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Foreword 

The outstanding wartime cartoonists have emerged from the Mediter­
ranean campaign. So great is their popularity that long a/ter time has 
dimmed the faces of more important war leaders it's an odds-on bet that 
veterans of Italy will remember Willie and Joe, drawn by S-Sgt. Bill Mauldin 
of The Stars and Stripes; Herbie and Beanie, drawn by Sgt. William Gar­
net "Bing" Coughlin of the Canadian Maple Leaf, and the Two Types o/ 
Union Jack's Capt. W. J. "Jon" Janes. 

Soldier humor inevitably accompanies every war and World War 11 has 
been no exception. When America's citizen soldiers were first inducted, 
editors began to fill magazine pages with Army cartoons. Drawn by civilians, 
they pictured an unreal world of first sergeants, KP and colonels' daughters . 
Looking back, the gags and cartoons seemed pretty funny, even though 
many were only variations o/ World War I laugh-getters. Army lite was 
unreal, too, in that era o/ "goodbye, dear, l'll be back in a year." 

But, as the men came to see the contradictions o/ Army ways, cartoons 
bi, soldier artists made their appearance. Some won real popularity, among 
them "Sad Sack" by S-Sgt. George Baker; "Private Breger," by Lt. Dave 
Breger, and "The Wolf" by Sgt. Leonard Sansone. 

''The Wolf" and "Private Breger" were gay panels, tailored to the 
familiar civilian style, but soldiers liked them because the artists were in­
genious and showed familiarity with Army life. "The Sad Sack" was some­
thing more. Baker placed a familiar figure - the perennial underdog - in 
situations within the experience of every soldier. He made everyday annoy­
ances ridiculous and was acclaimed the successor to Capt. Bruce Bairns­
father, who drew the widely popular "Old Bill" and "Al/" o/ the last war. 

When the citizen Army went into combat, however, with training days 
in the forgotten past, the riflemen who chortled over "The Wolf" at Fort 
Benning found it flat and unrear amidst the dust o/ Tunisia or the moun­
tains of Sicily. Lije was unhappy, ugly and dangerous. Strange things seemed 
Junny now. 

It followed that from the ranks o/ combat men themselves, the great 
c:artoonists appeared, with a full understanding of the men in the foxholes 
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mirrored in their work. The first was Bill Mauldin, who was to be called 
"the outstanding cartoonist of World War II." 

Mauldin's characters were usually infantrymen, sometimes combat 
medies, occasionally artillerymen. But always they were haggard, unshaven 
and full of the line soldiers' bitter pragmatism. 

"We better stop fillin' in our foxholes when we move up," Joe remarks 
to Willie. " Regimental headquarters has been raisin' the devil." 

"How ya gonna find out if they're fresh troops if ya don't wake 'em up 
an' ask?" a lieutenant queries as two doggies doze on their feet. 

Perhaps the whole flavor of Mauldin was best illustrated in one famous 
drawing. A cluster of doughboys seek shelter from the cold Italian rain 
within a dugout. A shivering dog watches them with pathetic eyes. " Let 
him come in," one doughboy says. " l wanna see a critter I kin feel sorry for." 

Mauldin was the first authentic voice in World War II cartooning to 
gain recognition. It was not coincidence. When National Guardsmen of the 
45th Division were· called from their Oklahoma and Colorado homes in 
September, 1940, 18-year-old Bill Mauldin was among them. For a year he 
was a rifleman in Co. K, 180th lnfantry. 

Contrary to popular belief, Mauldin never fought as a line soldier. 
When the 45th Division entered combat in Sicily he already was on the 
staff of the 45th Division News and attached to division headquarters. He 
joined the staff of The Stars and Stripes, Mediterranean, in December, 1943, 
in Naples. But whether with the division weekly or the theater daily, 
irauldin continued to spend much of his time with line companies. At 
Vena/ro a mortar shell burst beside the machine gun position he was 
visiting, killing one man and slightly wounding the machine gunner and 
Mauldin. 

