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A - Acting (rank) ; Am­ W ARTIME ABBREVIATIONS • bulance Se1-vice. 
A.A.-Anti-aircraft. 
A.A.F.-Auxiliary Air Force. 
A,B.-Able-bodied Seaman. 
A.C.-Aircraftman ; Armoured 

Car ; Army Co-operation. 
A. D. C.-Aide-de-Camp. 
A.D.C.C.-Air Defence Cadet 

Corps. 
Adjt.-Adjutant. 
Ad m .-Admiral. 
A.F.C.-Air Force Cross. 
A.F.M.-Air Force Medal. 
A.F.S.-Auxiliary Fire Service. 
A.F.V.-Armoured Fighting 

Veh.icle. 
A.G.-Adjutant-General ; Anti­

Gas. 
. A.1.D.-Army I n telligence 

Dept. 
A. M .-Air Marshal. 
A,M,P,C.-Auxiliary Military 

Pioneer Corps. 
A.M.S.-Army ll-Iedical Staff. 
ANZAC-Australian and New 

Zealand Anny Corps (19r4-18). 
A.O.C.-Air Officer Command-

ing .. 
A.P.-Armour-piercing. 
A.R.P.-Air Raid Precautions. 
A.R.W.-Air Raid \Yarden. 
A/T.-Anti-Tank. 
A.T.S.-Auxiliary Territorial 

Service. 

B.-Bomber. 
Batt.-Battalion. 
B.B.C.-(Gas) Bromo - benzyl -

cyanide. 
Bde.-Brigade. 
B.E.F.-British Expeditionary 

Force. 
B.M.- Brigade l\Iajor. 
Bn.-Battalion. 
B r i g.-Brigaclier. 
B.S. M.- Battalion Sergeanc-

l'.IIajor. 
Bty.-Battery. 

C.A.G.-Civil Air Guard. 
C.A.P.-{ Gas) Chlor - aceto-

phenone. · 
Capt.-Captain. 
C.A.S.-Chieí of the Air Staff. 
C.8.-Companion oí the Bath; 

Conlined to Barracks. 
C.D.-Civil ian Duty. 
Cde.-Commodore. 
Cd r .-Commancler. 
Cdt.-Cadet. 
C.F.-Cbaplain to the Forces. 
E:.G.-Coldstream Gnards. 
C.f.G.S.-ChieI of the Imperial 

General StafI. 
C.-i n-C.-Commander-in-Cbief. 
Cmdr.-Commander. 
C. N.R.-Civil Nursing Reserve. 
C. 0.-Commancling Officer. 
Col.-Coloncl. 
Co m.-Commander. 
Coy.-Company. 
Cpl.-Corporal. 
C.P.0.-Chief Petty Officer. 
C.S.M.-Company Sergeant-

i\Iajor. 
C.T.-Conning Tower. 
OC.-Decontamination. 
D.C.L.1.- Duke of Cornwall's 

Light Iníantry. 
D. F.C.-Distinguished Flying 

Cross. 
D.F.M.- Distinguished Flying 

i\Iedal. 
D.G .- Director-General ; Dra­

goon Guards. 
Div.-Division. 
D.S.C.-Distinguished Service 

Cross. 
D.S.M.-Dislinguished Serivce 

i\1edal. 
D.S. O.-Di,t1r~uished Service 

Order. 

This select lisl covers ali important abbreviations used for war purposes 
-that is, lhose most likely to be mct with in connexion wilh theServices 
and on the Home Front. Jt does not, however, claim to include ali the 
enormous number of tecbnical expressions used in abbreviated form. 

E.-Electricity ; Engineer. M.P.-:\lilitary Police ; Metro-
E.A.-Enemy Aircraft. politan Police. 
E.M.S.-Emergency Medica! M.T.8.-Uotor Torpedo Boat. 

