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IKE most qucsrions of rhis sorr, why you're going to Germany really 
1sn'r a vcry difficule one ro answer. The only rrouble is ehae we all 

tend to forgce thl.!sc easy answers. We makc up long, complicared justi­
lications for letring someone clse do rhe job. I t's a normal, human thing 
to do. So, now and then, we must be wise to chink back on che reasons 
why a good many thousand young Americans ha"e to be in Germany. 
Why muse I have ro be in Germany inscead of somebody clsc? Probably 
che bese answcr, and che simplest, is not really an answer at ali: the 
150,000 Americans who are scill in Europe- and who won't be lcaving. 
Thcy'rc a challcnge to you, chese 150,000 dead American soldiers. You 
are o ver here to finish their job. I t's simple arithmctic. \\7 e invested 
, 50,000 lives in something we believed in -getting rid of aggressor 
nacions. As far as battlefields are concerned, we are rid of them-and 
wc w1ll continue to be rid of them for all time in the future, if we play 
our cards right. You are here to protect a cremendous investment - to 
scc chat the swastika stays clown. If it doesn't, those r 50,000 American 
livcs were wasted. That's rough language, but it's true. You are over hcre 
carrying on che most important job America ever started, and protecting 
che biggest, rnost tragic investrnent we ever had to rnade. That's why. 



WHAT'S NEXT 

O answer the big question first, there will probably be two or three 
wceks bctween the time you leave the $cates and che day you rcport 

to your new unit in Germany. Remember that chis is an average. I t can 
be more or less, depending on things like storms at sea, che port at which 
you land and the assignment you draw in Germany. 

If you ask one of the ship's officers what port you're headed for, don't 
get angry if he says "I don't know." He probably doesn't! While you 
are at sea, the Reinforcement and Classification Section of Theater Head­
quartcrs in Frankfurt is notified how many men are aboard your ship. 
They decide which major command you will be assigned to, and radio 
che ship to put in at a designated port. Until then, even the captain may 
not know where he is bound. 

You are likely to reach Europe via the Army's 17th Port at Bremer­
haven, although sorne ships may still put in at Antwcrp, Belgium, or at 
another port. The port you come through won't tell you much abóut 
your final destination in Germany, but once you are in a reinforcement 
depot, you can begin guessing about the future. The 3rd Rcinforcement 
Depot at Marburg usually processes men for jobs in Berlin, Bremen, USFET 
(Frankfurt) and the western sections of the American occupation zone. 
Simiiarly, the 17th Reinforcement Depot at Bamberg in Bavaria may 
mean that you're destined for Austria or the eastern part of the U. S. zone 
in Germany. Don't be upset if these "predictions" fail to work out. 
From either depot, you may go into the territory normally served by the 
other or changes may have been made by the time you rcad this. 

If you are Air Corps, you probably will go from port to Fursten­
feld~ruck and from there to any one of the Air Forces locations on the 
contmcnt. 

In all three depots, you can be rcasonably sure of finding 'l:l'Íntcrizcd 
barracks, and most of thc other comforts of "pcrmanent" camp life. 
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Usually, chcre is a crain wa1t1ng ac docksidc w cake 
you dircctly to your depot. The day you arc checkcd 
into che dcpot, you are considered a pare of "U. S. Forces, 
Europcan Theacer." You're on che T /0. Je will have 
cakcn you a week or so to make pon from che Staces, 
and another day or cwo getting to thc depot. Proccssing ~ --­
uses up about ten days, after which you start out for che ~~~~:::;;;;;;;~~ 
unic to which you have been assigned. 

OW YO t 1 1 ne r1 

Thc most important thing chat happens in the depot 
is chat you are classified. Chances are, you are coming 
ovcrscas as a 745, which is the code designacion of a riflc­
man. Bue "occupation" rcquires man y diversified skills. 
Your form 20 will be carefully checked, and boch your 
official job designacion and che things you did as a civilian 
will be considered befare che classification section decides 
what you are to do. If you have special abilities, every 
effort will be made to put you in a job that will interest 
you and allow you to do che things you know best. 

T T , "" e: 

At che processing depot, you are going to meet soldier.~ 
who have bcen overseas a long time. Many of them will 
be glad to give you tips and answer your questions. A few 
of thcm may try to stand you on your car wich wild 
tales about tough outfits and what you have to put up 
with. Steer clear of thesc wise guys, and stick to che ones 
who know che score and give it to you straight. Their 
tips will come in handy. 

J ...... "" ... ~ ... 
Finally, you'll arrivc at your unir. Most of them 

have different ways of handling reinforcements. Abouc 
ali you can do is cake things as they come, keep your 
eyes open and be a soldier. Those first few days are 
important. As soon as you're assigned in che outfit1 make 
it a point to meet che men around you, and get to know l.w. ~· , 
your officers. The sooner they know you and find that - .... _.:.. _ _.r­
you're a right guy, the faster you'll fit in and be at home 
with them. 
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RIEFL Y, this is the set-up in Germany toda y: Thc American a rea~ in ­
elude a main occupation zone, a port arca known as the Bremen Port 

Command (which includes Bremerhaven), and a share of N.1zidom's one­
time capital, Berlin. Boch Berlin and Bremen are run on a coopcrative 
basis; Bcrlin is shared with che British, French and Russians, and Brcmen 
with the British. In Austria we occupy roughly a thir<l of che country, 
and share the capital, Vienna, with the British, French and Russians. Most 
of our occupation rroops are stationed in che ma111 occupation zone of 
Germany. That zone comprises about 60,000 squarc miles - roughly rhe 
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size of the State of Michigan. Sorne new men may be assigned to Infantry 
units, whose main job is to patrol and guard; others will replace high-point 
men in all types of units: Field Artillery, Armored, Cavalry, Anti-Aircraft, 
Air Force, Chemical, Engineer, Ordnance, Quartermaster, etc. 

On the top American level, control of the civil government is handled 
by the Office of Military Government for Germany, with headquarters in 
Berlín. On-the-spot control is in the hands of small Military Government 
detachments, including both civilians and soldiers, in the various cities and 
towns. Joint Allied plans for the occupation of Germany are made by the 
four-power Allied Control Council, the members of which are the com­
manders of the respective occupying powers. Under this U. S.-British­
French-Russian Control Council is a Coordinating Committee, which also 
includes one representative of each of the four powers. Simply stated, the 
Control Council is the governing body, and the Coordinating Committee 
has the job of putting the Council's decisions into effect. Under the Coordinat­
ing Committee is a Control Staff, which corresponds roughly with the main 
cxecutive branches of our own government. The U. S., U. S. S. R., Great 
Britain and France have representatives in each of the twelve divisions 
making up the Control Staff. 

You re already wondering how you fit into this "high-level" organiza­
tion that is guarding and re-educating the Germans. A definite answer 
is impossible, of course, until you have been given your 
new assignment. But there are a lot of general facts WHERE WILL 
that will help. Take them for what they're worth, but YOU FIT IN? 
don't blame the book if you are assigned to a job 
which isn't even mentioned here. There are too many activities going on 
in Germany to be covered in a book this size. 

Here is one thing you should remember regarding your final assignment. 
As a member of the American occupation army in Germany, you are 
a soldier fighting a war. That's a strange statement, isn't it? The shooting 
war is over, and the Germans are licked. But there's a lor to be done before 
the rest of the war can be written off as history. To understand this, you 
ha-ve to think of the conflict as being divided into two phases: the military 
war and the war of ideas. The military phase was finished on V-E Day. 
Winning the other phase demands that we control the German people, if 
we want them to stay defeated, and that we re-educate them, if we want 
them eventually to become decent world citizens. You are going to be 
fighting with ideas instead of guns, laws instead of tanks, control measures 
and policing instead of bombs. But the ultimare goals are the same- the 
complete stamp-out of Nazism and fascist ideas, and the re-cducation of 
the Germans to the advantages of a decent, responsible self-government. 

\'"<' hile the fighting was going on, strange things sometimes happened 
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ro pcoplc's jobs: artists found themselvcs behind machinc guns, and auto 
mechanics punched typewriters. The war was too big, and there were too 
many things to be done for cveryone to slip into thc job that suited him 
bese. Now, with more time, the righc job usually can be found for soldicrs 
with specialized talents. There are many different kinds of work to be 
done now as there were before V-E Day. As an occupation soldier, you 
may find rhat your duties will be close to what you did as a civilian. If 
you carne into the Army without a trade or specialty, !et the Army teach 
you one. 

If you are assigned to an administraciye job overseas, you won't fin<l it 
much different from che same kind of job in che United $tates. Company 
clerks, motor sergeants drivers, cooks, medianics, medies, postal clerks, 
flnance men- they are all as necessary in Germany and Austria as they were 
in che camp where you took basic. With civilian facilities of every kind 
reduced to a bare minirnum by che German defeat, we have to do many 
more things for ourselves than was true in che United $tates. Displaced 
persons or Germans civilians are hired, in many cases, to handle sudi jobs 
as tailoring, cleaning and pressing, clerking and other services necessary in 
an Army installation. But ordinarily, life in the Army overseas won't 
differ a great deal from army life at home. 

This is a tough one. You'll probably spend a lot of hours on guard of 
one kind or another. lt may be a tiresome proposition, but when you stop 
to think about it, guarding is the thing Germany necds most at this time. 
Until the Allied program of routing out militarism and Nazism is complet­
ed, we've got to watch every German twenty-four hours a day. If we 
allow the smallest core of Nazi" idealism" to escape, we're caking chances 
with something that has airead y cost our country 150,000 lives. 

There are various kinds of guard duty necessary in Germany: diecking 
credentials, controlling traffic, protecting government property and guard­
ing PWs or war criminals. 