His visits to the front were reflected in the validity of his cartoons. 
The anger and bitterness which every infantryman f eels when the group 
he trained with is whittled down to a handful of survivors showed up, too. 

The emergence of Mauldin was not sudden. His garrison cartoons were 
like many others, as he can be seen in "Star Spangled Banter," the first col­
lection of his works. But Mauldin wris matured by war in the grimmest 
of all theaters- Italy. A 1945 captionless drawing-the torn combat medic's 
helmet lying mutely upon the earth where it fel~xemplifies his complete 
break with garrison days. While sume characters like Willie and Joe were 
to be seen in his 45th Division days, it was not until he began to draw his 
usual two-column cartoon for The Stars and Stripes that Joe and Willie 
were actually born. 

Mauldin is a frank champion of the common soldier, the enlisted man·, 
,,:nd without a doubt therein lies the secret of much of his popularity among 
Gls and junior line officers, who frequently identify themselves more closely 



with the enlisted men beside whom they fight and die than with other 
officers. 

"Beautiful view. Is there one for the enlisted men?" Mauldin has a 
tteutenant say as the sun rises over a mountain scene. 

· "Dammit, ya promised to bring rations this trip," Joe barks when 
Willie's mule arrives laden with a replacernent lieutenant fresh from Fort 
Benning. 

There was also another Mauldin cartoon in which one major general 
leaned over in the moment of a tongue lashing from a lieutenant general, 
to murmur to another two-star: "Hope I meet that guy in civilian life." 

Mauldin has, indeed done many cartoons lampooning officers. They 
have appeared with regularity in The Stars and Stripes, and the editors can 
vouch that rarely, if ever, has there come a suggestion ¡rom on high that 
he cease doing such cartoons. As a matter o/ fact, most officers seemed to 
like them justas muchas the enlisted ·: r. 't . 

Many soldiers and civilians have as1,,i:d o;( an :1. off just how much Army 
censorship there has been on Ma:i ldin's cartoons. Be ;t said to the credit 
et the High Command in tne Mediterranean that there has been very little­
tn fact, · practically none, Sorne of the cartoons have, indeed, hit at fairly 
htgh places and several of them have probably been unfair in their critt­
cisms. General Patton once suggested rather strongly that Mauldin shave 
his characters - a suggestion which was not followed. One cartoon, which 
can be seen on Page 9, criticizes very strongly an MP policy that prevailed 
for a short period in the city of Naples. It drew the ire of a commanding 
general there. Only twice during 18 months of running Mauldin has the 
Officer-in-charge of The Stars and Stripes been put on the carpet for 
passing a Mauldin cartoon, and then he was put there not by the High 
Command but by an intermediate command. 

The editors of The Stars and Stripes have themselves felt that some 
of the cartoons were perhaps slanted a bit out of perspective. In those 
mstances they have generally taken up the matter with the cartoonist 
himself, who has invariably been amenable to criticism from his colleagues. 

A very enthusiastic group of Mauldin fans can be found in the higher 
echelons of commands. They have sometimes tended to spoil him-by letting 
him have jeeps and by inviting him to their messes. Around The Stars and 
Stripes however, Mauldin got out of nothing. He took his turn at charge of 
quarters like any other staff member. 

"Bill Mauldin is the greatest single morale factor in Italy and France 
next to food and clothing," a general officer once remarked. Another general 
in a high command said that he considered Mauldin and Ernie Pyle the 
two greatest reporters of this war. Wise field commanders such as General 
Mark W. Clark and Lt. Gen. Lucian K . Truscott Jr., have long regarded 



.him as a shelf for soldier gripes, and Mauldin has been a frank admi1'er of 
óoth men and their understanding of soldiers. 