Service. 
Eng.-Engineer. 
ENSA-Entertainments Na-

tional Service Association. 
E.P.T.-Excess Profits Tax. 
E.R.A.-Engine Room Artificer. 
F.-Figbter. 
F.A.A.-Fleet Air Arm. 
F.A.N.Y.-First Aid Nursing 

Yeomanry. 
F.A.P.-First Aid Partyor Post. 
F.D.L,-Forward Defended 

1.ocality. 
Flt. Lt.- Flight Lieutenant. 
f. M.-Field-Marsbal. 
f . 0 .-Field Oflicer ; Foreign 

Office ; Flyin"' Officer. 
F.T.S.-Flying Training School. 
Gen.-Genera.1. 

N .A.-)forsing Aoxiliary. 
NAAFI-Navy, Army and Air 

Force Institutes. 
N.A.C.-}fational Air Com-

munication. 
N .C. 0.-N on-commissioned 

Officer. 
N.D.C.-Kalional Dcfence 

Company or Contribution. 
N. R.-National Register. 

O .C.-Officer Commanding. 
O .C.R.-Officer Cadet Reserve. 
O.C.T. U.-Officer Cadet Train-

ing Unit. 
O.E.R.-Officers' Emergency 

Reserve. 
O.H.M.S.-On His Majesty's 

Service. 

Sho u ld or Badge : 
Roya l Ar m y Medical 

Helmet : Heavy 
R epaírs, Road 

Coat Badge: Enter taln­
ments Natlonal S ervlca 

Associa tlo n Co.r ps 

G.G.-Grenadier Gnards. 
G.H.Q.-GeneralHeadquarters. 
Gnr.-Gun.ner. 
G.O.C.-General Officer Com-

manding. 
G. R.-Georgius Re.x (King 

George) ; General Reconnais­
sance. 

G.S.0.-General Staff Officer. 
H .A. C.-Honourable Artillery 

Company. 
H.E.-High explosive. 
H.L.1.-Highland Light In­

fantry. 
H.M.A.S.-His Majesty's Aus-

tralian Sbip. 
H.M.S.-His Majesty's Ship. 
How.- Howitzer. 
H. Q.-Hcadquarters. 
I.A.-lndian Army. 
I.G.-Inspector-General ; Irish 

Guards. 
K.O.S.8.-King's Own Scot­

tish Borderers. 
K.O.Y.L.1.-King's Own York­

shire Light Iníantry. 
K.R.R.C.-King's Royal llifle 

Corps. 
K.S.K.-{Gas) E thy l -iod o ­

acetate. 
K.S.L.1.-King's Shropshire 

Light Iníantry. 
L,A.C.-Leadjng Aircraftman. 
L.-Cpl.-Lance-Corporal. 
Lieut.-Lieutenant. 
L.1.-Light Infantry. 
L.R.B.-London Rille Brigade. 
L-Sgt.-Lance-Sergcant. 
Lt.-Lieuteoant. 
Maj.-1\Iajor. 
M.C.-Military Cross ; l\,fove-

ment Control. 
M.G.-1\Iachine Gun. 
M.M.-Military Medal. 
M. 0.-Medical Officer. 
M.0.1.-Ministry of lnforma-

tion. 

O.P.-Observatioo Post. 
o ps.-Operatioos. 
O. T.C.-Officers' T rain i n g 

Corps. 
Pdr.-Pounder. 
P. 0.-Petty Officer ; 

Officcr. 
Pilot 

p.s.c.-Graduate of Staff Col-
lege. 

P.T.-Physical Training. 
Pte.-Private. 
P. W.R.-Police War Reserve,, 
Q.M.G.-Q u arte rma ste r-

Genera l. 
Q.M.S.-Q u arte rmas ter­

Sergeant. 
Q.V.R.-Queen Victor i a's 

Riiles. 
R.-Rescne and Demolition. 
R.A.-Royal Artillery. 
R.A.A.F.-Royal Australiao 