Of course you don't have to do this alone. The German Civil Police 
has been organized, trained, uniformed and has taken over many of che 
routine jobs you would otherwise have to do. These include maintaining 
order among che Germans themselves, traffic control and mudi of che 
border patrolling. Pare of your job may be supervising their work, or 
cooperating with them in emergencies. Don't be surprised when you see 
them carrying arms; they need them. The men in chis German police force 
have been carefully screenéd to be sure they are not Nazis. By recognizing 
them as agents of Military Government and showing respect for thc job 
they are doing, you make your own work easier. 
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Suddcn raids have developed as the best way to be sure that thc Gcr­
mans are not concealing weapons, Nazi literacure or army property. It's 
a fine way to corral Germans without proper identification or those wanted 
for arrcst. These surprise swoops on communities quickly discourage the 
Gcrman burgher from trying to play games with the laws laid clown by 
the Allies. You may find yourself taking part in a raid like "Operation 
Tally-Ho," when the en tire American zone was combed and over 8 5 ,ooo 
Germans wcre arrested. 

Along with its advantages and its changes of pace, life as an occupation 
soldier means a continuation of sorne of the things you had in basic train­
ing- marches, the inevitable close-order drill, occasional tactical exerciscs, 
practice firing, military ceremonies and physical training. These phases of 
military life are still among the necessary elements of army training. Sorne 
units in Germany have regular schools for non-coms, while other units lea ve 
ali of this training up to companies and regiments. 

In spite of the destruction in Germany, living conditions for American 
soldicrs are better now than they were at any time during the fighting 
stages of war. You'll see plenty of ruins, but you will not have to live in 
them. Once you're settled in Germany, you may find yourself in anything: 
from an SS barracks in a Serhn suburb to a house in a picturesque Bavarian 
village. Thc odds are ag,t.nst your having to live in a tent, although it 
could happen. Wherever it is, you'll be comfortable, with plenty of heat, 
good food, bathing facilities, and a fair chance of having sheets on your 
bed. It will be a long way from the foxhole! 

The Army has tried to make things as pleasant as possiblc for you in 
Germany. But you're not going there on a sightseeing trip. For the 
moment, it is sufficient to say that your daily job, whatcver you happen to 
be doing, and your attitude toward that job, are more important to the 
succcss of the occupation than you may realize at first. Get everything you 
possiblc can from thc educational and travel facilities which the Army 
will offer you. But through it all, remember the obligation you carry. You 
individually, are going to be looked to by the Gcrmans as a reprcscntative 
of American culture and democracy. If you represent it wcll- by your 
appcarance, your actiohs and your attitude-you are contriburing some­
thing of immense value to thc re-education of thc Nazis. But if your per­
sonal bchavior rcminds them of che acrions of Hitler's soldiers, you are 
actually hclping to break clown our re-education cfforts. 
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Don't worry too much if your school can:c:r 
was interrupted when you carne into thcArmy. 
Jf you handle it right, you may be able to go 
ahead with your education during sorne of thc 
time you serve in Germany. As soon as you are 
settled, find out about the Information and 
Education program from your I & E officcr. 
W hen you check into it, you'll learn that no 
soldier who wants to continue his education 
will be forced to give it up cntirely while· he is 
overseas. There will be corrcspondence courses 
available in a great variety of subjects, and 
there may be othcr types of schools. In many 
cases, credits for these courses are valid if you 
want to enrol.l in an American school after you 
get back. If you plan definitely to return to 
school after your occupation duty, check with. 
the school you have ~dected. They will tell 
you which of these courses they will accept 
for credits. 

RECREATION 
When you get to Gcrmany, you'll find 

standard-brand American sports airead y thriv­
ing. Football and baseball championship 
matches have been held bctwccn thc major 
commands, and regional sports are thriving. 
In addition to thesc cvcms, eYery unit and 
headquarters has its own sports program. Pro­
bably one of the wintcr sports ccntcrs in 
Austria will be set up as an Army rccrcation 
arca, in addition to the sports opportunities 
soldier-tourists will find on furloughs in Alpine 
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France and Switzcrland. Hunting and fishing may be available in some 
localities, but before indulging, consult your commanding of ficer. The less 
strenuous sports and recreations are almost as plentiful as chey were on 
your post in the States. There are American Red Cross clubs, libraries, 
soldiers' clubs for everyone, and theaters with travelling shows and up-to­
date films. Usually, che special service officer publishes a bulletin listing 
all of the eotertairunent for the coming week. 

Por a while at least, the Germans aren't going to have much to sel!. Ic 
puts you in a strange posit:on: overseas, with few bills co pay, plcnty of 
money in your pocket and not much to spend it on. This always lcads to 
one thing. \Vhat there is to buy acquires an artificial value, and you are 
tempted to pay far over their real value for the occasional cameras, bino­
culars and other souvenirs you are offered. This is a perfcctly good examplc 
of inflation, with ali its dangers. The best advice you can have is to stay 
away from these phony bargains. Send che money home instead. The things 
you really need-smokes, candy, toilet articles and the like-are always 
available at the post exchange for much less than you would pay at home. 
Cameras and binoculars are sold when the Army can get them, at cose. 
There will be a gift shop near you, where you can buy wharever is avail­
able, at the same low prices. Eventually, the Germans may be permitted to 
resume the free manufacture of sorne items. If you are around when that 
happens, you can buy what you want ata fair price. Unti! then, better wait . 

• 

Now a word about your equipment. No American soldier need be told 
lie has the best in the world, he knows thac. It was the best equipment in 
the hands of t~e best fighting men that helped win the greatest victory in 
history. But now that the fighting has finished it is more important than 
ever to properly care for that clothing and equipment individually assigned to 
you or which you may control. Your former brothers-in-arms who actually 
did the fighting are now finding a difficult time getting civilian clothing in 
the States. They will continue to have diíficulcies if factories must turn out 
Army clothing instead of civilian clothing. Keep your clothing clean and in 
good state of repair, and you will thus help your forrner buddies get che 
civilian clothing they need at home. You will soon realize that in poverty­
stricken Europe numerous opportunities exist for a soldier to part with his 
clothing and equipment through illegal channels. Strong disciplinary action 
is taken in those instances where an investigati9n reveals sale, abandonment, 
destruction or neglect. Remember your training in supply dicipline. Keep 
your clothing and equipment in shape, and most of ali- KEEP IT! 
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Not long after we landed in Europe, 
sorne smart operators found that they 
could boost their finances in sorne of the 
countries we went through by one of the 
oldest get-rich-quick schemes ever figured 
out: buying and selling other people s 
money. For a long time, French francs . . 
were worth cwo cenes in France, and you could buy them m Belg1an 
black markets for about half of that. Playing in che money market, along 
with black market dealings, has already landed a lot of soldiers in the 
guardhouse. Hitler flooded ali of the occupied countries with his bogus 
money in deliberate attempts to ruin their financia! structures. Every half­
price franc you puc into circulation helps drive the real value that m~ch 
farther clown. And you're taking an awful chance on a guardhouse vacat1on. 

e e 
Selling food and clothing on the black market is a way of profiting 

directly from the war-born misery and poverty of che European peoples. 
Selling things for three times what they're worth pues money into someone's 
pocket, ali right - the black market operator's. Bue che Frenchman or 
Belgian who is really cold or hungry can't pay the prices. Selling govern­
ment property is another way to get a stiff court marcial sentence entered 
on your service record. Stay away from these schemes. 

One of che tragic af ter-eff ects of che war is che huge number of Euro­
peans girls driven into prostitution. There are more of them than ever, and 
they have a far higher rate of venereal disease. It's a direct result of_ bad 
housing, scarce food, poor sanitation, too few doctors and destroyed hosp1tals. 
From your point of view it all adds up to a greater risk of getting venereal 
disease than ever existed in che States. General Eisenhower called these 
European prostitutes "booby traps." More men were knocked out by chis 
variety chan by che real article. Don't be a VD casualty. 

It is likely to be sometime before mail service is fully restored in Ger­
many. Now, to want to send letters to one's friends is a very human 
desire. In Germany as well as in other countries in Europe, you will come 
across people who will ask you to mail or deliver a letter for them. It 
may seem like a small thing to do-but don't do it! There are good reasons 
for che rcgulacions requiring mail to be sent through at1thorized channels 
only. Moreover, you expose yourself to serious disciplinary action if you 
v iolate these regulations 

10 

One of the rough spots of coming 
overseas is a complete lack of mail for 
the first few weeks. You just have to 
get used to che idea. W rite letters home, 
though, using the "sale water" APO 
you were given before you got on che 
boat. Evencually your mail will reach 

you-probably a whole handful at once. Don't use anything bue that "salt 
water" APO. Using che APO numbers of che reinforcement depots you 
pass through is a sure way of losing your mail for months. As soon as you 
are ass1gncd to a unit, fill out a change of address form in your local APO, 
and havc them forward it to che base post office. G1vc your full name, 
rank, serial number, the "sale water' APO and che namc of your new 
unit and its APO. And date che card. Also, nocify your family and fricnds 
promtly of your new address. 

Therc may be a time when you want to get a message to your family or 
fricnds faster than a letter will do it. You will be able to send cables or 
possibly telcphone. If it is an emcrgency, ask your commandmg off1cer for 
ad vice. Keep your family advised of your la test address. If they ha ve that, 
thcy can get a cable co you in a hurry if ic should be necessary. Once a 
cable or tclegraph messagc muse be re-addressed, it goes no faster than an 
ordinary lcttcr, and you might lose days in gctting an 1mportant message. If 
an emergency should arise at home and you are notified of it by_ letter or 
cable, talk to your CO at once. If conditions warrant, the A_mencan Red 
Cross can check with your family through its local representat1ve and clear 
che way for an emergency furlough. 

