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shows so clearly. the decisive lines of action
lie entirely in the North. The prime fact to be
remembered about the Pacific is that the short- =
est, most direct route between Tokyo and
Seattle is the great circle that passes through
Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian Islands. No man
who had grasped the full significance of the
geographical position of Dutch Harbor and
Alaska would ever be quilty of describing en-
emy action in the Aleutians as “unimportant.”
This Tokyo—Dutch Harbor-Seattle line is the
anchor line of Pacific strategy, whether viewed
from the U.S. or from Japan. From this perspec-
tive, Pearl Harbor can be seen for whatitreally
is, a vital flank position, not the frontal bastion
of popular description. The great Japanese
naval and air base of Truk in the Caroline
Islands occupies an analogous, if more easily
defensible, position. The Panama Canal is so
distant from the principal theatre that it is be-
yond the limits of this map. Australia, too, is on
the far perimeter of strategic interest from all
points of view except. of course, the Australian.
No one seriously believes that Japan will be
crushed by any offensive launched northward
from Australian bases. Distances alone in the
South Pacific are enough to make a crushing
Australian offensive a logistical dream.

JAPANESE STRATEGY
The Japanese have been proceeding with
great geopolitical logic. As a result of their vic-
tories in the first six months of the war, Japan
herself is now protected by a tremendous semi-
circular screen of conquered territory to the
west, south, and southeast. With the fall of
Burma there were three remaining avenues by
which Japan herself could be attacked: from
China, from Siberia. and from the Aleutians.
She has already blunted the Aleutian sword
l pointed so accurately at the industrial heart of : &
t» — the Empire. She is steadily preparing to act sovt g K
- against the Siberian threat. And she is trying
desperately to neutralize China as a potential
offensive base. If these three objectives are
| tully achieved, Japan will not necessarily be
invulnerable, but she certainly will be an ex-
ce}fdixigly tough nut to crack, regardless of ' AT ' X e b il |
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| A winning American strategy must be re- | | ' il

| lated directly to these three objectives that
Japan is now trying to gain, namely China,
Siberia, and Alaska and the Aleutians. With
these in the hands of the United Nations the
Japanese nut can be cracked — and fast, once
forces are freed from the West. Hence the im--
mediate problem is not to attack Japan (Japan
is doing the attacking) but to defend. Here
enters the all-important problem of supply and
communications, Again. this map shows that
short and directsupply routes are northern and
Arctic. The difficulties of supply by the tradi-
tional means for both China and Russia are \ : : O TS ;S e - Aa= T : | il : 5/ ' Z Les :
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When it does, it will also take to the North, for Cedne 4 ¢ ,
there lies the key to Japanese defeat. |
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MERCATOR IS NO MAP FOR GLOBAL WAR

Together this map and the small insert map (lower right) show the
entire world in two halves. The dividing line between the two hemi-
spheres is plotted below with a red line on a Mercator map, illus-
trating how unrealistically the far northern latitudes are represented
on a rectangular map. The entire polar regions cannot be shown,
since on Mercator the poles are at infinity. Also note the relation = : : . i Tl

, of Asia to North America on each projection. Although essential in ' : Hr; i : s Joergia: Tl N ' ) J e i ;
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