
7th l\pril, 1969 

Dear Ginger: 

Many thanks for your letter of the 21st of March. 
You have provided just the right information that I need for 
the book on Stuffy, and I am delighted w1th it. 

When I saw Rosemary and Bill Elliot I borrowed his copy 
ot your book, and I have just re-read 1t. I t conf'irmed tor me 
my understanding that you spent most of your t ime in II Group in 
the battle itself. As a result of that I should 11ke to ask 
a turther question of you. But it must be, at this stage, in 
the strictest conf'idence, Ginger, and I hope that you will not 
mind my putting it to you in that fashion. 

A cer t ain al leigation was made early in November, .c9l+o, 
that was brought to Stuffy Dowding's attention and which has, ever 
since, causad hil!JI'. the deepest distress·. It was made by a 
responsible officer in No. I2 Group in a report to Air Ministry, 
and it was that II Group pilots were becoming unnecessarily shaken 
in their morale and not shooting down enough of the enemy because 
they were not using big enough w1r.gs. It was a dread_ful allegat­
ion by somebody in anpther Group to make about you chaps who were 
bearing the brunt of the fighting, and i t caused Dowding a very 
great deal of trouble because he made an issue out of 1t in the 
strongest protest about such a statement being made. 

Al Deere is good on the use of wings, as is Johnnie 
Johnson. Al states that he never heard anything in II Group 
that would lead t o such an accusation about a loss of moral.e. 
What are your views, basing them on the strenuous service you saw 
in II Group. Did you know of any loss of morale because you were 
not flying in the big :wing formations? And what are your views 
in the use of ~he big wings in the battle itself? 

The treatment of Stuffy which baf'nes you .will be 
deaJ.t with in i'ull in the book. It will stun youJ 

With all good wishes, 

As ever, 

Robert Wright 
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