In a way, you can look on your tour of duty in occupied Germany as 
a chance to see sorne countries you might never have had an opportunity co 
know outside theArmy. Along with the primary jobs which you have ahead 
of you - selling democracy to che Nazis and controlling chcm until chey 
really believe in it- there are going to be chances for you to tra ve!, n:­
gardless of che job you are doing. 

The best chances for travel are in the form of furloughs. You will be 
able to take these as your time adds up, and there are wide choices. Arrange· 
ments have already been made for furlough tours in Denmark and Switzcr­
land. There are cercain to be opportunities to see París and other pares of 
France, perhaps Brussels or even London and Rome. Take a tip from ex­
penenced travellers and dig into your special service library before you go 
Otherwise, you may be home again before you learn about che things you 
should have seen. Don't !et the word tourist discourage you. There are a 
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lot of jokes about American tourisrs, but being one is fun. lt's che bese way 
to lcarn quickly about the countries you visir. 

Possibly you will travel as a pare ot your duties, as a driver or on special 
jobs wirh other units. The same things hold true. In your free time sec 
everything you can, and get the most out of ir. The chance to scc Europe 
is really a part of the Army's education program. lt's something which 
coses civilians a lot-don't pass up these opportunities. 

Many of you doubtless remember when posters like "Don't talk," 
"Button up your lip" were prominendy displaycd in newspapers, subway 
stations and .on bulletin boards in Army barracks. The reasons for such 
postcrs are obvious because at that time the Army had to reach its mcmbcrs 
the grcat value of security-mindedness in ordcr to prevcnt vital informatio11 
from lcaking out to che enemy. Don't get the idea that becausc che war has 
ended and the enemy has been disarmed there is not longcr a nl!ed for 
maintaining chis security-mindedness. 

The cessation of hostilities has to a certain extent changcd the character 
of our "vital information." Toda y for examplc, we may spcak about sud1 
copies as the location of rroops, ports of embarkation and dcstination ot 
ships and cargoes. However, the Army still has vital in/ormation, thc pro 
tcction of which is your concern. Thc safcty of all classificd documcnt, 
and material must be insure·d according to thc rcgulations set up to procecc 
them, and those of you who deal with these matters must rhoroughly under­
scand the protective regulations. 

You know che answer to chis one as well as anyone else, if you'rc honcst 
with yourself. Again, it's a matter of thinking of thc war as being only 
half won. During che military phase we were getting rid of Nazis by out­
fighting them on a battlefield. The military phase is ovcr, but che siruation 
today is generally che same. We are still getting rid of Nazis,· but che 
methods have changed. Education and control have become our weapons, in 
place of guns and tanks. Looking at it from this viewpoint, it is casy to 
realize che necessity of keeping numbers of Americans in Gcrmany for many 
years to come. Think of yourself as a reprcscntative of dcmocracy at work, 
and you can understand why you're in Germany and why you're importanc. 

You will be in Gcrmany until it is someone else's turn to take ovcr thc 
job you are doing. That's about the only possible answer to the qucstion. 
Obviously, it would be unfair to expect thc old-timcrs to stay in Gcrmany 
indcfinitcly. They've already done their share. But as long as the occupa­
tion lasts, there must be a strong armed force in Germany, and that means 
Amt:rican soldiers. You, in other words. There will be an eligibility system 
or time limit that will determine when it's your turn to go home. Until 
then, you'rc doing your share of a job. That's democracy at work. 
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ECAUSE you were not in Germany while the fighting was going on, 
rhere will be times whcn you will have trouble understanding what 

you scc. The dcstruction in Gcrmany is terrific, but you are going to wonder 
occasionally why sorne arcas are almost undamaged while others are tOtally 
wrcckcd. There is a perfectly good reason for it. Allied bombers went after 
things they knew would disruptGcrmany mosc seriously. There was no poinr 
in risking planes in a raid on a cank assembly plant, if by knocking out a 
faccory making tracks, they could keep that plant from ge,ting anything to 
assemble. So, for evcry wrecked town you see, chere may be chree or four 
which are undamaged, and for every blasced factory, therc are severa! lefr 
incact. The fact chat wc won rhe war is good evidence that Allied bombers 
blasted the factories chat counred, instcad of crying to knock them ali clown. 
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DAMAGE TO CITIES 
In the industrial areas, hardly a city escaped. Aachen was 8 5 _p_er c~nt 

destroyed; Munich, 75; Nuremberg, at least 75; Colognc, 75. C1~1es like 
these, along with Berlin, wcre our primary targets. But you w1ll s~on 
rcalizc thar, in spite of hearing about "_levcllc1" citics, ic was almost 1m­
possible to totally desrroy a modern 71cy u_ntil thc A-bomb carne along. 
The damagc of Germany's gn:at c1t1es is 
awc-inspiring, but chcy are not complctcly 
out of commission. Lifo goes on in thcm, 
dcspite thc damagc. You will be surpriscd 
by che acci vi cy in pares of thesc cirics which 
ha ve been "bombcd flar." 

GERMANY'S WAR POTENTIAL ... 

Concrolling Gcrmany's abilicy to carry 
on a war is one of the gravest problems we 
facc, and onc of che most casily misunder­
stood. There are many factories opc:racing 
in Gcrmany now. Sorne of thcm are going 
full-blast. Thc scory is simply this: Russia, 
for instancc, cannor afford to wn:ck factories 
which she necds in place of her own which 
the Gcrmans descroyed. Similarly, wc need 
sorne of them, and Bric,1in needs othcrs. 
Morcovcr, we must !cave che Gcrmans enough 
to gec along with, unless we want to feed 
atid cloche thcm ourselves. The rest are 
.being liquidaccd. Many already have been 
destroyed. Sorne are earmarked for repara­
tions. \Vhat we are descroying. encircly, 1s 
not so much che physical evidence of Gcrmany's war pocential a che brains 
behind it- the organizations and cartels for which che factories worked. 
Dcstroying thc plants chcmselves woulJ be no answcr. If wc wtre to levcl 
cvcry factory in Gcrmany and chen mo,·c out, it would only be a few 
years beforc che Germans had chcm all going again. Thc answcr is che 
same as it is for che German peoplc; inscead of dcscroying chcqt, wc must 
control chem until the Gcrmans know bcccer. 
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THE UNDAM.AGED CITIES 
In contrast with the wrccked appearance of che north, thcre are many 

cities and cowns in thc south which are totally untouched. They look clean 
and bright- almost friendly. Watch out! Thcse are dangerous too. Asan 
American, you dislike seeing anyone cold or hungry. In these pleasant sur­
roundings it is doubly hard. But this part 0f qerma11r was a~ much _a f3:c~or 

in its war potenual as wcre thc induscn~l emes. 
Herc is whcre thc food carne from wh1ch kept 
the Wehrmacht going; from hcre che recruits 
for che Nazi hordc, and from here the support 
for Nazi " ideal s." Sorne rimes, in ch ese un­
damaged cicics, che war s~cms far rei:noved. 
You may be tcmpccd to think of rhe \'1llagers 
as separa te peoplc, diffcrent from che ones ,vho 
still cling to che battcred cicies. They're not. 
The southcrn cities are just lucky . that's ali. 

INTERPRETING WHAT YOU SEE 

The big thing to keep in mind as you look 
at Germany is that a lot went on beforc you 
got thcre. You w~uldn'c symp_'.1~hiz_e with thc 
Germans over thcir wrecked c1t1es 1f you had 
scen whac they did to che othcr fcllow. Rc­
membcr Warsaw and London and Rotterdam 
and Scalingrad. In the undamaged south, where 
che people seem torally unwarlike, kcep thosc 
cities in mind just the same. These well-behaved 
pcople in their brighr Sunday dress are che 
ones who supported che war and did che work . 
No matter how many faetones and industrial 
cicies are gonc, thcsc quier little villages and 
towns could always furnish che manpower to 

build more, This is che thing that must be ernphasizcd over and ovcr again. 
Germany's war potcntial is not, and can not be, dcstroyed. The Gcrman 
army is deílcatcd, and che na.tion is supcrficially wrc~-:7d. ~ut che ~eoplc are 
still a forfI\idable encmy. What wc must do 1s dem1lmmze that industr~al 
potencial, and chcn maincain a guard ovcr it. Germany's war potcntial 
is a matter of her people, and not of wherhcr or not we dcscroy her 
faccories. P eople can always build more fact0rics. 
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trmnn] 
INDUSTRY and 
RESOURCES 

• • 

NTIL their final, catastrophic defcat, the German people were citizens 
of one of the great industrial nations of che world. Unforcunacdy, 

their induscry and resources, like everyching else chey had, were devoced 
to one end-war. This is the basic difference which exisced between pre-war 
Germany and pre-war America. So alike in many ways (technological 
discoveries, high standards of living and a capacicy for making che good 
things of life,) chey differed totally in their conccpcs of how to enjoy 
those advantages. While America spent its dollars improving the lot ot 
its people through increased production of goods, Germany divertcd that 
huge manufacturing potential into the channels of world dominion. 
Gambling once more on the old Teutonic dream of global mastery, Ger­
many made guns instead of electric refrigerators, used its knowledge in 
developing ersatz consumer goods so that its armies could be fed, instcad 
of for the betterment of its people, and deliberately poured its resource~ 
into the production of a machine designed to enslave the world. 