Mauldin has received wide recognition both at home and in other war 
theaters. His cartoons are now reprinted in more than a hundred u. S. 
newspapers, a/ter they have appeared in the Meciiterranean edition of 
The Stars and Stripes. The soldiers have first seen the cartoons and a/ter 
that the civilians have had a chance at them. The civilian sale of the 
cartoons has been purely a by-product of his Stars and Stripes work. 

More r?cently, Sgt. Mauldin won the Pulitzer prize. The cartoon on 
which he won the prize frankly surprised both hirnself and the editors of 
The Stars and Stripes. lt was not his favorite cartoon, nor was it that of 
t he editors. 

The job of making our fighting men forget the danger and misery of 
.combat lije far a few moments and of relieving the boredom of existence 
J or base section troops has been the mission of Mauldin. Jt is a great 
.tribute to his honesty and greatness that he has fulfilled that mission. 

-THE EDITORS 
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PAGE 2 

"/ wanna long rest alter th' war. Mebbe l'll do a 

hitch in the reg'lars." 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"You're lucky. You're learnin' a trade." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS P AGE 3 



"This must look funny as hell." 

PAGE 4 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"lt will comfort my ol' woman to know I have given up 

rye whiskey an' ten cent seegars." 

M AULDIN' S CARTOONS PAGE 5 
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"Let B Company go in. They ain't been kissed yet." 

PAGE 6 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Tell him to look at the bright side o' things, Willie. His 

trees is pruned, his ground is plowed up an' 

his house is air-conditioned." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOON:J PAGE 7 
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"Don't mention it, Lootenant. They might have replaced 

ya with one of them salutin' demons." 

PAGE lf THE STARS AND STRIPES 
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Ol-"~IC~S CL~\?. 

"That button wuz shot off when I took this town." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 9 



"/ think he should at least try to lie at attention." 

PAGE 10 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"K Company artillery commander speakin'." 

M A ULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 11 



PAGE 12 

"Straighten those shoulders! How long have 

you been in the Army?" 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



MAULDIN'S C ARTOONS PAGE 13 



" Gimme my canteen back, 

Willie. I see ya soakin' yer 

beard full." 

PAGE 14 

"Y ou' d hurry home too if 

you lived in a ration dump." 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"l'm depending on you old mento be a steadying 

influence for the replacements." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAqE 15 



"Sure I got seniority. I got busted a week befare you did." 

PAGE 16 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Must be a ,'ough objective. Th' ol' man says we're 

gonna have th' honor of liberatin' it." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 17 



PAGE 18 

"Go ahead, Willie. Jf ya don't bust it ya'll worry 

about it ali night !" 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



" l' ll let ya know if 1 find th' one wot invented the 88." 

.:'!AULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 19 



"Bloody immoral army. They get that red ribbon if they 

stay out of trouble for a bloody year." 

PAGE 20 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"l'll be damned. Did ya know this can opener fits 

on the end of a rifle?" 

• 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 21 



• The Prince and the Pauper . 

PAGE 22 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Didn't we meet at th' cooks an' bakers school in '41 ?" 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 23 



"Know any good Moslem prayers? I don't wanna 

miss any bets." 

--

PAGE 24 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''We gotta blast 'em out. They found out we 

feed prisoners C-rations." 

MAULDI~S CARTOONS PAGE 25 



''He's already gittin' drunk 

wit' power." 

PAGE 26 

"I see you still got en€rg;y. 

Y ou <:atch guard tonight. '' 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Y a wouldn't git so tired if ya didn't carry extra stufl. 

T hrow th' joker outta yer deck o' cards." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 27 



"Don't hurry for me son. I like to see young men 

take an interest in their work." 

PAGE 28 THE S T AR S AND S TRIPES 



"No thanks, Willie. l'll go look for some mud 

wot ain't been used." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAG'E 29 



· ·we better scram. w;uie--th' army's com;n' in.' ' 

R?iGR , íJ.1,_. rHr;; STARS AN{) 8TRIP~:s 



'' 1 tried one o ' them labor-management argumenta 
-

wit' Lootenant Atkina." 

