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27t h . Deccmber, J. 9 58 

Joh .. 1 Curminghs.m Esq., 
The de Ha.villand A5_!'cra.ft Co . Ltd .• , 
ilatficld, 
Rerts. 

i:iear JolL1: 

In t: .. e Cuilrse of thG rcsca:rch uo1:k ·cha e; I 
have ,., tarted doin~ far ShoJ. to Douglas 's book one 
po::.n-: i . .is come ap · ;~üc!:i ¡ should bo glad i.1.' you would 
try c.nd s~ttle for ne. He has sent me a note o.bont 
the r..:.rst aircr.ift he neu in, us an obsarvel~, in 
1915, in 1:·hich he states: 

Tlrn flight 1:ras ec¡uippcd ui th BE 2As and DE2Bs, 
-:·ra.rp-,ü1.ged biplanes, sturdy in const.•uction, designed 
originally I believe by Geoffrey de Havilland. 

I 1·ronder if you ~:nuld be so good as to verify 
for t1e the .t'act tho. t thcse aircro.ft 1- ere indocd uesigned 
by Sir Gcofi'rey de :rn.vil1and'? It has aluays been my 
unJerstanding that the BE stood for Dloriot Experiii1ente.l , 
b~t perhaps Sir Geoffrey did have somethine to do with 
thcm. 

\lith best uishes for the Jeu Ycar , 

Yours sincerely, 

Rober t \h;_·igh t 
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