Compare the map of Germany with what you know of che geography 
of your own country, and you will be able to see why Germany was ablc 
to last as long as it did, and why the Unir.cd Nations had to spend their 
own resources in a vast torrent of war materials beforc the German 
economic machine could be crushcd. While our men were fighting against 
German arms on the grQund, our Air Forces were waging an uncc:asing 
battle against the symbols on the map- steel mills, railroads, heavy in­
dustry and manufacturing. Thc map will also explain why thc Allies 
have talked of a plan to concencrate Germany's post-war industries in 
a strategic "target arca," whcre they could be knockcd out by mass air 
attack if it ever becomes necessary again. 
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monl) TO y 

¡:TER six ycars of propaganda, you are going to be surprised when 
you scc your first Germans. We have talked so much about them, 

haced chcm so much and read so much, thar we are apt to think of them as 
diffcrent from other people. They are, but not in a way that you can 
,c::t'. Just as German cities are apt to remind you of America, so will the 
pcoplc remind you of Americans. On the surface, Germans and Americans 
may be chought to be much more alike than, say, French and Americans 
or Russians and Americans. German efficiency and industry, German 
inventiveness, German plumbing and central heating will sometimes remind 
you of your own country. That's why you have to keep in mind what 
che German people are really like. Central heating is typical of Germany, 
but so was Buchenwald. German cleanliness is typical-so much so that 
they tried to make soap out of human bodies. German medicine is so 
highly developed that it learned to use human beings as experimental 
guinea pigs. Nazi art gave the ;wor1d lamp-shades of decorated human 
skin. That isn't being like Americans! 

Making us feel sorry for them is one of the few weapons the "little" 
Gcrmans have left. There are children who shuffle from one foot to an­
ocher in che cold ourside your mess-hall; rhey'll be too poli te, or too 
scared, to ask for food, bue you can see in their eyes how hungry they 
are. There are old men and old women pulling cares, and young girls 
drcsscd in threadbare cloching. These aren't Nazis, you'll say. 

Ir will be hard for you to realize that these people, as miserable as 
thcy appear, are still better off than thousands of che Greeks, and Dutch 
and Polcs they enslaved. The misery Germans have brought on themselves 
as a rcsult of rheir senseless war-mongering is only a fraction of what 
thcy inflicted on others. These "linle" Gcrmans are the people who accept­
ed slave labor and wcre glad to gct it. Germany is srill full of these 
victims of Nazi brutality. Talk to any Pole or Frenchman or Dutchman 
who was enslaved in Germany, and he will tell you how the "little" 
Gcrmans treated him. He will tell you that enslaved laborers were spat 
upon and ridiculed, and deprived of ali human contact. No one feels 
sorry for a man when he deliberately pulls a house clown over his head. 
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Coming to Europe after thc shooting is ovcr is a lucky break, bue in 
onc way it puts you bchind che eight-ball. You are seeing half of che story. 
And the other, the worsr half, is buried forcver. Lidice is an open, grassy 
area with a simple cross to mark che place where the Nazis wipcd out a 
whole Czechoslovakian town. The sites of Buchcuwald, Dachau and 
Bclsen are cleaned up, and che starved, scorchcd bodies ha ve bcen d~cently 
buricd. The murdcred cities of Europe are too far away, and already thc 
Dutch and che Poles and Belgians are clearing the dcbris and rcbuilding 
as well as they can. Ic's difficult, though, to rebuild with no equipmcnt 
and hardly any materials. The Germans took them during their occupation. 

Noc having seen chese chings makes ir hard to kcep chcm in mind whcn 
you come in con tace with che Germans. It's hard to rcal ize chat the fraulcin 
who does your laundry may have known about torture camps and shruggcd 
her shouldcrs, with the thought: aftcr ali, they werc conquered pcoplc, 
those Slavs and Jcws. Sub-humans, rcally. And yct you have co think of 
thesc things. Thcre are fcw who can be cxcuscd as "good Gcrmans." 
There weren'c enough co scarr with. If thcrc had bcen, Lidicc and Buchen­
wald and Belsen wouldn'c have happened. 

As an American, you won't want to convict pcople on che basis of 
ch;ngs you didn'c see yourself. Bue rhis is one time when you have to. 
Every seccion of German society, not just che militarists and manufaccurers, 
proficed from Hitler's European conquescs or condoned rheir bruralicics. 

Unfortunately, che human mind has its pecularicics. The pleasant chings 
are easy to rcmember, bue we ali h_ave something in us callcd a "censor," 
which crics co bury che unpleasanc rhings. \Y/ e forgct rhem. This is true 
of everyone. In ali of us the censor is working conscantly, withouc our 
realizing ir, pushing che unpleasant chings into che corners, out of sight, 
where they won't bother us. That's why we have to remember rhese 
chings deliberately. Keep che pictures you'vc scen of Buchcnwald and 
Belsen in your mind while you are in Germany. Remember che oncs of 
Warsaw and Rottcrdam, of French and Polish refugccs, of starving Grccks 
and Dutch. Thcsc are a part of che cquipmcnt you need in judging che 
Germans you mect. 
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One of the things you missed by not being ~ Europe during the last 
days was a look at the piles of loot which the Germans stole from thc 
occupied countries and stored away in the fatherland. Cheeses from 
Holland, piled in readiness for German appetites, while the Dutch who 
made them were starving. Grain from Poland and the Ukraine. Wines and 
scarce, delicate foods from France. Denmark's famous dairy products. 
Cranes and machinery from Le Havre, Rouen and Antwerp. Belgian 
church bells, waiting to be me!ted clown. Warehouses of beef from Den­
mark, Belgium and Holland. French and Dutch railway cars. Unopened 
crates of fine glassware. Cloth and linens, works of art. The conquerors 
missed nothing. Throughout the war the _Germans lived, like leeches, on 
the wealth of other countries. This is.one reason why Germany was able 
to last as long as she did. It is why so rnany Gerrnans look well-fed and 
healthy, even now, in contrast with the undernourished French and Dutch. 
It is why Greece and Poland starved while Germany fattened. 

Even the theft of Europe's food and clothing, by which the master 
race accepted responsibility for thousands of deaths frorn starvation and 
disease, pales before the Nazi record of human loot. Not sioce the Midd'lc 
Ages has one European nation conquered another and c.arried off its men 
and women to work and die in factories and mines. le is estimated that there 
were 8h million oP these unwilling laborers herded into the Nazi fortress. 
By war's end, Gerrnany was a vast prison pen, filled with slaves the Ger­
mans had taken from conquered countries. Countless thousands had died. 
Among those still living, every nationality in Europe was represented. Most 
were Po les or Russians, called "sub-humans" by the master race. E ven Ger­
mans were enslaved if they dared display anti-Nazi or democratic leanings. 

Not ali of these slaves went to the factories or the mines. Thousandi 
were sent out as farm hands and as laborers, where they worked for thc 
sarne "litt!e people" we see toda y in Germany. You cannot divorce these 
things from the German people as a whole. Along with the industrialists 
and the munitions makers, the l'f azi farming and working classes shared 
in the profits of Germany's' inhumanity. 
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OWEVER, we discredit them, the Germans are 
past masters of propaganda. After twclvc years in 

Goebbels lie factory, you can be pretty sure that any 
German you meet is an expert with ali of the lies, thc 
half-truths and the insidious suggestions he nceds to scll 
you on anything he wants you to bclicvc. Thc Gcrman 
knows them all by hcart. And un like his guns and his 
tanks, this is one thing you can't just takc away from 
him. The false reasoning that led thc average Gcrman 
to accept Nazi hypocrisy and Nazi brutality is just as 
strong today as it was befare he was bcatcn. It is the 
one weapon Germany has left, and in sorne ways it is 
thc most dangerours. Czechoslovakia and Austria and 
Rumania were propaganda victories. 

In dealing with post-war Nazi propaganda, you are 

THE M ELODY-
going to have to think of it in terms of individuals -
pcople you meet. And you have to be tough about it. 
The ragged Gcrman trudging along the street with a 
load of firewood may not look vicious, but he has a lot 
in common with a trapped rat. Along with thc rcst of 
his nation, he has been beaten, physically and complercly. 
He is in a comer, with every escape but onc cut off. 
l t isn't hard to understand why he will jump dcsperately, 
time af ter time, for that one way out. If he can talk us 
into packing up and going home, he can still win. It's 
his last chance, and he will make the most of it as long a\ 
we are here. 

I t is not only thc Nazi dic-hard who will rry to 
persuade us to cut our occupation short and go home. 
The majority of Germans, naturally, want us to !cave. 

T hat's where the danger comes in. It comes from evcry 
sidc. T his subde eating away at our resolve to stay 
and see the job through. The young girl you meet 
wants us to leave so that her German boy friend can 
have a job again and they can marry. If we !cave now, 
that job may be in an ammunition factory. 

Hitler's "superman" is a cunning and heardess op­
portunist. He can lie dormant for years, if need be, 
waiting for a weakness to develop in our occupation. 
He can wear us clown so slowly that we may never 
realizc what is happening to us. If servility and humility 
will convincc us that he is not so bad a fellow as we 
thought at first, he can be scrvile and humble for years. 
Right now che Germans are mighty anxious to show 
us ali of thcir good qualities. If they do it long enough, 

~ 
LINGERS ON 
,rnd if ~c'rc b1g. cnough 1diots to takc that sort of bait, 
thcy m1ght convmce us that they have no bad qualities. 
Thcrc are a dozcn other ways in which these beaten 
peoplc can still influence us to thcir own advantage and 
to our mfinite harm. 