MAULDJ~S UAR TUONS P~Gf.-31. 



''You blokes leave an awfully messy battlefield.'' 

PACTE 32 THE STARS ANO STRJPES 



MAULDTN~ CARTOONS PAGE 33 
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"Oh. I likes officers. They make me wanta sta:,· 

aNve ti/1 th' war'11 over.'' 

7'HE STARS ANO STH.IPES 

• 



"Hullo, glamorous." .. 

''Howdy, blitzkreig ." 

PAG E 35 



"Wish to hell I wuzn't housebroke." 

PAGE 36 THE STARS ANO STRIPE15 



"Geez, Gertie, th' front! Wait'll we tell th' 

magazines what it's like." 

/ 

•MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 37 



"Maybe Joe needs a rest. He's ta[k;n' in his sleep." 

PAGE 38 T HE STA RS A ND S TRIPES 



''Migawd! There we wuz and here they wuz.'' 

MAVLDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 39 



''Quit beefin', or /' ll send ya back to th' infantry." 

PAGE 40 THE STARS AND STRI PES 



" .. . forever, Amen. Hit the dirt." 

:Vl AULDIN' S CARTOONS PAGE 41 



-------------------- ·- . ···-----.. 

·• .. Helluva way t() waste tim e. Does it work? ·· 

THE STARS AND STRI PES 



tRv01·11;e cartoo n l'n t- a.r t tst's 

· TOONS-D TN'S ' CAR MAUL 
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''Wisht 1 could stand up an' git some sleep.' . 

.f'AGE 44 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Ordnance? Ah'm havin' trouble with mah 

shootin' ar'n." 

MAULDI N'S CARTOONS PAGE' 45 ' 



PAG~ :46 

''fle's right, Joe. When we ain't lightin' we 

should ack like sojers." 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



·\ 
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Fresh, spirited American troops, flushed with victory, 

are bringing in thousands of hungry, ragged, 

battle-weary prisoners. (News item) 

The Pul1tzcr Pr1ze commlttee·s te.vonte canoon. lt won Mauldln the 1944 award a• 
•.be work whlch best exempl1fled hls "distlngulsbed service." 

MAULDTN~ CARTOONS PAGE 47 



"Let's grab dis one, Willie. He's packed wit' vitamins." 

PAGE 48 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''Let's paint th' town red." 

MAULDIN 'S CARTOONS PAGE 4!1 



''W e sure got th' goods on this guy, Captain. Civiliana 

was supposed to turn in their weapons." 

PAGE 50 THE STARS AND STRTPES 



'' . .. so Archibald kissed her agin' an' gently put her 

head on th' pillow. She gazed at him wit' half shut 

eyes--tremblin' hard--continued next week." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 51 



PAGE 52 

"Nice goin' Joe. You can take a rest while I 

Finish diggin' my hole." 

THE STARS A ND S T RIPES 
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''My son. Five days old. Good lookin' kid, ain' t he?" 

MA ULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE ·.5~ 



PAGE 54 

''f)rop them cans in th' coffee water gentle, Joe-· 

W e got a chicken stewin in th' bottom." 

I'HE STARS AND ST!UPES 



"Honest. ol' pal, they done it while I wuz unconshus ." 

M AVLD! N' S . CARTOON S PAGE 55 



f'AGE 56 

"/ beg yer pardon. I didn't know ya wu.z; a captain 

al Culver." 

THE STARS AND STRJPES 



"This must be th' joint.'' 

MAULDJN'S CAR7:p ;ONS PAGE 57 



"Didn' t we meet at Cassino? '' 

PAGE 58 THE STARS ANO STRJPE~ 



''On <? of 'em ain't been in long enull. Th' other one ha• 

been in too damn lonf! . .. •· 

MAULD I N 'S CARTOONS PAGE 5~ 
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fAGE 6Q 
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\ 
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''Ya· dern tootin' my sniffles is serious. I been 

d.,:awin'· mortar fire." 

