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HEYDTE, Friedrich Allgust, Baron von el« (lg-()7- ). 
Colonel von der Heydte. who before thc w:u had beet1 
a profe~r.Qr of international law, was in early 1 '>ecember 
1914 the commandant of lhc German Parachutc Anny 
Combat S<:hool. This veteran of thc Ctctc campaign. a 
cousin of Count Klau, von STAUFFF.NIJtlW 1md an early 
meml>er of the .July 20 con$piracy against Adolf l-lrT­

LER, wa$ on Oocember 8 otdercd to form a unit for a 
special mi11111ion in connection wíth the A"op;NN!.s offen• 
sive (the Sut.r.t). He Wllll lo drop at night imo thc 
rc,ugh area north of \lalmédy. open roads in the vicin­
ity for the leadirig German unit~ and block enemy at­
tempts to reinforce. His operatlon would be called 
Hohes Venn. h was to be a difficult one. and tht> avail• 
able forces were ine)l.pericnced. lt did not in fact ac­
complish many of it$ purposes. and von der Heydte wa, 
takc11 pri.soner 01, l>cccmber 23. Even so, Hohe, Vcnn 
hall ,:onttibuted to the confusion that initially was wlde· 
$pn:ad behlnd the Allit?d lines. 
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