The tough thing about Nazi propaganda today is 
the difficulty in rccognizing it. It doesn't come ovcr 
radios anymore. Papers can't publi~h it. There are no 
postcrs roaring slandcrs at thc American gangsrcrs or 
at the dirty, ignorant Pales and French. There are 
no booklcts proving thac ali public officials in Amaica 
are grccdy Jewish banhrs or chat thc Russians are 
sub-human Asiatics "'ho can't be crusrcd. Thc propa­
ganda \YC are meeting roday in Gcrmany is ren rimes 
more subrlc rhan che lics rhac so succcssfully sold thc 



Germans on their career of murder and bloodshed. It has gone under­
ground and put on a disguise. Now it comes out in casual remarks from 
the most unlikely people. 

Here are sorne of the themes Nazi propaganda uses now: 

From the woman ·who cleans your billet: "I never approved of the 
Nazi campaign to encourage illegitimate babies." No? Somebody must 
have or there wouldn't have been so many of them. 

From a "good German" who drives for the Americans: "Germans 
really are more like Americans than any other people." Do you recognize 
it? It's the old super-race idea in reverse. What he's trying to get across 
is that Germans and Americans are better than the French, Poles, Greeks etc. 

A shop-keeper: "l'm glad l'm in the American zone. The Russians 
have ruined everything." This is a nice flattering way of saying that 
the Russians are doing a poor job in thcir occupation zone. Actually, 
they're doing as good a job as the other Allies in their zones, and the 
Germans don't like it. 

A girl: "America should never have fought Germany. We are the 
guardians of culture in Europe, just as you are in America." Flattery 
again. Who burned the books? Who banished men like Einstein and 
Thomas Mann because they wouldn't squeeze their talents into the Nazi 
mold. Ask yourself if things like slave labor and deliberate starvation 
of whole countries were among the cultural accomplishments they 
guarded. 

A prisoner: "Germany didn't start the war. We were forced into 
it by economic pressure Jrom other nations." If they weren't going to 
start a war, why did Germany be in planhing another one right aftcr 
losing World W ar I ? 

An old man: "We' ll never be able to govern ourselves. Electjons are 
dangerous because radicals and labor night take over." This is the worst 
kind. It sounds like a thoughtful, repentant German suggesting that we 
stay in his country forever. Actually, ic's subtle discouragement of 
democracy. 

From the average German "I was f~rced to jom the Nazis-it was 
the only way I could make a living and support my /ami/y." That's 
what they all say now. Don't fall for it; the "conquered" people of 
France, Denmark, Norway, etc., found ways of resisting the Nazis­
and effectively too. 

Here is another thoughtful, repentant one: "There was a lot of good in 
Nazism, if we had known when to stop." Why did Hitler build new high­
ways and new hospitals and new homes for workers? These were the first: 
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steps in getting Germany ready for war. He never intended to stop. 
Everything Hitler did had a military value. 

Here is the pay-off: "Americans always play fair with a defeated 
Joe." You bet they do! And they're going to stay in Germany long enough 
to be sure of it this time, 

There are plenty more where these carne from, and they are ali the 
same sort of hog-wash. Even your friends may pide up sorne of them and 
repeat them. If you hear anyone saying that the Jews started all the trouble, 
or that Germany was only protecting the world against Communism, or 
that we'll soon be at war with Russia, straighten him out in a hurry. 
Whether he realizes it or not, he is spreading the small brand of Nazi 
virus that started the war in the first place. He's playing right into the 
Nazi's hands. 

If you ever have to decide for yourself whether a German is sincerely 
intcrested in building a democratic and pcaceful Germany, try sorne of 
these questions on him. Does he accept the collective guilt of the German 
people? Is he sorry that Germany started the war or only sorry that they 
lost it? Does he agree that Germany should pay reparations to the 
counrrics devastated by Germany? Does he agree with Allied denazifica­
tion policies, not only in government but in prívate industry and business? 
Does he approve of the war crimes trials? Does he admit that Germany's 
plight today is due to Germany's own actions, and not to the Allies, thc 
Jews or any other group? Does he understand that the Germans them­
selves are going to have ., build up truly democratic institutions? Does 
he advocate peaceful international cooperations, instead of plugging the 
old theme that Germany will fight with any country in the future against 
the Soviet Union? Even if you get apparent-
ly sincere answers to ali these questions, be 
skeptical. Whatever else they are, the Ger­
mans aren't total idiots. If you !et them, 
they'll tell you what they think you want 
to hear. 

About fraternization: The strict non­
fraternization policy, instituted upon thc 
entry of our forces into Germany, has been 
gradually relaxed. The only restrictions 
which have remained in effect since 1 Oct­
ober 194 5 ha ve been a strict prohibition 
against marriage with Germans and against 
billeting of soldiers with German families. 
lt is not expected that you will have any 
inclination to violare thesc rcstrictions. You 
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will probably meet Germans. In your relations with them you should re­
member that you are representative of the American way of life. You are 
expected to conduct yourself so as to reflect credit on your country and 
your uniform. 

This is a good time to talk again about your mission and responsibilities 
as an occupation soldier. Combating propaganda can't be done by passing 
laws. It has to be done slowly, personally, through individual contacts 
with the Germans. If a German tells you someching chat you recognize 
as being colored by one of these Nazi themes, straighten him out then and 
there. You will be convincing one more German that we mean what we 
say. If enough Germans find that out, they may give up eventually. On 
the other hand, if they see that you or any of your buddies are swallow­
ing these tales and helping to spread them, there will be twice as many 
the next day. lh that respect, Germans are like anybody else. When 
they see that you are sympathetic to their tales of woe, or even willing 
to listen, they double their efforts to convince you. Scraightening them 
out at the start is che best way to fight it. 

Not all of the resistance to our occupation is in the form of talk. Ger­
many is still an enemy country; don't forget that. Decapitating wires 
are still strung across lonely roads at nighr, and soldiers' bodies have been 
found in rivers and isolated areas. Off duty you won't carry arms, so it's 
smart to be alert. Keep your eyes open, as well as your ears. 
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N V-E Day therc wcrc more than thrcc million non-Gcrman men, 
women, and childrcn in our scction of Germany. Thcse were those 

lucky (?) ones who had survived the horrors of Buchenwald and Dachau. 
Thcy wcrc the Gcrman's prisoners of war. They were the survivors of thc 
millions of forced laborers Germany had brought from every country 
of Europe to hclp ic clown democracy. These chree million wcre the 
displaced persons, or DPs as you'll hear them called. 

Caring for chese people and getting them back to their homes was a 
trcmcndous job. I c's ncarly finished and we can be proud of the way it's 
becn done. By che end of January 1946 chcre were only half a million 
lcft. But you'll see more of these DP's, hear more abouc them, and have 
more to do with them, than their numbcrs seem to warrant. For obvious 
reasons, contact between them and the German civil police is not en­
couraged. While awaiting repatriation, they live in American-run com­
pounds or camps; many of them work for our Army. 

\'v"hen you see thest: people, there are sorne things you will have to 
remember about them. Fir~t and foremost, they have been through six 
or seven years of hell- whether it was thc complete hell of thc Nazi 
murder camps, or the sof ter kind, which consistcd in seeing che ir homes 
burncd, their families killed, and being transported to work and starvc 
in the land of the "Master Race." That they have survived at ali is a 
miracle to most of them; they've seen their friends and families fall by 
thc wayside. They're alonc in the world; frequently the very town they 
lived in doesn't exist any more. They hate the Germans, more deeply 
and bitterly than we possibly can who merely fought them. When he 
secs a German well-dressed and well-fed, the DP sees his food and his coat 
making him that way. The DP is as bound by tenets of law and ordcrs 
as any, but you may find his attitude different from what you might 
expect. If you find the DP resentful of authority, afraid of anyone in 
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any uniform, or not as "correct" in his attitude toward the Germans 
as you are, you'll know why. If he is not as well-dressed or not as clean, 
or not as smart as sorne Germans you see, remember there's a reason. 

Many of the DPs are Jewish. Their situation is especially difficult. 
Sorne six million European Jews have been exterminated in the last decade. 
Out of three and a half million Jews in Poland, 230,000 survived. It is 
easy to understand why those who did survive are loath to return to 
Poland; they want to h:ave Europe behind them forever-and they have 
no place to go. 

The same thing is true of the Jews who lived in Germany beforc 
the war. In 1933 therc werc 600,000 of them; today there are twelve 
thousand. Like the displaced persons, they see the Germans with food 
and clothing that belonged to them. If it becomes your job to move Ger­
mans out of thcir houses so that these or other victims of the Nazi system 
can move in, if Germans protest because these people get better rations or 
better clothing, just remember that it certainly wasn' t the Jews who backed 
Hitler, and that a Germany which once housed 600,000 German Jewish 
citizcns can certainly provide - r 2,000 survivors with adequate sheltcr 
and food. 
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- "Hcil Hitler," the Nazis shouted as they marched 
across ficlds whilc bands played marcial music, and the Gcrmans who 
now say, "What could we litt!e pcople do?" - thcy were thcre too, 
admmng, smging and cchoing, "S1eg Heil." 
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.. -. - · · - -· - - A bombed-out building is never pretty. Bue Ger­
many's ruins are the direct result of those same Nazi rallies. The "little 
people" who today live in their huts and shacks and caves are the same 
Gcrmans who bclieved that they were the "Master Race." 