\ 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



'Let'• 8º to Naplea. I know 

o corporal with a mee 

apartment." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS 

''I hate to run on a flat. Ir 

tear• hell outto th' tire• ,. 

PAGE ·61 
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"That'a rtght We're 50 percent casualty . loe got nicked. •· 

P,IGK 6Z TL'{ STARS AND STRl º B:S 



'R emember that 

MA ULDIN'S C ARTOONS PAGE /i j 



PAGE 64 

"Y a might halta catch a boat. One ol them kids you 

chaaed oll th' lield was th' pilot." 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 
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' 'Geez, I didn't realize how rough you dogfacea live." 

MA ULDIN' S CARTOONS PAGE 65 



"How's things back rn the States?'' 

PAGE 66 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''D id y ou volunteer for this or git caught 

in the Black Market?" 

VI AULDI N S CAR700NS PAGE 67 



"I wuz beginnin' to think nobody wuz home.'' 

t'AGE 68 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



· - ·-. "Armchair strategist !" 

,Jt'tJ• ti 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 69 
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"The Doc says it's nothin' serious-· ¡ust 

hardened arferies." 

To,~ uµ¡, ., .. r .,a uu to" U><Y tn,n the ~4th l ntantry Dlvlslon ma11rna 1t. 500tb 1bY ••7 
,,,mh a t . thP n ldP~t n v P!'RPAR fl1?htln1? unlt in Rny theater ot war. 

PAGE 70 THE STAfü:, AN ú STRTPE~ 
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''We' ve come lo American territory, old man.'· 

J1 AULD1N'S CARTOONS PAGE 71 



''l'll be derned. liere's one wot wuz wrecked in combat ." 

PAGE 72 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''Dammit, Willie--it wasn't yer turn!" 

"What'& so t unny?" liSked a couple of S igna! Corps meo In a let ter to the ed1w r 
"We h ave to r epl ace 'em ." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 73 



PAGE 74 

"Take oll yer hat when ya mention sex in here 

lt's a reverint subject.'' 

THE STARS AND STRIPE~ 



"Yer wild, happy, free lile is over. Tomorrer ya 

starf lugg;n' ammo al(a;n." 

MAULDIN~ CARTOONS PACE 75 
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" . .. them wuz his e.xact words--'l envy th' way you dog­

Faces git First pick of women an' likke~ in towns'." 

PAGE 76 T HE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Tell them prisoners to act sloppier in front of th' 

lootenant. He might start gittin' ideas.'' 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 77 
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"By gad, this puts a new outlook on things." 

Thls was the artlst's lmpresslon o! vlsltlng pol1tlch,ns. 

PAGE 78 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''Th' boys are beginnin' to think of you as a quack." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 79 
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"11 you'll turn my weapons platoon loose, l'll give ya my 

cooks for security. l'm goin' on th' line tonight." 

PAGE 80 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"l'm a talent scout fer K Comp'ny. Ya lookin' fer work?" 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 81 



''Your citation went through , Joe." 

PAGE 82 THE STARS AND STRJPES 
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"/ got a hangover. Does it show?" 

MA ULDJN'S CARTOONS PAGE 83 



"Don't startle him, Joe--it's almost full ." 

PAGE 84 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''The hell this ain't the most important hole in 

th' world. l'm in it." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS 
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PAGE 85 



·'/'m naked!'' 

Th1s w .. s the 0111y Lllut: Wllhe shn\'f'd durlng tt1e rlgt.w.:.g 1u Italy, alth01,1<n or 11c 
,.,m , ve hl~ hPArd w h e n thP shootlng sto;JPcd In Mh.•. 1945. 

PAGE 86 THE STARS AN/J S'fH. I P/t~· 



''Saddle sores. 
,. 

,V/ AUC.DIN'S CARTOONS • PACTE 87 



PAGE 88. 

