forces and all forces under Japanese control wherever
gituated to surrender unconditionally themselves and all forces
under their control.

"5, We hereby command all civil, military and naval of-
ficials to obey and enforce all proclamations, orders and
directives deemead by the Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers to be proper and to effectuate this surrender and is-
sued by him or under his authority and we direct all such
officials to remain at their posts and to contimue to perform
their non-combatant duties unless specifically relieved by
him or under his authority.

"6, We hereby undertake for the Emperor, the Japanese
Government and their successors to carry out the Provisions of
the Potsdam Declaration in good faith, and to issus whatever
orders and talm whatever action may be required by the Supreme
Cormander for the Allied Powers or by any other designated
llepresentative of the Allied Powers for the purpose of giving
effect to that declaration.

"7. We hereby cammand the Japanese Imperial Govermment
and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters at once to
liberate all Allied Prisoners of War and civilian internees
now under Japanese control and to provide for their protection,
care, maintenance and immediate transportation to places as
directed.

"8. The authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Govern-
ment to rule the state shall be subject to the Supreme Commander
for the Allied Powers who will take such steps as he deems proper
to effectuate these terms of surrender" and

WHEREAS the terms of surrender were, on the 2d day of Sep-
tember 195 as given by the United States, the Republic of
Shina, the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics and other allied powers, accepted by the Imperial
Japanese Covernment, and

WHEREAS on the 2d day of September 19L5 the Imperial
General Headquarters by direction of the Emperor has ordered
all its conmanders in Japan and abroad to cause the Japanese




UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA

HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 235, e/o POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Armed Forces and Japanese controlled forees usmder their com—
mand to cease hostilities at once, to lay down thedr arms and
remain in their present locations and to surrendesr uncondition—
ally to camanders acting on behalf of the United States, the
Republic of China, the United Kingdam, the British Bmpire and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Repmblics, and

WHEREAS the Imperdial Censral Headquarters, its senior com—
manders and all ground, sea, air and awciliary forces in the
main islands of Japan, minor islands adjacent thereto, Korea
south of 38° north latitude and the Philippines were directed
to surrender to the Cammander-in-Chief of the United States
Army Forces, Pacific and

WHEREAS the Commander-in-Chief of the United States Army
Forces, Pacific has appointed the Commanding General, XXIV
Corps as the Commanding Ceneral, iUnited States Army Forces in
Korea, and has directed him as such to act for the Commander-
in—Chief United States Army Forces, Pacific in the reception of
the surrender of the senior Japaness cammanders of all Ji
ground, sea, air and auxiliary forces in Korea south of 38°
north latitude and all islands adjacent thereto. Now therefore

We, the undersigned, senior Japanese commanders of all
Japanese ground, sea, air and awxiliary forces in Forea south
of 38° north latitude, do hereby acknowledge:

a, That we have been duly advised and fully informed of
the contenta of the Proclamation by the Emperor of Japen, the
Instrument of Surrender and the orders hereinabove referred to.

b, That we accept ouwr duties and obligations under said
instruments and orders and recognize the necessity for our
strict campliance therewith and adherence thereto.

¢, That the Commanding General, United States Army Forces
in Korea, is the duly authorised representative of the Cammander-
in-Chief United States Army Forces, Pacific and that we will
canpletely and immedimtely carry out and put into effect his
instructions,

Finally, we do hereby formally and unconditionally sur-
render to the Commanding General, United States Army Forces in
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA

HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 235, c/o POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Korea, all persons in Korsa south of 38 degrees North Latitude
who are in the Armed Forces of Japan, and all military installa-
tions, ordnance, ships, aircraft and other military equipment

or property of every ldnd or description in Korea, including

all islands adjacent thereto, south of 38 degrees North Latitude
over which we exercise jurisdiction or control,

In case of conflict or ambiguity between the English text
of this document and any translation thereof, the English shall
prevail,

Signed at SEOVL, KOREA, at/ €30 hours on the 9th day of

L B EBEX

Senior Japanese commander of all
Japanese ground and air forces
in Korea south of 38° north
latitude,

pbr * /}

Senior Japanese commander of all
Japanese naval forces in Korea
south of 38° north latitude,

I, Nobuyuki Abe, the duly appointed, qualified and acting
Governor General of KOREA do hereby certify that I have read
and fully understand the contents of the foregoing Instrument
of Surrender, and of all documentes referred to therein,

I hereby acknowledge the dutiss and oblipations imposed
upon me by said documents, insofar as they apply to all
matters within my jurisdiction or control as Governor Gemeral
of Forea, and recognisze the necessity of my strict compliance .
therewith and adherence thereto,




UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN KOREA

HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
AP0 235, e/o POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

In particular do I recognize that the Cammanding General,
IMITEL SPATES AR FORCES IN KOREA is the duly authordsed rep-
resentative of the Commander—in-Chief, UNITED STATES ARMY
WILES, DPACIFIC, and that I am complstely and immediately to
carry cut and put inmto effect his instructions,

Sirmed at, SEOUL, KOREA, a* /€ 7O hours om the Sth day of

september m;-

P 242 1T

{Governor General of WOREA)

Ascapted xt SEOVL, KoieA, at/€%0hours on the Sth day
3f Loptember "9LC for and in behalf of the Commander—in-Chief
e Unitel 3tates ‘rmy Forces, Pacific,

utenant Ge;mml, U. S, Army
/U/ll Commanding General
/ ted States Army Forces in Korea

o
L R

T 0. KINEAID Ii
Admiral, U, S, Navy
Representative of the Imited States Havy
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Surrender in Singapore

September 12, 1945.