31 



- Here is a home scene in Poland. Bombs fell on 
Warsaw and Rotterdam before any fell on Germany. This little Polish 
boy never shouted "Heil Hitler" or "Sieg Heil." Neither did the peoplc 
of Russia or France or Jugoslavia or Greecc. 
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- Twice the Germans have failed. The first time 
- in 19 r 8 - we thought they had learned their lesson. This time we must 
be sure thcy know there is no "Master Race." Until they do know it, we 
stand guard - THA T'S OUR JOB IN GERMANY. 
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HE map ,1boy,: \how~ progrt:\S of rhc war on thc: \X/cscan Frnnt. During 

thc 317 latcful d:iys bccween 6 June 1944 anJ 7 ~Ll\" 1945, All11:d 

t roops mee and dt:feated an army which had almost accompl1shcd ,1 plan 

of conqucst tO cnslavc che world. Each line on che map reprc~ents .t ma¡or 

phasc of thc suugglc. Gcmng American troops up to thc Elbe R. 1\'er li111: 

of 27 Apnl cose the United Statcs more of ltS wcalth rh;:in it ha<l spcnt 

throughour its cntirc past hisrory and rhe l1vcs of 150,000 of )rs sold1ers. 
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THE WESTERN FRONT 
Look111g back on Lhe long srruggle which was cl1maxcd by thc: utter 

dcfcar of Germany's W ehrmacht in Europe, you cannot hdp wondcnng 
how che giganric task was ever accomplished. Welding mill1on, of mcn, 
rcprcscnring dozens of nationalitics, into a single flghting tcam ; fccd10g 
thcm, clothing and cquipping them; supplying and mov111g thcm, abo\'e 
ali, leading thcm, represents the greatest mass effort cvcr made 111 che 
hmory of mankind. · 

Thc Anglo-American campaign in che wcst, whid1 broughc a qu,ck, 
dec1s1vc victory over Hider's bordes, breaks clown into ninc phascs, plus 
a build-up period m Erigland: (r) che beaches; (2) Se. Lo ; (3) l1beration 
of Paris; (4) landing m Southern France; (5) consol1d ac1011 of forces; 
(6) barde of che Bulgc; (7) battle of Western Germany; (8) Rhinc ,·rossmgs; 
and (9) v1ctory in Gcrmany. In onc terrific blow after :rnotha, General 
Eisenhowcr's forces systemarically crippled, and rhen annihilated. Ger· 
many's forces in Europe. 

Up ro 6 Junc 1944, everything rhe Allies did may de called "prcpar­
ation." The landings in North Africa led toan Allicd squcczc that knockcd 
out a major rhrcat by che dcfeat of Marshal Rommcl's Afrika 1\01 ps. l n 
England an immense build-up of men and supplics bcgan to la) che 
groundwork for rhe final blow against Europe, and rhe Allied A1r Force~ 
rhrcw rhcir weighr into the softening process by vbich British and Ameri­
can bombs crippled Gcrman industrial production, harasscd thcir trans­
porrarion sysrem, and broke clown rheir war machinc. Meanwhilc. Allied 
forces jumpcd across rhc Mcditerranean, rook Sicily and began thc long, 
painful srruggle up thc Iralian boor. By che morning of 6 Junl'.. Axis forces 
wcre fccling thc wcighr of Allicd prcssure in rhrec direcr1ons: from the 
wcst, "ia Anglo-American air blows; in che sourh, whcrc a full-scale 
srrugglc for Iraly was going on; in the cast, whcre Red Army attacks 
gradually crumblcd Axis defenscs and rolled chem back roward Berlín 
In addirion, che "war of nerves" and invasion jirrers plagucd thc Gcrman, 
who could c,·cn rhcn sec thcir inevitable doom facing rhcm. 

Herc is a blow-by-blow account of che Allicd success in thc ,vest: 

(1) The Beaches: Beginning ar dawn on 6 June, U. S. troops poured 
ashore, whilc airborne forces foughr to hold inland arcas; in thrce days, 
140,982 U. S. rroops reached che Continent, and secured che foochold which 
Hitler had boastcd was 1mpossible. Af ter the consol1dation oi che bcach 
hcad,. Allied rroops swung west and norrh for rheir "leit hook," .rnd 
capturcd Cherbourg. Meanwhile Brirish forces hdd rhe Germans off 
at Caen. 
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(1) Se. Lo: Saturation air bombings proceded the U. S. First's break­
through at bloody St. Lo, and General Patton's Third began to rol!. While 
one corps cut off the Brittany Península, another doubled back to trap the 
German Seventh Army at Falaise. 

(3) liberation of Parts: After the German defeat at Falaisc, the Third 
Army made its dash across France, sweeping to the Seine and over, hclped 
to libera te Par is and pinned huge German forces against the bridgeless river. 

(4) landing in Southern France: On 15 August 1944, General Patdú 
Seventh Army debarked on the Riviera and scized Marscilles. German 
forces in Southern France were badly cut up, and their remnants driven 
northward towards the Belfort Gap. German forces, fought bitterly to 
prcvent thc link-up bctween Third and Seventh Army forces, which would 
cut France in two and isolate large numbers of German troops in Central 
and Southwestern France. 

(5) Consolidation of Forces: With che U.S. Seventh and Third Armies 
joincd at Dijon, and Luxembourg and Belgium liberated, the Allies could 
straighten their line, which extended now from Southcrn France to Hol­
land, and prepare for the drive against Gcrmany proper. Thc port of 
Antwerp fcll during this period, and was immediatcly repaired to handlc 
supplies for British and U. S. Northern Armies. 

(6) Battle of the Bu/ge: In a desperate last attempt, Hitler tricd to 
recapture Antwerp and Liege, and to cut off 38 Allied divisions when, 
on 16 December 1944, von Rundstedt launched his "bulge" offensive into 
Belgium and che Ardennes. Heroic resistance at Bastogne and clscwherc 
along the thin Allied line slowed che German drive, and combined British 
and American offensives bent the bulge back into Germany. This was 
Germany's last full-scale offensive. 

(7) Battle of Western Germany: As if in answer to General Eisen· 
hower's praycr, the Germans elected to make a major stand west of the 
Rhine. When thc Allies hit with terrific power, thc enemy was nailed to 
thc river, surrounded and liquidated. The Rhine bridge at Remagen wa~ 
captured intact, and allowed the first Allied crossing in force. 

(8) The Rhine Crossing: Wirh gains wesc of the river consolidated, che 
British, Canadian, French and American Armies boiled across thc Rhine, 
assisced by mass landings of airborne troops. In che largest "double­
envelopment" in history, the en tire industri.al Ruhr valley was cnci rcled 
and its defcnders killed or captured. 

(9) Meanwhile, Allied Armies raced eastward across Germany for rhe 
kili. The link-up between che U. S. First and the Russians ac Torgau on the 
Elbe river spelled ccrtain doom to the Nazis. The end carne with un­
conditional surrender on 7 May 1945 1 337 days after che first Allied soldier 
went across the Normandy bcachheads. 
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were only 200 uniformed Amen­
cans in Germany in t921, none in 
1923. (3) \Ve allowed the Gcrmans 
to keep a 100,000-men army. We 
know now what they did with it. 
(4) We helped German industry 
and trade rebuild so that they 
could pay reparations. Actuall y, 
we were helping to rebuild che 
German war potencial. (5 ) W e 
ga ve financia! aid to speed the re­
construction of Germany. (6) We 
permitted self-government before 
the Germans were ready for it. 
(7) W e failed to a bol ish the 
General Srnff Corps. (8) We let 
the Germans try their own war 
criminals. They tricked us by 
cutting the list from 869 to 45, 
then tried r 2 and convicted only 6. 
(9) We failed to give the League 
of Nations the power it needed. 
We didn't even join. (ro) We 
believed the Germans when they 
said had reformed. Instead of 
saving the world for democracy, 
we made so many mistakes that 
we ended up by rebuilding Ger­
many for another war. 

OUR JOB THIS TIME 

Thi, time, our first job lies in 
n:alizing that our work did not 
end with the unconditional sur­
render of the German armies. Our 
original war aims are as good now 
as they were on 7 December 194 1: 
the dt:feat of this Axis and the 
destruction of fascism. Militarily, 
the first of these goals is ac­
complished. Accomplishing rhe 
second means that we are going to 
havc to bring about an actual, 

deep change in the whole German 
nation. I t muse be a change that 
embraces everything in German 
lif e, from poli tics and business to 
personal thinking. The old Ger­
many of 187 and 1914 and 1939 
must go, so that ot only che means 
for war but the a~·sire for war are 
excinct. Ali of the fascist ideas 
which foment wars n.ust go. lt's 
going to be a long, tough JOb, but 
it can be done. 

BALAMCIMG THE SCORE 

In contrast with the ten mistakes 
we made in 19 r 8, herc is another 
lisr. These are things that are going 
on in Germany today: 

( 1) E very square foot of Gcr­
man y is occupied, and Allied con­
trol extends ro every phase of 
Gcrman life. (2) Pcrmanent oc­
cupation croops will stay in Gcr­
many as long as necessary. If more 
are needed, more will be brought 
in. (3 ) Ali German forces have 
been disbanded, and every military 
organization, including military 
school's and veteran's groups; have 
been oudawed. Uniforms are for­
bidden. The production, possession 
or maintenance of arms, aircraft, 
ammunition or any other war 
equipment is forbidden. (4) Ger­
many is being givcn no help in 
rchuilding. The Germans, chis 
time, must pick chcmselvcs up 
from the ruins. ( 5) German cco­
nomy is being reorganized with 
cmphasis on agriculture and peacc­
ful, domestic industry. Cartcls, 
syndicates, trusts and ocher mono-



poi ies ha ve been a bol ished. Poten­
t1<1l wu material factories not 
needcd for repararions or for use 
b} che Allies are being desrroycd. 
(6) The Germans musr pro,·e rheir 
,1bil1ry ro govcrn thcmsdves again 
before it will be allowl!d by the 
Al lies. (7) The Gcner.11 Sraff Corps 
has been clim111ated. (S) U11likc 
the Lcaguc of Narions, rhe Unired 
"t\auons Org.111iz.1tion has the 
machi11ay to en forcc i ts decís ion s. 
(9) \\ ,11' crimcs m,1ls are 11ot bei11g 
rurncd o,·er to thc Gcrnu11s. ( 1 o) 
lt ,, ill be a long rime bcforc any­
onc rrusts thl! Gcrn1<1ns ag,1i11. 