"Tell th' ol man /'m sittin' up wit two 

sick friends." 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Expectin' rain?" 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 89 



"Congratutations. Y ou' re the 100th soldier who ha, 

posed with that bottle ol ley Cola. You 

may drink it." 

PAGE 90 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Sure they's a revolution rn Germany. Git down 

so they wont hit ya wit' a wild shot." 

MAULDI N'S C A RTr,r1 N '- PAGE 91 



"l'd ruther dig. A movin' foxhole attracts th' eye." 

iPAGE 92 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



---- - ----- __________ __, 

"Hey Fritz, how far are the Russians from Berlín?" 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 93 



0.1uw11 a.l. C.11t: .tru.ut. u.nd !luwu Oti.l:K w ttouit oy cuu.rlt:1 p1uut:, thlS et1rwu11 t1.1,Jptn1ort:0 
;n., day after War Correspondent Ernle Pyle was k!lled on TI'. Jlma.. Tt bore the t1tlf 
''Brave Man.'' tnkP.n from Pyle's JR.st book. "'BravP Men · 

THE STARS AND STRIP'fiJS 



lnvasion 

MAUlDl~S CARTOONS PAGE 95 



"You fellers oughta carry a little dirt t'dig hales in." 

PAGE 96 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"He's gittin' th' fever , loe. Now let ' im edge in." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 97 



PAGE 98 

''Hor,e it ain't a rocky beach. Me feet'11 tende, 

•ince they got webbed. •· 

THE STARS AND STRIPE~ 



''When you hit th' water swish yer Feet around. 

They kin use it." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE fl~ 



"l'm the most important guy in the second wave. Every­

body gave me their cigarettes to carry 

in me shirt pockets." 

PAGE 100 THE S T AR S AND S TRIPES 
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"l'm lookin' f e r turtle eggs, Junior." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 101 



PA G E 102 
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"I lose lilty bucks, 1 got here sale." 

THE STARS AN D STRIPE5 



france And Germanv 

1VIAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 103 



"Did ya ever see so many furriners, Joe?" 

PAGE 104 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



" They oughta hire a homme to clean up after 

them chevaux." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAG'E 105 



''We calls 'em garritroopers. They're too far forward 

t' wear t;es an' too lar bach t' git shot.' ' 

PAGE 106 THE STA RS AN D STRIPES 



"Are you seeking a company of infantry, 

rnon Capitaine?" 

.'rfAULDTN'S CARTOONS PAGE !07 



The Perfect Gentleman 

PAGE 108 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



. 
''Nein, nein--go ahead! I vould not think of interfering.', 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAG~ 10!/ 



"You leave Weelie alone, or l'll never speah 

to you again. , . 

THE STARS AND STRIPES 



''I am waiting to see what hatches." 

/ 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS . PAGE 111 
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"You Americans have everything." 

PAGE 112 THE STARS AND STRIPES 
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"We come up from ltaly to get some publicity." 

MAULDIN'S CARTOONS PAGE 11B 

-..... ............ ______ ~~~ 



' ' Radio the ol' man we'll be late on account 

ol a thousand mile detour.'' 

Th1s oe.rb brou~nt tne art1si tace to !ace wtth Uteucral George S. f'attou, comme.nde1 vl 
;ue 3rd Army. Mauldln Jeeped for hundreds of miles to keep an appolntmeut wlth Gen· 
,re.l Pe.tton. He emerged from the conference iutnnlng, polntln g out that h e had escnp eó 
wtth hls skln Willl<' and Joe dld not ShAve. 

PA GE 114 THE STARS AND STRIPE5 
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"Careful. Th' toilet seat's booby trapped." 

MAULDJN'S CARTOON PAGE 115 



"Must belong to a politician." 

PAGE 116 THE STARS AND STRIPES 



"Let's step it up, Sergeant--we want to get 

there in time for a long rest." 

MAULDIN 'S CARTOONS PAGE 117 



- -~ 

' 

. 1 

L 



/ 



L 