Air Force. 
R.A.F.-Royal Air Force. 
R.A.F.0.-Reserve of Air Force 

Offiaers. 
R.A.F.V.R.-Royal Air Force 

Yolunteer Reserve. 
R.A.M .C.-Royal Army 2.Iedi­

ca\ Co¡-ps. 
Australian R.A. N.-Royal 

Navy. 
R.A. O.C.-Royal Army Ord­

nance Corps. 
R.A.P.C.-Royal Army Pay 

Corps. 
R.A.R. 0.-Regular Army Re­

serve oí Officers. 
R.A.S.C.-Royal Arroy Service 

Co¡-ps. 
R.A. V.C.-Royal Army Vet­

erinary Corps. 
R.B.-Rifle Brigade. 
R.C.A.F.-Royal Canadian Air 

Force. 
R.C. N.-Royal Canadian Navy. 
R.E.-Roya~ Engineer:,;. 
Regt.-Re"1ment. 

.iii 

R.E.S,- River Emergency 
Service. 

R.F.- Royal Fusiliers. 
R.F.A.-Royal Field Artillery 

(1914-18 War). 
R.F.C.-Royal Flying Corps 

(19q-18 War}. 
R.F.R.-Royal Flcet Reserve. 
R.G.A.-Royal Garrison Arti l-

1ery (1914-18 War). 
R. H.A.-Royal Horse Artillery. 
R.I.F.-Roval Irish Fusiliers. 
R. I. N.-RÓyal In<lian Navy. 
R.M.- Royal Marines. 
R.M.A.-Royal :.\Ii l itary 

Academy. 
R.M.C.-Royal l\Iilitary Col­

lege. 
R. N.-Royal Navy. 
R. N.A.S.-Royal Naval Air 

Sen·ice (1914-18 War) . 
R.N.C.-Royal Naval College. 
R. N .R.-Royal Naval Reserve. 
R. N.S.R.-Royal Naval Special 

Reserve. 
R.N.V. R.-Royal Naval Volun­

teer Reserve. 
R, N.V.S.R.-Royal Naval Vol­

unteer Supplementary Re­
serve. 

RP.- Repairs, witll H=Heavy. 
R.R.C.-Royal Red Cross. 
R.S.F.-Royal Scots Fusiliers. 
R/T.-Radio Telephony. 
R. T.C.-Royal Tank Corps 

(now Regiment). 
R.T.0.-Railway Transport 

Officer. 
R. W.F.-Royal WelchFusiliers. 

S.C.-Special Constable; Sta-ff 
Captain. 

S.G.- Scots Guards. 
Sgt.-Sergeant. 
S.L.-Squadron Leader. 
S.M.L.E.-Short .Magazine Lee 

Enfield. 
S.P.-Stretcber Party. 
Spr.-Sapper. 
Sqn. Ldr.-Squadron Leader. 

T.A.-Territorial Anny. 
T.A.R.0.- Territorial A rm v 

Reserve oí Officers. · 
T.D.-Territorial Officers' De- · 

coration. 
T.N.T.-Trinitrotoluene. 
Toe H.-Talbot House. 
T.S.R.-Torpedo-Spotter-Re-

connaissance. 

U-Boat-Unterseeboot (Ger. 
íor submarine). 

V.A.D.-Voluntary Ai<l De-
tachment. 

V.C.-Victoria Cross. 

W.-Warden. 
W.A.A.C.-Women's Au~liary 

Army Corps (1914-18 War). 
W.A.A.F.-Women's Amdliaty 

Air Force. 
W.A.F.S.-Women's Auxilia1]' 

Fire Service. 
W.A.T.S.-Women's Auxiliary 

Territorial Service. 
W.D.-\Var Department. 
W.G.-Welsh Guards. 
W.L.A.-Women's Land Army. 
W.0.-War Office; Warrant 

Officer. 
W.R.-·war Reserve. 
W.R.A.F.-Women's Royal 

Air Force (1914-18 War). 
W .R.N.S.-Women's Royal 

Naval Service. 
W /T.-Wireless Telegraphy. 
W.V.S.-\Vomen's Voluntary 

Sen·ices. 

Y.M.C. A.-Young Men's Chris­
tian Association. 

Y.W .C.A.-Young \Yomen's 
Chri~tian Association. 