Th1s 1s ho,, our prcscnr occupa­
tion a,ms wcre expn:ssed by the 
'' 8i~ Thrce " 111 Bcrl111 011 17 July 
1945: Complercly d,sarm and de­
mil1t,1rize Gama11v, ,rnd climinate 
or concrol ali indÚstn' rhat could 
be used for militaq · production; 
convim:e rhc German peoplc rhar 
thev sutfercd total military dcfeat, 
and th,u thcy cJnnot escape re­
sponsibilin for wh,1t rhcy havc 
brought upon thcmseh·es; destroy 
thc !\,1tion.1l Socialist Party and 
it~ atfili,1tcd and supervi scd or­
g.1111z.1t1ons; d,ssohe ali Nazi in­
sriturio11i;, .111d insure rhat they are 
not re, i ved in an y from; prepare 
for thc c,·cntual rcconsrrucrion of 
Gcrman polirical life on a dcmo­
cratic basis. 

These aims, and rhese accom­
plishmenrs, are a long way from 
our inexpericnced attemprs in 
19 1 S. This time we know whar 
we wanr, and we know how to 
ger Jt. 

PROGRESS IN DEMOCRACY 
\X'hat we have talked about up 

to this point has largcly becn 
controls imposed on the Germans, 
dcsigncd to prevcnt rheir going ro 
war again. What are we doing to 

kcep rhe Germans from wanting 
to go to war? Democracy, real 
democracy, isn't something rhat 
can be forced down people's 
throacs. It musr be builr up slowly 
in rheir minds. Steps ha ve airead y 
bcen raken toward the re-educa­
rion of the Germans. Schools and 
universmcs, purged of Nazi 
teachcrs and textbooks, have re­
opcned. Newspapers are bcing 
printed by anti-Nazi publishers. 
\X' orkers are requesting permission 
to form unions and, for rhe flrst 
time since 1933, anti-Nazi política! 
parties are holding public meet­
ings. Germans are again cnjoying 
freedom of worship. Nazi legisla­
tion has bcen revoked; rhere are 
no longer laws discriminating 
againsr races, creeds or polirical 
opinions disliked by the Nazis. 

The most promising signs of ali 
wcre rhe elections held in Jan r 946, 
8 3 per cent voted. Though in vol v­
ing only townships, it was thc flrst 
time in years any German had a 
chance to speak his mind and cast 
his vote the way he wanred it to 
go. Gradually clections on higher 
and higher levels will be held, and 
che German will evenrually grasp 
che feeli ng of free, vote - as - yo u -
wanc, say- what-you-wanr, de­
mocracy. 



PUNISHING THE GUIL TY 

FTER the last war, only six Germans werc convictcd of war crimcs. 
This time the story is different. The Russians wcre hanging con­

victed war criminals before the war was even over. Allied justicc is 
reaching down into the small fry this time, too, along w1th thc big-shots 
of the Hitler gang. There will be no doubc, afccr thcsc guilty thousands 
have scood tria!, of our determination to punish the Nazis. 

A lot of real importance of the trials was overshadowed by che big 
show at Nurcmbcrg. There, one group of men stood accuscd of crimcs 
too enormous to grasp: enslaving 8 ~ mi Ilion Europeans; scealing 22,000 

works of art; murdering uncounted millions; looting Francc alonc of 
1,344 billion francs in money and goods. In the sensationalism of thc 
Nuremberg trials we have tended to overlook the fact that it is only onc 
tria! out of thousands. Less than faur months after V-E Day, the Allic~ 
had completed their fourteenth list of war criminals. Therc wcrc more 
than 1,000 names on it. Ali over Europe thc trials have gonc on and 
will continue to lasc until the last suspect has bcen judgcd. Evcry country 
which was over-run by the Nazis has collected evidence. In each occupa­
tion zone of Germany criminals are judged. In Poland, France, Belgium, 
Holland and Norway the guilty have been gathered in. This is what che 
"Big Three" meant whcn they said in Berlín: "W ar criminals shall be 
arrested and brought to justice." I e is another cxamplc of che fact thac 
this time, we mean what wc say. 

Whilc you're in Germany you are going to hcar 
a lot about denazification and Military Govcrn­
ment. Thc Nazis, whether they're open or con­
cealed, don't like it at ali. Briefly, our denazifica­
tion policy as contained in directives and in Law 
Number 8 requires that no Nazi or Nazi sym­
pathizer will be retained in public officc, or any 
posicion of importance or influence in prívate entcr­
prise. Thac policy excludes Hider's pals from 
almost everything but manual labor. lt is a big 
come down for che master race. 

There has bcen no trifling with the policy of getting rid of che N azis. 
This is what General Eisenhower had to say abouc it: '' I have announced 
a flrm policy of uprooting che whole Nazi organization. Reduced to 
ics fundamencals, che United Scaces encered chis war as che foe of Nazism. 
Viccory is noc complete uncil we have eliminaced from positions of 
responsibility every active adherent to che Nazi Parcy. We will not 

40 



compromise with Nazism in any way ... The discussion stage of this 
question is long past." Not long after that, General McNarney reported 
that, during the first seven months of our occupation, 250,000 Nazis had 
been excluded from public and prívate positions. 

Denazification directives and Military Government keep Nazis out 
of jobs in schools, radio stations, newspaper offices, out of corporations 
and civic posts, away from labor organizations, out of finance and in­
dustry, as well as entirely out of government. In short, it has slammed 
the door in their faces as far as nice, sof t jobs are con cerned, or jobs 
from which they could influence people. 

* * 



What's 
Wrono 
wifh 
Germany? 

E have proved one thing in America: the 
German problem is not a racial problem; it 

is not a problem of blood. When a ,German family moves to the United 
States and lives there for a few decades, it produces as good citizens as 
a family from any other stock. Wendell Willkie was an outstanding 
example, so is General Eisenhower. 

The trouble can't be blood, or inheritance. It must be surroundings. 
There must be something deeply wrong with the way Germans are brought 
up at home. 

What is wrong with the Germans? If it isn't their blood, if it isn't 
something they have inherited from a savage pase, whar is it? Each of 
us must have a clear answer to this question, for otherwisc we cannot 
hope to know why we were unable to avoid the war, why thc war had 
to happcn. If we don't know that, we can ha ve no clear idea why it is 
necessary for us to take the responsibility for a long, costly occupation 
of Germany. 
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In r 808, the philosopher Fichte, one of the leaders of Prussian thought. 
was writing: "Though military force must be its instrument, (German 
civilization) would prevail because of its own intrinsic superiority over 
ali other forms of civilization." And again, "Neither law nor right exists 
cxccpt che right of the strongest." 

In 1 869, thc famous historian and political philosopher von Treitschke 
wrote: "That war should ever be banished from the world is a hope not 
only absurd, bue profoundly immoral." 

Just afcer the turn of the century, the All-German League was an­
nouncing: "Germans alone will govern; they alone will exercise political 
rights; thcy alone will serve in the army and navy; they alone will have 
thc right to become landowners- However, they will condescend so far 
as to delegate inferior tasks to foreign subjects subservient to Germany." 

In 1905 Professor Joseph Reimer, a well-known and respected Ger­
man writer, said: "Our race wich its culture is superior to ali other nations 
and races of the earth." And the great von Bülow, Chancellor of the 
Kaiser's Reich, announced: "To the hypocritical French slogan of Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternicy, we oppose our Prussian realities of Infantry, Cavalry, 
Artillery." 

These are the beliefs which we brand today as "Nazism." Actually, 
chey are simply German. The Germans have noc only talked like chis, 
they have livcd like chis. In the eighteenth century Frederick the Great 
both preachcd che aggressive spiric and applied it in deeck He was one 
of che most ruthless war-makers of the modern period. Since the time 
of Frederick, Germany has lived by warlike philosophies; Germans are 
better than anyone else; war is desirable; and any means of defeating 
our neighbors, however murderous, is permissable. And since che time 
of Frederick, Germany has had wars. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Prussians had recovered 
from their dcfeats at che hands of Napoleon, and were ready to start 
again chcir own conquests of their neighbors. They fought the Austrians; 
they foughc the Danes; chey fought the French. They builc che unity of 
cheir First Reich on Bismarck's "blood and iron." 

Then chey had cheir marvelous years of industrial and technological 
expansion. From 1871 to 1914 the Germans astonished che world wich 
cheir progrcss. And ali che time chcy were sword-ractling, and thrcatening 
and building greater armamcnts. le is absurd to say they were a " have­
not" nation. They could ha ve acomplished anything in a world of peace. 
They did not want a world of peace. In their own words, they wanted 
"world domination or downfall." So the first great German war of 
dcvastacion was precipitated in 1914. 

Thc nacional hymn of the Kaiser's Germans, when we fought chem 
30 years ago, was "Deutschland, Deutsd1land über alíes, iiber alles in der 
Welt." (Gcrmany, Germany, over everyone, over everyonc in thc world.) 
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The Nazi hymn endcd on this line: "Denn heute gehort uns Deutschland 
und morgen die ganze Welt." (For today Gcrmany bclongs to us and 
tomorrow the whole world.) 

It is true that other nations (al! nations perhaps) have produced 
people capable of writing such stuff; but the Germans alone in che modern 
western world have produced people capable of reading and believing it, 
capable of acting on it. 