There were many separate Japanese
surrender documents all told, reflect-
ing the far-flung nature of the Far
Eastern battlefields. These other in-
struments included documents ac-
cepting the surrender of the Mari-
anas, the Ryukyus, Wake, and Truk.
Of particular significance, however,
is the Japanese capitulation in South-
east Asia, which took place in Singa-
pore on September 12. The site was
symbolic, as the fall of Singapore to
the Japanese in 1942 had been a
severe blow to the Allied cause. The
surrender document was formally
entitled “Instrument of Surrender of
Japanese Forces under the Com-
mand or Control of the Supreme Com-
mander, Japanese Expeditionary
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Forces, Southern Regions, Within the
Operational Theatre of the Supreme
Allied Commander, South East Asia.”

The use of the British spelling,
“theatre,” and the recording of the
time of signing as “0341 hours
(GM.T.)" serve as a reminder that the
Supreme Allied Commander in the
region was Lord Louis Mountbatten,
a distinguished figure in British mili-
tary campaigns and later in his coun-
try’s diplomacy.

Because Field Marshal Count
Juichi  Terauchi, Supreme Com-
mander, Japanese Expeditionary
Forces, Southern Regions, was too ill
to appear, General Seishiro Itagaki,
Commander at Singapore and Deputy
Commander in Southeast Asia, sur-
rendered Terauchi's sword to Lord
Mountbatten.




INSTRUMINT OF SURRINDER OF JAFANESE FORCES UNDER

THE COMMAND OR CONTROL OF THL SUPHREME COMMANDER,

JAPANESE. EXPEDITIONAHY FORCES SOUTHERN HEGIONS,

WITHIN THE OPIRATIONAL THEATRE OF THI SUPREME
ALLIED COMMANDT R, SCLU 1 FAST ASIN

I. s pursusnce of snd in compliance with ;
(a) the lustr of S-undﬂ the | plesi tiar nd
a) oy o iRt oty lw& -ngnf poten mbym::u

apas, 1 the
1.’—-: Imperial General Hulhnm-n - 'h\ha on 2 September, 1945 ;
(b) Ganeral Order No. |, promulguied a1 the same place snd on the same daie ;

fe)  the | acal Agicement made by the Supreme Commander, ]M F oRATY
Forces, Southern Heminas, with the Supreme Allied Commander, South East
Ana st Hangoos oa 27 Augus, 1945 :

1o all of which lastrument of Surrender, General Ovder and l.anl Agﬂrﬂ-ﬂi this Present
lastrument 1 complementary asd which i m so way the S
]w-nrl-_lpadnt_nr:r Forees. Somthern Regrons (Field Mulh.l(mv 'lruuluj &anl.grd,,

1o the £ Alleed € Eouth East Asia {Admiral The
MllmMﬂhﬂrﬂl—elﬂﬂl*_ﬂp.ﬂ..rM“mmm
hw-m.aﬂmhwmm. the Supreme Alled Commander,
Senth Asia.

L The Sepreme Commander, Japancee Fw'lmuq Forces, Southern Regions, sndertakes
1o emsaie that all orders and mutructions that may he issned [rom tme to time by the Sepreme
Alsed Commander, Seath East Ama, ﬂlllmih--h-d-u Naval, Mluqu Air Forer
v of whatever rank m.mbll-r, n!tupuy and ol.gyni by ol
]m wes, ground, ds-‘ lnhryplmu.&n [ R m
Japanese E: y Foices, Somthern qnn, -—d wthm dn-e -prmmn}
ey Sapecame Ai..ac—-an.s-a.t..-

1. Any duhedience of, or delay or failure to comply with, orders or instractions meued by the
Supreme Alied Commander, South East Asa, o iwved on hir behall by any o e
sabordumate Naval, Miiary or Air Force Commanders of whatever rank, snd aay action which
the Supreme \lhed Commander, South East Asia, or hus subordimat, :c_-d acting on
his behall, may determine 1o be detrmental 1o the Alled Powers, will be Jull with as the
Supreme Alled Commander, South East Asia may decide.

4. Tha lastrement takes eflect [rom the time and date of signing.

5. Tha lastrament is drawn up in the Eaglish language, which is the only suthentic vesmon,
In any rase of dou's a4 1o mienton of mesning, |}-e decimon of the SI{W\:-P All nd oma snder,

East Amas s fimal. 1t 1 the of the Suy
Expedivonary Forces, Southern Hegons, to make such trenalation min ]apmﬂ: a1 he may
regquire.

£ gred at Singapere at © D41 howrs (G M T ) on 12 September, 1945,

; B s | o,
BN LRI (o oot

SUPREME COMMANDER SUPHREME ALLIED COMMANDER,
JAFANESE EXPFDITIONARY FORCES, SOUTH EAST ASIA.
SOUTHERN REGIONS,




Epilogue

These surrender documents marked
the formal end to a global conflict that
began in Europe in 1939 and ended
far away on the great rim of the Pa-
cific Basin. The conflict had been
enormously costly in terms of lives
lost, injuries, war damage, prisoners
of war, and the disruption of national
economies and many other areas of
national and international life among
peoples of differing races, cultures,
and political systems. The next quar-
ter of a century, although it did not
witness further use of the ultimate

42

weaponry made possible by the har-
nessing of the atom, was nevertheless
not free of renewed conflict in the
areas covered by several of the sur-
render documents. Civil war raged in
the Philippines. A bitter conflict oc-
curred in a divided Korea. A larger
tragedy took place in Southeast Asia.
All of these conflicts had some of
their roots in the military collapse of
Japan and in the pressures exerted
by Asian nationalism and by Com-
munism to remake the political map
of the region.
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