In Germany it has not been cranks and unimportant little pcople who 
made such statcments, it has becn leading scholars, statcsmcn, and soldiers. 
It has been men in a position to warp the mind of youch, to deprive it 
of al! knowlcdge of the existcnce of a moral law othcr than thc will of 
a leader. Hence the brownshirt bullies looting in thc strects, the secret 
police torturing information out of a brokcn body, the concentration camp 
starving the soul, thc blood of murdered hostages poisoning the earth. 

Hamilton Fish Armstrong, editor of thc American magazine Foreign 
A./Jairs, writes: "Nazi bchavior is not a flash in che Gcrman pan, but thc 
reflex an old strain of endemic barbarism, methodically kept alive and 
devclopcd .... Thcre is a strangc German world of myscification whcn:, if 
we are ablc to en ter ac ali, we find ourscl ves groping and bcmused ... 
Sin ce things ha ve no ele ar in tellcctual basis thcy can ha ve.~ no JSSUC exccpt 
reckless and violent action or drcams of actions thac rcsulc from frustra­
tion and end in perversion and sclf-abasement ... So goes che hatcf ul ríng, 
from the Nibclungen world of mises and scaly dragons and horns of 
mead to the beer halls of Munich and thc bloody mud of che Ukraincs, and 
back again." 

This is not mere wartime exaggeration. This is a solcmn and frighccn­
ing truth about the Germans. It is not the whole truth; if it werc, it 
might be less frightening. For chis Gcrmany of mists and scaly dragons, 
of exaltation in cruelty and blood, is the same Germany whid1 conmved 
between I 871 and I 914 an industrial dcvelopmcnt which was one of thc 
most remarkable technical achievcments of the modern world. This alarm­
ing combination of romantic badman and efficient businessman, of senti­
mental music-lover and brutal oppressor, has long characterized Germany. 

Thc German in Germany is forever a prcy to that mad ddusion, from 
which you can infer that the German national tradition (which forms 
the minds of che children who grow up in Gcnnany) is inferior, grossly 
and undeniably inferior, to that of any other people in thc modern 
western world. There is in the German people, perhaps because of che 
way they have been mistaught and misled for gencrations, an almost 
primitive gullibility, a political naivete, and a tendcncy to shun in­
dependent thinking. They are predisposed toward acccptancc of che 
military; they expect to be led. 

The German, unfortunately, has been submitted for centuries to a 
series of influences which havc taught him that che grcat mission of 
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T eutonic people is to overthrow the western world, to rid themsel ves 
of its moral discipline, of its rationalism, and of its concept that there 
is a law above men. 

Another way of trying to understand what is wrong with the Germans 
is to compare their delusions of grandeur and their complaints of unjust 
treatment with the behavior of individuals with the same son of de­
lusions. Most people occasionally feel that they have been badly treated 
by someone, and they may either hit back, or if that is not possible, they 
may complain to their friends. Ordinarily an incident of this kind is 
soon over, and the man cools off and goes back to his normal life, on 
friendly terms with most of the world. But sometimes a man has the 
habit of always being badly treated. He spends all of his time brooding 
on his wrongs or whining about how people are plotting against him. 

He may also feel that all these enemies are contemptible fools who 
are jealous of his superior powers, and that his business in life is to put 
them clown. When he finds anyone who takes his complaints seriously, 
he moves in on his victim with more and more demands and accusations 
of injustice and neglect. The victim often gets to believe that it is ali 
his own fault, and tries his best to be unselfish and generous, only to be 
met with fresh demands and more scolding and complaints. This habit 
of bullying and complaining, when pushed to the extreme, is recognized 
by doctors as a dangerous mental disease. 

In very bad cases the patient finally comes to believe that it is bis 
duty to kill the people who refuse to recognize his wonderful qualities, 
and he is apt to begin with che sympathetic victim who has taken most 
of his complaints. Doctors need great courage to treat a bad case of chis 
kind, as he is likely to try to shoot the doctor. 

At first che Nazis murdered those of their own citizens who resisted 
che madness, then they began invading other countries, and finally they 
became convinced that ali of the rest of the world's people were insane 
criminals and that they were the only defenders of right and justice. 

This madness is not a disease peculiar to Germany. The one thing 
peculiar to Germany is the importance, and che number of citizens af flict­
ed with the disease. We still have organizations preac:hing hate in 
America just like the Nazis. But the healthy majority of the American 
people have not been overcome by chese maniacs. That, in a nutshell, is 
the basic difference between the Germans and che rest of che world. Where 
in Germany a handful of homicida! maniacs was able to influence the 
thinking of che nation for generations, and plunge its people into three 
wars of conquest in a century, America has had a similar group of people 
preaching the same brand of hate, and has had the balance and wisdom 
to dismiss her native fascists as "the lunatic fringe." 
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HILE you re over, you may have a chance to see samc of the ocher 
countnes of Europe - France, Belgium, England, Holland, Switzcr­

land, Denrr1:ark, Czechoslovakia, Luxembourg, Italy. Even if you don't, 
you will meet people in Germany of a dozen different nationalities. Not 
all of the Europeans were our Allies. Switzerland was neutral, and Italy 
was everything from enemy to "co-belligerent." But they all have onc 
thing in common. These are the people we are going to ha ve to get along 
with or have another war. That may sound far-fetched. Why get along 
with people like the Danes, for instance. There aren't enough of them 
to cause trouble. Or are there? It's a matter of building good will. If 
we do it with enough nations, large and small, we are gomg to get along 
with the rest of the world. If we start out by antagonizing people, wc 
won't. This is where you come in. Building up that good will is as mud1 
a matte.r of our individual actions as i,¡ is of scacesmen and treacies. If 
che Danes or French or English know us and like us personally, they are 
on our side. If our actions have made them dislike and miscrust us, ali 
of che treacies and "official friendship" in che world won't help. What 
ocher nacions think of the United Staces ofcen boils clown to what its 
people think of the individual American they know. 

Understanding the people of these countries is going to take a little 
thought. Consider the French, as an example. You'll hear that they're dirty. 
Of course sorne of them are. They can't help it. There hasn't been enough 
soap in Europe for the last few years to supply a tenth of the people. 
You'll hear that they're penny-pmchers. After Hitler stole almost 12 billion 
dollars worth of goods and money from them, they have to be or starve. 
High prices in France are just as tough on che French as they are on you. 
Whose fault? You can blame pare of it on che Americans. Soldier.s 
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dabbling in che black markct had a lot to do with gctting them that way. 
I f you stop to chink, you can usually find a fairly obvious rcason for 
any of these "faults." Unfortunately, a lot of them are true, but not 
because the Europeans likc things that way. 

Belgium is a won<lerful cxample of che kind of fricndship wc're talk­
ing about. You probably don't know it, because che Belgians haven't 
ad vertisl!d che f act, but chcirs is one nation which owes us nothing on 
Lend-Lease accounts. For cvery dollar's worth of supplies we lene them, 
che Bdgians gavc back four. Out of what the Nazis left behind when they 
moved out, Belgium furnished the Allies with an average of 30 million 
dollars wonh of goods and services a month. This is what one "small" 
nation did to help its Allies. If'they had not voluncarily gone all-out to 
hclp thc common effort, che Belgians would probably be eating and 
dressing a lot better today. If you visit Belgium, think of chis Lend-Lease 
balance when you'rc cempted to laugh at their old-fashioned wooden shoes. 
Also, you might ask chem why they still prefer them to nice shiny leather 
ones. Thcy have a good answer. 

The othcr countries of Europe would have done as well as Belgium 
if chey had been able. France, af ter a war and an occupacion which 
cost her a couple of hundred billion dollars and most of her young men, 
still managed to put an army on the front beside ours. You'll hear chat 
army criticizcd because we gave them most of their equipment. Think 
again. Hitler wasn't fool cnough to leave France the equipment she 
ncedcd to start anocher army. Besides, the real costs of that army, the 
dead and wounded, wcrc Frenchmen, not Americans: 

W'hen you get clown to cases, chere is one reason, and one rcason only, 
why thc Allics won che war. That reason was teamwork. None of us, 
alonc, could havc done the job. Now, with victory behind us, we stand 
to win or lose che peace purely on the basi~ of how well that team can 
stand up. It"s a pretty good argument for che proposition of getting . 
along with our neighbors. \'Q"e're being lookcd up to as an example. Our 
democratic cradicion and our stand for the righcs of che common man 
have put us inco che limelight. Europe is looking to the United Scace., 
to lead the way roward a better, safer world- a world wichouc wars. 
This is where it becomes personal again. To thcse people, you are the 
United States. You can influencc the Eno-lish, the Frcnch, che Russians, che 
Belgians and thc Dutch you mcet in favor of the Unitcd Statcs, if thcy 
see in you the understanding and sympathy which chey belicv.e our councry 
f eels toward thcirs. Or yo u can prcjudice thcm against us if chcy see the 
opposite. Individual prejudiccs combine to create intcrnational suspicion, 
d1strusr. hatrcd. These are che things thac make wars. 
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Any time you think our tre:'\tmcnt of the Gcrmans 
is too severc, trY to imagine what would havc h:tppencd 
if they had WC"1 thc war. The pcacc Gcrmany would 
ha ve imposcd on what was lcft of thc Unitcd $tates 
would make our present occupation po\icy \ook like a 

twentieth ccntury utopía. 
Already the Gennans are organizing free, democr:nic 

política\ partics. Thcir children are going back to school, 
and they. are holding free dections. Can you imagine free 

c\ections in Amcrica under Gcrn1an occupation? 

--- -
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